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MUSIC 

SCHOOL of MUSIC 
&THEATRE 

presents 

Music Alive Faculty & Guest Artist 
Collaboration Series 

"Russian Soul" 

with the members of 

FREYA STRING QUARTET 
& 

Johan Botes 
~olen Dikener 

Friday, May 1, 2015 
First Presbyterian Church 

12:00 p.m. 
Woodlands Retirement Home 

3:00pm 

This program is presented by the College of Arts and Media through 
the School of Music, with the support of student activity funds. For 
more information about this or other music events, please call (304) 

696-3117, or view our website at www.marshall.edu/cofa/music. 

Program 

Suite for Two Violins and Piano op.71 Maurice Moszkowski 
(1854-1925) 

Allegro energico 

Duos for Two Violins 

String Trio in G Minor 

Andantino on a Russian folk song 
"Chem tebya ya ogorchila" 

Bela Bartok 
(1881-1945) 

Alexander Borodin 
(1833-1887) 

Nocturne for Cello and Piano Peter I. Tchaikovsky 
(1840-1893) 

Oriental Dance for Cello and Piano Sergei Rachmaninov 
(1873-1943) 

Vocalise for Cello and Piano 

Bagatellen for Two Violins, Cello and Piano Antonin Dvorak 

Allegretto scherzando 
Tempo di Menuetto 
Allegretto scherzando 
Canon: Andante con moto 
Poco allegro 

Jason Neukom, violin 
Sean Neukom, violin 
~6len Dikener, cello 
Johan Bates, piano 

(1841-1904) 



Jason Neukom is the first violinist and founding member of Freya 
String Quartet, and is also a co-owner and founding member of 

Symbiotic Collusion. Mr. Neukom was born and raised in the small 
community of Devils Lake, ND, where at the age of four he began 

violin lessons with his father, Richard Neukom. Jason studied at Minot 

State University under Jon Rumney where he received a BSE in Music 

Education and was a featured soloist with the Minot Symphony 

Orchestra. Mr. Neukom continued his studies at the Cincinnati College

Conservatory of Music for a Masters in Music Violin Performance 

degree under Piotr Milewski and subsequently at the Carnegie Mellon 

University School of Music in the Performance Residency Program 

under Cyrus Forough. Mr. Neukom has been the recipient of many 

fellowships to study at music institutions such as the National Repertory 

Orchestra, the National Orchestral Institute, the Britten Pears Festival 

Orchestra in England, the Opera Theater and Music Festival of Lucca, 

Italy, and others. Jason has intensively studied chamber music with 

members of the Ying Quartet, the Fry Street Quartet, the Daedalus 

Quartet, and other well known ensembles. In addition to his frequent 

classical concerts, Jason has performed live shows with popular artists 

such as Barry Manilow, Josh Graban, Lee Greenwood, Trans-Siberian 

Orchestra, Pink Martini, Belle and Sebastian, Mannheim Steamroller, 

Tony Orlando, and others. An active educator, Mr. Neukom has worked 

for various education programs, including the New York Summer 

Music Festival, and the Cincinnati Starling Project. Currently, Mr. 

Neukom resides in Pittsburgh where he maintains an active violin studio 

and has frequent performances with Freya. Jason also works on artistic 

projects for Symbiotic Collusion, including composing "covers" for the 

Chamber Light Players, creating music videos, and is currently working 

with Sean Neukom as co-producer on projects such as Freya's in

progress collaborative album, Freya Plugged In, and Freya's upcoming 

debut album featuring ten lighter works by Sean Neukom and Richard 

Neukom. Jason also performs frequently with the area's top ensembles, 

including the West Virginia Symphony and Westmoreland Symphony 

Orchestra as associate concertmaster. You can hear Jason and the Freya 

String Quartet on the Symbiotic Chamber Orchestra's new release 'The , 
Ghost and Mr. Able', available now. 

Sean Neukom was born and raised in North Dakota and has degrees in 

violin performance from Minot State University (BS) and the Cleveland 

Institute of Music (MM). Sean is active as a performer, composer, audio 

engineer, and producer. These roles are realized through his 
organization, Symbiotic Collusion. Symbiotic, an organization started to 

develop a sustainable model as an arts organization, has been active 

since January 2011 and was co-founded with Freya String Quartet. A 

multi-instrumentalist, Sean plays violin with the West Virginia 

Symphony Orchestra and drums for the Symbiotic Chamber Orchestra 

and the indie trio, John Russell. As an educator, Sean has been on 

faculty for the New York Summer Music Festival, the St. Claire School 

for Strings based out of Dunedin, New Zealand, and will be returning to 

Dakota Chamber Music for his fourth season. Sean's composition stems 

from the desire to continue pushing where tonality and rhythm can go 

without abandoning melody. Sean has been commissioned by groups 

including the MSU String Ensemble, the Bismarck-Mandan Symphony 

Orchestra, Freya Quartet, and the Fresh Ink music series. Most recently, 

Sean was awarded a commission from the Pittsburgh New Music 

Ensemble, which premiered in July 2013. Upcoming studio projects 

include Symbiotic's first full scale album The Ghost & Mister Able; 

Freya String Quartet's innovative album, Freya Plugged In; and a 
collaboration with violinist Sandro Leal-Santiestiban featuring Sean's 

first four solo violin sonatas. 

Dr. Johan Botes is known for his extraordinary versatility as a soloist, 

collaborative musician, and teacher; a career which has brought him 

recognition in concerts around the world. A native of South Africa, 

Botes showed musical promise from an early age. Among many notable 

awards in his native country, he was the 2007 First Prize Winner of the 

Third UNISAN odacom National Piano Competition playing 

Rachmaninoffs technically demanding Third Piano Concerto to a 

standing ovation; a performance for which he also won the Desmond 

Willson Memorial Prize for best concerto in the final round. In 2008, 

Bates moved to Europe and continued his studies in London with 

British pianist Ma1tin Roscoe at the Guildhall.School of Music and 



Drama. That year also resulted in master classes with Imogen Cooper, 

Alexander Rudin, Paul Lewis, Leslie Howard, Leon Fleisher and 

Richard Goode as well as regular coaching classes with pianist Graham 

Johnson and soprano Margaret Humpfrey-Clark. As a soloist, Botes has 

performed in venues worldwide. He has appeared as soloist with the 

Chamber Orchestra of South Africa, Pro Musica Orchestra in 

Johannesburg, the KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra in Durban, 

the University of Pretoria Symphony Orchestra as well as the Texas 

Chamber Orchestra at UT Austin. He has also performed in Prague with 

the Hadrec Kralove Orchestra in 2003 and in 2005 he toured to Bulgaria 

where he played with the Varna Philharmonic Orchestra in Varna. In 

2010, Botes won the Sidney M. Wright Presidential Scholarship 

Competition in Piano Accompaniment and in the same year began 

collaborative Piano Trio work with cellist Francesco Mastromatteo. 

Their first performance in October 2010 resulted in critical acclaim, 

winning them Prize for the best Chamber Music Recital at The 

University of Texas at Austin in 2011. An equally accomplished 

organist, Botes won many awards in South Africa, including an 

Overseas Music Scholarship in Organ. Dr. Botes holds a D.M.A in 

Piano Perfonnance from the University of Texas at Austin and a M.M 

from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London. He received 

another M.M. as well as his B.M. from the University of Pretoria in 

South Africa. He is currently Assistant Professor of Piano at Marshall 

University in Huntington, WV where he leads the Class Piano program. 

Before Marshall, Botes was lecturing in Piano, Group and Collaborative 

Piano at The University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. 

Upcoming MUsic Alive Guest Artist Concerts: 

Please join us back for our 2015-16 concert season. 

Dates are going to be announced. 

The Marshall University School of Music is grateful for the support of 
many families and individuals who help make our depa1tment strong 

and vibrant. 

If you would like to support the School of Music through a donation and 
assist with student scholarships, academic travel for students and 
ensembles, or general support of the department please contact: 

Melanie Griffis, Director of Development 
College of Arts and Media 

SH 161/304-696-3686 
griffism@marshall.edu 
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