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Experience 
and teamwork 
are a powerful 
combination. 

At the Edwards Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, "comprehensive" 
means many things. It means 
having a complete range of the 
world's most advanced cancer 
fighting technology. It means being 
able to see your doctor, undergo 
all testing and receive all treatment 
under one roof. And most importantly, 
it means having access to a highly 
trained team of diverse cancer 
specialists who collaborate and 
communicate with each other 
to develop the most effective 
treatment plan for each patient. 

you'll find hope here 

Image Guided 
Radiation Therapy 

High Dose Rate 
Brachytherapy 

PET / CT Imaging 

Medical Oncology 

Pediatric Oncology 

Gynecologic Oncology 

Surgical Oncology 

Diagnostic Breast Center 
with Digital Mammography 

National Cancer Institute 
sponsored clinical trials 
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Comprehensive 
Cancer Center 

304-399-6500 
edwardsccc.org 

Cabell Huntington Hospital Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine 
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are world-renowned for their study of global warming. 

16 The newly-completed Edwards Comprehensive Cancer 
Center brings hope and healing to the community. 

22 Herd Volleyball celebrates a stellar season marked by a 
Conference USA title and a trip to the NCAA Tournament. 

28 The 35th anniversary of the Marshall plane crash: a photo 
essay about the ceremony marking the historic event. 

32 

36 

Marshall students and faculty work together to raise more 
than $500,000 in one day for victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Freshman Brenna Slavens is one of only six students in the 
country to star in America Online's new reality show. 

40 With more than 20 years of experience, Marshall 's Criminal 
Justice program is meeting the needs of a burgeoning field . 
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pres dent 

TAKING THE TIME TO CARE marshal! community giving back 

Recently, with my "Litter G itter" in 

one hand and a trash bag in the other, 
I spent the better part of a Saturday 

morning "walking" west on 4th Avenue 

fr o m H a l G ree r Bo ule vard to 7th 
Street, picking up trash along the way 

t o h e lp cl ean up th e c ity o f 
Huntington. 

What made this nine-block venture 
so enj oyable was that I was accompa­

nied by about 150 friendly and dedicat­
ed vo luntee rs, mos t of who m were 

Marsh all University students. Many 

co ll ege st ud ents n o rma ll y are n o t 

willing to ge t up early on a Saturday 
morning, let alone to pick up debris. 

This latest volunteer effort spurred 
me to think back to the amazing volun­

teer work our students have performed 
during this school year. Michael Misiti, 

our student body pres ident, was quoted 
in one article as saying, "I'm very proud 

that we can rely on the students when 
help is needed." 

Last September, help was needed in 
a big way after Hurricane Katrina. Our 

caring students came through - in a 

huge way. And I, like Michael, am very 
proud of them. 

Th e Stud e nt G o v e rnm e nt 

Assoc iation , Volunteer Serv ices and 

other campus organizations, seeing the 
suffering aft e r the s torm, organized 

"Bring a Buck," a campaign to collect 

mon ey for the v ic tims during the 

Marshall-Kansas State football game. 

The goa l was $3 0,000 . Bu t the 

stud ents' effo rt s inspired Marsh a ll 

a lumni, me mb e rs o f th e M arsh a ll 

University Foundation, Inc., board of 

directors and others to give fa r more 

than one dollar each . Incredibly, the 

total collected exceeded $520,000! 

Ju st a few days befo re " Bring a 
Buck," a blood drive sponsored by the 

Student G overnment Association and 

th e M arsh all S tud en t Amb assadors 
bro ught in 182 uni ts of blood - the 

most ever collected at Marshall over a 
two-day period. 

Th e n th e r e w as M a r s h a ll 

University's Day of Service, in which 

hundreds of students performed cleanup 
duty not only on campus, but in the 

community. La t er in the fall, th e 
Pic kl ed Peppe r Pl ayers, a gro up of 

seven Marshall theatre students, enter­
tained hundreds of children during a 

10-day, 2,400-mile "Gulf C oast Relief 

Tour." The group gave 24 performances 
of children 's theatre plays. They gave 

up those 10 days to raise the spirits of 
children displaced by the hurricanes. 

Sometimes it is easy to get caught up 

in the everyday rigors of administrative 
duty and lose track of why we are here. 

Our c entral purpose is abo ut o ur 

students. Their success is the number 

on e goa l of eve ryo n e o n ca mpu s, 
including our dedicated faculty. 

The administra tion at Marsh all is 

working hard to address various priori­

ties that will better serve our students. 

Amo n g the proj ec ts tha t offe r the 

greatest potential to benefit the quality 

of student life are the n ew Stud ent 
Health and Wellness Center, improve­

ments to the Memorial Student Center, 

new course and degree offerings and the 

modernization of other facilities. 

Clearly, our students and 
faculty share a common 
bond - they care about 
others. For that, I can only 
say on behalf of Marshall 
University, "Thank you." 

O ur fac ulty members are working 
just as hard to meet the learning expec­

tations we have se t fo r our-s tudents. 

I n o tice d qui ckl y aft e r a rri v in g a t 

Marshall las t July 1 tha t our fac ulty 
membe rs ro utine ly go above and 

beyond to help students who, for what­

ever reason, have not discovered their 
p ass io n . They t a ke a h a nd s-o n 

approach in their teaching, while work­

ing closely with and inspiring students 

to h elp them find the ir pass ion . For 

many students, their success is a direct 
result of our faculty's many skills. 

C learly, o ur students and fac ulty 

share a common bond - they care about 
o thers. For tha t , I ca n onl y say on 

b e h a lf o f M a rsh a ll U ni ve rs it y, 
"Thank you." 
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WRITTEN BY DAVE WELLMAN AND PAT DICKSON 

Warner Bros. announces plans to make movie on MU plane crash 

McG, director of the Marshall movie, leads 

basketball fans In a "We Are ... Marshall" cheer. 

The story of the 1970 
M a rsh a ll Univ e rs it y 
foo tb a ll t ea m pl a n e 
crash and the spiri ted 
recove ry that fo llowed 
n o t o nly a t Marsha ll , 
but in the Huntington 
community, soon will be 
told worldwide. 

Warner Bros. Picture 
and Legendary Pictures 
announced in Janu ary 

that filmmaker McG will direct and Matthew McConaughey 
will star in the Marshall Uni ve rsity Football film entitled 
"We Are ... Marshall," prod uced by Basil Iwanyk and McG. 

Th ro ugh the combined effort of the Wes t Virginia 
Gove rn o r's offi ce, th e Wes t Virgini a Film Office and 
Mar hall University, a portion of the film will be shot in and 
around Huntington as well as on Marshall 's campus. Warner 
Bros. said filming will begin this spring. 

"This film is a grea t opportunity for West Virginia to 
rece ive inte rna ti ona l recogniti o n fo r the tre mend ous 
community spirit and empathy that Wes t Virginians show 
when face d with tragedy," Wes t Virgini a G overnor Joe 
Manchin sa id. 

Gift of $50,000 to help fm·ther 
research at Marshall University 

A gift of $50,000 by Monica Hatfield has been made to 
The Marshall University Foundation, Inc. to further research 
be ing done by Marshall University professor Dr. Menashi 
Cohenford and other researchers. Hatfield currently is serv­
ing as chair of the Foundation board. 

The gift will go toward the acquis ition of a High Pressure 
Li q uid C h ro matog raph y instrum e nt and a Ca pill a ry 
Electrophoresis apparatus. The HPLC and C E in truments 
will be used to study advanced gycation endproducts and also 
in the analysis and separation of tumor assoc iated markers, 
according to Cohenfo rd , who i a professor of Integra ted 
Science and Technology. 

"Monica has a ri ch histo ry of support from Marsha ll 
Univer ity," said Dr. Sarah Denman , provost and senior vice 
pre ident fo r academic affairs. "She is an example of how 
alums can give back to the institution in both service and 
fin anc ia l support. We are fo rtunate to have peop le like 
Monica assoc iated with Marshall University." 

(continued on page 6) 
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McConaughey will star as Jack Lengyel , who coached the 
Young Thundering Herd football team for four years after the 
crash that killed 75 people, including 37 players, six coaches, 
two athletic department staff members, 25 supporters and five 
aircraft crew. 

The Thunder Road/Wonderland Films production will be 
released worldwide by Warner Bros. Pictures. It is being co­

financed by Legendary Pictures. 
"We are ve ry pleased that Warner Bros. and Legendary 

Pictures are taking this legacy of Marshall University and 
trea ting it with the respec t and honor that it dese rves, " 
Marshall Pres ident Stephen J. Kopp sa id. "Undoubtedly, thi 
story will touch the live of people across the nation." 

McG is considered one of Hollywood's most sought-after 
filmmakers, with "Charlie's Angels" and its sequel among his 
films credits. 

The executi ve produ ce rs of the Marsh all Uni ve rsity 
Football Proj ect are Brent O 'Connor, Thomas Tull , Jeanne 
Allgood and Scott Mednick. The screenplay is by Jamie 
Linden, based on a story by Cory Helms and Linden. Lynn 
H a rr is is th e W a rn e r Bros. Pi c tur es exec uti ve 
overseeing the project for the studio. Dr. H. Keith Spears of 
Marshall University and Pam Haynes of the West Virginia 
Film Office also have been involved with this project since 
its development. 

Marshall Board of Governors 
approves Engineering degree program 

Marshall Unive rsity's Board of Governors has unanimously 
approved the Bachelor of c ience in Enginee ring (BSE) 
degree program at Marshall. 

The new four-year undergraduate program, which will be 
implemented this fa ll and will be the only such program in 
the sta te, will be housed in the Co llege of Info rmat ion 
Tec hno logy and En gin ee ring's ex istin g Di v is io n of 
Engineering and Computer Science. This is the first time in 
more than 30 years that such a degree program will be avail ­
able to Marshall students. 

The primary objectives of the BSE degree are to build a 
stro ng fo und ation in ma thematics, sc ience and in core 
engineering courses; to allow students the opportuni ty to 
pursue an enginee ring area of emphas is; and to prov ide 
students a high degree of fl ex ibility through elective courses. 

"This is a very important tep fo r Marshall Unive r ity 
toward establishing a program that will open new area of col­
laboration and economic development," Marshall Pres ident 

(continued on page 6) 



FA€~~r¥-NEW ~~-
Marshall University Forensic Science Program 

Microbiologist accepts position on national science board 

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. - Marshall 

Univers ity Fo re n s ic Science Progra m 

A ssoc ia te Professo r Pa me la J . Sta to n, 

Ph .D., has been appointed to the science 

boa rd of the Envi ronmenta l Pathogens 

In formation network, a U .S. Department 

o f A g ri c ulture N a ti o n a l Fac ilit a tion 

Project that has been awarded support for 

the nex t three years. 

EPIN e t c rea ted the sc ie n ce boa rd to 
Dr. Pamela J. Staton study how microbial pathogens enter and 

functi on in watersheds so the spread of microorganisms and 

the ir resulting diseases can be properly managed and prevent­

ed. The o rgani za tion wi ll provide a centrali zed sc ientific 

resource of informat ion for state and loca l governments and 

a id in the deve lopment of a nation al research age nda and 

public po licy. 

Faculty featured in 
Celebration of Books 

Marsh a ll Univers ity's Celebration of Books, an ongo ing 

progra m that fea tures M a rsh a ll facu lty wh o rece ntly 

published books, took place three times in February in the 

Reading Room on the second floor of the Drinko Library on 

the Huntington campus. 

"We want to give the community the opportunity to talk 

to these published writers to find out what motivates them, 

and what process they go through to get successfully pub­

lished ," Barbara Winters, Marsh all 's dean of li brari es, sa id. 

H e re is a li st o f th e fac ulty a utho rs who appea red in 

February, in alphabetica l o rder: 

Dr. Janet Badia, assoc iate professor of Eng lish ; fea tured 

work: Reading Women: Literary Figures and Cultural Icons from 
the Victorian Age to the Present (2005). 

Dr. Bob Ba rnett, ch air and professor of hea lth , physica l 

education and recreation ; fea tured work : Biography of Adolph 
Keifer (publicat ion pending). 

Dr. Ke llie Bean , assoc iate professo r of English; featured 

work: Post-Backlash Feminism: Women, Politics and the Media 
(2006). 

Jac k Di c kin so n , bib li ograp h e r, S pec ia l Co ll ec ti o n s; 

featured work: Civil War Paper Items from the Rosanna Blake 
Confederate Collection ( 2005 ). 

(continued on page 6-7) 

Staton will be among experts on the board from across the 

country, including representatives from the Environmental 

Protec tion A ge ncy, sta te e nv ironmenta l o ffici a ls, USDA 

national program staff, U SDA-Agri cultu re Research Service 

resea rch sta ff, land grant o rga ni za ti on s, unive rsities and 

consulting firm s. 

Staton is the primary invest iga tor on a USDA research 

project to study the O hio and N ew rivers in West Virginia. 

The project seeks to develop DNA-based techniques to track 

microb ia l po llution sources , commonl y known as Bacte ri al 

Source Trackin g. S h e jo ined the MU Fo rensic Sc ie n ce 

Program in 2003 as the university's first microbio logist to 

focus on terro ri sm. She rece ived h e r Ph .D . from MU in 

Bi o m ed ica l Sc ie n ces throu gh th e Dep a rtm e nt o f 

Microb io logy, Immunology, and Molecular G enetics and the 

Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 

Marshall names Barry Sharpe 
executive director of John R. Hall 
Center for Academic Excellence 

Dr. Ba rry S h a rpe , fo unding direc to r o f th e Tu sculum 

Co llege H on ors Program in Greenevill e, Tenn ., h as been 

n amed executive d irector of the John R . H a ll Cente r fo r 

Academic Exce llence at Marshall Un iversity. 

Sharpe succeeds Martha Woodward , who retired in 2004. 

Dr. Edwina Pendarvis, professor o f gifted educa tion in the 

Co llege of Education and Human Serv ices, and MU math 

professor Dr. Eve lyn Pupplo-Cody h ave se rved as inte rim 

di rector since Woodward's retirement. 

Sharpe assumes his duties at Marshall June l. H e described 

Marshall as h av ing a "large, respected honors program with 

great potenti al fo r growth and deve lopment." 

"While I was on campus, I was particul arly impressed with 

the people I me t - students, fac ulty and staff," Sharpe sa id . 

"I 've worked at a la rge university and two small co lleges. 

Marshall h as the resources and opportun ities associated with 

a larger university while still maintaining the feel of a smaller 

co ll ege. I a m exc ited abo ut being part of th e Ma rsh a ll 

--community." 

Sharpe graduated from the University of South Carolina 

in 1988, ea rning his B.A . in history and politica l sc ience. He 

earned his Ph.D. from the Unive rsity of South Carolina in 

1995 , and hi s J.D. from the Uni versity of Texas School of 

(continued on page 7) 
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I 
I What's News? & Faculty News 

Gift of $50,000 to help furth er 
research at Marshall University 

( from page 4) 

Cohenfo rd says his resea rch has been 

focused on three areas: the utilization of 

FT-IR spectroscopy to de tec t ce rvica l 

cancer; the development and character­

izat io n of molecular probes to detect 

the human papillomavirus and delineat­

ing the role of nonenzymatic glycation 

reac tio ns in the pathophysio logy of 

diabetes and galactosemia, a rare genetic 

disorder of galactose metabolism. 

"The key instrumentation made pos­

s ible th ro ugh this donation will be 

ava ilable for fac ulty research , capstone 

undergrad uate projects, and grad uate 

thesis work by investigators from multiple 

de pa rtm ents a nd sec to rs o f the 

university," sa id Dr. Way ne Elmore, 
interim dean of Marshall's College of 

Science. "The instrumentation will be 

used immediate ly in severa l re ea rch 

projects and will enrich the experience 

of a new class in protein biotechnology 

tha t will ma ke o ur st ud e nts mo re 

marketable when they look fo r jobs. We 

deeply appreciate the generous gift." 

'This donation is testament to Mrs. 

Hatfi e ld's devotion to sc ience and to 

her se lfless support of the community," 

Cohenford said. "Without people like 

her, science would be a stream of ideas 

without the resources to bring them to 

fruition. I thank her sincerely." 

Marshall Board of Governors 
approves Engineering degree 

( from page 4) 

Stephen J. Kopp sa id . "The flex ibility of 

this program will a ll ow us to look at 
combining interdisc iplinary majors that 

will h e lp prepare st ud e nts to be 

6 S PRIN G 2006 

(continued fimn pages 4-5) 

adaptive and creative in their work. It 
opens up tremendous opportunities for 

o ur s tud ents, a nd it will a ttra c t a 

broad e r pool of st ud e nts t o the 

engineering profess ion." 

The new engineering program large­

ly is the result of state legislation passed 

in 2004 . Se n ate Bill 448 includ ed 

la n guage inse r ted by Se n . Robe rt 
Plymale, C h a irm an of the Se n ate 

Educat ion Committee, which allowed 

M a rsh a ll to begin th e process o f 
expa nding its engineering offe rings. 

Thi s leg is lat io n a lso was stro n g ly 

supported by the entire Cabell -Wayne 

legislative delegation. 

Dr. Sa rah Denman, pro vost a nd 

se ni o r vice pres id ent fo r aca de mi c 

affa irs, said implementing the new fo ur­

year engineering program is extremely 

important to Marshall University. 

"Thi s degree complements o ur 

already strong sc ience, technology and 

g radu ate e n g inee rin g programs," 

Denman said . "The engineering degree 

has been the missing link. It will assist 

many disciplines, geography and visual 

a rt s to n a me just a co upl e, at this 

institution in their ability to grow." 

Marshall has had an undergraduate 

degree program before, but it was dis­

continued in 1970 because of ex ternal 

factors and institutional priorities that 

ex isted at t h at time. Ma rsh a ll did, 

however, reta in the program's freshman 

and sophomore years. 

Th ro ugh thi s program, s tud e nts 

completed the first two years of under­

graduate enginee ring at Marshall and 

thereafter had to transfer to ano ther 

inst itution to obta in the actua l engi­

neering degree . Ma ny stude nts took 
advantage of this program, transferring 

to W es t Virginia University, WVU 

Inst itute of Techno logy, o r to oth e r 

inst itutions in t h e sta te. D r. Betsy 

Dulin, dean o f the Co ll ege of 

In fo rm at i o n T ec hn o l ogy a nd 

Engineering, sa id the new program fits 

in well with other established programs 

at the college. 

"This is an important step in the 

continuing growth of our engineering 

and computer sc ience undergraduate 

programs," Du lin sa id . "Our faculty 

members have been working very hard 

toward this goa l for quite some time, 

and are to be commended for the ir 

dedication to these programs and to the 

students in the state and the reg ion . 

Ma rsh a ll 's e n ginee ring a lumni a nd 

regional profess ional communities also 

p laye d key roles in pl anning a nd 

support of the new program." 

De nm an sa id antic ipa tio n of th e 

new engineering program is high not 

only at Marshall , but in the community 

and the state as well. 
"It 's good to come full c ircle," she 

said. "Engineering was always a part of 

this in s tituti o n a nd n o w it 's 

back aga in." 

Faculty featured in 
Celebration of Books 

( from page 5) 

Dr. Tho mas Elli s, professor of 

psychology; fea tured work: Cognition 
and Suicide: Th eory, Research , and 
Therapy (2006). 

Dr. Victor Fet, associate professor of 

biology; featured wo rk : Biogeography 
and Ecology of Bulgaria (2006). 

Dr. Frank G illi a m , professor of 

biology; featured work: The Herbaceous 
Layer in Fores ts of Eastern N arc h 
America (2003). 

Dr. Josh Hagen , ass istant professor of 

geography; fea tured work: The Jewel of 
the German Past: Preservation, Tourism. 
Nationalism (2006). 



Dr. Luke Eric Lass iter, director of 
the humanities program, MU Graduate 
College; featu red work: The Chicago 
Guide to Co llaborative Ethnography 
(2005) . 

Dr. Sunee l Maheshwari, ass istant 
professor of acco untin g and lega l 
environment. 

Dr. Bobbi Ni c h o lson , assoc iate 
professor of leadership studies at MU 
Graduate Co ll ege; fe a tured work: 
£-Portfolios for Educational Leaders 
(2004) . 

Dr. Ashok Vasea hta, professor of 
physics and electronics; featured work: 
Nanostructured and Advanced Materials 
for Applications in Sensor, Optoelectronic 
and Photovoltaic Technology (2005 ). 

Marsha ll na mes Barry Sha rpe 
executive director of John R. 

Ha ll Center for Academic 
Excellence 

( from /)age 5) 

Law in 2002. He started at Tusculum as 
an ass ist ant professo r in 2002. 
Previously, he was an assistant professor 
from 1997 to 1999 at N orthwestern 
College, and an instructor and assistant 
professor from 1993 to 1997 at Georgia 

Southern University. 
In addition to teaching and serving 

as director of the honors program at 
Tusculum , Sharpe was ch a ir of the 
program and polic ies comm ittee from 
fall 2004 to spring 2005. 

"l have been involved with honor 
ed ucat ion as a student, teacher and 
ad minist rato r," S h a rpe sa id . " I am 
committed to honors ed ucation and 
believe that an honors program can 
play a vital role in support of the 
mission of a public university." 

S harpe , 39, is a native of Mount 
Pleasant, S.C. 

Somerville 
& Company 

CERTIFIED Pusuc Acc oUNTANTS AND CONSULTANTS 

Certified Public Accountants 
• Accounting & Auditing 
• Income Tax Planning 
• Technology Consu lting 
• Business Valuation & L itigation Support 
• Estate & Financial Planning 
• Medical Practice Management 

Somerville Financial Services, L.L.C. 

Dedicated to providing a variety of financial 
and strategic services: 

• Mergers and Acquisitions 
• Investment Planni ng & Products 

Edward Tucker 
~1.A,,_R C H I T E CT S, I N C. 

916 Fifth Avenue - Suite 208 
Huntington, West Virginia 25701 

www.etarch.com 
(304) 697-4990 

e-mail: eta@etarch.com 
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cannot be transported in this environment," says Thompson. 

So his team, based at OSU, decided to develop a new drill 

that would harness something already on the mountain : 

sunlight. 

professor, with a Ph.D. in Geology, would risk life and limb 
just to study it in hi s lab? The a nswe r : It h o ld s the 

history of our planet's climate, and in that history, keys to 

its future. 

"The assembled panels produce four kilowatts of power to 

drive the drills. There is no noise and no pollution. The 

downside is you can only drill during the day." 

This is h ow Thompson ex pl a ins the process: "Ice is 

removed from the dri ll and placed into plastic sleeves, then 

sealed and placed into tubes. The cores range from 1 to 1.6 

mete rs (3.3 to 5.2 feet) in 

"I believe that tropical climate variability plays an impor­

tant role in determining the climate of the rest of the earth," 

declares Thompson. "l also believe that glaciers in the tropics 

are the 'canaries in the coal mine' for the earth 's climate 

system. The tropics are characterized by temperature unifor­

mity, and in fact all tropical glaciers are retreating. Where we 

length and 11 centimeters (or 4 

inches ) in diameter. They are 

stored in chambers dug into the 

snow surface while dri ll ing is 

taking place. T h e individua l 

tubes are then sealed in insulat­

ed boxes, 6 tubes to a box, and 

moved by sled to the edge of 

the glacier. For instance, when 
we worked in th e Himalayas, 

they were carried by yaks to the 

valley below where the vehicles 

were located. The trucks were 

th e n dri ve n day a nd ni ght 

across Tibet to the nearest large 

fr eeze r in Lhasa. Fro m the re 

th ey were a ir ca rgoe d to 

Be ijing, wh e re th ey cl ea red 

Chinese customs and were sub­

sequ ently fl own to C hi cago. 

From Illino is , a refri ge ra ted 

truck brought them to our lab 

in Columbus. The cores can be 

in tra n sit for mo re than a 
month." 

The fac ilities at Ohio State 
a re impress iv e: a C lass 100 

C lean Room with all the neces­

sary instruments to measure the 

chemistry and dust in ice cores 

with o ut int rod uc ing fo re ign 

e l eme nt s; four mass 

spectrometers; a machine shop 

for deve loping the drills; and a 

-30°C co ld sto rage va ult 

cur ren tl y conta ining 7 ,000 

meters of tropical ice core, the 

la rgest suc h a rchiv e in the 
world. 

But what's so imp o rt ant 
abo ut ice, espec ia ll y tropica l 

ice, that a 58-year-old university 
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"I believe that tropical climate 
variability plays an important role in 
determining the climate of the rest of 
the earth. I also believe that glaciers in 
the tropics are the 'canaries in the coal 

mine' for the earth's climate system. 
The tropics are characterized by 
temperature uniformity, and in fact 
all tropical glaciers are retreating. 

Where we have time lapse measure~ 
ments, we can see that the rates of 

retreat are accelerating." 
- Dr. Lonnie Thompson 

Lonnie with one of the remaining remnants of the Eastern 
Ice Field on Kilimanjaro. Since 1912 Kilimanjaro has lost 
more than 80 percent of its ice cover. 

have time lapse measurements, 
we can see that the rates of 

retreat are accelerating." 

In other words, Thompson 

considers research conducted 

on these ice cores as we ll as 

d oc um e nt a ti o n o f g lac ia l 

retrea t as proof: T he earth is 

wa rming up . In fact, du e to 

global warming he believes that 
in as little as 15 years the only 

p lace t o see Kilim anj aro 's 

famous ice wil l be in hi s 

archive at OSU. 

M o re incredible than his 

research, influence or even the 

rigors of mounta in climbing 

with asthma, are the obstacles 

Thompson overcame to obtain 

even a high school education . 

Raised poor in Gassaway, West 

Virginia, his father h ampered 

by an e ighth grade education 

a nd a h ea rt co nditi o n, 

Thompson worked four part­
time jobs to h e lp make ends 

mee t. Still, hi s inte res t in 

weather and climate developed 

early. "I had a weather station 

in the loft of o ur ba rn, and 

I received daily weather maps 

from the National Oceanic and 

Atmosph eric Administration 
(NOAA) from which I would 

make forecasts. I used to ra ise 

lunch mon ey by making bets 

on what the next day's weather 

would be." 

Whe n Tho mpson's fath er 

died of a h eart attack during 
his son 's se nio r yea r in high 

school, his moth er impressed 

h e r kids by ea rning a GED, 



(Above) The Ohio State field team making its way across a mountain ridge in northern Peru. (Below) Lonnie and long time Peruvian colleague, 
Benjamin Vicencio, after discovering a 5,000-year old plant uncovered in the retreating margin of the Quelccaya ice cap in southern Peru. 

thus instilling in them the idea that only through education 
cou ld they make for themselves a brighter future. Her son 

began at Marshall as a physics major but ultimately chose to 

pursue a degree in geology. 
"In my junior year I took an introductory geology class 

with Professor Jansen , who was the chair of the geology 
department at the time," Lonnie explains. "I did well in his 

class and he asked me if I would like to work for him along 

with a few older classmates on a project making mineral sets 

for the State Parks of West Virginia. It was whi le working 
with him I became convinced that I wanted to become an 

earth sc ientist." 

He a lso met his wife at Marsha ll. Dr. Ellen Mos ley­

Thompson holds a Ph.D. in Geography (C limatology ) from 

OSU, teaches at the university and conducts her research in 
Antarctica and Greenland off-season to her husband 's . In 

that way, one spouse was always available to parent daughter 

Regina when she still lived at home. 

Mosley-Thompson grew up in the C harleston area and 

graduated from Nitro High School in 1966. An av id student 

of sc ience and physics, she studied at Marshall where she 

became only the second woman in school history to graduate 
with a B.S. in physics. 

Lonnie and Ellen began working together as graduate stu ­
dents where they built the Ice Core Paleoclimate Research 

Group. Ellen has been to Antarctica eight times, seven as the 
fie ld team leader, and to Greenland five times, each time as 

the fi eld leader where she oversaw ice core drilling projects. 
A ll of her team members have been men. 

"Frankly, I rarely th ink about the gender composition of 

my fi eld teams," she notes. "Lonnie and I consider the quality 
of the individual - their curios ity, motivation and enthusiasm 

- as the highest criteria when selecting our students. But over 

the last 15 years it has been very rewa rding to see more 

yo ung wo men go ing into the geosc iences a nd jo ining 
research groups and taking faculty positions. Today, women 

are strongly represented in our group of graduate students. 
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(Above) Just another day at the office - Lonnie on a snowmobile traverse in West Antarctica in 1972. 

"I have already accomplished more than I would have ever 

expected when I graduated from Marshall in 1970. However, 

there is ye t mo re to do and 'philosophical' mountains to 

climb." 

led to increased greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, made 

the planet warm up ? 

Thompson believes his research shows humanity is con­

tributing to this warming trend, but also of great importance, 

Lonnie and Ellen are a formidable 

team, each operating under their 

own travel schedu les but ultimately 

sharing their research and data to 

achiev e a co llective kno wl edge 

that is changing the way we view 

o ur wo rld . N ea rly 90 percent of 

th e ir pa pe rs h ave bee n jo intl y 

authored. 

G lo ba l wa rming is a phrase 

h ea rd o r read o ft e n in th e 

American mainstream media, but 

there seems to be some confusion 

about what it is, and in some cir­

cles , a suspi cion that it may not 
even ex ist. First of all, the debate 

a mo ng mos t sc ie nti sts does n o t 

"It is essential for the continued 
well being of humanity, and indeed 
many other life forms on the earth, 

that we begin to attend to the 
quality of our environment by 

considering how we use resources. 
The course of action must be based 

on a societal commitment to 
sustain the earth's life support 

systems for future generations." 
- Dr. Ellen Mosley-Thompson 

he believes humanity can do some­

thing about it. "All of us need to con­

se rv e n a tura l reso urces , a nd we 

should be doing this whether or not 

global warming is a problem, which it 

is, simply beca use th e suppli es are 

running o ut. We n eed to deve lo p 

alternative energy sources and more 

energy effi c ient products. In order to 

reduce fuel consumption and human­

induced greenhouse gases, we must 

move to hybrid technologies for cars 

a nd mass- t ra n s it lik e fu e l -ce ll 

powered trains and buses, especially 

in places like C hina and Indi a with 

their developing mega-economies." 

revolve around whether or not the planet is actually getting 
warmer; tha t's easy enough to prove with simple measure­

ments. Instead it revolves around humans. Has our increased 

usage of foss il fuels over the past century, which consequently 

His wife and partner agrees. "It is 

esse nti a l fo r the continu ed we ll be ing of humanity, and 

indeed many other life fo rms on the earth, that we begin to 

attend to the quality of our environment by considering how 

we use resources. I feel strongly that the time fo r action is now 
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and to delay action will only resul t in large r changes with 

greater potential to affect the economic, ocial and politica l 

future fo r generations. The course of action must be ba ed on 

a oc ietal commitment to sustain the earth 's life support sys­

tems fo r future generations." 

The Thompsons asse rt that indi vidu als can do 

sma ll thing to redu ce th e en v ironme nta l 

many 

pressure th at they exert on the 

planet. S tarting with simple 

s t e p s s u c h as r e du c in g 

personal consumption, eating 

more vegetables and less meat, 

rep lac in g inca nd escent bulbs 

with compact fluorescent bulbs, 

turning off the lights when you 

leave an empty room, using pub lic 

transportation when feasible, using 

natural vegeta tion in your yard and 

avo id application of pe tic ides, lowly 

acclimatize to a slightly cooler house 

(say 2 deg rees C ) in winte r a nd a 

slightly warmer house in summer. These 

are a ll ba by st eps but if 296 mil lio n 

Americans were to a ll take such steps, 

nations would have a real chance to reduce their dependence 

on foss il fuels and increase the length of time before the "end 

of the o il and gas era " so th at we ca n bring a lternative 

ources into wide scale use. 

As for any skeptics who as ert that global warming is sim­

ply a natural part of the ea rth 's climate cycle, Thompson 

say , " ame someone who has ever rea lly studied climate or 

co llected data. I bet you can't. G lac iers have no po litica l 

age nd a . Th ey do n't ca re if 

yo u're a De moc rat o r a 

Republica n. c ience is about 

what is, not what we believe 

o r h ope. And it sh o ws th a t 

global warming is wiping out 

inva luable geologica l archives 

right before our eyes." 

L o nni e a nd Ell e n 

Th o m p o n shin e as tw o of 

(Left) Lonnie and Ellen at an 
awards reception where Lonnie 
received the 2005 Tyler Prize for 
Environmental Achievement, an 
award regarded by some in the 
field as the equivalent to the 
Nobel Prize, for the lifelong 
accomplishments of his ice core 
group. In 2002, both Lonnie and 
Ellen were awarded the Common 
Wealth Award for Distinguished 
Service for Science and Invention. 

-­..... 
;..., 

Lonnie and his decades of scientific research on 
global warming were featured in the Nov. 17, 2005 
issue of Rolling Stone magazine. 

Marshall University's most successful and 

renowned graduates. 

With the ass istance of hi wife and partner, Thompson 

was named one of America 's Best in Science and Medicine 

by Time magazine and C NN in 2001. He was given the John 

Marshall Medal , the Vega Medal from the Swed ish Society 

fo r Anthrop o logy a nd Geogra ph y, a nd th e Dr. A.H . 

Heineken Prize fo r Environmental Science from the Royal 

Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences-all in 2002. 

In addition to numerous other awards, Thompson also 

won the 2005 Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement, a 

prize some regard as comparable to a Nobel Peace Prize and 

fo rmerly awarded to such hou ehold names as C. Everett 

Koop and Jane G oodall. He has sa t on nearly a dozen com­

mittees and editori al boa rds with important acronyms li ke 

NO AA and heady locations like Cambridge , England. He's 

published more than 165 scho larl y arti c les o r papers and 

been awarded 53 grants, both governmental and pri vate, to 

fund his expeditions. 

In 2002, bo th Lo nni e a nd Elle n we re awa rd ed th e 

Co mmo n W ea lth Awa rd for Di stin gui sh ed Se rvi ce fo r 

cience and Invention. 

Ellen has also been the rec ipient of the John C. Marshall 

Award (2002), for di stinguished scho larship; e lec ti on as a 

Fellow of the Ame rican Association for the Advancement of 

Science (2003 ); induction into the Ohio Women's Hall of 

Fa me by G o v. Bo b Taft (2 003 ); a nd th e Uni ve rs ity 

Distinguished Scho lar Award (2003) from Ohio State. 

Despite these profess ional kudos, the Thomp on um up 

their personal philosophy in ten simple words: "Leave any 

place a little better than you fo und it." D 

Marla Brannan is a freelance writer living in Huntington, WVa. 
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Nominate Your 

ro essors 
Do you remember your fa vorite Marshall U n ive rsity teacher? Maybe it was Dr. C harles Moffat and his 

legendary h istory lectures. Or maybe you liked arguing politics with the distinguished Dr. Simon Perry. Journalism 
students couldn't possibly forget Dr. Ralph Turner or Dr. George Arnold. Whether or not it 's Sociology with Dr. Ken 

Ambrose, English with Dr. Rainey Duke or Art with Stan Sporny, we want to hear from you! 
The editors of the Marshall Magazine need your help in naming the university's Top 5 Professors. All you need to 

do is write down the names of your favorite teachers on the form below, and mail it back to us in the envelope located 
in the center of this magaz ine. O r, you can e-mail your list of favorite teachers to magazine@marshall. edu. We look 

forward to hearing from you. 
An article on the five teachers who received the most nominations from you, our alumni, will be featured in the 

Autumn 2006 edition of Marshall Magazine. 

;;,._ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 

Teacher's Name Class or Department 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Your Name 







Philanthropist Joan C. Edwards 
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"We see this as just the 

beginning to something 

really huge for this whole 

area. Wherever cancer 
' . care goes, we re going to 

be right there with it." 

- Brent Marsteller 
President & CEO 

Cabell Huntington Hospital 

Hope. So m e tim es th at's a ll a 

cancer patient wants. Treatment, medica­
tion and research can produce hope for a 

cancer-free life, but often it lies elsewhere and means 
trave lin g mil es away fr o m h o me . But Ca be ll 
Huntington Hospital and Marshall University have 
taken a bold step to change all that and to bring 
hope home to the Tri-State. 

"You can ge t the best cancer trea tment on the 
planet here," emphas izes Dr. C harles McKown, dean 

of Marshall 's Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
He's talking about the new Edwards Comprehensive 

Ca n ce r Ce nte r adj o ining Cabe ll Huntingto n 
Hospital. It's a $24 million joint effort between the 
university, the hospital and the Edwards Foundation 
that packs in nearly every available diagnostic and 
treatment tool for cancer care. 

"The cancer center, under one roof, permits mul­
tipl e ex pert s to wo rk co ll abora ti ve ly to 
prevent, diagnose , stage , treat and rehab ilitate. To 
have all those people working elbow to elbow will 

pe rmit us to t ake ad va ntage of th e ne west 
technology and the best trea tments when caring for 
the cancer patient," McKown says. 

The ul t ra-modern cancer center is three sto ries 
high and di vided into trea tment-spec ific areas. 
Separate clinics address the diffe rent needs of ad ults 
and children fighting cancer. 

A t the request of Mrs. Joan C. Edwards, who 
along with her husband, the late James F. Edwards, 
generously funded the entire construction project, 
the center also includes 20,000 square feet of shell 

space for an entire fl oor dedica ted to translational 
research. 



The Edwards Comprehensive Cancer Center houses a permanent Discovery ST PET / CT system, which integrates Positron Emission Tomography 
(PET) with a multi-slice Computed Tomography (CT) scanner. This system allows doctors to pinpoint the location of cancer in the body. 

"I see research and care as integrated efforts, more so in 

cancer ca re than in any o ther area ," says Doug Lawso n , 

executive direc tor fo r the cance r center and senio r v ice 

pres ident and chief operating officer for Cabell Huntington 

Hospita l. "It 's an integration of research and clinical ca re 

that a llows us to take the most appropriate and best care of 

patients." 

"I think the key to our success in fighting cancer will be 

our ability to conduct research, " no tes Brent Marste ller, 

pres ident and C EO of Cabell Huntington Hospital. "Not just 

bas ic research but taking a particular drug or treatment and 

elevating it to a commercial leve l." 

That research will be assoc iated with advanced clinica l 

trials, highly supervised studies that evaluate new medicines 

and treatments. Eligible patients may have the option to 

participate in these trials and share in the development of 

new treatment protocols. 

"The initial emphasis is go ing to be on clinical research 

and clinical trials," explains Lawson. 

These clinical trials are referred to as either phase I, II or 

Ill. Phase III studies typically include hundreds of people 

and have been ongoing at Marshall and Cabell-Huntington 

Hospital fo r some time. These studies examine the results of 

patients using a new treatment and compare them with the 

results of people taking a standard treatment. Phase II studies 

are similar, but confined to a much smaller group. Phase I 

trials involve testing new treatments, different methods for 

administering th em and d ifferent dosages. Phase I studies 

usually include only a small number of patients who have not 

been helped by other treatments. 

"Right now we have a relatively modest base of phase III 

protoco ls, " Lawson says. "O ur goa l is to leve rage those 

resources incrementally over the next five to seven years, 

progress ively elevate the number of phase III trials that we're 

doing and begin developing phase II and phase I clinical 

trial capabili ties." 

"Only academic, comprehensive cancer centers are set up 

to meet the strict guidelines of leve l I and leve l II clinica l 

trials," says Marsteller. "These clinica l trials will give our 

patients more options. " 

The center's assoc iation 

with Marshall University's 

Joan C. Edwards School of 

Medicine gives it a unique 

advantage. It 's a marriage 

th at leaders say will get 

better and better over time 

fo r th e co mmunity and 

the university. 

"It keeps everybody on 

the cutt ing edge of what's 

go ing o n . It 's co n st a n t 

t eaching and lea rning," 

Marsteller says. "Marshall 

teaches new res iden ts, new 

fe llows and stud ents, so 
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they've got to keep on the cut­

ting edge of what' go ing on in 

th e world of medic ine. Th ey 

know what's new and what 's 

great, and pass that on to you 
and me." 

According to McKown, the 

S choo l of Medi c in e will 

expand its faculty within the 

next three years by adding 25 -

30 new physic ians. That will 

be a key issue with the center. 

Brent Marsteller, President & CEO Leaders say as more doctors are 
of Cabell Huntington Hospital. recruited to Huntington , th e 

care improves. And as the care 

improves, more doctors are recruited to the city. 

N o o n e inv o lv e d , th o ug h, se e s th e Edw a rd s 

Co mpreh e nsiv e Ca n ce r Cent e r as a fa cilit y ju st fo r 

Huntington . One of its primary goa ls is to serve the region , 
to draw people in from all directions. 

"A reg io na l ca nce r ce nte r ca n o ffe r the speci a l ized 

services," Marsteller ays . "We have a pediatric oncologist 
who 's trained at Duke and he does a wonderfu l job along 

with the res t of th e team. But you need a large r draw to 

support pediatric oncology." 

"In thi s reg ion , the cancer center will supplant trips to 

Arthur James, the cancer center in Columbus, or trips to 
Durham and Duke," McKown adds. 

"It should be a rare exception that somebody would have 

to leave this community fo r trea tment," Lawson ag rees. 
"Over the next five years, our goal is to have the treatment 

equiv a lent to ce nters such as Duke, Pittsburgh Medi ca l 

Center and the major medical fac ilities in this part of the 

country. W ithin five years I think we 'll be cha llenged to 

expand our faciliti es." 

"In our expanded geographic region, fo r people tragica lly 

challenged by malignant illness , the Edwards Comprehensive 

Cancer Center promises a heretofore unava ilable broad spec­

trum of cancer care options, resulting in a higher likelihood 

of successful trea tment, a grea ter proba bility of cure and 
absolutely the best opportunity fo r sustaining a normal quali ­

ty of life subsequent to intervention," McKown summari zes. 

"We see this as just the beginning to something rea lly 

huge fo r this whole area," says Marsteller. "Wherever cancer 

care goes, we're going to be right there with it. We're go ing 

to be on the cutting edge of cancer ca re, trea tment and 
research . Who knows what research is go ing to find ? Maybe 

we're go ing to ge t in to vaccines. Maybe we're go ing to get 
more into enviro nmenta l causes and cures. I don't know 

where it 's go ing, but we're go ing to be right there with it. " D 

Kathy Young Carney is a freelance writer living in Scott Depot. W Va. She 
is a 1982 Marshall University graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
broadcast journalism. 
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(Top) The Joan C. Edwards Children's Cancer Clinic is affiliated with the Children's 
Oncology Group, enabling it to offer children the same cancer treatment protocols 
available anywhere in the country. (Middle) The Varian 21Ex Linear Accelerator 
within the Edwards Comprehensive Cancer Center provides highly targeted Image 
Guided Radiation Therapy ( IGRT) services with a respiratory gating function that 
helps to preserve healthy tissue. (Bottom) The James F. Edwards Adult Cancer 
Clinic provides medical , surgical and gynecologic oncology services, with 
spacious e xam rooms , a beaut iful chemotherapy area and access to 
groundbreaking clinical trials. 









Members of the 2005 Thundering Herd volleyball team that captured the Conference USA title and earned a berth In the NCAA Tournament. 

Like that foo tball team, MU's volleyball squad lost in the 

pos tseason, fa lling to O hio State in the first round of the 
NC AA Tournament in Columbus, Ohio. Also like that foo t­

ball team, the volleyball team has a wealth of talent returning 
in sea rch of a n o th e r co n fe re n ce 

rank second in school history. Billingly and her teammates 
came up big in winning the Conference USA title. The Herd 
defea ted Houston , 3-2, in Houston , at Rice Unive rsity, to 

capture Marshall 's first volleyball tournament championship 
since it won the Southern Conference 

championship. 
"After last season , we set our goa l 

to win a championship and try to get 
to t h e N C AA Tournament ," sa id 

Billingly, a tw o-time h o n o rab le 
mention All-American . "We had a 

complete team effort that helped us 
reach that goa l. Everyone gave every­

thing to get where we are." 

Billingly was the star. The 6-foot-3 
outside hitter from Trincity, Trinidad, 

was the Confe rence USA "Player of 

"After last season, we set a 
goal to win a championship 
and try to get to the NCAA 

Tournament. We had a 
complete team effort that 

helped us reach that goal." 
- Kelly-Anne Billingly 

t itle in 1995. MU lost to Georgia in 

th e fir st ro und of th e N C AA 
Tournament that year. 

"I'm so proud of this team," Marshall 

coach Mitch Jacobs said. "To see these 
girl s win is aweso me. They a re 
champions because they played like 

champions." 

C hampionship teams perform best 
when the mos t is on the line. The 
Herd trailed Houston in the fifth and All-American 

the Year" and the "Most Valuable Player" of the Conference 

U SA Tournament. An All-Midwest Region pick and the 

national player of the week O ct. 31 , Billingly ranked fifth 
nationally in kills per game, with 5.58. Billingly had 552 kills 

for the season and a .344 hitting percentage. Her 1,246 kills 
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deciding ga me of th e Confere nce 

USA Tournament championship match before rallying to 

win. That was a testament to a young team that boasts just 

three seniors and one junior. 
"After we got down in game five, something happened and 

we just clicked," Jacobs said . 



Jacobs knows so me thin g abo ut 
winning. Four years ago, he took over a 
Marshall team coming off a 6-21 record 
and led the Herd to its first of four 
consecutive 20-win seasons. In 2003 
and 2004, Marshall reached the Mid­
American Conference finals before 
los ing. Those defeats primed the Herd 
for victory in 2005. 

"It felt so good to win a champi­
onship and not be on the other side," 
said Katie Stein, a senior from Sussex, 
Wisconsin. "This team deserved to win 
a championship." 

Jacobs knew he had a team capable of 
winning a title. Moving from the MAC 

to Conference USA, though, left the 
lingering fea r of the unknown. 
Marshall handled it well, fo llowing the 
lead of its high ly successful coach. 

Jaco bs ca me to Ma rsh a ll fr o m 
Fairfield University, where he led the 
Stags to three consecutive NCAA 
Tournament appearances. Jacobs guided 
Fairfield to three Top- 10 rankings in 
th e Mid eas t , three Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference Tournament titles 
and two MAAC regu lar-season cham­
pionships. Jacobs had a stellar 75-24 
record at Fa irfi e ld, including a 16-1 
conference mark a nd 6-0 leag ue 
tournament record . 

Jacobs was named Conference USA 
and Midwest Region coach of the year 
this season and is one of eight fina lists 
fo r the n ation a l coach of the year 
award. Despite his impress ive record 

and lofty h o no rs, Jac obs mode stl y 
credits his players for his success. 

"The keys for us this season were 
hustle, playing together and believing," 

Jacobs sa id. "They did all of that. I'm so 
proud of them." 

(Top Right) Stephanie Cahill (#2) celebrates 
with a teammate after a winning point. 
(Middle Right) Members of the Thundering 
Herd Volleyball Team celebrate their 
Conference USA championship. (Bottom 
Right) Maggie Arias (left) and Taylor Tanner 
(right) both battle for a dig at the Conference 
USA Tournament in Houston, Texas. 



Billingly received most of the atten­
tion from the media, but Marsha ll 
received significant contributions from 
its entire roster. Stein finished sixth 
nationally in assists, averaging 13 . 77 
pe r game. Sh e a lso averaged .55 
service aces per game. S tein holds 
Marsha ll's ca ree r records in bo th 
categories and was named All-CUSA 
and All-Midwest Region. She is third 
all-time at Marshall in digs. 

Nickie Sanlin pos ted a C -USA 
leading .365 hitting percentage. The 
senior from Fairview Heights, Ill. , was 
a second-team C -USA selection and 
an honorable-mention All-Midwest 
Region pick. Santin was second on the 

"I'm so proud of 

this team. To see these 

girls win is awesome. 

They are champions 

because they played 

like champions." 

- Coach Mitch Jacobs 

team in blocks and set a school single­
game record fo r hitting percentage 
when she had 12 kills in 14 swings 
(.857) against Seton Hall. 

S te in sa id Marsh a ll 's vo lleyba ll 
program has a bright future and she 
will miss playing for the Herd. 

"Making the NCAA Tournament 
was a dream of ours," Stein said. "I'm 
glad we did that. Ending our careers, 
though , is bittersweet. I'd have liked 
to have gone further in the NCAA 
Tournament, but I couldn't ask fo r a 
better season to end on." D 

Tim Stephens is a freelance writer and the 
Huntington area director of Fel lowship of 
Christian Athletes. He is a former sports writer 
with The Herald-Dispatch. 



Volleyball 101 
Ace: A serve that results directly in a point, usually 

when the ball hits the floor untouched on the receiving 
team's side of the court. 

Assist: Passing or setting the ball to a teammate who 
attacks the ball for a kill. 

Block: A defensive play by one or more front row players 
meant to intercept a spiked ball. The combination of 
one, two or three players jumping in front of the 
opposing spiker and contacting the spiked ball with 
the hands. 

Dig: Passing a spiked or rapidly hit ball. Slang for the art 
of retrieving an attacked ball close to the floor. 

Kill: An attack that results directly in a point or sideout. 
A spike that cannot be returned. 

Swing: To move from one sideline to another, usually in 
approaching to attack. 
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reflect ons 

Thirty-five years after the plane crash, 
a community pauses to remember. 

photos by 
rick haye & chris spencer 

It's almost inconceivable that it's been 35 years since 

the Marshall University plane crash . Thirty-five years is 

half a lifetime. You have to be over 40 to remember 

that ra iny night when 75 people left us way too early. 

Yet each year on November 14th, those who remember 

the crash, and those who don't, gather at the Memorial 

S tudent C enter to refl ect on the worst t ragedy in 

American sport . It's become a humbling tradition , and 

also a subtle, yet jolting reminder that you should never 

fo rget where you came from. 

Those 75 couldn't have known that Marshall almost 

never played football again after that night. It took a 
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resilien t group of players and a school president to keep 

a program alive, even if they were all swimming against 

the t ide. Dr. Donald Dedmon made it a priority that 

Marshall take the field again. Just prior to the 1971 season, 

Marsh all coach Jack Lengyel rece ived the ul t imate 

locker room pep talk in the form of a telegram from 

President Richard Nixon . It read, in part, "Whatever 

the season brings , you have already won your greatest 

victory by putting the 1971 Varsity squad on the field ." 

The Young Thundering Herd wasn 't content to just 

make it on to the field . Indeed, that win over Xavier on 

Sep te mbe r 25 , 1971 mu st o utr ank a ll o the rs at 

Marsh all. Sh ouldn ' t that Regg ie O li ve r to Te rry 

Gardner touchdown pass while time was running out 

be a metaphor in life? That when you think you've got 

no shot , that miracles don 't happen on football fields, 

that not a soul in the world is giving you a chance, 

you've always got hope. 

And from a program surviving on its last heartbeat 

came a most inspirational story. Seemingly out of the 

ashes, a team that couldn 't win fo r los ing suddenly 

couldn 't stop winning, and wouldn 't accept defeat. 

There were n a ti on al ch ampion ships, undefea ted 

seasons, H e isman Troph y finali sts and nat ion ally­

televised bowl game conquests. 

Now, fast forward to 2006. Hollywood is prepared to 

sh out from the rooftops to the wo rld , the story of 

Marshall foo tball. Usually the movie business is all 

about make believe. But this time, a talented group of 

directors and producers and writers thinks this story 

stands on its own and should echo far and wide. 

After a ll , it's the ultimate comeback story that 

doesn't need to be embellished. A story that tells itself, 

even 35 years later. D 
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BY JESSICA FARNER 

outreach 

The Marshall University community 
rallied to assist victims of Hurricane 
Katrina as alumni, students, faculty and 
staff joined forces to collect money, clean­
ing supplies, personal care items, books 
and toys for those devastated by the storm. 

Marshall's Student Government 
Association, collaborating with Volunteer 
Services and other campus organizations, 
sponsored "Bring a Buck" Saturday, Sept. 
10, 2005, preceding the Marshall vs. 
Kansas State football game at Joan C. 
Edwards Stadium. "Bring a Buck" was 
intended to collect money for those living 
in areas overwhelmed by the hurricane. 

Students and members of the 
American Red Cross were stationed 
throughout the stadium to collect dona­
tions from students and fans attending the 



game. Student body pres ident Mich ae l Misiti asked each 

person to donate a minimum of $1 to the relief effort. 
"While the thoughts and prayers of the entire Marshall 

community continue to go out to those affected by this 
tragedy, it was important to show them our support by making 
a monetary donation," Misiti said. 

Misiti established a pre-game goal of $30,000; however, 
W es t Virgini a G o v. Joe Manchin , Marsh a ll Presid ent 

Stephen J. Kopp and Misiti announced late in the game that 
the total collected from the stadium-record crowd of 36,914 
was approximately $521,000. A ll proceeds were given to the 

American Red Cross Hurricane Relief Fund. 

Gov. Manchin was so impressed with the amount of the 
money ra ised that he promised to challenge the country's 

other 49 governors to persuade student government associa­
tio n s a t universitie s in th e ir 

s ta tes t o spo n so r a "Bring a 
Bu c k" e v e nt s imil a r t o 
Marshall's. 

"Clearly the urgency of the 
situation along the Gu lf Coas t 
was obvious to the fans at the 

similar fund ra ising efforts during a time of terrible tragedy. 
I am exceedingly proud of our students and everyone who 
gave of their time and money." 

According to Kopp, the students' effort inspired Marshall 
alumni, members of the Marshall University Foundat ion, Inc. 
and others to donate far more than $1 per person. 

"They decided th is was the right thing to do, and they 
wanted to do it as representatives of Marshall. " 

Steve H ensley, dean of student affa irs, sa id the time 

students donated to the relief effort impressed him most. 
"There was an indisputable outp o uring of fin anc ia l 

support, but what was more refreshing to me was the startling 

number of students who showed up early on a Saturday morn­
ing to help. Initially, we weren't sure how to utilize so many 
people. I am proud of the students at Marshall Unive rsity 

because of their sincere efforts to 

h e lp o th ers during a t ime of 
great need." 

stadium, including those cheer­
ing for Kansas State," Misiti sa id. 
"I never would h ave imagined 
we co uld ra ise mo re than 
$500,000, but I believe the rea­
so n peop le ch ose to do n a t e 
through us was that they were 

somewhat inspired by what we 
were end eav.oring to do. This 

MU President Stephen Kopp (center) and Student Body President 
Michael Misiti (right) receive a donation from a young Herd fan. 

The significant contribution 
led Misiti to ch allen ge other 
high er edu ca tion institutions 
throu gh o ut the co untry t o 
match Marshall's total. "Here we 

are, a small university in Wes t 
Virg ini a , o n e o f th e poo res t 
states in the nation, and we were 
able to raise more than a half­
million dollars in one day. Just 
imag ine the amount of ass is­
tance we would have been able 

was the bigges t h ome game to date o n o ur campus, but 
instead of tailga ting before the game, we were out raising 
money for our fellow Americans. 

"Our accomplishment says a lot about the compassion and 
th e reso lve of th e stud ent bod y and th ose living in 

a nd a r o und 
Huntin g t o n . 

W o rd s ca nn o t 
d es crib e h o w 

proud I was of our 
student body and 
h ow pro ud I am 

to be a pa rt of 
this campus and 
community." 

Ko pp ag reed . 
Fans at the Marshall vs. Kansas State game 
donated $521,000 to the Hurricane Relief Fund. " Th e a m o unt 

co llected by our 
campus organizations represented great leadership , compas­
sion and caring on the part of our students. It was our hope 
that the significant contribution would inspire other students 
at higher education institutions across the nation to conduct 
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to provide if each college and 
university in the country had attempted to match our total." 

In additi o n to SGA and Vo luntee r Se rv ices , o th er 
Marshall organizations partic ipating in the "Bring a Buck" 
campaign were : Alpha Tau O mega; Athle tics, Staff and 
Recreat ional Sports; the Biology C lub; Campus C rusade for 

C hrist ; C ircle K; De lta S igma Theta; G amma Beta Phi; 
Honors 101 ; Marshall Student Ambassadors; and Pre-AMSA 

(American Medical Student Association) . 
The Marsh a ll University Community and Technica l 

College and the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine also 
organized a relief effort to collect and d istribute supplies to 
Hurricane Katrin a evac uees liv ing a t Camp Dawso n in 

Preston County, W.Va. Students, faculty and staff, as well as 
members of the community, collected one and a half tons of 
supplies, including books and toys fo r children , schoo l 

supplies, baby necess ities, cleaning products and personal care 
items. Transportation of the supplies to Camp Dawson was 
provided free of charge by Tri-State Express. 0 

Jessica G. Farner is a freelance writer and graduate student attending 
Marshall University 's W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications. 
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spotl ght 

Article by Sandy Savage 

Marshall University freshman Brenna Slavens is one of six 
college students from across the United States that was 

featured on America Online's Proj ect: Freshm an, a new 
online reali ty show that chronicles each of the students' first 

semester at co llege. A ll six 

st udents were given a 
h and-held digita l video 

camera to shoot footage of 
the ir rea l- life ex perie nces 

and film confessionals of 

their thoughts and feelings. 
Slavens, a small-town girl 

from Jackson, Ohio, says she 

saw a pop-up advertisement 
on AOL Red, a customized 

Internet se rvice for teens, 

and was instantly interested. 

fi lled out an application and sent a picture. Producers called 

her that same day and asked her to send a video. Borrowing a 
video camera from a fri end, she sent the producers a tape 

showing the cornfields behind her house, the country sur­
ro undings of he r home in 

Jackson and even introduced 
them to her car. Brenna was 

selected from approximately 

3,000 co llege freshmen to 
star o n AOL's Proj ec t : 

Fres hm an. She says that 
coming from a small town 

and go ing to a sma ll e r 

sc h oo l is what made her 
stand out to the producers. 

"I was just checking my 

e-mail before work one day 

over the summer when an 

advertisement popped up on 
my computer that caught my 

(Above) Brenna Slavens' "Project: Freshman" homepage at AOL. 
(Opposite Page) Brenna poses with her camera in her dorm room. 

The other five freshmen 

a re "Ju stin" fro m Da ll as 

Bap ti st, "Jess ica" from the 
University of Fl o rid a, 

"Sarah" from the University 
of Wisconsin, "David" from 

the University of Missouri 
attention ," explains Brenna. "It sa id, 'Are you going to be a 

college freshman? Do you want to make money? Do you want 

to be on a television show?"' 
Since her answer was "yes" to a ll the questions, sh e 

clicked on the ad to learn more about Proj ect: Freshman, 
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and "Conor" from the University of Notre Dame. 

Carrying a video camera around campus has given Brenna 

a campus celebrity experience. 
"People would see the camera and ask what I was doing," 

says Brenna . "I'd say I was doing a reality sh ow called 





"I was just checking my 

e-mail before work one day 

over the summer when an 

advertisement popped up 

on my computer that 

caught my attention. It 

said, 'Are you going to be 

a college freshman? Do 

you want to make money? 

Do you want to be on a 

television show?"' 

- Brenna Slavens 

Marshall student 
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Project: Freshman. At the beginning of 
the semester there were a few weeks 
delay before it started airing so I think 
people thought I was making it up. 
Finally, they started asking if I was the 
girl from 'the Internet thing. "' 

Brenna filmed 10-30 hours of video 
pe r wee k and se nt it t o P ro jec t : 
Freshman producers, who then edi ted 
it t o abo ut a fi ve -minute epi sode . 
Those nine episodes included Marshall 

events such as the first home football 
game, the homecoming parade and the 
1970 plane crash memorial service. 

Also included are Brenna's fee lings 
of loneliness and homesickness, being 
n e rv o us abo ut a tte ndin g h e r first 
classes and having exams, as well as 

illness , conflicts with old fri ends and 

ex-boyfriends, making new friends and 
having new experiences. 

A big part of Brenna's first semester 
at Marshall was her decision to rush 
Alpha Xi Delta. She made the decision 
to rush the sorority before coming to 

Marshall. 

"I had researched on the Internet 
the different sororities to choose from 
here at Marshall and saw that Alpha 
Xi works with C hoose C hildren, and 
I think giving back to the community 
is really important," Brenna says. "And 
when I attended open bid , they were 
genuinely happy and exc ited for the 
new girls to be there." 

The Alph a Xi De lta g irl s h ave 
beco me Brenna 's n ew famil y a t 

Marshall. 
"It's really awesome. My best friend 

is my big sis. All the girls are rea lly 
cool; they're fun and outgoing like me. 
H aving more fri ends makes me fee l 
more at home." 

Brenna says she's just the pe rson 
you see on the screen and feels she was 

accurate ly portrayed, but there are 
some things that she didn't want to be 
part of the show. 

"I didn't rea lly want to show a ll 

aspects of my personal life ," Brenna 
said. "I went on a date with a guy and 
the producers wanted me to take my 

camera, but I didn't rea lly want to show 

that part of my life." 
She says she chose Marshall because 

it is close enough to her hometown that 
she can visit whenever she wants, ye t 
fa r enough away that she can do her 
own thing. 

Befo re co ming to M arsh a ll , sh e 
researched some clubs she was interest­
ed in joining. In addition to Alpha Xi 
De lta, sh e 's inte res t ed in Yo ung 
De mocra t s, C ircl e K and stud ent 
government . 

Brenna is majoring in communica­

tions and is also interested in broadcast 
journalism, but eventually wants to go 
to law school. 

"My dad is a lawye r, my sister is a 

lawyer, my uncle is a lawyer, my grand­
fa ther is a lawyer. So it's kind of in my 
blood and it's what I've always wanted 

to do. I like to stand up for what I think 
is right." 

N ow th a t filmin g h as fini sh ed , 
Brenna admits that she misses taking 
the camera everywhere and filming her 

experiences . But she fee ls she go t a 
good grasp of college life and the transi­
tion from high school and portrayed it 
through Project: Freshman. 

Brenna says she is not sure how the 
show will affect her future. 

"I don't think it's all sunk in yet. But 

we'll see where my life takes me and see 
if this experience will benefit me down 
the road." 

The Jackso n , Ohio fr es hm an is 
Marsh a ll 's ne wes t s t a r. With h e r 
winning smile and outgoing personality, 

Brenna Slavens brightens the screen in 
every episode bringing her first semester 
experiences at Marshall Unive rsity to 

milli o ns o f o nlin e read e rs a round 
the country. 

To watch Brenna's first semester at 

Marshall, go to http://aolsvc.aolr.aol. com/ 
pfreshman_brenna.adp . D 

Sandy Savage is a freelance writer living in 
Ashland, Ky. She also works as the Advertising 
M anager for The Parthenon, Marshall 
University's student newspaper. 
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educat on 

With more than 20 years of experience, Marshall's 
Criminal justice program is one of the best in the 
state at serving the needs of a burgeoning field . 

The C riminal Justice Department was es tab lished at 

Marshall University in 1974 to educate students seeking 

undergraduate and graduate degrees. While other state 

co ll eges a nd univ e rs iti es a re deve lop in g comparab le 

programs, Marshall historically has offered the on ly graduate 

program in the state, providing a li bera l a rts education 

through classroom instruct ion, internship experiences and 

community partnerships. 

"We have fu lfi ll ed a rea l mission 

in West Virginia by preparing and 

provid ing thousa nds of manage­

ment- level profess iona ls," sa id Dr. 

Margaret Phipps Brown, profe sor 

a nd depa rtm ent chair. Also a n 

ass istant prosecuting a tto rney in 

Cabell County, Brown jo ined the 

department as a part-time instructor 

in 198 1 and accep ted a full-time 

pos ition the fo llowing year. 

• 

interre lation with society. A fo undation curriculum is offered 

to ass ist students planning to enter graduate school, law 

school, research, government ervice or social services. 

The ocial services sector encompasses five classifications: 

community and institutional correc tions, law enforcement, 

legal studies, private business and industri a l security and 

victim services. According to Brown, victim services is a rela­

tively new area of specialization . 

"There is a demand in the fi eld 

of criminal justice for profess ional 

who are trained to meet the needs 

of victims, especially those associated 

with vio lent crimes. " 

According to Brown, enrollment 

peaked during the mid-1980s with 

approx imately 600 students; how­

ever, en ro ll ment subsequently wa 

Students in the Criminal Justice program are educated in 
forensic applications and technological applications. 

An exa mpl e o f o n e o f th e 

programs graduates is Marc Amos, a 

grade-three police officer currently 

se rving th e c ity of New O rl ean , 

who earned his bache lo r's degree 

fro m Marshall 's C rimina l Justi ce 

De p a rtm e nt in 1996. Befor e 

Hurricane Katrina ravaged the c ity 

Aug. 29, 2005, Amos worked as a 

limi ted to enhance the department's professor-to-student 

ratio. Numbers are rising aga in , as the department boasts 

approx imate ly 400 undergraduate students and 27 graduate 

students. 

Brown sa id the miss ion of th e department is to offe r 

und e rgradu a te coursework with a goa l o f providing a 

thorough understanding of the criminal justice system and its 

ho micid e de tec tive , a na rco t ic 

detective and a SWAT team member. He also investiga ted 

aggrava ted batteri es and shootings. Follow ing the sto rm, 

many of the offi ce rs, including Amos, were reass igned to 

street patrols. 

"I stayed in the c ity throughout the storm, and we held 

onto our stati on - District O ne," Amos sa id. "The o ther 

stations were abandoned. 
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"Katrina was a horrible experi ence. The elements d id not 

bother me, but the media fa iled to capture the worst of the 
storm 's afte rmath - the fera l environment. By day fo ur, we 

were gathered in pockets around the Superdome hoping to 

catch the people who were shooting at others simply because 

they could. We finally got to those who needed assistance, 

and we tried to help as many people as we could . As residents 

bega n to evac ua te, th e c ity 

became eerily calm and desolate." 

Accord ing to Amos, approxi­

mate ly 80 percent of the c ity's 

1,600 office rs los t eve rything; 
ma n y li ved within c ity limi ts 

beca use of a res iden cy req uire­
me nt . " My wife and I we re 

ext re me ly luc ky. W e li ve in a 

seco nd -fl oo r a pa rtm ent, so we 

ex pe rie nced n o wa te r d amage. 

The roof was ripp ed from th e 

apartment , but we los t ve ry few 

belongings." 

further graduate or profess ional educa tion . In add ition to 

Brown, the depa rtment includes fo ur full -time fac ul ty 
members: Dr. Dhruba J. Bora, Dr. Sa mu e l L. Dameron , 

Dr. Kimberly A DeTardo-Bora and Dr. Walte r Stroupe. 

"A unique contribution of the department is the develop­
ment of students' intellectual abilities, critica l thinking skills 

a nd problem-so lv ing skill s as they a re ex posed to th e 

practica l rea lities of how soc ial, 

economic and po li tica l contexts 

influence the roles of profess ionals 

and a lso the operat io n of t h e 

c rimina l justice system," Brow n 

aid . "We a lso are committed to 

research and educating students in 

fo rensic applications and techno­

logical integration. 

Prio r to the hurricane, Amos 

and h is partner were adv ising the 
FBI regarding gang activity in the 

sixth , seventh , eighth and ninth 

wards of New Orleans. However, 

Amos named a narcot ics ra id as 

Criminal Justice majors may also study Integrated Science 
and Technology, including courses in DNA and computer 
forensics. Television programs like "CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation" and movies like "Silence of the Lambs" have 
made this field increasingly popular with college 

"A degree often is not required 

in the criminal justice arena; it is 

an extra step. But, we continue to 

provide a quality education for our 

students, and we boas t excellent 

job placement fo llowing the com­

pletion of a degree. O ur students 
are very employable; if a depart­

ment or organization has hired one 

Marsha ll graduate, the odd s are 
students in the past several years. 

th e mos t momentous case of his ca ree r. "We sea rch ed a 
vehicle during a routi ne traffic stop in East New Orleans and 

fo und 14 kilograms of cocaine. C ustoms became invo lved 

and traced the drop to a ship anchored in our port. 

"There were 263 kilograms of cocaine attached to the 
bottom of the sh ip valued at more than $8 million," Amos 

sa id . "We worked through the night , and searches resulted in 

16 arrests. But, as significant as the raid was, it was t ied to 

just one shipment." 

Amos sa id his job is often thankless. "You cannot become 

a police officer for slaps on the back or because you want to 
be a h ero. It h as the po tenti a l to be a very rewarding 

profession, but you have to possess the right mindset." 

Brown agreed. "There was a period of time fo llowing 'The 

S ilence of the Lambs' when everyone wanted to be a forens ic 

psychologist, and now, shows like 'CS!' are emphas izing 

forens ics. But, these are not wide-open fields . 

"Most of our students choose to major in criminal justice 

because they would like to help others. It is not something 

you go into for the money, but there are many opportunities 

to make a difference." 

The graduate program is des igned to prepare pre-service 

studen ts fo r crimina l just ice ca ree rs and to enhance the 

knowledge and skills of individuals who have already begun 
their careers in the fi elds of corrections, law enforcement or 

lega l studies . The progra m also will prepare students for 
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great that they will h ire another." 

C riminal jus tice majo rs a lso may opt t o min o r in 

Integrated Science and Technology, enriching their curri cu­
lum with courses in DNA and computer forensics. 

"Forensics has become an increas ingly popular fi eld , and 

the ' instant gra tificat ion ' of computers h as ch anged the 

class ification of crime," Brown said. "We are trying to remain 
out in front by familiarizing our students with new computer 

programs and methods fo r combating these types of offenses." 

According to Brown , depa rtment members sh a re an 

asp iration of continued growth. 

"We wou ld like to deve lop a Ph .D. program, but its 

implementation wou ld require a large investment by the 

university. A program of this kind is becoming increas ingly 

necessa ry, as the conti nued demand for crimina l justi ce 
professionals creates a need fo r trained teachers." 

Brown sa id her profess ional experiences provide anecdotal 

in fo rmation rela ted to particular cases. "My expe rience 

enables me to operate on both sides of the fence - academic 

and professional. I also have an opportunity to gauge needs 

and wants in terms of the education of future professionals, 

a nd co n seq u e ntl y, we a r e ab l e t o a d ap t our 

curriculum accordingly." 0 

Jessica G. Farner is a freelance writer and graduate student attending 
Marshal l University's W. Page Pitt School of journalism and Mass 
Communications. 



Marcg is looking for you 
Online Community! 

Yes, Marco is looking for you. Have you joined the Online Community? 

Take advantage of this great opportunity to stay connected to your alma mater and your classmates, at no charge to you. 

Here's what the MUAA O nline Community offers: 
• Online Directory: A earchable and updated listing of all alumni including name and e-mail address - a great way to 
find your classmates. 
• Permanent E-Mail Addresses: A permanent e-mail forwardi ng address (which would be yourname@herdalum.org) for 
every alumnus who registers. 
• Broadcast E-Mail: @MARSHALL, a monthly newsletter that goes out to more than 22 ,500 alumni who have a registered e-mail address - a 
hi-tech way to keep up with what is going on at Marshall. 
• Class Notes: A database for alumni to post notes regarding births, marriages, moves and career changes. 
• Events Calendar: A complete list of all upcoming MUAA and Marshall University events available on line. 
• Update your Marshall records online. 

Joining the MUAA Online Community is easy, free and painless. H ere's what you do: nn 
ALUMNI 

LlVU • Go to www.marshall.edu/a lumni and click on the MUAA O nline Community link at the top. 
• Hit "Click Here to Register Now." 
• Then just fo llow the simple steps and you will become a member of the online community. 
More than 20,000 Marshall alumni received news of the university last month via the Alumni Association's online com­
munity! Please register today and stay connected with Marshall University. 
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Please join us on April 21 and 22 

to celebrate Alumni Weekend 2006. 

Our theme this year is Memories are 

Made of This, so come share those 

memories and make new ones with 

friends old and new. 

We will be focusing on class 

reunions, an evening at the theatre 

and the 69th Annual Awards 

Banquet. 

We are pleased to announce that 

this year's activities will be sponsored 

by MBNA and SODEXHO. We value 

these partnerships and, with their 

support, the Alumni Association is 

able to provide more value for all 

that participate. 

More details about Alumni Weekend 
can be found on the MUAA web site at 

www.marshall.edu/alumni/. 



Memories Are Made of This ... 

L 
Friday & Saturday, April 2 I and 22 

The events are as follows ... 

The first official event of Alumni Weekend is a Champagne 

Reception from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. Friday, April 21, at the 

Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre in the Joan C. Edwards 

Performing Arts Center. Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be served. 

Following the reception at 8 p.m. is the play, The Tragedy of 

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, performed by 

Marshall's Department of Theatre. The cost of the reception 

and the play is $20 per person. This includes Coffee with the 

Director from 7 to 8 p.m. If you wish to attend the reception 

only, the cost is $10. 

Saturday 

An estate planning program will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 

10 a.m. In Charitable Aspects of Estate Planning, you can 

1
leam how to integrate philanthropic intentions with your 

overall tax, estate and financial plans. This interactive dis­

cussion will be presented by Mandilyn (Mandy) J. Hart, 

CTFA, director of gift planning for The Marshall University 

Foundation, Inc. A continental breakfast will be served start­

ing at 8:30, in the John Marshall Dining Room, MSC, with 

remarks to begin at 9. The event is sponsored by the Heritage 

Society and is free for all participants. For more information, 

please call Mandv Hart at (304) 696-6708. 

The Class Luncheon will honor the 50th reunion class 

(1956), the 60th reunion class (1946) and the 10th reunion 

class (1996). They will be joined by the Grand Class - those 

who graduated before 1956. The event will take place from 

l l :30 a.m. until l :30 p.m. in the Shawkey Dining Room. 

The cost is $20 per person. Lunch is complimentary for mem­

bers of the reunion classes. 

The Spring Green and White Football Game will be at the 

Joan C. Edwards Stadium at 4 p.m. For tickets call (304) 

696-HERD or (800) THE-HERD. Tickets are $5. 

The President's Social will be at the Memorial Student 

Center Plaza from 6 to 6:45 p.m. The 69th Annual Alumni 

Awards Banquet, honoring our distinguished alumni and 

friends, will begin at 7 p.m. The cost is $40 per person or 

$75 per couple. 

Sunday 

The Scholarship Honor Reception, which annually recog­

nizes and honors our scholarship donors and recipients, is 

scheduled for 4 p.m. in the Don Morris Room in the 

Memorial Student Center. For more information, please call 

(304) 696-6214. 
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MU Alumni Association 2006 
Distinguished Alumni Award winners 

Nine a lumni and stud e nts will be h o no red a t 
the Alumni Awards Banquet on Saturday, April 22. 
The River Cities Club will receive the Alumni C lub of 
the Year award. The Distinguished Alumni Award will 
be presented to tenor J. Mark McVey and professional 
foo tball player Troy Brown. This award is given to 
Marshall alumni for outstanding national achievements 
in their particular fields of endeavor. 

Mc Vey, a native of Huntington, is best 
known for his theatre work, making his 

Broadway debut as Jean Valjean in Les 
Miserables, after having won the Helen 

Hayes Award for Outstanding Actor 
while in Washington, D.C. , with the 

show. He was the first American to per­
form that role in London's West End. 

Mark McVey 
Other Broadway credits include Captain 
Walker in The Who's Tommy, Tommy 

Tune's The Best Little Whorehouse Goes Public and The Show 
Goes On, with Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt. National 
tours and regional works include Carousel, My Fair Lady, 
South Pacific , Seven Brides and Showboat. 

He made his Carnegie Hall debut in 1997 and has per­
formed with numerous symphonies across the world includ­
ing Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, New York, The 
National Symphony, Montreal and numerous others. 

Mc Vey also performs solo and with his wife C hristy Tarr­
McVey, and has been featured in industrial shows all over the 
country, including The Adventure of the Sea, one of the RCC's 
super cruise liners. 

Mark and his wife, C hristy, are the parents of two young 
daughters, Grace Holly and Kylie Elizabeth. 
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Brown, a wide receiver for the New England Patriots of 
the National Football League, was a major scoring threat in 1-
AA football during his final two seasons with Marshall 
(1 99 1-92). He averaged a touchdown every eight times he 
touched the ball, tied the NCAA record for the most touch­
downs on kick returns in a single season and became the 
NCAA's all-time leader in kickoff return average. Brown fin ­

ished his senior season with 101 receptions for 1,654 yards 
and 16 touchdowns, added 158 yards and two rushing touch­
downs, returning 20 punts for a 10-yard average and 27 kick­
offs for a 23.3-yard average. Brown had a breakout year in 
2001 and was a key figure in the team's Super Bowl XXXVI 

victory. He also made some important contributions when 
the team won Super Bowl XXXVlll two years later. Brown 

was drafted by the Pats out of Marshall University and made 
his debut in 1993. Brown signed a new contract with the 
Patriots in 2005 . 

He and his wife, Kimberly, have two sons, Sir'mon and 

SaanJay. 
The Community Achievement Award will be presented 

to Dr. Barbara Priddy Guyer. This award is given to alumni 

fo r success in their fields of endeavor and personal contribu­
tions to their respecti ve communities. 

Dr. Barbara Guyer 

Guyer retired as director of the 
Higher Education for Leaming Problems 
(H.E.L.P.) in August 2005 . As director 
emeritus, she continues to be an integral 
part of the program, especially with 
Medical H.E.L.P. , fundraising and repre­

senting H.E.L.P. at conferences. 
She received her bachelor of sc ience 
degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, a master's degree from The 
Ohio State University, a master's degree 

from the College of Graduate Studies of Marshall University 
and a doctorate from the University of Virginia. 



G uyer taught grades two through six and later, remedial 
reading in a women's prison. She was principal of several 

schools including two learning disabilities centers which she 
organized in Richmond , Va. She began the H.E.L.P. Program 
at Marshall in 1975 after she tested a particularly bright 
young man who had fa iled in college four times. H.E.L.P. has 
grown to 200 students with 10 full -time and 50 part-time 
employees. 

She is married to Dr. Kenneth Guyer, associate professor in 

the School of Medicine. They have two daughters, Greta 
Virginia G uyer, M.D., an endocrinologist in C harleston, and 

Jennifer Guyer Heiner, J.D., an attorney in Atlanta. 
The Distinguished Service to Marshall Award will be 

presented to businessman James E. Gibson and past Alumni 
Association President Jeffrey Porter. 

James E. Gibson 

Gibson, a 1962 graduate, is a retired 
businessman living in Sarasota, Fla. He 
has provided significant financial support 
to Marshall by establishing the Verna K. 

and James E. Gibson Endowment for 
Yeager Scholars and was a major donor in 
the (H.E.L.P.) Program building fund . 
Gibson also has been active in the Big 
Green Scholarship Foundation, the 
Society of Yeager Scholars and the 
Marshall University Foundation, Inc. He 

and his wife, Verna, joined the Pathway of Prominence in 
2003 and one of the new Marshall University dormitories is 
named Gibson Hall. The Gibsons were vice chairs of the 
Campaign for National Prominence and maj or benefactors to 
the new Erickson Alumni Center. 

The Gibsons fa ithfully attend Marshall athletic, academic, 
and alumni events and other university functions and are 
major supporters of Marshall athletics. Jim is a founding 
member of the Thunder Club and he and Verna are the only 
Life time Members. Jim is very involved in the Lewis College 
of Business with the Entrepreneur and Mentoring Program. 
He also is a great supporter of Hospice of Huntington and the 
Boys and Girls C lubs of Huntington and Sarasota. 
Coincidentally, the day he was told he would be honored 
with the Marshall University Alumni Association 

Distinguished Service Award, he also was notified he was 
chosen as the Man of the Year by Sarasota Boys and Girls 

C lub. 
The couple has two children, Kelly Winbigler and 

Elizabeth Allen. 
Porter is the owner of Porter & Associates, CPA, a 

Huntington firm where he has practiced accounting for the 

Jeffrey A. Porter 

past 2 7 years. He graduated from 
Marshall magna cum laude with a 
bachelor of business administration 
degree in 1977 and currently is pursuing 
a Master of Taxation through the 
University of Tulsa. He was a member of 
the Alumni Association board of 

directors from 1995 to 2005 and served 
as president of the board from 2000 to 
2003. His accomplishments as president 
include the design, approval and 

fundraising for a new alumni center; the implementation of 
an Online Community for alumni; the creation of the 
Carolyn B. Hunter Distinguished Faculty Service Award; and 
starting a Young Alumni Program. 

Porter has been active in his profession, serving on a 
national level with the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and chair of the National Conference on 
Federal Taxes. He has served in a variety of appointed 
positions, including chair of the West Virginia Lottery 
Commiss ion. Porter, along with his family, has been active in 
the mission fields in several countries as well as post­
Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. He serves as chair of the 
West Virginia Volunteers- in-Mission Advisory Board. 

Porter and his wife, Sharon, who is the current president 
of the Alumni Association, have two children, Deidre, a 
youth minister in Chattanooga, Tenn., and Jay, a sophomore 
at The Ohio State University. 

The Distinguished Service to Marshall Award is given for 
loyal and unselfish service to Marshall, and is not limited to 

Marshall alumni. 
The Carolyn B. Hunter Distinguished Faculty Service 

Award will be presented to Dr. Ramchandra Akkihal, pro­
fessor of finance and economics in the College of Business. 

Akkihal , a native of India, has been 
with Marshall since 1968 as a professor 

and researcher. He was director fo r the 
MBA program for 13 years, and currently 
serves as director of the Bhavan (India) 
MBA program for the Lewis College of 
Business (LCOB) , the first Marshall 

degree offered overseas. He is chair of 
the governing board and director of the 

Dr. Ramchandra Institute of Advanced Studies in 
Akkihal Dharwad (India). In 2000 he received 

the LCOB Distinguished Service Award; in 2001 , the 
Graduate Advisor of the Year award; in 2004, the Marshall 
University Distinguished Service Award; and in 2004-2005 , 
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the LCOB Graduate Faculty of the Year Award. He also 

helped estab lish Marshall overseas international programs in 

England and Spain. 

Akkihal is founding president of the Tri-State India 

Association which provides financial support for higher edu­

cation library resources and scholarships at Marshall. He also 

has initiated a number of events on campus that attracted 

hundreds of people from campus and the community to expe­

rience the culture of India, including internationally known 

Indian artists and musicians. 

He and his wife, Aparna (Class of 1971) have two sons, 

Anup, an engineering graduate student at MIT, and Amit, a 

student at Columbia University. 

The Hunter Award was created by the MUAA for the pur­

pose of recognizing outstanding achievements and providing 

incentives for continued service from faculty to the commu­

nity, the university and students in their respective fields. 

Award nominees are evaluated on their professional service 

to the community and their service to the university and its 

students. 

Two Nancy Pelphrey Herd Village 

Scholarships will be awarded to deserv­

ing students. 

Mallory Evans of Ona is a member of 

the marching band. A dietetics major, she 

is a member of Gamma Beta Phi, the stu­

dent dietetics assoc iation, and is an active 

member in Campus Flood and the 

Winfield Community Church. 
Mallory Evans Mary Cathleen Moxley of 

C hapmanville is a member of the cheer­

leading squad. A broadcast journalism 

major, she is a reporter for WMUL-FM, 

Marshall's radio station. She is also a 

mentor for Energy Express, a summer 

reading program for children. 

This scholarship was established in 

1998 by the MUAA board of directors, in 

honor of Nancy Pelphrey, Herd Village 

coordinator. Funds from the scholarship 

come from proceeds from Herd Village. 
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Jeff Mullins 

The Cam Henderson Scholarship 

Award will go to Gallipolis, Ohio, gradu­

ate student James "Jeff" Mullins . Jeff 
graduated magna cum laude from 

Marshall with a degree in biology. 

He was a member of the Thundering 

Herd footba ll team where he was the 

team captain. Mullins also was a two­

time CoSIDA (College Sports 

Information Directors of America) acad-

emic all -d istrict selection; a semifinalist 

for the Paul Draddy Award; and the Special Teams Player of 

the Week in the MAC Conference. He also was chosen as 

student-athlete representative for NCAA University Self­

Study. Mullins has volunteered fo r a number of civic groups, 

including Upward Bound, Big Brothers/Big Sisters and the 

United Way. 

The Cam Henderson Scholarship was established by the 

Alumni Association in the name of legendary footba ll and 

basketball coach Cam Henderson. It is given yearly to the 

student athlete who best exemplifies the spirit of scholarship 

while participating in athletics. 

The River Cities Club was chosen as the Alumni 

Association C lub of the Year. Led by President Brandon 
"Brandy" Roisman, this energetic group is dedicated to pro­

moting Marshall in the Tri -State area by holding annual post­

Homecoming game parties and membership drives. Proceeds 

from parties go to the River C ities Alumni C lub Scholarship 
designated for a child or grandchild of a Marshall alumus who 

is a resident of the River C ities area (Cabell, Wayne or 

Lincoln Counties, W.Va.; Lawrence County, Ohio; or Boyd 

County, Ky.). The club also hosted a focus group for Marshall 

President Stephen Kopp's Strategic Planning process, and 

soon hopes to raise funds for a naming opportunity for the 

new Erickson Alumni Center. 

Two new awards, the MUAA Board Member of the Year 

and the Young Alumni Award, will be presented for the first 

time this year. The winners will be announced during the 

awards ceremony. 

The Board Member of the Year must be successful in pro­

moting the association's vision statement among students, 

alumni and friends; promote the assoc iation 's core values; and 

work to move the association to the next level by bringing in 

new ideas. 

The criteria for the Young Alumni Award are that the per­

son must be 35 years old or younger; an active member of the 

Alumni Association; show outstanding achievement in his or 

her field of endeavor; have a personal commitment to his or 
her community; and demonstrate service to Marshall 

University and its students. 
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Alumni Weekend 
April 20 - 22, 2006 

Name _________________________ MU Class Year ___ _ 

Address _______________ City _______ State ___ Zip ___ _ 

Daytime Telephone ( -------Evening Telephone ( 

Your Guest __________________ MU Class Year ________ _ 

Reservations received after April 14 will be held at the first event. 

ROTC Annual Military Ball • Cocktails 5:30 p.m. • Receiving Line 
6:30 p.m. • Ceremony and Dinner 7 p.m. • John Marshall Dining 
Room (MSC) • For details call Capt. Elaine Johnson at 696-6450 

Champagne Reception • 6 - 7 p.m. • Francis-Booth Experimental 
Theatre, Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center • Heavy hors 
d'oeuvres • The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, 
performed by the MU Department of Theater • 8 p.m. 
• Note: Cost for Reception only is $10 per person 

Charitable Aspects of Estate Planning Breakfast • 8:30 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. • Mandilyn J. Hart, CTFA • John Marshall Dining 
Room, MSC • Phone (304) 696-6708 for reservations 

Class Luncheon to honor the 10th Reunion Class (1996), the 
50th Reunion Class (1956), the 60th Reunion Class (1946) and 
the Grand Class - those who graduated before 1956 • 11 :30 
a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. • Shawkey Dining Room, MSC • Tickets are 
complimentary for members of the reunion classes. 

Annual Green and White Spring Football Game • 4 p.m. • 
Joan C. Edwards Stadium • For tickets call (304) 696-HERD or 
(800) THE-HERD • Tickets are $5. 

President's Social • 6 - 6:45 p.m. • MSC Plaza 

Alumni Awards Banquet honoring Distinguished Alumni 
and Friends• 7 p.m. •Don Morris Room, Memorial Student 
Center 

No. of 
Tickets 

Price Per 
Person 

$45 per person 
----
$75 per couple 

Reception & 
play 

$20.00 ----
Reception only 

$10.00 

Complimentary 

$20.00 

Complimentary 

$40 per person 

$75 per couple 

Ticket Total 

Amount 

To make reservations and for more information, call the Office of 
Alumni Relations at: (800) MU-ALUMX (682-5869) or (304) 696-2901 

----1 
Postage & Handling $2.00 

Total Enclosed 
Please make checks payable and mail this form to: 

The Marshall University Alumni Association 
One John Marshall Drive • Huntington, WV 25755-6200 Alumni Weekend is sponsored by: 

I wish to charge my order to: D Visa D Master Card 

Credit Card Number _____________ Exp. ___ _ mbna ::Y • •• 
• 

Please include the 4 digits on the back of your credit card _____ _ SodeXho 
Signature ________________ _ 

Note: Credit card orders must exceed $10. 



MARSHALL HOM E COMING 2005 
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( l) Marco congratulates Homecoming Queen Alyson Doyle. Left to right, Grand Marshal Maj. Gen. (ret.) Dav id W. Stallings, 
Alyson, MUAA Pres ident Sharon Porter and Menis Ketchum, chair, MU Board of Governors. (2) Marshall students cheer on 
that 20-19 win over the University of Alabama-Birmingham. (3 ) MU President Stephen Kopp greets Maj. Gen. (rec.) Dav id 
W. Stallings , Homecoming Parade grand marshal. ( 4) Left to right during halftime: Le. Col. Joe Samek, professor of military 
science in Marshall's ROTC program; Grand Marshal Maj. Gen. Stallings; Menis Ketchum, chair, MU Board of Governors; 
Sharon Porter, MUAA pres ident; Michael Misiti , student body president, and Nikki Brown, student body vice president. (5) 
Marshall's oldest living alumna, Emma Lena Harshbarger, 107 years young, chats with Mrs. West Virginia America 2005 , 
Jaclyn Johnson, during the Homecoming Parade. 
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Brenda Williams BA'n MA'SJ 
' 

A a child growing up in Sophia in Raleigh County, 

Brenda Sm ith Williams a lways wanted to be a 

teacher, just like her next door neighbor. Brenda's 

academic career was geared toward that profession, beginning 

with earning a degree in comprehensive business education 

from Marshall , then going on to earn two master's degrees, 

on e in ed ucat ion a l ad mini stration from West Virginia 

Graduate Co ll ege in 1982 and a not h e r in vocational 

education from Marshall in 1983. 

Brenda's fir st teaching ass ignm ent was in h er n ative 

Raleigh Co unty. The field of ed ucat ion was of so much 
interest to her she decided to join the West Virginia State 

Department of Education in the area of business education 

a nd became the exec uti ve director in the Office of 

Techno logy. H e re sh e became inv o lv ed with so ftw a re 

implementation for different levels of educat ion in the state, 

from basic skills K-6 to federal educational technical programs. 

Her latest accomplishment and challenge is the imple­
mentation of the new SAS inSchool Program, award-winning 

ed ucat io n a l softwa re that is a part of the C urric ulum 

Pathways and supports the No C hild Left Beh ind program. 

"We h ad h ea rd abo ut SAS because we dea l with 

instructional software," said Brenda. "SAS leads the way by 

finding donors fo r programs. In this case , SAS co ntac ted 

Selby Wellman, former senior vice president of C isco Systems 
Inc. and a major supporter of Marshall University. When 

Se lby exp resse d inte res t, h e and SAS re presenta tiv es 

contacted our office." 

SAS provides interac tive 

lesson plans, activities fo r 

st ud e nts and ways to 

integrate techno logy 

into th e classroom. 

Any teacher at a n y 

school in the state is 

invit ed t o use th e 

online digital content , 

which focuses quite a bit 

on the areas which are the 

most difficult to teach . 

"The SAS Curriculum 

Pa thw ays deliver 

int e ract ive, 2 1st 

ce ntur y lea rnin g 

through quality lessons engaging high-order learning skills," 

explained Brenda. 

"Se lby was very thorough in making hi s dec is ion to 

support the program," added Brenda. "He wanted to make 

sure the software program was both appropriate and would 

make a difference. We also wanted to make sure it fit the 

state's Content Standards and Objectives. Once this was all 

worked out and we knew this was what we needed, we moved 

ah ead with training through the expertise of SAS , Mark 

Moore and Donna Landon, staff development trainers." 

The program began during the 2004-05 school yea r in 

grades 8 through 12. The next step will include the first two 

years of college. Marshall University participated last year 

and now the program has been expanded to other colleges. 
"Mr. W e llma n h as been such a wond e rful business 

partner," sa id Brenda. "He really 'gets it.' He understands how 

our economy in West Virginia will depend on the quality 

of education. 
"Professionally, I owe a great deal of my success to several 

of my Marsh all professors," sa id Brenda. "Nellie Ma ud e 

Dailey was my advi so r for t eac h er educ a tio n and h e r 

teachings have withstood the test of time from my student 

teaching to the present. I h ave a lso admired Dr. Robert 

Alexander. They both were very knowledgeable in their 

content and knew how to deliver the message for student 
comprehension." 

For her success and interest in providing these state-of­

the-art programs, Brenda was one of "Ten Educators of the 

Decade" in instructional technology as named by Electronic 
Learning Magazine. She also earned the national 2003-04 

SETDA (Sta t e Edu ca ti o n a l Techn o logy Direc to r 

Assoc ia tion) Leadership Award, the first award given by 

her peers. 

Brenda is quick t o point o ut th a t these a nd o th e r 

instruct ional technology program accolades are due to the 

work of the Office and Technology staff and educators at the 

county and classroom levels. 

In additi on to h e r professiona l duti es, sh e e nj oys 

participating in church and listening to Southern gospel 

mu sic . H er husband, C lacy, is a membe r of the Gospel 

H a rmony Boys of Huntingto n . The ir son, C hip , is an 

attorney in Beckley and her daughter, Myla, is in real estate 

in New York C ity. 
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Tom Bailey, BA'84 
Novelist, Professor of English at Susquehanna Universiry 

F ailing the first grade, being diagnosed with a reading 

disorder and getting a 1.9 grade point average the 
first semester of freshman year at Marshall is not 

usually a measure of great success. However, for Barboursville 
native Torn Bailey, the struggle with dyslexia and the process 

of learning to read led to a career he never could have 
imagined early in life. 

Torn entered Marshall Univers ity with the goal of becom­
ing a phy ica l therapist, but he did not do well in classe . 
What he really liked to do, and had been doing since the fifth 

grade, was to write. But it never occurred to him he could 
ever be good enough to write for a living. 

Then Torn signed up for Marshall English professor Jane 
Wells' creative writing class and everything changed. 

"I owe Jane my life," Torn said. "She was the first person to 

tell me I had a gift as a writer. At that point I just needed 
someone to tell me I was good at something. I credit her with 

teaching me the importance of weighing every word and to 
listen to the characters when I write their stories." 

Torn became obsessed with writing. He never waited for a 
deadline. He got up ea rly every day to write. English profes­

sors Richard Spi lman and Lenny Deutsch also encouraged 
Torn. "Had they not all taken 

me seriously, I never 
would have accom­
plished what I have." 

Soon, Torn turned 
his 1.9 into a 4.0. 

Upon graduation, he 
was selected for the 

Teaching Writing 
Fellowship 

at the 
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University of Iowa's fa med Writer's Workshop where he went 

on to earn a Master of Fine Arts degree. He rece ived his 
doctorate in 1991 from the State University of New York­
Bingharnton. He taught at SUNY-Cortland fo r three years 

and Harvard University fo r five years, and now teaches 
creat ive writing at Susquehanna University in Pennsylvania. 

Among other honors, Torn rece ived the National 
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship in Fiction and a 

Newhouse Award from the John Gardner Foundation. He has 
published Crow Man, a collection of short fiction , as well as 
On Writing Short Stories and A Short Story Writer's Companion, 
both from Oxford University Press. 

Tom's greatest work to date is hi s first novel, The Grace 
That Keeps This World, published by Random House. The 
work is about the events that befall a tightly knit rural town 
fo llowing a tragic hunting acc ident. The novel, which tackles 

the bond of fam ily and community and the solace of belief, is 
based on his earlier short story, Snow Dreams. It won the 
Pushcart Award, a yearly prize given for the best literary 

works published by small presses. 
The lyrica l quali ty of Tom's writing style is partly due to 

his dyslexia. "I was taught to read by sounds," Torn explained. 
"My understanding of language offers me a different way of 

see ing things. Sometimes this can be problematic in my 
writing - my syntax can be a little off, for example. But I 
think writing is about more than how well you write sentence 
to sentence. I think it is about 'seeing.' In the end, the 

dyslexia may have been a blessing for me. It helps me 'see' 
things differently. 

"What I want more than anything is to have readers," Tom 
added. "That is why I became a writer. Fiction has a job to do. 

It deepens feelings. Fiction is what is true at heart. It's a way 
of examining yourself about dea ling with grief, belief in God 

and community, and it makes sense of senselessness 
and chaos." 

Bailey's second novel, Cotton Song, wi ll be published 
by Random House in Fall 2006. He is at work on his 

th ird novel, Sunny Hills . 
Tom's wife, Sarah, is a managing editor fo r 

Susquehanna University Press. They have three 
children, Samuel, Isabel and William, and an 

English mast iff named Addie. 



Please share your news with us 
by fi lling out the form included 
with your magazine. Preference 
will be given to active alumni· 
other news will be printed as ' 
space allows, and should be 
received within six months of 
the event. For more Class 
Notes , go to www.alumnicon­
nections.com/marshal I/. 

Arrivals 
To Denise Hicks Brown 
(BA'95) and Kenneth Brown of 
Oakland, Calif. , a son, Douglas 
Saulsbury, on Sept . 27 , 2005. 

To Kerry Frame (BSN '03) and 
Mike Frame (BSN '99, MS '04) , 
a daughter, Meredith Kate , on 
Sept. 10 , 2005. 

To Sarah Smalley (BA'02) and 
Jerod Smalley (BA'O I) of 
Columbus, Ohio , a son, Brady 
Heath , on Sept. 5, 2005. 

To Debbie Perdue and 
Kristopher Scott Perdue 
(BS '02) of Kenova , twin sons , 
Kaleb Mark and Kodey David, 
on Sept . I , 2005. 

To Rhonda Davis (BA'94 
MS '97) and Mark Davis ' 
(MSA'96) of Charlottesville 
Va., twins, a daughter and a ~on , 
on June 21 , 2005 . 

To Sheri Emory and Neil 
Cunningham Emory (BA'92) of 
Arlington, Va. , a son, Eric 
Banner, on May 20 , 2005. 

To Sonya Casey Patrick 
(MBA'04) and Charles Patrick 
of Huntington , a daughter, 
Isabella Rose, on May 14 , 2005. 

To Molly Brown-Boulay 
(BA'94) and Dennis Boulay 
(BA'92), a daughter, Gabrielle 
Sophie , on March 12, 2005. 

Marriages 
Natalie Ray (BA'02) and 
Kenneth Zigmond (MU'OI) of 
Hurricane on May 21 , 2005. 

Keri Autumn Walker (BA'02) 
and Jesse Lee Baldwin (AS'02) 
of Sissonvi lle on July 23, 2005 . 

In Memoriam 
The Marshall University Alumni 
Association extends sincere sym­
pathy to the families of the follow­
ing alumni and friends. 

John "Mike" Chapman (att.) of 
Nashville, Tenn. , on Sept. 3 , 
2005 , at age 54. 

Omer C. Fleshman Jr. (BA'50) of 
Birmingham, Ala., on Oct. 3 , 
2005, at age 79 . 

John Patrick Killoran (BS '62) of 
Eagle River, Alaska, on Aug . 19 , 
2005 , at age 68 . 

Phyllis Belle Knight-Turner of 
Proctorville , Ohio , on Sept. 24 , 
2005, at age 82. She was a former 
secretary for the athletic depart­
ment during the 1960s and 1970s 

Leskie J. Pinson (BA'82, M'85) 
of Hypoluxo Island , Lantana , 
Fla. , on July 30, 2005 , at age 45. 

Alice Bail Strickland (MA'50) of 
Summersville on Feb. 11 , 2005 . 

Dr. Elmer R. White (AB'57) of 
Boone, N.C ., on Jan. 4, 2004, at 
age 67 . 

Class Notes 
1940s 

EmmaLena Harshbarger 
(BA'49) celebrated her 107th 
birthday on November 30 in 
Milton . She came to Marshall 
College in 1917 , received a 
Certificate of Proficiency in 1918 
and a B.A. in 1949. She taught at 
Milton Elementary School for 
one year, then went on to teach in 
Ravenswood and Charleston 
before returning to Milton in 
1922. She worked as a substitute 
teacher as late as 1961 , with a 
total of 23 years in Cabell County 
schools. Emma was married to 
Paul S. Harshbarger, and her son, 
Sam, was a ch ief justice of the 
West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals. 

Stan Maynard , director of 
Marshall's June Harless Center 
for Rural Education, recognized 
Harshbarger as Marshall's oldest 
living graduate. 

1950s 
Jack Young (BS'54) of 
Oceanside , Calif., is retired as 
president of Lions Valley 
Stonew~e , but sti ll enjoys flying . 
He received his pilot 's license his 

first year at Marshall and had an 
opportunity to fly a jet for the 
first time this summer. 

Aubrey Lee 
(MA'56) of 
Detroit, M ich ., 
was one of three 
local business 
executives hon­
ored at the Sixth 
Annual Walsh 
College Jeffery 
W. Barry 

Tribute Dinner November 2005 
in Rochester, Mich . Lee received 
the Jeffery W. Barry Educational 
Excellence and Service Award for 
bringing the business world into 
the classroom and education into 
the business world . Lee , who 
retired after a di stinguished 42-
year banking career, is a member 
of the Wal sh College Board of 
Trustees. 

James E. Barton (BA'56, 
MA'56) of Granville , Ohio, was 
elected to the Financial Advisors 
Hall of Fame, one of only three 
selected for the honor. The award 
recognizes achievement, commu­
nity service and contributions to 
the financial services industry. 
Barton 1s founder of Jim Barton 
& A~sociates Inc., which special­
izes m estate planning , li fe and 
health insurance, investment 
planning and corporate financial 
services. 

Johnnie H. Corns (BA'58) of 
Churchville, Va ., has a new book 
out, Through Buffalo Gap , the 
story of Native American and 
colonist struggle in the settling of 
western Virginia in the mid 18th 
century. The story reflects the 
Battle of Point Pleasant and con­
cludes on the slopes of Seneca 
Rocks. 

Dr. Philllp H. Barnhart (BA'59) 
of Pensacola , Fla ., a retired pastor 
of 45 years ' service, has written 
13 books since retiring in 2002. 
The books include short stories 
meditations, quotes, scriptures ' 
and poems. 

1960s 
Dr. Darlene Harbour Unrue 
(BA'60, MA'64) of Las Vegas, 
Nev., has published Katherine 
Anne Porter: The life of an 
Artist , a biography of the 20th 
century novelist. Unrue is a pro­
fessor of English at the 
University of Nevada. 

Deanna Townsend Lewis 
(BA'6 1) retired in 1994 after 32 
years of teaching consumer eco­
nomics in Lexington and 
Louisville, Ky. As a recent 
widow, she continues a very 
active life in Prospect , Ky. and 
Naples , Fla. 

Judy Light Ayyildiz (BA'63), a 
veteran of 43 years of marriage to 
U.S. naturali zed Turkish­
American citizen Dr. Vedii 
Ayyildiz, has published her ninth 
book , thi s time in Istanbul. Some 
of My Ancestors Are Ottomans 
and Turks , a full-color book tar­
geted for middle school , is pub­
lt shed by Greenhouse Bookstore 
Cafe. 

Bob Pruett (BA'65) has pub­
ltshed Purpose and Passion , a 
324-page hardback book about 
his nine years as head football 
coach at Marshall. The book 
written by sports author Bill' 
Chastain, features a CD of game 
highlights from the Pruett years 
and a foreword by former 
Marshall quarterback Chad 
Pennington, who now plays for 
the NFL's New York Jets. 

Joseph Hughes (BA'64, MA'67) 
of San Francisco, Calif ., exhibit­
ed his West Virginia Paintings, 
1950s - 1960s at the Delf Norona 
Museum in Moundsville in 
September 2005 . He also exh ibit­
ed in Abstraction: Spirit and 
Space at Saint Mary's College in 
Moraga, Calif. 

Rebecca Agnew Huffman 
(MS '66) , a retired educator of 33 
years, including teaching at 
Marshall, 1s a volunteer for the 
outdoor education program for 
Texas Parks and Wildlife teach­
ing at women 's conferen~es 
throughout the state. She lives in 
Austin, Texas. 

Lloyd D. Lewis (BA'67, MAJ'71) 
taught Engli sh to seventh and 
eighth graders in a private school 
in Changzhou , Jiangsu Province 
China , in July 2005. Lewis was~ 
member of the 46-person team 
that taught in several cities in 
China, sponsored by the 
Department International Studies. 
The Appalachians Abroad-Teach 
in China Program is administered 
by Dr. Clark Egnor, Dr. Will 
Edwards and Qing Qing Zhao of 
Shanghai. 
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1970s 
Dianna Shinn Berry ( BA' 70) 
re tired fr o m Wood Co unt y 
Public Schools as a band direc­
to r , a nd rece ntl y compl e ted a 
mas te r 's deg ree in ve rba l and 
non-verbal communi cation. She 
now volunteers fo r the Fine Arts 
Center, at homeless shelters, the 
Wo me n a nd C hil d re n 's Cr i i 
Center and The Humane Society. 

Carolyn Bailey Thompson, 
Ed.D. (BA' 70 , MA' 73) reti red as 
the a sociate dean for student 
affa irs at the West Virginia 

chool of Osteopathic Medicine. 
She had been on the staff there 
since 1985 . 

Maj. Gen. 
James C. 
Hylton 
(BBA' 7 I) 
retired from 
the Network 
Enterpri se 
Technology 
Command/9th 
Army Signal 
Command at 

Fort Huachcuca, Ari z., in 
eptember 2005 . During 

Hylton's tenure , NETCOM/9th 
ASC personnel partic ipated in 
opera tions and exercises 
th roughout the world , including 
Operation Iraqi Freedom , 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Cobra Gold , Joint Guardi an and 
Joint Forge/Dynamic Respon e. 
They also provided signal sup­
port when the tsunami hit 
South west Asia, and hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita ravaged the 
Gul f Coast. 

Gary Pommerenck (BBA'71 ) 
has been awarded the Certi fied 
Workforce Development 
Profess ional (CWDP) credenti al 
by the National Association of 
Workforce Development 
Profess ionals . Pomrnerenck is 
the executi ve director of work­
force development fo r the 
Di vision o f Workforce 
Development at the Marshall 
Community and Technical 
College. 

Daniel Durfee (BS ' 72, MS'77) 
was selected for Who's Who 
Among America 's Best Teachers . 
He is a professor of engineering 
and cience at Zane State 
Co llege in Zanesville, Ohio , 
where he has taught for 28 years. 
Thi s award is student nominated. 
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Mary Dolan Palma (BA'75) of 
Whee ling was West Virginia' 
winner of the Presidential Award 
fo r Excellence in Math and 
Science Teaching . The award 
included $ I 0 ,000 , a trip to 
Washington, D.C. to meet the 
president and a trip to Disney. 
Palma was also named the 
tate ' 2004 Math Teacher of the 

Year. 

Julie lapin Lusk (BA'75) of 
Cinc innati , Ohio, has published 
her fourth book, Yoga 
Meditations: Timeless Mind­
Body Practices (Whole Person 
Press). She has also released two 
more guided relaxation and 
imagery CDs called 
Wholesome Relaxation and 
Wholesome Energizers. 

Rachel Coleman Owens 
(BS '78, MS '90) received her 
master ·s degree in library and 
in formation science from 
Florida State Uni vers ity in 
August 2005. She is a reference 
librarian at Daytona Beach 
Community College in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 

1980s 
Cynthia Westover-Lalli (BA'80) 
of Hilliard , Ohio , was appointed 
language arts coordinator fo r the 
Worthington (Ohio) C ity 
Schools. She has been a public 
school admin istrator fo r 16 years 
and was a teacher prior to that. 

Steve Hesson (att . ' 80s) teamed 
together with three other ac tors 
in a musical tribute to the late 
singer Frank Sinatra. My Way, 
which played at Martha's 
Vineyard Playhouse through 
September 10 , is garnering 
'·buzz" as the next off-Broadway 
smash hit. Hesson has been 
making his living as a profes­
sional actor since 1997 , includ­
ing two episodes of Court TV 's 
Forensic Files and promotional 
spot fo r Pfizer and Animal 
Pl anet. 

Scott Tyree (BS '84 , MS '86) is 
an attorney and owns the Teays 
Valley law firm Tyree, Embree 
and As oc iates. He recently 
opened another business in 
Teays Valley, with Mar hall 
alumnus Rick Whitten. The law 
fi rm and Whitten have partnered 
to open a new branch of 
Coldwell Banker Advantage 
Real Estate. 

Col. John 
"Steve" 
Myers 
(BA'84) of 
Michigan 
was reas­
signed as the 
Army' pro­
ject manager 
fo r fu ture 

tactical systems, with the mis­
sion of developing and acqu ir­
ing systems to support an 
Expeditionary Army. He wi ll be 
charged with experimentation 
efforts geared toward the deve l­
opment of the next generation of 
tactical wheeled vehicles . In 
2004 Myers earned a master 's 
degree in strategic studies from 
the Army War College. 

Tim Gallagher (BA'85) of orth 
Plainfie ld , .J ., fo rmer ass i tant 
baseball coach at Marshall , ha 
published several art icle in 
American Baseball Coaches 
Assoc iation and Baseball 
Coaches Association publica­
tions. The articles have 
appeared in Coaching Digest 
and From the Dugout. 

Cmdr. 
William E. 
Balley II 
(BA'86), U.S . 
Navy Supply 
Corps, 
assumed 
command of 
the Defense 
Distribution 
Depot in 

Puget Sound , Wash. He was pre­
viously director of industrial 
support , Trident , which included 
responsibility as the intermedi­
ate maintenance faci lity supply 
officer and the strategic 
weapons faci lity (Pacific) up­
pl y officer, as well as deputy to 
the commanding officer fo r 
Operating Forces Support in 
Fleet Industrial Supply Center, 
Puget Sound. 

Dr. Leon Newton (RB A'87, 
MA'89) has published The 
Newspaper Boy, a novel about 
an lrish family during the 1900s 
and their son's struggle to be 
successful and fulfill the 
American dream. 

Marsha Lee Blue Dille (BA'88) 
of Ona is now a teacher at 
Peyton Elementary and Centra l 
City School in Huntington. 

Michael Barber (BBA'88) was 
enshrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame in South 
Bend , Ind. , in August 2005 . 
Barber, a wide receiver, earned 
All American honors in 1987 
when Marshall pl ayed in the 
NCAA Di vis ion I-AA national 
championship game , and was 
voted Marshall 's Athlete of the 
Decade fo r the 1980s. Barber 
was drafted by the San 
Francisco 49ers and spent five 
years in the FL. 

Klara "Kay" 
Boynton 
Reynolds 
(MA'88) of 
Lucasv ille, 
Ohio , a 
member of 
the Shawnee 
State 
Uni versity 

board of trustees s ince 1999 , 
has been elected fo r a nine-year 
term as chair of the board . 
Reyno lds is owner o f Scioto 
Rental Management and 
Boynton Farms. She is serving 
her fifth term as the Republican 
state central committee woman 
for the 14th State Senatori al 
Di strict and served on the 
search committees fo r three 
state Supreme Court justice 
candidates. 

Bennie Ward Petrey (BA'89) 
of Little Rock, Ark ., joined the 
teaching staff at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Catholic School 
as a computer science teacher 
fo r 2005-2006. 

Lorenzo Whitestone (RBA'89) 
was honored with the Direct 
Service Award in June 2005 , 
given by the Juvenile Court 
Association of Georgia, the 
state's highest award fo r juve­
nile court officers. Whitestone 
received the award for his out­
standing commitment to juve­
nile offenders and their fami lies 
and getting them back on the 
right path toward a producti ve 
li fe. 

Randall Alan White (BBA'89 , 
MB A'95, MSM '97) has accept­
ed the position of chief operat­
ing officer at Westview 
Hospital in Ind ianapolis, Ind . 
He was the ACEO of Cleveland 
Regional Hospital in Cleveland , 
Texas. 



1990s 
Julie Aliff (BA'90) of Richmond, 
Va., who is in healthcare sales, 
recently completed a certifica­
tion class to teach yoga. 

John F. M asterson (att.) moved 
to Cedar Rap ids, Iowa , in 
February 2005 to take the pos i­
tion of lead fi nancia l analys t for 
AEGON In urance. 

James M. Owston (MA'9 l , 
EdS'99) recently achieved certi ­
fication as a WebCT senior tra in­
er at the WebCT Conference in 
San Francisco . Owston joins a 
community of about 300 tra iners 
worldwide with only 20 percent 
hav ing attai ned senior level sta­
tus. He is currently the assoc iate 
vice president fo r instructional 
technology at Mountain State 
Uni versity in Beckley. 

Susan Nicholas Korstanje 
(BA'90) publi shed a children's 
book, Are You a Good Stranger? 
Susan is the weekend news 
anchor at WSAZ ewschanne l 
3 and pres ident of Marshall 's 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication Alumni 
Association. Nicholas is mar­
ried to Doug Korstanje, a 
reporter at WS AZ . 

Mark Riffle (BA'9 l ) and his 
wife, Julie, of Palmetto Pepper 
Potions LLC in Forest Acres, 
S .C. , are pleased to announce 
that two of their fl avors captured 
First Pl ace awards in the interna­
tional ZestFest Golden Chile 
Fiery Foods Challenge held in 
Fort Worth , Texas. Thi s is a cov­
eted blind judg ing competi tion 
sponsored annuall y by Chile 
Pepper Magazine and has been 
fea tured on the Food Channel 
and other networks. 

Christopher McDowell (BA'9 1) 
of C incinnati is one of 29 attor­
neys fro m Dinsmore & Shohl 
LLP to be named an Ohio Super 
Lawyer Ri si ng Star by Law & 
Politics Media. Dinsmore & 
Shohl is a full -serv ice law fi rm 
wi th more than 250 attorneys 
wi th offices in Cincinnati , 
Columbus and Dayton, Ohio; 
Lex ington and Louisv ille, Ky.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Charleston, 
W. Va. 

Bill Bissett (BA'92, MA'97) is 
director of public relations at 
Marshall Uni versity's South 
Charleston campu . 

Matthew Wildt (BA'92, 
MA'96) has been named associ­
ate athletic di rector fo r ticket 
operations and football admini s­
tration at the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. He has 
spent the past eight years at the 
Uni ver ity of Wyoming, most 
recently servi ng as ass istant ath­
letics director fo r Ticket 
Operation and Special Events. 
Wildt worked in the athletics 
department at Marshall fo r three 
years. 

Maj. James M. Klein (RB A'93) 
earned a Bronze Star Medal in 
support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom II . Kle in , the opera­
tions officer for the 434th 
Log istics Read iness Squadron , 
was deployed to the Green Zone 
in Baghdad , Iraq . from Dec. 15 , 
2004, to April 22, 2005. He is 
credi ted with success full y plan­
ning a deployment of more than 
400 Iraqi Special Police 
Commandos and coordinated 
the movement of multiple cap­
tured insurgents from Northern 
Iraq to Baghdad . Klein has con­
cluded his tour of duty. 

Jennifer Kay Marsch (BBA'96, 
MBA'OO) is working for a hos­
pital network in Cincinnati , 
Ohio , in human resources. 

Curtis Robert Capehart 
(BA'98) of Winfie ld has joined 
the law firm of Huddleston 
Bolen LLP in their Huntington 
offi ce. Hi s wife, Kri sta , com­
pleted her pre-pharmacy under­
graduate credits at Marshall 
before getting her doctorate in 
pharmacy from Uni versity of 
Michigan. 

Cynthia Coulson (MA'98) of 
Charleston attained the National 
Board of Profess ional Teaching 
Standards certi fication in 

ovember 2004. She is certi fied 
in music , early childhood and 
middle childhood education. 

2000s 
Roxanne M. Smith (RBA'OO , 
MA'05) is a counselor with the 
Heart of Appalachia Educational 
Opportunity Center at Marshall , 
ass isting residents of Lincoln , 
Mason and Wayne counties who 
want to further their education. 

Craig Morgan (BA'O 1) of 
Phoeni x, Ariz. , has joined the 
law ftrm of Perkins Coie Brown 

& Bai n as an associate. He was 
previou ly a judic ial law clerk 
to the Hon . Jefferson L. 
Lankford of the Ari zona Court 
of Appea ls. The group is made 
up of 290 liti gators who repre­
sent pl aintiffs and defendants 
acros the spectrum of business 
and other dispute , from re la­
ti vely imple contract matters 
to hi ghly complex cases. 

Dr. Clark M . Egnor (Ed .D'O I), 
executi ve director of the Center 
fo r International Programs at 
Marshall , has been named wi n­
ner of the 2005 Cyrus R. Vance 
Award fo r International 
Education in West Virginia in 
the category of postsecondary 
educators and institutions. 
Egnor plans to apply the $5 ,000 
award to the recently estab-
li hed Clair Matz Memori al 
Study Abroad Scholarship Fund 
to help Marshall students study 
abroad . 

Justin Paul Maynard (RBA'O I ) 
directed the film Night at the 
Apollo, produced by 
Philadelphia area based Hi Phi 
Pictures and SHIFfVIDEO. 
The fi lm has been selected as 
one of the fi fteen finalists fo r 
the ational Film Challenge 
contest. He also directed 
Romeo's Fate and Dream#4 for 
King Britt and the Nova Dream 
Sequence. 

Lori Woofter Zasloff (BA'02) 
and Zac Zasloff (BA'02) 
moved to Boston where Zac is 
director of logistical operations 
for Shoebuy.com, a leading e­
commerce company. Lori 
received her doctor of phys ical 
therapy from the MGH Institute 
of Health Professions in 
January 2005 and is working 
for Cape Ann Orthopedic and 
Sports Physical Therapy Center 
in Manchester, Mass . They 
were married in October 2005 
in Kauai. 

Brian Thacker (BA'02) accept­
ed a position at Wake Forest­
Rolesv ille Middle School locat­
ed in Raleigh , N.C ., as a 
teacher in busi ness/computers. 
He wa al o recently employed 
at Center Line Productions as a 
producer. 

Vince Payne (BA'02 , MA'05) 
is producer within the 
Uni versity of Florida Athletic 

Association in Gaine ville , Fla. 
He produces several shows 
including si mulcast call- in 
shows with Urban Meyer and 
former Marshall head men 's 
basketball coach Billy Donovan; 
and voice-over and segment 
producing fo r the GatorZone TV 
show which airs on Sun Sports 
(7 mill ion homes) throughout 
Florida and on Direct TV and 
Dish etwork . He also free­
lances as a sports announcer. 

Sonya Casey Patrick 
(MBA'04) and her husband , 
Charles, a student at Marsha ll , 
recently acquired the Ceredo­
Kenova Funeral Home in 
Ceredo, and the Ferrell­
Chambers Funeral Home in 
Huntington with business part­
ner Matt Chambers. 

Capt. John Whiteley (MS '05), 
director of the Inl and Waterways 
Academy at Marshall 
Community and Technical 
Co llege , has completed training 
and is now authorized as a 
WorkKeys Job Profiler by ACT, 
Inc. , of Iowa City, Iowa. 

And ... 

Carol Hughart (BA'86 , MA'93) 
and Jerry Warren (MA'02) have 
been accepted into the ninth edi­
tion of Who 's Wh o Among 
America '.s Teachers, 2004-2005 . 
They were nominated by a stu­
dent who fe lt they had made a 
difference in their life . Hughart 
has been a classroom teacher in 
Mason County for 20 years and 
currentl y teaches fifth and sixth 
grade special education students 
at Point Pleasant Intermediate 
School. Warren was a cl assroom 
teacher in Mason County up 
until last year when he accepted 
a position at the Mason County 
Board of Education. 

Dr. Robert L. Dingman of 
Virginia Beach, Va., professor 
emeritus of Marshall 's coun el­
ing program , is co-editor of On 
the Ground After September 1 I : 
Me111al Health Responses and 
Practical Knowledge Gained , 
published by Haworth Press. 
Dingman is an American Red 
Cross disaster volunteer, serv ing 
at the national headquarters and 
in New York after the attacks. 
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• 
Memories of the 1940s 

Marshall Memories 
by Berkeley Lyon McCraw, BA'44 

Reading Walter Caldwell's "Class of '4 7 Memories" was 
fascinating to me and brought back many of my own 

fo nd memories. I was also a student at Marshall in the forties 
with even a longer record than just college days . Mary Ellen 
Wise and I were the first students to go from first grade 
through college at Marshall. 

We started first grade at what was then called Marshall 
Laboratory School. The school grades were gradually added 
with the hi gh sc h oo l 
grades, with classes being 
h e ld in the regul a r 
college classrooms from 8 
a. m. until 1 p .m. each 
day. My gra ndm oth er, 
Harriot Lyon, was princi­
pal o f the e lementary 
sch oo l and Miss Faulk 
was principal of seventh 
through eleventh grades. 

biology. Since the early fort ies were war years, I graduated in 
three years, go ing three regular terms and two summers. 
Coach Cam Henderson was one of our college idols, as we ll 

as Ms. Louise McDonough, our PE teacher and mentor, an 
inspiration for me. 

My younger sisters, N a ta li e and Harriet , were a lso 
Marshall grads. Sadly, they are deceased. Sammy C lagg and 
Bob Gibson were great college friends and we still keep in 

touch. Also, Bob White 
and oth er Marsh a ll 
friend s n o w in a 
Huntington ret irement 
community keep each 
o ther updated, a lon g 
with Ma rsh a ll grads 
Betty Jean Brown Hix 
a nd Marge Willi s 
Enicks. 

One memo ry of th e 
hi gh schoo l principal 
s tands o ut . One after­
n oo n in my seventh 
grade I was playing 
football with the "guys" 
and Miss Faulk called me 
into her office. She told 
me that if my grand -

The Marshall Laboratory School in the 1940s. 

Although it was hard 
during the war years, the 
forties at Marshall were 
still the "good ole days" 

fo r man y of us. Man y 
thanks to all the teach­
ers we had, my sorority 
sisters at Sigma S igma 
S igma and th e oth er 

mot h e r we ren't the 
elementary school principal, she would suspend me as girls do 
not play footba ll. Odd ly enough I went on to become a 
teacher of physical education and coached girls' volleyball 
and track and field. During my college years I also helped in 
the biology lab, majoring in physical education , math and 

educationa l o rga ni za ­
tions. Now, at age 82, 

I still try to "practice what I preached" and I figure if "we 
don't use it we'll lose it." So, I play golf at least three days a 

week and do my mileage walking at our local mall on the 
days I don't play golf. 

So, Marshall - Thanks fo r the Memories! 

This co lumn is designed to give you the opportunity to share pleasant memories of your student days at Marshall 
College/University. You can send your memory, 300 words or fewer, to Marshall Memories, MU Alumni Association, One John 
Marshall Dr., Huntington, WV 25755; or e-mail drastura@marshall.edu. 
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St. Mary's Weight 
Loss Surgery Center 

Clinically severe obesity is a dangerous health 

condition. Fortunately, it's not one that you must 

endure alone. The Weight Loss Surgery Center at 

St. Mary's Medical Center offers the only proven, 

succes ful method to help men and women with 

clinically severe obesity lose weight and keep it off. 

If you are serious about your desire to 

lose weight and gain a healthy lifestyle, 

the experienced staff at St. Mary's 

Weight Loss Surgery Center will help 

you, step by step, with counseling, 

surgical intervention, nutritional 

guidance and ongoing support. 

For more information, call 

304-399-4903 or 1-800-9ST-MARY. 

ST.MARY'S 
WEIGHT LOSS 

SURGERY CENTER 
2900 First Avenue• Huntington, WV 25702 

304 .. 3994903 • www.st-marys.org 

Kara Jessie, after bariatric mrgery. 
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