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What are infographics?

Infographics = information graphics

“A visualization of data or ideas that tries to
convey complex information to an audience in a
manner that can be quickly consumed and easily
understood.”

Smiciklas p.3




Is this something new?

» Not really -
» 1786 William Playfair explains numeric | e mﬁ»’f{wi‘m;él_ﬁ‘zf{_%‘i
data using linear graphs, pie charts, e e R S

and bar graphs

» 1850-70 Charles Joseph Minard ) |
combines maps with flow charts to
explain geographical statistics

» 1970-1990 Increasing use by The Sunday B
Times (UK), USA Today, and Time
Magazine

» The Internet has vastly expanded the
use of infographics




Why Infographics?

<+ About 50% of the brain 1s dedicated to visual functions -
we are hardwired for images

< Text Is processed In a linear manner:
It’s—ten— minutes — until — three— o’clock.

< Pictures are processed all at once:

Smiciklas,

<+ More than 80% of learning takes place visually.

< The average person retains about 20% of what’s
delivered in text-only format.




Which of these Is better at communicating?

This

Podcasts

“An estimated 39 million Americans have listened to a podcast in the past
month.” This number represents about 15 percent of the population over 12
years old. Regular podcast consumers listen to an average of 6 podcasts per
week. In 2013, most listeners (64 percent) used a desktop or laptop computer
to listen. In 2014 smartphones, tablets, and portable audio players became the
preferred device to consume podcasts. The percentage of Americans who have
ever listened to a podcast is at an alltime high, but is still represented by only
30 percent of the population over 12 years old.

Tom Webster, “The Infinite Dial 2014," March S, 2014, Edison Research and Triton Digital, http:/medium.com
AMattHartman/gimiet-media-the-future-of-podcasting-467298cb9b8e (retrieved December 2, 2014).

or




Podcasts

Population over 12 years old

64%

: in 2013 most used a desktop of
0 laptop computer to listen

An estimated 39 million in 2014 it's smartphones, tablets, http://www.easel.ly/view
Americans listed to a podcast in B Easel/1742061
the last month.

Americans who have =

ever listened toa ','* 'ﬁ

podcast

\l/ , Regular listeners
* T average 6 podcasts a '}’

week



http://www.easel.ly/create/?id=https://s3.amazonaws.com/easel.ly/all_easels/878243/podasts&key=pri
http://www.easel.ly/create/?id=https://s3.amazonaws.com/easel.ly/all_easels/878243/podasts&key=pri
http://www.easel.ly/viewEasel/1742061

Basic Components of Infographics

» Accurate, compelling data

» Clever, well written (and limited) writing

» Creative data visualizations
» Consistent visual style

Beegel, p. 24

» Story telling:
- Introduction/foundation
- Ah-Ha - the main event
- Conclusion/Call-to-action

Krum, pp. 27-29




Prep Work

> W
> W
> W

» Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Relevant,

> W
> W
> W
> W

nat Is the purpose of this infographic?
nat are your audiences’ needs?

nat are your objectives? Key message?

Time Based

nat data/information do you have?

nat data/information do you need to get?
ny and when is the information important?

nat kind of visuals come to mind/Zare available?




Three Styles of Infographics
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Comparison

Flowchart




Infographic Levels of Complexity

Interactive
Video
Animated
Clickable

Zooming

7 Static

Krum, p.31



Outlining the Infographic

» Spots for title and introduction

» Rough renderings of charts, graphs, other
visualizations

» Approximations of illustrations
» Spots for section headings (if you use them)

» Rough placement of data, with relations or
connections to other elements

» Fonts and color palettes
Beegel, p.24




Tools to Create Infographics

» Microsoft Word

» Microsoft PowerPoint
» Google

» Adobe Illustrator

» Adobe Photoshop

» These are great if you already know how to use them and
have some graphic ability




» Easel.ly - thousands of free infographic templates and
design objects

» Free, with limited resources
» Subscription of $3/month for expanded resources

easelly

Create and share visual ideas =

WATCH VIDEO

We have 800,000 users who have created 1 million infographics!

Click on a template below to get started.

e Category...

Start fresh



http://www.easel.ly/
http://www.easel.ly/
http://www.easel.ly/

» Piktochart - over 400 templates, icons and graphics

» Free, with watermark on images

» Subscription of $29/month, $290/year; $39.99 for
nonprofits & individual educators; $120 for a class

Pil(‘tOCh(]rT Home Tour w  Pricing »  Gallery w Blog Resources LOGIN SIGN UP

Easy-To-Use Infographic Creator

Discover how non-designers are creating beautiful
infographics in as little as 10 minutes

a Point and click editor makes it easy, even for non-designers

o Choose from over 400 templates, icons and graphics

'0 Use our extensive image library or upload your own

Q Unlimited customisation to make your infographic unigue

o Create professional infographics, reports, marketing materials

@ o Publish your creation online or print out in glorious high resolution

START FOR FREE

(Free Lifetime Account - Mo Credit Card Meeded)



http://piktochart.com/
http://piktochart.com/
http://piktochart.com/

» Infogr.am - real-time, Interactive, shareable,
embeddable and downloadable infographics.

» Free, with limited resources
» Subscription of $15 and $48/month for expanded

resources infogr.am Knowledge Base Pricing & Features O English l Log in | £ | 8 I

Infographics. The easy way.

2,657,413 infographics created

Join now, it's free!

o o [}) Downioad ek <% Publish infogr.am
) il
Infographics. The easy way. .
Aa



https://infogr.am/

» Dipity- create interactive, visually engaging timelines
» Free, with limited resources

» Subscriptions starting at $4.95/month for expanded
resources

dAipity

Signin | Join Dipity
Create a Timeline

Hot Topics Dipity Premium

Find Em All Internet Memes Timeline

List Map

3o o | CICERERY

View in Dipity  Search

-

- | I‘I —_—
il v .
é AN
I :ave Britney Alone! David After Dentist
Sep 2007 £}

Rebecca Black "Friday" Astronaut Sloth Trojan Room col
_ 12 Feb 2009 | 10 Feb 2011 16 Nov 2012 20:21 £ || 4Feb2014
e W ' |
9 Literal Videos Facebook Birds with Arms i{ Safety Instruction Parodies ;
3 Oct 2008 19 Feb 2010 19:34 B 21 Apr 2011 6:30 B = 3 Dec 2012 18:29 ) |
flichael Buckley Courage Wolf - Successful Negro
May 2007

. Cinemagraphs Otherkin Do You Think This is
2 Mar 2009 9:44 25 Apr 2010°9:14 B 20 Jun 2011 18:44 B3 26 Sep 2013 19:41 B
; 2 ! ]

| T 12 Aug 2012 23:10 B)

= ——



http://www.dipity.com/

Sources for Inspiration and Examples

» Pinterest -large numbers of pins
https://www.pinterest.com/search/?qg=library%20infoqgraphics

» Google - search for “library infographics” www.google.com

» Daily Infographic - “the most interesting infographics on the
web” http://www.dailyinfographic.com/

» Cool Infographics - blog by the author of a great book on
Infographics, with examples and commentary
http://www.coolinfographics.com/

» Fast Company - interesting and topical stories in a fresh, visual
way http://www.fastcodesign.com/section/infographic-of-the-

day



https://www.pinterest.com/search/?q=library%20infographics
http://www.google.com/
http://www.dailyinfographic.com/
http://www.coolinfographics.com/
http://www.coolinfographics.com/
http://www.fastcodesign.com/section/infographic-of-the-day

» Alltop - collects latest articles from best infographics related
sites and blogs http://infographics.alltop.com

» Flowing Data “‘explores how statisticians, designers, data
scientists, and others use analysis, visualization, and
exploration to understand data and ourselves.”
www.flowingdata.com

» Flicker - use both a general search
http://www.flickr.com/search/?text=infographics and the
Infographics group
https://www.flickr.com/groups/16135094@N00/

Information is Beautiful - “distilling the world’s data,
Information and knowledge into beautiful, interesting and,
above all, useful visualizations, infographics and diagrams™
http://www.informationisbeautiful.net



http://infographics.alltop.com/
http://www.flowingdata.com/
http://www.flickr.com/search/?text=infographics
https://www.flickr.com/groups/16135094@N00/
http://www.dailyinfographic.com/
http://www.dailyinfographic.com/
http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/

Questions /7 Comments /Discussion ?

Thank you.




Sources

Beegel, Justin. (2014). Infographics for Dummies. Wiley, Hoboken NJ.

Krum, Randy. (2014). Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data
Visualization and Design. Wiley, Indianapolis IN.

Smiciklas, Mark. (2012). The Power of Infographics. Que/Pearson Education,
Indianapolis IN.




	Marshall University
	Marshall Digital Scholar
	Spring 4-9-2015

	Infographics for Everyone
	Timothy A. Balch
	Recommended Citation


	Infographics for Everyone
	What are infographics?
	Is this something new?
	Why Infographics?
	Which of these is better at communicating?
	Slide Number 6
	Basic Components of Infographics
	Prep Work
	Three Styles of Infographics
	Infographic Levels of Complexity
	Outlining the Infographic
	Tools to Create Infographics
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Sources for Inspiration and Examples
	Slide Number 18
	Questions / Comments /Discussion ?
	Sources

