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By CHARLIE HOUSE
THE PARTHENON

The Wild Ramp, a nonprofit 
farmers' market in downtown 
Huntington, recently celebrated 
its first year of business.

The store came about as a 
result of three Marshall Uni-
versity students' sociology 
capstone projects in the spring 
of 2012. They wanted to know 
what steps the community 
could take to make locally 
grown food a more important 
part of the local economy. Lau-
ren Kemp, now on the Board of 
Directors of The Wild Ramp, re-
searched previous efforts in the 
area, but was not satisfied.

“There were a lot of projects 
going on, but there was nothing 
I could immediately see that 
was attempting to connect the 
interests of farmers and con-
sumers,” Kemp said.

Some of the local farmers' 
markets bought produce at 
auction, which paid the farmer 
a lower amount. Others focused 
on giving customers a higher 
quality product, and there 
were some efforts focused 
on giving the farmer a better 
price. Kemp and her research 
partners wanted to create an 
environment in which all of 
these things mattered. 

Shelly Keeney, market man-
ager for The Wild Ramp, said 
she wanted farmers to make 

enough money, and to get 
fresher produce in Huntington.

“We wanted customers to get 
fresh, local food, but we weren't 
quite sure how to do that,” Keeney 
said.

Some direction came from 
Washington Post writer Jane 
Black, who visited Hunting-
ton to write a follow-up story 
about Jamie Oliver's effect on 
Huntington. She had dinner 
with Keeney and mentioned 
Local Roots, a food market in 
Wooster, Ohio, which had a 
similar mission to what became 
The Wild Ramp. 

The Board of Directors of The 
Wild Ramp attended a presen-
tation at Local Roots, and came 
back to Huntington excited to 
start laying the groundwork for 
a retail space.

At the time, Keeney worked 
in the kitchen of the River and 
Rail Bakery at Heritage Station. 
She said she found the custom-
ers and other shopkeepers to 
be community-oriented people 
who wanted fresh, quality and 
local food. She said the foot 
traffic in the area was not great, 
but something about it felt 
right to her. Fortunately, there 
was some retail space available, 
and The Wild Ramp opened on 
July 12, 2012. 

The model is simple: Farm-
ers bring their products at their 
convenience, set their own 

prices and take home 90 cents 
of each dollar. Unlike other 
farmers' markets, the farmer 
does not have to stay with their 
products as they are being sold, 
which gives them more time to 
take care of their farms. Also, 

most staff members are volun-
teers, which keep costs down at 
the store and allow the farmers 
to take such a large percentage.

With around 100 farm-
ers selling products at The 
Wild Ramp, the store offers 

a variety of fresh produce and 
meat, dairy and eggs, muffin 
mixes and vegan options.

To date, The Wild Ramp has 
made around $200,000 in sales, 
and is rapidly outgrowing the 
storefront. 

The Wild Ramp is open Tues-
day through Friday 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Charlie House can be con-
tacted at house8@marshall.
edu.

By REBECCA STEPHENS
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

High school students from all 
over the state are on Marshall’s 
campus this week as part of 
the Health Sciences and Tech-
nology Academy’s Fun With 
Science institute. 

Throughout the week, more 
than 100 ninth graders have 
participated in an array of labs 
and activities.

David Cartwright, director of 
the event, said Fun With Science 
is a great learning opportunity 
for the students because of the 
hands-on experience they receive.

“We expose these rising ninth 
graders to things that they 
would’ve never seen before,” 
Cartwright said.

HSTA is a program for high 
school students that engages 
the students in learning about 
math and science, and encour-
ages them to pursue college 
degrees in the health sciences.

Cartwright said Fun With 
Science is the beginning of 
the four-year program for the 
freshmen.

In the mornings, the students 
attend wet labs, which deal 
with food and digestion, as the 
theme for this year is diabetes 
prevention.

In the afternoons the stu-
dents rotate between different 
activities such as learning about 
safety equipment in the College 
of Information Technology and 
Engineering, or learning about 
statistics in order to know how 
to generate data for testing 
purposes.

Cartwright said the students are 
staying in the dorms during the 
week-long institute, which allows 
them to experience college life.

“We make the experi-
ence very pleasant for them,” 

Cartwright said. “There are a 
lot of HSTA students that come 
back because I do believe, in 
part, their Fun with Science ex-
perience while they were here.”

Rachel Moore, freshman at 
Roane County high school, said 
she has enjoyed her stay on 
campus and would consider at-
tending Marshall in the future.

“It’s very pretty,” Moore said. 
“I didn’t expect it to be so vi-
brant. It’s very nice.”

Moore, who wants to pursue 
a career in the health field, said 
she loves science because she 
never knows what to expect.

“It always surprises you,” 
Moore said. “Nobody really 
knows the answers to anything 

about true science. It’s all about 
attempting to figure it out.”

This is the 20th year of sum-
mer institutes for HSTA and 
Marshall’s ninth year hosting a 
summer institute.

Cartwright said when it 
comes to Marshall, HSTA’s larg-
est supporter has always been 
the College of Science, but over 
the years the School of Medi-
cine, the School of Pharmacy 
and CITE have also participated 
in the program.

“Right now, as it stands, HSTA 
is really woven into the fabric of 
the university,” Cartwright said.

Cartwright also said student 
enrollment in the program has 
grown over the years due to 

word-of-mouth from teach-
ers and previous students 
who have been involved in the 
program.

Cartwright said he hopes 
Fun With Science teaches them 
what the names implies, but 
more importantly that a career 
in the field is accessible to them.

“It’s not something that’s so 
farfetched,” Cartwright said. 
“It’s not something that they 
cannot do or cannot under-
stand. Those young people out 
there, they can do it. Their op-
portunity and their future is so 
bright.”

Rebecca Stephens can be 
contacted at stephens107@
marshall.edu.

PHOTO BY DWIGHT JORGE | THE PARTHENON

Carol Mossburg, a volunteer at the Wild Ramp, prices items throughout the store. The Wild Ramp, which opened in July 2012, offers locally 
grown food items to those in the area. 

The Wild Ramp celebrates first year of business

High school students 
have ‘Fun With Science’ 
at summer institute

PHOTOS BY REBECCA STEPHENS | THE PARTHENON

TOP: Madison Stone, left, and Rachel Moore, 
right, dissect a cow’s eye during a lab Thursday.
Right: Jamara Washington attempts to use the 
same technology used in cybersurgery.

HOT performs 
Hairspray for 
20th season

>more on Life!

>more on Sports

Herd players 
travel overseas
for practice
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By REID KANALEY
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Could a smartphone ap-
plication save you in a heat 
wave?

On the job or at play out-
side, look for relief to the 
OSHA Heat Safety Tool, avail-
able in English and Spanish 
from the U.S. Department of 
Labor. The free application 
for Android, Apple and Black-
Berry devices calculates a 
heat index a combination of 
the temperature and humid-
ity. But what's important is 

the accompanying page of 
precautions to be taken.

In high to extreme heat, 
the app says, outdoor work 
should be rescheduled for 
a cooler day. If it must go 
on, there needs to be drink-
ing water on site, and there 
ought to be shade. Workers 
should keep to a schedule 
that has them drinking about 
four cups of water an hour.

When things really get out 
of hand, you'll want to fire 
up the Army Survival Guide. 
This free version of a recent 

edition of the U.S. military 
guide is published for An-
droid devices by AppOpus.
com. An Apple App Store 
search turned up several ver-
sions of the guide for Apple 
devices, but not one that is 
free.

Included in the survival 
guide is a chapter on desert 
survival, with advice that 
might translate well to cit-
ies and towns on staying 
sheltered in the heat of the 
day, switching travel plans 
to nighttime, and looking 

out for mirages. It also cov-
ers warning signs of heat 
exhaustion, heat strokes and 
other ways you might be-
come a "heat casualty."

For would-be MacGyvers, 
the survival guide is a gold 
mine of instruction on how 
to be resourceful, how to deal 
with stress  the "psychology 
of survival," as the guide 
puts it _ and how to read the 
clouds to know what sort of 
weather is coming over the 
horizon.

On my Samsung tablet, 

I could tap an icon in the 
upper-right corner of the 
screen to hear the text read 
aloud.

Weather Underground, the 
app by the company of the 
same name, is free for An-
droid and Apple. Weather 
Underground claims to have 
built the first weather site 
on the Internet. These days, 
it offers apps and gadgets 
and widgets for desktop and 
mobile platforms, as well as 
an app for Roku, a content-
streaming device for TVs.

In the phone app, if a red 
alert icon appears on the 
home screen, tap it to see 
current heat and air-quality 
warnings. The app will send 
severe-weather alerts to 
your device, if you tell it to do 
so in the "settings" screens.

Tap "more" to play Na-
tional Weather Service radio, 
read the WunderBlog, tweet 
weather reports, see a page 
on tropical-storm activity, 
or check for ski conditions 
although even Alaska didn't 
look promising this week.

Phone app helps you mind your health in the heat 

By ERYN BROWN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

It's a story that is captivat-
ing people on both sides of the 
Atlantic.

On Feb. 28, the Desert Sun 
newspaper reported, a man 
was discovered unconscious 
in a Motel 6 in Palm Springs. 
He was taken to the hospital, 
where he awoke in the emer-
gency room.

Four pieces of identification 
the man carried indicated that 
his name was Michael Thomas 
Boatwright. But the man 
couldn't remember his name 
and didn't recognize his own 
face on his California ID. He 
believed his name was Johan 
Ek. He spoke only Swedish.

Today, more than four 
months later, Boatwright's 
caretakers know a bit more 

about their patient  he was 
probably born in Florida, is a 
veteran and spent some years 
in Sweden during the 1980s  
but Boatwright reportedly still 
doesn't remember much about 
his past and still isn't speaking 
English. He remains hospital-
ized while medical staff figure 
out how to release him safely 
into the world.

While stressing that they 
had not examined Boat-
wright directly, neurologists 
and psychologists contacted 
by the Los Angeles Times 
said that the man's condition 
most likely stemmed from a 
psychological rather than a 
physiological  cause.

Dr. Robert Bright, a psy-
chiatrist at the Mayo Clinic in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., said that he 
looks for one of three things 

when he encounters a patient 
with memory and identity 
loss.

First, he said, is the possibil-
ity that "some sort of medical, 
organic thing has caused an 
insult to the brain," such as 
a traumatic brain injury, a 
stroke, a seizure, loss of oxy-
gen or an infection. In such 
cases, however, patients usu-
ally have memory loss around 
the time of the incident but 
are unlikely to lose their sense 
of identity or their ability to 
speak in their native tongue, 
or to forget more remote 
events in their lives, Bright 
said. Doctors would usually 
also see something abnormal 
on an MRI, he added.

Thus far, there have been no 
reports of red flag test results 
in Boatwright's case.

"It would be highly un-
likely for this to be because 
of a problem with the brain," 
agreed University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles behavioral 
neurologist Dr. Mario Men-
dez. "Events from the distant 
past are relatively retained. 
Especially if they're strong, 
personally referent items  
things you've heard all your 
life. From a neurologic point 
of view, it would be very 
unusual to lose such funda-
mental information."

The second  and highly 
more likely  possibility, the 
Mayo Clinic's Bright said, was 
that there was a psychologi-
cal cause and the patient is 
experiencing what's known 
as dissociative fugue, or 
global psychogenic amnesia. 
With such patients, whose 

unconscious break from 
reality may be a form of self-
protection, "there tends to be 
a wall they don't remember 
anything," he said.

"A lot of these people will 
have a history of a psychiat-
ric condition  depression, for 
example, or PTSD  and there's 
typically an acute stressor that 
triggers the event," he added.

We don't know what might 
have happened to Boatwright. 
But his brain may have essen-
tially shut down and "gone 
back to this other time and 
place"  Sweden  for a reason, 
Bright said.

"Maybe Sweden was a place 
of less stress" for Boatwright, 
he said.

The third possibility, Bright 
added, is that Boatwright 
is malingering consciously 

making the whole thing up to 
avoid some kind of trouble.

Bright said that determin-
ing when patients are faking 
memory loss is difficult for 
psychologists, who usually can 
make that call only when they 
figure out what the patient 
gains by lying. "You find out 
(the patient) is wanted, or he's 
about to go to prison," Bright 
said.

If Boatwright's identity loss 
does stem from psychologi-
cal causes, Bright added, his 
doctors and nurses should be 
able to help him pull out of it 
by treating the underlying is-
sue offering psychotherapy 
or medication to address de-
pression, if that's indicated, or 
working with family to allevi-
ate relationship stress if that 
was the trigger.

Florida man awakens in Palm 
Springs ER speaking only Swedish

By SUSAN JACOBSON
ORLANDO SENTINEL

Four of the jurors in the 
George Zimmerman trial is-
sued a statement late Tuesday 
saying that juror B-37, the first 
to speak out in the media, does 
not speak for them.

"We, the undersigned jurors, 
understand there is a great 
deal of interest in this case. 
But we ask you to remember 
that we are not public of-
ficials and we did not invite 
this type of attention into our 
lives. We also wish to point 
out that the opinions of Ju-
ror B-37, expressed on the 
Anderson Cooper show were 
her own, and not in any way 

representative of the jurors 
listed below," the four jurors 
wrote.

The statement was released 
about an hour after B-37 gave 
the second part of a two-part 
interview to CNN's Anderson 
Cooper explaining how the 
jury reached a verdict in the 
murder case and sharing her 
thoughts on the case. The first 
segment aired Monday.

The four jurors also ap-
pealed for privacy.

"Serving on this jury has 
been a highly emotional and 
physically draining experi-
ence for each of us. The death 
of a teenager weighed heavily 
on our hearts but in the end 

we did what the law required 
us to do," they wrote in the 
statement, released by a court 
spokeswoman.

The sixth juror, whose jury 
number did not appear in the 
list of those who signed the 
document, was the only mi-
nority on the panel. She is 
described as black or Hispanic 
and married with children. 
She lived in Chicago when the 
shooting happened.

Zimmerman, 29, shot 
17-year-old Trayvon Martin to 
death on Feb. 26, 2012 in Zim-
merman's gated community in 
Sanford. The jury on Saturday 
found him not guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder.

4 Zimmerman jurors: B-37 
d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  fo r  u s

George Zimmerman leaves the courtroom a free man after being found not guilty, on the 25th day of his trial at 
the Seminole County Criminal Justice Center, in Sanford, Florida. Zimmerman was charged with second-degree 
murder in the fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed teen, in 2012. 

JOE BURBANK | MCT

By Michael A. Memoli
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU

The bipartisan accord that 
ended a sometimes-bitter 
Senate debate over filibusters 
Tuesday handed the Obama 
administration a significant 
victory, ensuring the confirma-
tion of several major nominees 
and the functioning of federal 
agencies endangered by deter-
mined Republican opposition.

Democrats had been poised 
to force through a major 
change in Senate rules, end-
ing the power of a minority to 
block executive-branch nomi-
nations by threat of filibuster. 
Republicans had said they 
would respond by bringing the 
Senate to a halt.

The fight, said Sen. John 
McCain, was a "near-death ex-
perience" for the Senate.

In the end, both sides backed 
off, but there was little doubt 
which won this round.

Democrats agreed not to 
change the rules, but reserved 
the right to do so later if they 
feel the need. In return, Presi-
dent Barack Obama gained 
confirmation of several nomi-
nees, starting with Richard 
Cordray to head the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau. 
The 66-34 vote on him ended 
a three-year effort by the GOP 
to block that newly created 
agency from fully opening for 
business.

The deal also calls for confir-
mation of Obama's choices to 
head the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Labor 
Department, whom Republi-
cans had stalled for months, as 
well as a new head for the Ex-
port-Import Bank. Those votes 
are expected later this week.

And Republicans agreed to 
allow confirmation by the end 
of this month of nominees to 
the National Labor Relations 
Board, which acts as the arbi-
ter in disputes between labor 
and management in union-
ized workplaces. The votes 
will give the board a full slate 
of five Senate-confirmed mem-
bers for the first time in nearly 
a decade, since Aug. 21, 2003. 
At times the board has lacked a 
quorum to conduct its work, a 
major problem for unions.

Obama agreed to drop two 
nominees whom he had ap-
pointed to the labor board 
during a Senate recess, a move 
that Republicans challenged 
in court, successfully so far. 
Under the deal, Obama re-
placed those nominees with 
new choices a lawyer for the 
AFL-CIO and an attorney on 
the labor board staff. They will 
receive an expedited hearing 
process to allow them to take 
office next month.

"We have a new start for this 
body, and I feel very comfort-
able with it," said Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
whose brinkmanship over the 
issue of Senate filibusters ap-
peared to have paid off. "I don't 
know how I could be happier."

The agreement happened 
after McCain and a handful 
of other veteran Republicans 
who wanted an end to the 
confrontation negotiated with 
Senate Democratic leaders 
separately from their own 
party's leadership. For most of 
Obama's tenure in office, such 
divisions within GOP ranks 
have seldom taken place.

The negotiations intensi-
fied after Reid announced 

Thursday that he intended to 
force the issue by calling votes 
on the contested nominations.

"That obviously put a sense 
of urgency to it," McCain said. 
"There was no doubt in our 
mind he had the votes."

"I'm not saying this is a pan-
acea," he said. "But I am saying 
it will contribute to some 
momentum to working more 
together as a body for the good 
of the country, not to men-
tion our 10 percent approval 
ratings."

Obama praised the Sen-
ate's commitment to advance 
his nominees. They were 
long blocked, he said, "not 
because the nominees were 
somehow unqualified, but for 
purely political reasons." He 
urged Congress to "build on 
this spirit of cooperation to 
advance other urgent middle-
class priorities."

The agreement will not 
prevent future nomination 
battles, Senate leaders from 
both parties said. Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., said he would 
continue to reserve the right 
to filibuster any future "con-
troversial" appointments, and 
Reid in turn said he could go 
ahead with rules changes if 
needed.

That could be tested soon. 
Obama will quickly need to 
nominate a new secretary of 
Homeland Security to replace 
Janet Napolitano, who is leav-
ing to head the University of 
California. Any pick for that 
department could be contro-
versial. His choice for director 
of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms also still 
faces strong opposition.

Senate filibuster agreement 
gives Obama a victory
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By MEGAN OSBORNE
THE PARTHENON

The Huntington Outdoor Theatre is going 
out with a bang of big hair and big moves 
every weekend in July as it presents the 
Broadway hit “Hairspray” in its 20th and fi-
nal season.

“Hairspray” is based in the 1960s and fol-
lows Baltimore teen Tracy Turnblad in her 
pursuit to appear on the local Corny Col-
lins Show while she attempts to overthrow 
the current Miss Teenage Hairspray, win the 
heart of dreamy Link Larkin and advocate 
integration.

Helen Freeman, president of HOT, has 
decided to stop the program, and said she 
needs a break from the hectic lifestyle to 
spend more time with family. 

“I haven’t had a life in 20 years,” Freeman 
said.

Freeman, a speech, debate and drama teacher 
at Huntington High School, said she started the 
program because she wanted to direct profes-
sionally without having to leave her family, and 
to bring something good to Huntington.

“I had three goals,” Freeman said. “One was 
to provide an outlet for people, two was to 
give a tourist attraction for Huntington and 
three was to be involved in the community.”

With help from her husband, Steve, and 
friend Patti Shaver, HOT was started and got 
the community involved. Not only Huntington 
citizens, but local businesses also provided 
funding for the program.

Freeman said the program is something for 

everyone — teachers, students and other Hun-
tington citizens — to get involved in for the 
summer. 

Freeman said she chose to do Hairspray 
to reach out to the younger members of the 
community. 

Freeman said the Internet has changed 
society to where young people cannot com-
municate properly. She said she thinks 
that community theatre programs teach 
important values such as communication, 
critical thinking, problem solving and con-
flict resolution.

“You have to teach them to communicate 
because they don’t learn that,” Freeman said.

Originally, Freeman wanted to do Beauty 
and the Beast as HOT’s final show, but she 
could not get the Broadway rights.

“It’s really a compliment that they see us 
as a threat,” Freeman said.

HOT’s past productions have included 
classic Broadway shows such as “My Fair 
Lady” and “Oklahoma!” as well as one pro-
duction of, “Huntington: The Jewel of West 
Virginia,” which is based on the history of 
the city. 

Rain has been an issue this year, which 
caused the July 6 show to be canceled, but 
Freeman said a little rain will not stop this 
beat.

Information about tickets, the production, 
show times and location of HOT is available 
at www.hotwv.org. 

Megan Osborne can be contacted at os-
borne115@marshall.edu.

I think I've kind of been in a bubble... 
thinking that fairness was gonna just 
happen. It's not. People like me are 
gonna have to get up off their fathers' 
laps and go out and fight for it.

“
”Tracy Turnblad, “Hairspray”

1. The Lion King 6. Phantom of the Opera

2. Newsies 7. Avenue Q

3. Les Miserábles 8. Jersey Boys

4. Spamelot 9. Book of Mormon

5. Wicked 10. Young Frankenstein

EDITORS’ PICKS | BEST MUSICALS

“  One thing’s for sure, if we don’t sell 
papes, then nobody sells papes. ”JACK KELLY, “NEWSIES”

TOP: Cast members gather for a pre-show pep talk from director and 
        president of HOT, Helen Freeman.
ABOVE LEFT: Ryan Hardiman plays the role of Corny Collins, performs 
       “The Nicest Kids in Town” with other members of the “Hairspray” cast.
LEFT: Audiences braved the weekend heat to see one of HOT’s final
        performances.

PHOTOS BY SAMUEL SPECIALE | THE PARTHENON
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CONTACT US

STAFF

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people to peaceably assemble; and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.

THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT

ABOUT US
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published by students 
Monday through Friday during the regular semester and Thursday during the 
summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news and editorial content.

REBECCA STEPHENS
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

stephens107@marshall.edu

SANDY YORK
FACULTY ADVISER

sandy.york@marshall.edu

Visit marshallparthenon.com 
to voice your own opinion.

ONLINE POLL
How are you paying for your 
college tuition?
l  Scholarships or grants

l  Student loans

l  Parents

Should the government be 
allowed to tap phones? 
l  Yes 30%

53%

17%

l  No

l  Only during times of
    heightened security

BE
HERD
YOU
CAN

SAMUEL SPECIALE 
MANAGING EDITOR

speciale@marshall.edu

WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITOR

vance162@marshall.edu

DWIGHT JORGE
NEWS EDITOR
jorge@marshall.edu

CODI MOHR
LIFE! EDITOR
mohr13@marshall.edu

COLUMN

IT IS YOUR WRITE

By HENRY CULVYHOUSE
COLUMNIST 

Any American with access to a news-
paper, radio, television or the internet 
knows by now the Trayvon Martin trag-
edy passed a milestone July 13 with the 
acquittal of George Zimmerman. 

For many, the verdict was an injustice; 
for many it was justice served. 

The reactions have varied, from small 
riots breaking out in Los Angeles, to Al 
Sharpton calling for 100 demonstrations 
in U.S. cities and to applause from Zim-
merman supporters.  Even the President 
had to throw in his two cents, and re-
minded the American people that “this is 
a nation of laws and the jury has spoken.” 

The most curious reaction was the 
petition circulated around the internet 
that asked the Department of Justice 
to file federal charges against Zimmer-
man for violating Martin’s civil rights. 
The petition has garnered 1 million 
signatures. 

Before I get back to the petition, I 
think a few issues need to be addressed, 
namely the media’s coverage of this trial. 

I listened to a good bit of the cover-
age and it usually boiled down to, “Well, 
so and so listened to that phone call and 
said the scream came from Zimmer-
man/Martin.”  That is probably about 
the most middle of the road coverage 
you can ask for. 

However, ramping up to the trial and 
after the trial, there was always an ob-
vious racial overtone in the coverage, 

partly due to mistakes and partly due 
to selective coverage.  The mistakes are 
obvious, like CNN misreporting that 
Zimmerman said “f--- coon” when he 
really said “f--- cold,” or NBC editing 
Zimmerman’s phone call, which made it 
sound like the neighborhood watchman 
figured Martin was up to no good be-
cause he was black — though Martin’s 
race was not brought up until prompted 
by the dispatcher. 

Now, the selective coverage is a dif-
ferent story. From the get-go, this was 
a local news story that the national me-
dia cherry picked and ran with. Do you 
follow every case of an unarmed black 
teenager being shot? While my heart 
goes out to the Martin family, there was 
nothing special about this case to war-
rant national coverage. As sad as it is, 
this sort of tragedy is a daily tragedy in 
cities from Los Angeles to Baltimore. 

After the media reported the story 
from coast to coast, with the mistakes 
and the selective coverage — after all, 
Zimmerman was half white, so that gave 
it a “what if the white man gets away 
with it” dynamic — the African-Amer-
ican community was enraged when 
Zimmerman was not arrested for shoot-
ing Martin, and justifiably so. After the 
way the facts were presented after the 
shooting, how could anybody not want 
Zimmerman locked up? 

Now, Zimmerman is a free man and 
many in the African-American com-
munity are outraged and pressing the 

Department of Justice with a petition to 
file federal charges.  Until this point, I 
did not always agree with the black com-
munity’s rhetoric in regards to this case, 
though I could empathize with them. 

First, such a petition presupposes 
that the Department of Justice operates 
according to public pressure, not ac-
cording to actual wrong doings. If police 
and prosecutors operated on a petition 
consensus, this country would be in 
huge trouble. 

Second, such a petition supposes that 
the signees somehow have more le-
gal knowledge on the matter than the 
police, prosecutors, judge, defense at-
torneys and jurors involved.  Believe me, 
if they were going to nail Zimmerman 
on a civil rights violation — which is 
hard because he was not acting as a gov-
ernment entity — they probably would 
have tried the charge out in Florida. 

Third and finally, I think this petition 
shows the hypocrisy of a community 
whom the police and courts have histor-
ically and unjustly abused even today. 
Down in the Jim Crow South, in the rare 
case a black man was acquitted for a 
crime, it was not uncommon for a mob 
of unruly white folk to lynch him to “get 
their justice.” 

While I am thankful the pen is might-
ier than the sword today, I do not see 
how the sentiment of this petition is too 
much different. 

Henry Culvyhouse can be contacted 
at culvyhouse@marshall.edu.

Gay marriage, the George Zimmerman trial, President Barack 
Obama’s trip to Africa, the Royal baby, Paula Deen and the 
comeback of the Twinkie have all been in the news over the 
past month, but more important things have been absent from 
headlines. 

That missing headline: “Is freedom forfeit?”
While the Supreme Court’s ruling on gay marriage, the out-

come of the Zimmerman trial and, to some extent, the cost of 
Obama’s trip are all important, Americans should be more con-
cerned with the fact that Edward Snowden, the National Security 
Agency and the dissolution of parts of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 have all been buried in the news.

Why is it that talking heads analyze the minutiae of Kate Mid-
dleton’s pregnancy or Paula Deen’s faux pas, yet remain mum on 
topics such as the NSA’s spying on Americans?

News is a business and like all businesses, it has to sell 
a product that is in demand. Sadly, Americans are more in-
terested in fatty desserts and celebrity gossip than the 

breakdown of their basic freedoms.
It is a dark day in American history when it takes an “act of 

treason” to expose a government’s blatant wrongdoing.
In leaking information about the NSA, Snowden betrayed his 

government, while pledging allegiance to the ideals of American 
democracy that have stood tried and true for 237 years.

Does that make him a traitor or a patriot?
Snowden’s actions are a modern day proclamation of “give me 

liberty, or give me death,” and Americans’ indifference has left 
death — or life as a fugitive — as his only option.

Americans need to realize that exchanging freedom for secu-
rity is not a good trade. After all, it was Patrick Henry who said, 
“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price 
of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God!”

It is up to Americans to decide if Snowden will go down in his-
tory with the likes of Benedict Arnold or if he will join Henry as 
someone who fought for freedom. It is time Americans decide 
because more than Snowden’s freedom hangs in the balance.

MCT CAMPUS

Americans should not forget about Edward Snowden

Selective coverage, not Zimmerman’s acquittal, 
to blame for public’s petition and outrage

Ready for armed drones along the border?
By GLENN GARVIN
THE MIAMI HERALD

Last month, when the Sen-
ate passed an amendment to 
its immigration reform bill that 
included $46 billion to beef up 
border security, Sen. John Mc-
Cain declared: “We’ll be the 
most militarized border since 
the fall of the Berlin Wall.”

Since then, released docu-
ments have revealed that the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity has been preparing to fly 
armed drones along the border.

A long-term planning docu-
ment prepared by the DHS’ 
Customs and Border Patrol 
service, which is already using 
Predator drones for surveil-
lance along the border, would 
authorize the use of nonlethal 
weapons designed to immobi-
lize targets of interest.

Newly released documents 
reveal that the Border Patrol 
plans to more than double its 
drone fleet over the next three 
years and make them more 
easily available to other gov-
ernment agencies.

It turns out those drones are 
not just flying along the bor-
ders, looking for sneaky illegal 
immigrants. They fly hundreds 
of missions a year keeping a 
watchful eye on the rest of us for 
various government tentacles.

Some of those missions are 
benign, like searching for miss-
ing airplanes or boats. Some 
may be a lot less so, since the 
Border Patrol has no rules about 
how it evaluates a mission be-
fore agreeing to go ahead. Does 
anybody check to see if this is 
something that requires a court 
order or infringes on civil liber-
ties? Maybe; maybe not.

The government, of course, 
says this is all a lot of pish-posh. 
The Border Patrol “has no plans 
to arm its unmanned aircraft 
systems with nonlethal weap-
ons or weapons of any kind,” the 
agency told Fox News Latino, 
without explaining why its own 
planning documents suggest 
otherwise. But then it carefully 
added that its Predators have 
“the ability to add new surveil-
lance capabilities, accommodate 
technological developments, 
and ensure that our systems 
are equipped with the most ad-
vanced resources available.” The 

phrases technological develop-
ments and advanced resources, 
it seems to me, offer an awful lot 
of wiggle room.

The Senate’s immigration re-
form bill clearly contemplates 
turning the border with Mexico 
into an armed camp. Not only 
does it call for doubling the 
number of Border Patrol agents 
to 38,000, but for building an-
other 350 miles of fence.

It would require — not al-
low, but require — the Border 
Patrol to buy six North Grum-
man airborne radar systems, 
15 Sikorsky Black Hawk he-
licopters and eight American 
Eurocopter light choppers.

The not-so-faint whiff of pork 
from the amazing specificity of 
these hardware requirements 
is just one of the reasons that 
militarizing the border has 
become increasingly popular 
with politicians in recent years. 
More important is that it avoids 
the ugly fallout when the public 
sees brass-knuckle immigra-
tion enforcement taking place 
in its own backyard: local busi-
nesses being shut down and 
hordes of sad-looking busboys 
and seamstresses being hauled 
away in handcuffs, their sob-
bing kids behind them.

Keeping all the muss and 
fuss out there in the desert al-
lows liberals like California Sen. 
Barbara Boxer to look tough 
on immigration without being 
linked to anything that looks 
mean or unprogressive.

We have been increasing the 
use of military resources on the 
border for two decades now, 
but it has not done anything to 
stop illegal immigration.

But the idea of armed drones 
patrolling the air along the bor-
der moves the militarization 
of the border out of the ex-
pensive-boondoggle category 
into something much darker. 
Perhaps Sen. McCain and other 
immigration reform supporters 
who fancy themselves sym-
pathetic to immigrants have 
forgotten that the guards on the 
Berlin Wall shot to kill.

Is that what we have come 
to, that wanting to pick lettuce,  
sweep floors or tend children 
in the United States is a capital 
offense? This is not just sad. It 
is evil.
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By WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITOR

Thus far in the Tom Herrion 
era of Marshall men’s basket-
ball, size has been the visible 
hallmark of his teams. This sea-
son however, the team is aiming 
for a new adjective. Just ask ju-
nior transfer TyQuane Goard. 

“We’re very versatile,” said 
Goard at one of the team’s sum-
mer workouts. 

“We have Ryan Taylor, who 
can play the three or four, Eli-
jah [Pittman] can be a two, 
three or four, I can be three, 
four or five,” Goard said, 
“we’re very versatile in all 
positions and very skilled.” 
With the two meaning shoot-
ing guard, the three meaning 
small forward, the four mean-
ing power forward and the 
five meaning center. 

According to coach Herrion, 
this is no coincidence. “It was 
an emphasis in recuiting,” Her-
rion said, “we’ve been big the 
last couple years, but I don’t 
know if we’ve been as skilled 
and versatile as we’ve wanted 
to be.”

Last season this lack of skill 
showed when a string of in-
juries to guards resulted in a 

dearth of ball-handlers, result-
ing in opposing teams being 
able to play full-court press 
and force the Herd into costly 
turnovers. This season, with 
a healthy Kareem Canty along 
with DeVince Boykins and 
Tamron Manning having a year 
of experience under their belts, 
guard play should not be an 
issue. 

The outlook is even better at 
the forward positions. “When 
you look at guys like Taylor, Pit-
tman, Shawn Smith and Goard, 
they are kind of similar in their 
makeup,” coach Herrion said, 
“we’ll probably play with two of 
those guys at a time at the for-
ward positions and I think that 
is going to open up opportuni-
ties for us.”

Coach Herrion is especially 
excited about the potential of 
the 6’ 5”, 227 pound forward 
Ryan Taylor. “He’s versatile and 
very gifted offensively,” said 
Herrion, “the game comes easy 
to him.”

“He’s versatile, you can 
move him around,” coach 
Herrion said if Taylor, who is 
joining the Herd after spend-
ing last season at Hargrave 
Military Academy. 

“He’s kind of a hybrid, combo 
forward. He can shoot it and 
spread the court or he can put it 
on the floor and take advantage 
of a mismatch,” said Herrion, 
“his versatility is probably what 
excites me the most.” 

Goard, a Charleston, W.Va. 
native who had to sit out last 
season after transferring from 
Ohio University, thinks that 
with the new talent on the 
Herd’s roster the offensive 
game plan is going to have to 
change. 

“Last year we had a very big 
squad, now were kind of big but 
not really, everybody can play 
different positions, very skilled 
and very fast,” explained Goard, 
“ so it looks like we’re going to 
have to change our offense to fit 
our style of play.” 

Coach Herrion’s excitement 
with his team even goes beyond 
their physical attributes. “This 
group had energized me more 
than any group I’ve been with,” 
said Herrion, “It’s such a fun 
group and they’ve had a great at-
titude. We’ve got miles to cover 
but they’ve been great so far.”

Will Vance can be con-
tacted at vance162@
marshall.edu. 

Versatility key for new-look Herd

BRAXTON CRISP | THE PARTHENON

Redshirt freshman Ryan Taylor dribbles during a drill. 

By BRAXTON CRISP
THE PARTHENON

When most college students wrap up 
spring semester classes in May, they look 
forward to heading home to be with family 
and enjoying the summer. That was not the 
case for two Thundering Herd basketball 
players, as JP Kambola and Tamron Man-
ning both headed overseas to sharpen their 
basketball skills. 

Kambola went to China, where he got 
something that was not common in his first 
two seasons with Marshall: playing time. 
Kambola has yielded a total of 51 minutes 
in his first two seasons on the Herd roster, 
but with the departures of Nigel Spikes, 
Dennis Tinnon, Robert Goff and Jamir 
Hanner, Kambola is in perfect position to 
garner plenty more playing time this com-
ing season. 

Playing in China helped him get used to 
game action in preparation for increased 
minutes during the coming 2013-14 
campaign.

“It’s always great to get to play in a 
game situation, with the referees and ev-
erything,” Kambola said. “Going to China 
was a great opportunity. I got to meet new 
people, and learn the FIBA [International 
Basketball] game.”

Manning went to the Dominican Republic 

for his summer playing time. That is not 
the first connection the Marshall men’s 
basketball program has to the Dominican, 
as former Herd guard Dago Pena is a native 
of the Dominican Republic and lived there 
before attending high school and college in 
the United States. 

The added playing time overseas was 
of as much benefit to Manning as it was 
to Kambola, because Manning is in a 
transitional period, having been a shoot-
ing guard in high school, then playing 
primarily point guard last season. He 
said he believes that with Kareem Canty 
being eligible and being a natural point 
guard, he will move back to his primary 
position at shooting guard. 

“When Kareem needs a break to play the 
one, then other times play the two, and be 
really versatile,” Manning said of his an-
ticipated playing time this coming season. 
“Even though he’s going to be the one, some 
teams are going to press him and he’ll need 
help, so I’ll be the guy to help him get the 
ball up the floor.”

During his time in the Dominican, Man-
ning said he played a little of both guard 
positions alongside another guard who 
was a combo guard much like himself.  

Overall, both Manning and Kambola 
found the international game to be a bit 

more physical than collegiate basketball 
because the referees allowed players to get 
away with more physicality, but the inter-
national game was also not as quick paced 
as college basketball. 

Coach Tom Herrion was quick to point 
out that beyond being a basketball-learn-
ing trip, it was a chance for Kambola and 
Manning to experience other countries and 
their cultures.

”It is a totally multidimensional oppor-
tunity when they go [overseas],” Herrion 
said. “Selfishly, they got to practice and or 
play — especially JP. We needed to get him 
some games because one thing he lacks is 
game experience, so that was invaluable. 
Educationally, I don’t think JP Kambola 
ever thought he would go to China in his 
life, and he’s already been, or Tamron go to 
the Dominican and be able to do some of 
the service opportunities they were able to 
do. It is a great opportunity for those two 
guys.”

Manning and Kambola have not 
played a whole lot in their college ca-
reers to this point, but playing overseas 
will give them a leg up in preparation 
for the 2013-14 Marshall Basketball 
season.

Braxton Crisp can be contacted at 
crisp23@marshall.edu.

Trips overseas help 
Herd players grow

HERDZONE.COM 
Marshall junior wide receiver Tommy Shuler was named to the 

2013 Biletnikoff Award Preseason Watch List, the Tallahassee 
Quarterback Club announced Tuesday morning.

This is Shuler’s second appearance on the list. He was added to 
last season’s list in October after leading the nation in receptions 
through the first five games of the year.

The Miami native finished the 2012 season snaring 9.17 passes 
per game, an average that led the nation. His 110 catches set a 
school record, and Shuler became just the fifth C-USA student-
athlete to record 100-plus single-season catches and the first 
underclassman to accomplish the feat.

The Tallahassee Quarterback Club Foundation, Inc. will an-
nounce 10 Biletnikoff Award semifinalists on Nov. 18, following 
the vote by the Biletnikoff Award National Selection Committee. 
Three finalists will be named on Nov. 25. 

Shuler would be the second Marshall player to win the award 
after Randy Moss won in 1997. 

BRAXTON CRISP | THE PARTHENON

Junior center J.P. Kambola crosses over during a drill. 

Tommy Shuler named 
to Biletnikoff watch list

ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON

Tommy Shuler shows the ball to the official after a diving catch.
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