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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the 1850’s, literary or debating societies were popular in academy schools and 

colleges across the United States.  In the period from the late eighteenth century to the 
Civil War, collegiate literary societies were an important part of campus social life. 
College literary societies are often called Latin literary societies because they typically 
had compound Latin names. The organization at Marshall Academy appears to have been 
both a literary and debating society.  Essays were submitted, and debates were held, with 
students being divided into those arguing for the affirmative, those arguing for the 
negative, and a panel of judges.  Usually at the subsequent meetings, these groups would 
be rotated. A faculty member was present and monitored the debates.  
 During the academy period at Marshall (1837-1858), the school attracted students 
from several counties of western Virginia (later West Virginia.)  Many of the surnames 
can be recognized as belonging to the original settlers of the Guyandotte area of Cabell 
County, such as: Buffington, Laidley, Holderby, Burke, Ricketts, Ong and others.  Many 
of the students have been identified from the 1850 census of Cabell or Wayne Counties, 
which shows they were in the debating society at an average age of 10 to 17 years. In 
November of 1856 there was estimated to have been almost 100 students attending the 
academy.1 

As of the date of this writing, the record book of these two early literary societies 
at Marshall Academy is the earliest written record at Marshall containing students’ 
names.  

The ledger is in three sections: section 1 (the earliest records,) contains minutes of 
the Erodelphian Literary Society (2 organizations) from 1855 through part of 1857; the 
second part contains the minutes of the Diagnothean Literary Society of 1861; the third 
part contains three hand-written issues of the Marshall College Gazette of 1879.  
Whether the three issues of the Gazette were actually printed and circulated is unknown. 
The pages are handwritten and hand-numbered.  
 For some unknown reason, the first Erodelphian Society lasted only 13 months; 
from November, 1855 through the end of 1856.  On Jan. 10, 1857 a new Erodelphian 
Society was formed at Marshall Academy, named the Erodelphian Literary Society No. 
2, which adopted a new constitution and bylaws. It is possible this was to coincide with a 
new class coming in, or with the graduation of the 1855 class.  At a meeting on Jan. 11, 
1861, a committee was appointed to draft a new constitution.  This meeting was chaired 
by Marshall College Professor D. W. Thrush. On Jan. 15, 1861, the Diagnothean Literary 
Society was formed with a new constitution and bylaws.  This society published its own 
paper, named the “Sprout.” The societies had their own library, but no catalog or 
bibliography of this library has been found. 
 Page 30 ends the records of the 1850’s, and the last entry is for May 2, 1857.  The 
Academy became Marshall College in 1858. The next entry is for Jan. 11, 1861, and is 
headed “Marshall College.” 
 
 On May 30, 1856 “the ladies” were first mentioned as having to wait on the new 
members. Whether this implies they were actual students or simply guests is not clear. On 
June 6, 1856 the motion was passed to allow “the ladies” to attend the meetings. They 
                                                             
1 George S. Wallace, Cabell County Annals and Families, Richmond: Garrett & Massie, 1935, 152. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
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could only attend with an escort.  The first mention of a female name in the minutes is in 
the entry of July 11, 1856, which states that Willie Ann Buffington was the society 
librarian.  Her sister, Eugenia, was also a member.  The second entry is Aug. 1, 1856, 
stating that Eliza Kyle was one of the performers from the essay class.  (Eliza Kyle was 5 
years old in the 1850 census of Cabell County, making her 11 or 12 at the time. This 
coincides with the ages of many of the male students.)  We were unable to identify any of 
the students of 1861 as female. 
 The debate topics were all the issues of the day.  Some topics were: “Is printing 
more useful than narration?” “Are the works of nature more beautiful than the art of 
Man?” and “Does Washington deserve more praise than Columbus?”  The topic for the 
evening of Friday, April 19, 1861, was one of the most interesting.  That is the last 
meeting recorded.  The topic was “Is there more happiness in the savage than in the 
Civilized State?” The next day a steamboat landed at nearby Guyandotte bringing word 
that Virginia had seceded from the Union.  Soon many of the boys present that evening 
would learn new meanings to the terms “savage” and “civilized state.”  Several of these 
boys would join the Confederate Army and see action in the Civil War. The two brothers, 
A. G. (Albert Gallatin) “Gallie” Ricketts, and L. C. (Lucien Cincinnatus) “Cooney” 
Ricketts would join the 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA, commanded by Albert G. Jenkins, 
also a Marshall Academy graduate.  Gallie was killed in action in 1862.  Their fellow 
student, E.S. (Edward Stanard) Buffington would join Cooney at VMI in time to fight 
with the VMI Cadets at the Battle of New Market in 1864.  
  

The structure and organization of the ledger is chronological.  The minutes of the 
meetings are formal.  Like most similar records of the mid-nineteenth century, the given 
names of the students are rarely mentioned, since it was the custom to use first and 
middle initials.  The pages are hand-numbered, and pages 14 & 15, and 39 & 40 are 
blank.  The minutes were recorded in ink. 
 The last section which contains the three hand-written issues of the Marshall 
College Gazette has had several pages torn out.  But since the articles are continuous and 
apparently complete, we can assume that the editor or copyist made mistakes, and tore 
them out and discarded the pages.  They were pages numbered 55 & 56, 59 & 60, 63 & 
64.  The second issue, consisting of 8 pages is written on unnumbered pages.  The third 
issue starts on page 93, and goes through page 103.  A note in the editorial of issue #3 
states it would be the last Gazette, therefore these three issues may have been the 
complete series. 
  
 The transcription of the record book is verbatim.  Misspellings are preserved as 
they appear in the original. Notes in brackets [ ] are the editor’s. Brackets containing a 
question mark [?] means it was difficult to interpret that word or name. Strikethroughs 
(xyz) are just as they appear in the record book. Page numbers in the upper right corner of 
the pages are what appear in the record book. To identify the students mentioned, we 
have made extensive use of both the 1850 and 1860 U.S. Census of Cabell County, Va., 
and adjoining Wayne County, Va., now W.Va.  Many of the students’ surnames were not 
in either of these censuses, and are assumed to have been from a nearby county.  We also 
identified several students mentioned in the three issues of the Marshall College Gazette 
using the Marshall Catalogs for 1879 and 1880. 
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Following the transcription are three lists compiled from the minutes of the 
debating societies.  One is the list of Marshall Academy students for the years 1855-1857, 
and a second list of students for the period of Jan. to April of 1861. A third appendix 
contains a partial list of those students of 1861 who fought in the Civil War. 

 
Jack L. Dickinson 

February 2012 
 

 
 

Kanawha Valley Star 
Charleston, Va. (W.Va.) Newspaper 

Nov. 11, 1856 
 

Ma r s h a l l  A c a d e m y  
 

 Turning aside from the din of politics, we would take occasion to call the attention of 
those interested in the --- of education to the excellent institution whose name heads this article.  
It is situated in a pleasant neighborhood, of easy access, on the Ohio river, two miles below the 
pleasant town of Guyandotte, Cabell Co., Virginia. 
 It has now been in operation for some dozen years, or a little more.  And in that short 
period very many of its scholars have become prominent and leading men in the learned 
professions of law, physic and divinity; and many of them have risen to high official stations, 
civil and military, not only in Virginia but also in other States of the Union. Indeed, it is doubtful 
whether there is now an Institution in the State, that, in so short a time, has sent forth so large a 
proportion of leading men. 
 So much for the past of its short history.  Its future is still more promising.  During the 
last session there were nearly a hundred students in attendance; and the high character won for the 
school, by Mr. Boyers, the admirable and estimable teacher, at its head, is a harbinger of still 
greater success and usefulness. 
 The trustees, Mesrs. John Laidley, F. G. L. Beuhring, P. C. Buffington, Dr. G. Rickitts 
and others are gentlemen whose names give character and currency to whatever they may be 
connected with.  The Institution is further under the supervision and control of the Southern 
Methodist Conference of Western Virginia.  This gives assurance that a moral and religious 
influence will breathe around it.  
 Should any apprehend that sectarianism might, therefore, be inculcated, their fears will be 
quieted by the consideration of the fact, that while the Institution is under the control of the 
Methodist Conference, the principal of the Academy is a Presbyterian.  Thus showing a liberality 
of sentiment worthy of Christianity, and a prudence and propriety on the part of those connected 
with Institution highly creditable to these different branches of the church. 
 Marshall Academy has many advantages, and offers strong inducements to the public for 
its patronage. 
 The course of study, the rules and regulations, the privileges of library and literary and 
debating societies, the price of food and tuition and such like, can be seen by reference to the 
printed catalogue for 1856, or by addressing the principal.   
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Organized November 1855 
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p. 1 
 

Organized November 1855, Marshall Academy 
 

Preamble 
 

We the students of Marshall Academy desirous of improving ourselves in literary affairs, 
do, for our own mutual improvement associate ourselves into one body, and shall be 
known by the name of “The Erodelphian Literary Society of Marshall Academy” and will 
be governed by the following. 

 
Constitution & By Laws 

 
Sect 1st 

Article 1st. The officers of this society shall consist of a President, Vice President, 
 Secretary, Treasurer, Reviewer and Librarian. 
Art. 2. The above named officers shall be elected monthly, by ballot, and the 

one receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. 
 

2nd 
 1st It shall be the duty of the President to call the house to order at the 

precise time, preside at all meetings, preserve order, execute all 
requirements, impose all fines, appoint all committees and discharge 
the same, give the casting vote in case of an equal election, and in case 
of necessity call special meetings. 

 2nd He shall, after duly elected, deliver an inaugural address prior to his 
taking the chair, or before his term of office shall have expired. 

 3rd He shall not take his chair, until one week after his election. 
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p. 2 
 

 
Constitution Concluded 

 
Sect. 3 

Art. 1 It shall be the duty of the Vice President, in the absence of the Pres. To 
discharge all the duties of the office of Pres., see that all business is 
transacted in a gentlemanly[?] and orderly manner. 

Art 2 He shall during the presence of the Pres., be subject to his commands,  
 provided the requirements come within the bounds of his office, and at 

all other times he shall not be permitted to exercise any authority. 
 

Sect. 4 
Art. 1 It shall be the duty of the Secretary to take charge of all the books 

papers &c, belonging to Society, preserve them carefully, & deliver 
them up to his successor in office. 

Art. 2. He shall truly and faithfully record all the minutes, which, after being 
approved by society he shall enter into the minute book in a neat & 
grammatical style. 

Art 3. All minutes, communicated reports, &c & c, shall be read by the 
secretary in open society. 

Art 4. He shall when authorized by society, notify members of any special 
meetings, or other matters, or corresponding & shall, keep a faithful 
record of all money’s due society, in order to balance his books with 
the Treasurers Report, & shall perform such other duties pertaining to 
his office as the Pres or Society may direct. 
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Concluded 
 

Sect. 5 
 

Art 1st It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of all monies 
belonging to Society, and collect all money due Society. 

Art 2nd He shall, when authorized by Society, purchase such articles as may be 
directed, or as Society may stand in need of, & he shall purchase 
nothing unless duly authorized, & he shall take receipts for all money 
expended, which in settlement with his successor shall appear the same 
as money.  

Art 3. He shall faithfully & truly deliver up to his successor in office all 
monies, books, papers belonging to Society. 

Art 4. He shall at the expiration of his office present the Secretary with a 
written report, stating, the situation of the Treasury, viz: the money in 
hand, money due, fines paid, fines not paid, initiation paid, initiation 
fees not paid, money expended & for what, which must correspond 
with the minutes on docket, and if found correct shall be received & 
inserted in the minutes, if not paid report shall be returned to Treasurer, 
who shall correct[?] it before society closes, unless otherwise directed 
by Society.                                                  Hampton W.O Kaysford[?] 

Art 5. He shall be held responsible for all money paid to him, belonging to 
Society and in case of loss & c, he shall well & truly pay over to his 
successor a sum equal to the deficit unless exonerated by a majority of 
the members present. 
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p. 4 
Concluded 

 
Sect 6 

 
Art 1st It shall be the duty of the reviewer to take charge of all essays read in 

Society, (and during one week granted him)2, he shall carefully & 
strictly criticize them in the following manner, viz: The grammatical 
construction & c & c, the punctuation, the writing the orthography3, the 
sentiment & the style.  

Art 2 After society has been called to order, he shall when authorized by the 
Pres., read publicly his criticisms, which he shall have prepared in 
writing in the back of the essay, in legible writing.  

Art 3. Before proceeding to read the essay he shall call the name of the author, 
& if he or she be present he shall proceed with the reading of it, but if 
the author be absent he shall not read his criticism but shall retain it 
until such time when the author is present. 

Art 4. He shall keep all essays as his own private documents & shall not read 
his criticisms to any person or persons out of society during the 
intermission of the same.  

Art 5. He shall exercise no partiality toward any one, but shall criticize with a 
view of improvement & shall after reading his criticism, deliver the 
essay to the author. 

Art 6. He shall not be permitted to retain essay or essays two weeks, except 
the author be absent, in a case of sickness, or inability to comply with 
any of the requirements. 

 
 

                                                             
2 This phrase, while in ink, is surrounded by parentheses in faint pencil. 
3 Orthography is defined as the art of writing words with proper letters, correct usage, and spelling. 
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Concluded 
 

Sect 7 
 

Art 1st. It shall be the duty of the librarian to take charge of the library, see that 
all books be properly numbered and entered in a book kept for that 
purpose. 

Art 2. He shall when any book is taken out, record that no. together with the 
name of the person who took it, and the date when taken out, and he 
shall see that all books are returned in a clean condition & if any book 
be defaced, he shall present it to society who shall affix the penalty. 

Art 3. He shall not receive [?] a book as the property of society unless it be 
received by society. 

 
Sec 8 

Art 1 The time of meeting shall be every Friday at 1 oclock. 
Art 2. Any amendment to the constitution must be presented in meeting, and  
 read one week previous to its reception or rejection 
Art 3 Every member present shall vote on all questions, unless excused by 

Society or stand suspended. 
Art 4. This constitution & bylaws shall not be altered or amended, except by 

three fourths of the members present. 
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p.6 
 

By Laws 
 

1st  It shall be the privilege of the President to address the Society in time of 
debate. 

2 Resolved, no member shall occupy the floor more than 3 times nor linger 
the 5 minutes on one motion 

3 Resolved that any member bringing before Society in writing, or by word of 
mouth any thing that shall tried[?] to mar the peace of society or invoke 
hard feelings bad feelings among members by using fictitious names or 
otherwise shall for the first offence be fined 10 cts, 2nd  suspended & 3rd 
expelled. 

4 Resolved that no member shall read or speak any declamation or 
cornfrontius[?], except such as shall tend to our own mutual instruction, 
any other shall be equal to non performance & the member stand fined 

5 Resolved, that for each time a member does not perform he shall be fined 
for the: first offence 5 cts, and each successive time the fine shall be 
doubled. 

6 Resolved, that no interrupting[?] shall be permitted in Society and for each 
offence the Pres. may impose the penalty 

 
 We shall also endeavor to improve ourselves by ----- and an of the --- ----[?] 
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p. 7 
 

Marshall Hall   May 16, 1856 
 

 Society was called to order by calling W. R. Boyers to the chair & J. F. Stuart4 
Secretary. 
Resolved the By Laws be amended with regard to receiving of members, and that the 
reception of members preceed the election of officers this day.  Agreed to  
Resolved that Ewing John & Thos. W. Kyle5, H. Scott, N. Keenan, S. Swans6, B. 
Johnson, J. Russel, S. Wolcott, Jno & Mr. Douthit7, J. B. Wellman8, J. Black, L. 
McCullough ___males  Mary Hotchkiss, E. Kyle, M & J. Johnson be received as 
members---agreed to. 
Society then proceeded to the election of officers which resulted in the following choice, 
Pres. J. F. Stewart, V. P. W. O. Hampton, Sec. J. B. Wellman, Treas. J. L. Burks9, 
Review W. R. Boyers, Librarian, J. Laidly10. 
Agreeable to order the Declarative class performed.  Performers were: S. Buffington, A. 
Ricketts, L. Ricketts, W. Kyle, Thos & Jno Ewing, H. Scott, S. Adams, W & Jno Douthit, 
S. Wolcott, Hiltring [?]. 
Also Essay class performed.   They were Miss N. Laidley, W. A. Buffington11, E. S. 
Buffington, & E. Kyle.12  
 Motion to adjourn agreed to.  
 Minutes read & adopted.  

W. R. Boyers, Pres. 
J. F. Stewart, Sec. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
4 This is probably either Joseph S. Stewart, age 5 in 1850, son of James Stewart, a stonemason, or James 
Stewart, age 5 in 1850, son of Robert Stewart, a farmer.  (From the 1850 Census of Cabell County) 
5 This is Thomas, son of John Kyle, a laborer from Penn. (No age given in 1850 Census of Cabell County) 
6 This is probably Shelby Swan, (Shelvey in census), age 7 in 1850, son of Levan Swan. (Cabell County 
Census) 
7 This is John, son of William Douthit, age 7 in 1850. (1850 Census of Cabell County) 
8 This is John B. Wellman, age 10 in 1850, son of Jeremiah Wellman, a merchant in the 1850 census of 
Wayne County. 
9 This may have been Jesse Burks, son of William, a farmer. 
10 This may have been James Laidley, son of John Laidley, a lawyer in 1850 Cabell Census. 
11 This was Willie Ann Buffington, age 7 in 1850, daughter of Peter C. Buffington, later 1st mayor of 
Huntington and sister of Edward Stanard Buffington. Willie married David B. Tenant, and she died in 
1921. 
12 This may have been Eliza Kyle, one of the first female students at the Academy. 
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p. 8 

 
 

Marshall Hall  May 23rd 1856 
 

Society convened agreeably to order, roll called. Minutes read and adopted, members 
absent  S. Buffington.  Agreeable to the order of the day, the reviewers criticisms were 
then heard.  The president delivered his inaugural.  Mr. Peck was received into this 
society by an unanimous vote.  The declimation13 class performed.  The performers were  
G. L. Laidley, S. Hiltbruner14, Jno Wellman, P. McCullough, W. Kyle, J. Black15, Jno 
Ewing, Jno Russel, E. Ong16, A. G. Rickets, Jno Douthit, N. Keenan.  They were 
criticized by the reviewer. 
Agreeable to order the essay class performed.  The performers were H. Buffington, W. A. 
Buffington, H. Laidley, M. Hotchkiss, E. Kyle.  By motion agreed that society pay W. R. 
Boyers 12 ½ cts for paper, by motion the society adjourned. 

J. W. Stuart, Pres 
John Wellman, Sec. 

 
 

Marshall Academy  May 30th 1856 
 

Society convened, agreeable to order roll called. Minutes read and adapted.  W. L. 
Laidley & E. Ong was received as members exempted of an itiating fee.  By motion the 
ladies was appointed to wait upon them.  The declimation class performed.  The 
performers were L. Burkes, Wm. O. Hampton, Thomas Ewing, Augustus Woolcot17, L. 
Ricketts, B.Johnson, Wm. Douthit18, Alvin Adams, F. R. Moore19, E. G. Peck.  They 
were criticized by the reviewer, James Laidly.  Henry Harden, B. Johnson, each is 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
13 This was the declamation class.  The definition of declamation is: exercise in oratory or elocution, as in 
the recitation of a classic speech; speech or writing for oratorical effect.  
14 This is Stephen Hiltbruner, age 8 in 1850, son of Jacob, a tin worker in 1850 Cabell census. The 
Hiltbruners were from Penn. 
15 This is probably John W. Black, 8 year old son of James C. Black in the 1850 census of Cabell. 
16 This is Ernest M. Ong, son of Isaac Ong, the Guyandotte tailor. (1850 census of Cabell County) Isaac 
Ong fought with the Border Rangers, Co. E, 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA in the Civil War. 
17 There was only one Augustus Woolcott in the 1850 census of Cabell County, he was shown as 41 years 
old and a merchant.  This may have been a son. 
18 This is William Douthit, son of William Douthit, Sr. He was age 9 in the 1850 census of Cabell County. 
19 This is Fredrick Moore, age 10 in 1850, son of Fredrick Moore, Sr. a merchant in the 1850 census of 
Wayne County. Frederick Sr. was a large landowner on both sides of the Big Sandy River in Wayne 
County, and in Ky. 
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p. 9 
 

Continued 
 
fined 5 cts for not performing.  The society tender an invitation to Dr. Ricketts20 to 
appear with them next Friday, by motion a committee of 5 was appointed.  They were 
Olliver Hampton, L. Laidly, Jno Ong21, James Peck, Jno B. Wellman. 

By motion the house adjourned. 
J. F. Stuart, pres 

Jno B. Wellman, Sec 
 
 

Marshall Hall  June 6th 1856 
 

Society convened, agreeable to order roll called.  Mintues read and adapted members 
absent Jno Ong, by motion it was agreed that the president be allowed to make any 
change in the performance that he may wish, by motion it was agreed that the ladies be 
invited into the hall.  And moore was appointed as committee of escort. The declimation 
class performed, the performers were E. Ong, W. Kyle, J. Douthit, A Ricketts, S. 
Hiltbruner.  The essayists were McCullugh, Black, J. Ewing, J. Russel, Jno Wellman, G 
and J.[?]  Laidly, and the misses E. and W. Buffington22 and H. Laidly.  A. Ricketts and 
M. Hotchkiss was each fined 5 cts for nonperformance and the performers were criticized 
upon.  The committee appointed to tender an invitation to Dr. Ricketts reported and the 
motion of the report was received. 

By motion the house adjourned. 
J. F. Stuart, Pres 

J. B. Wellman, Sec 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                             
20 Dr. Ricketts was Girard C. Ricketts, the town doctor for Guyandotte, and the father of Academy students 
L.C. “Cooney” and A. G. “Gallie” Ricketts.  Dr. Ricketts was a trusee of the Academy in 1858. Dr. 
Ricketts died of a disease in 1859.  
21 This is probably John W. Ong, son of Isaac and brother to Ernest W. If true, he would have been one of 
the older students, being 12 in the 1850 census of Cabell County. 
22 These girls were the two sisters, Eugenia and Willie, Eugenia was 5 in the 1850 census and Willie was 7. 
They were daughters of Peter C. Buffington, and sisters of Edward Stanard Buffington, another student.  
Eugenia married Henry E. C. Baskerville and died in 1871.  Peter Buffington was a trustee of Marshall 
Academy in 1858. 
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p. 10 
 

Marshall Hall  June 13th, 1856 
 

Society convened agreeable to order roll called minutes read and adapted, members 
absent Wm. Hampton.  The essays were criticized upon, by motion it was agreed that a 
factotum23 be elected.  Election of officers being in order, factotum: F. R. Moore; 
President James Peck; vice president Jno Ong; Secretary, Jno Wellman; Treasurer Lewis 
Burkes; reviewer Sidney Laidley; librarian Wm. Hampton. The declimation class was 
called.  The performers were A. Adams, Henry Harden; B. Johnson. The essay class was 
called, they were Harvey Scot; F. R. Moore; Thomas Ewing; J. G. Peck; L. Ricketts; 
Wm. Douthit, L. Burkes, J. laidly; each 10 cts fine for nonperformance.  E. Ong fined 10 
cts for disorderly conduct.  G. Laidly 10 cts for immodest language and obscene pictures 
on his last essay.  The performers were criticized upon.  
 By motion it was agreed that the minutes be read.  House adjourned. 

J. F. Stuart, Pres 
J. B. Wellman, Sec 

 
 

Marshall Hall  June 20th, 1856 
 

Society convened agreeable to order roll called and minutes read and adapted.  Members 
absent John Ewing, Harvey Scot, and L. Burks.  The essays were criticized upon.  John 
Reynold24 was received into the society.  The declimation class was called.  The 
performers were G. Laidly, -[?] Kyle, J. McCullough, Jno. Wellman; J. Black25, Jno 
Russel, E. Ong, A. G. Ricketts, Jno Douthit, N.[?] Keenan, S. Hiltbruner.  The essay class 
was called.  The essayists were: E. Buffington, W. Buffington,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
23 A factotum is an employee or official having many different responsibilities, also one who can explain 
the mission of the organization, a jack of all trades. 
24 Unidentified. There were several Reynolds families living in Cabell in 1850, but none with a child named 
John of the same age as the other students.  Ezekiel Reynolds had a son named John that was 20 years old 
in 1850 census of Cabell County.  
25 This is most likely James Black, age 7 in 1850, living in the household of James Russell in the 1850 
census of Wayne County.  His mother was Amacetta Russell Black, a widow.  
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Helen Laidly, Melia[?] Wallace, and E. Kyle26.  Jno Ong and Sidney Laidly were each 
fined 5 cts for nonperformance.  There was a motion made and it was carried that there be 
an exhibition of the society in the fall.  The house adjourned. 

J. G. Peck, Pres 
Jno B. Wellman, Sec 

 
Marshall Hall  June 27th, 1856 

 
Society convened agreeable to order, roll called, minutes read and adapted  members 
absent John Reynold; J. Laidly, B. Johnson; S. Buffington.  The essays were criticized 
upon.  Ames Kimble[?]27 and James Sanders ummers were received into the society. The 
declimation class was called, the performers were F. R. Moore; L. Burkes, H. Harden, L. 
Ricketts, W Douthit; Augustus Woolcot; Alvin Adams; Thomas Ewing; J. G. Peck. 
 W. O. Hampton is fined 5 cts for nonperformance.  A resolution was adapted for fining 
every scholar each successively time for nonperformance, they be fined 5 cts and each 
successively time to double it.   
By motion the house adjourned. 

J. G. Peck, Pres 
Jno B. Wellman, Sec 

 
Marshall Hall  July 11, 1856 

 
Society convened agreeable to order minutes read and adapted.  Members absent James 
Laidly, Mary Hotchkiss, Amelia Walace, F. R. Moore, John Ewing.  The 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                             
26 This is most likely Eliza Kyle, mentioned earlier. 
27 It has not been determined if this is the same student as Asa Kimball, who appears elsewhere in the 
minutes. 
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Continued 

 
election of officers was next in order.  For president W. Olliver Hampton28; Vice 
president James G. Peck; Secretary Sidney Laidly; Treasurer L. Burkes; Reviewer J. F. 
Stuart; Librarian Willie Ann Buffington; factotum J. B. Wellman.  The essay class was 
called, the performers were. G. Laidly; J. Mcullugh; James Black, John Russel; E. Ong, 
Newton Keenan29, Jno. B. Wellman; Sidney Laidly, E. Kyle; H. Laidly; E and W 
Buffington. 
House adjourned 

James G. Peck, Pres 
Jno. B. Wellman, Sec 

 
 

----------------------- 
     Marshall Hall 

                              July 25th 1856 
 

Society convened agreeably to order; minutes read and adopted.  Essays were criticized; 
Installation of officers, roll called; members absent: J. Laidly, H. Scott, S. Buffington, H. 
Hardin, Asa Kimball.  Declamation class called.  The performers were: T. Ewing, A. 
Wolcott30, L. Ricketts, B. Johnston, W. Douthit, Adams, F. R. Moore, J. G. Peck, Jas 
Summers, W. O. Hampton.   L. H. Burks fined 5 cts for non-performance. 

Society adjourned 
W. O. Hampton, Pres 

W. S. Laidly, Sec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                             
28 This was William Oliver Hampton, born in Boyd County, Ky. Age 15 in 1850, son of Rev. William 
Hampton and Sarah (Buchanan) Hampton.  He left Marshall in 1857 to study law.  Admitted to the bar in 
1859.  Sarah Hampton died in 1874 and Rev. William Hampton married Salena Mason, who purchased 
Marshall College for $1,500 during the Civil War and kept it in business. 
29 This may have been Samuel N. Keenan, age 6 in 1850, son of Andrew S. Keenan.  They lived next door 
to the Ricketts family in 1850 census of Cabell. 
30 This may have been B. A. “Gus” Wolcott, age 17 in 1860, son of Augustus S. Wolcott, the wharfmaster 
in the Cabell County 1860 census.  Gus joined Co. E (Border Rangers) of the 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA 
when the Civil War started. 



30 
 

 



31 
 

 
p. 13 

 
Marshall Hall  Aug 1st, 1856 

 
Society convened agreeably to order. 
Minutes read and adopted.  Declamation class called: performers were: Jas Black, Wm 
Kyle, J. McCullough, Jno Russell Class excused.  Essay class called.  Performers-viz: E. 
S. Buffington, W.A. Buffington, H. Laidley, Eliza Kyle, P. Wallace:  Class excused.   
Essays were criticized. 
It was motioned and adopted that Proff: McKee[?] AU31. of Urbanna O,  be invited to 
deliver an oration at the exhibition.  The President appointed the following committee to 
extend the invitation.  They were: viz: W. S. Laidley, J. B. Wellman, J. G. Peck, L. H. 
Burks, Jas Laidley. 

Society adjourned 
W. O. Hampton Pres 

W. S. Laidley Sec 
 
 

    
    Marshall Hall 

      Aug. 15th 1856. 
Society convened agreeably to order. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
31 We have not been able to identify if this is a college or university or some other type of school at 
Urbanna, Ohio. 
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December 31st 1856 

 
 We the students of Marshall Academy, feeling the need of a literary association for 
the mutual benefit of such of our number, as are willing to thus combine for 
improvement, are desirous of forming said association on the following plan, viz, that we 
be allowed to compile and adopt, a constitution and by-laws suited to our wants.  To meet 
in a hall at our disposal, and also the time, but, not to conflict with the appointments of 
the Academy proper.  Agreeing at the same time, to meet twice in every Academic 
month, or alternate week, and further we humbly petition the Academy proper, to grant 
us this privilege by affixing the respective signatures of Principal and assistants, asking at 
the same time that the male assistant Mr. Stuart compose one of our number; 
 
Charter members      Names of teachers 
James G. Peck       Wm. R. Boyers, Prin.33 
Levi G. Wilson34      J. F. Stewart, Assn 
John B. Wellman      L. H. Hanna, Assn 
Thomas P. Ewing 
John A. Ewing 
John W. Powell 
Strather F. Burgess 
James H. Laidly 
William P. Holderby35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
32 Pages 14 and 15 of the ledger were blank. 
33 His name appears in historical documents as Boyer. He was President (principal) from 1854-1858. 
34 The only Levi Wilson in the Cabell County 1850 census, was living with Albert Laidley, and was age 15 
in 1850. 
35 This is William, age 8 in 1850, son of James Holderby a Cabell County landowner.  (Cabell 1850 
census.) This is the James Holderby who conveyed a deed for the land where Marshall Academy stood “to 
be used for educational purposes.”  
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Constitution 
of the Erodelphian Literary Society No. 2 of 

Marshall Academy 
 
Adopted January 10th 1857. 

Preamble 
We a portion of the students of Marshall Academy desiring to improve ourselves in 
literary affairs do for our mutual improvement associate ourselves into one body, and 
shall be known by the name of the Erodelphian Literary Society No. 2 of Marshall 
Academy, and will be governed by the following,  
 

Constitution and By-Laws 
Section 1st of officers 

Article 1st The officers of this society shall consist of a President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Reviewer, and Marshall. 

Art 2nd. The above named officers shall be elected every alternate meeting by 
ballot, and the one receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared 
elected.  

 
Section 2nd of President 

Art. 1st. It shall be the duty of the President to call the house to order at the proper 
time, preside at all meetings, preserve order, appoint all committees not 
otherwise provided for, give the casting vote in case of an equal election,  

  and execute all requirements pertaining to his office. 
Art. 2nd. At the expiration of his term of office it shall be the duty of the President 
     N.A.36 to deliver a valedictory address. 
 
Art. 3rd. He shall not take his seat until one meeting after his election. 
 
Art. 4th. It shall be the duty of the President together with the Secretary to select  
     N.A.            two members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
36 These two “N.A.” notes are added in pencil, along with the one on the following page. 
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Constitution Continued 

 
  from the original class to debate a question, which they shall select from 

questions handed in by the essay class; it hereby being made the duty of 
the members of said class each to hand in a question. 

Art. 5th. Before the regular debate it shall be the duty of the president to appoint a 
committee of three to decide on the merits of the argument, which 

   N.A. decision shall be written on paper provided for them, in the words Aff. Or 
Neg. and the name of the individuals of said committee to be optional on 
said paper. 

 
Sect 3rd of Vice President 

Art. 1st. It shall be the duty of the vice president in the absence of the president to 
discharge all the duties of the office of President. 

 
Sect 4th of Secretary 

Art. 1st. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to take charge of all the books, papers 
& c, belonging to society, preserve them carefully, and deliver them to his 
successor in office.  

Art. 2nd. He shall truly and faithfully record all the proceedings of Society, which, 
after being adopted, he shall enter into the minute book in a neat & 
grammatical style. 

Art. 3rd. All minutes, communications, reports & c, & c, shall be read by the 
Secretary in open society. 

Art. 4th. He shall when authorized by society notify members of any special 
meeting & c. 

Art. 5th. He shall keep a faithful record of all moneys due society in order to 
balance his book with the Treasurers report. 

Art. 6th. He shall act as correspondent for society and shall perform such other 
duties pertaining[?]  
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  to his office, as the President or Society may direct. 
 

Section 5th of Treasurer 
Art. 1st. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of all moneys belonging 

to society and collect all money due society. 
Art. 2nd. He shall when authorized by society purchase such articles as may be 

directed.  He shall purchase nothing unless duly authorized, He shall take 
receipts for all moneys expended, which, in settlement with his successor 
shall appear the same as money. 

Art. 3rd. He shall faithfully and truly deliver to his successor in office all money, 
books, papers & c belonging to society. 

Art. 4th. He shall at the expiration of his term of office, present to society a written 
report stating the situation of the Treasury, Viz the money in hand, money 
due, initiation fees paid, initiation fees not paid, money expended, for 
what, which must correspond with the minutes on docket.  And if found   

  correct shall be received, and inserted in the minutes, if not said report 
shall be returned to treasurer who shall correct before society closes, 
unless otherwise directed by society. 

Art. 5th.  He shall be held responsible for all money paid to him belonging to 
Society and in case of loss & c he shall well and truly pay to his successor  

  a sum equal to the deficit, unless exonerated by a majority of the members 
present. 
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Constitution Continued 
 

Section 6th of Reviewer. 
Art. 1st. It shall be the duty of the Reviewer to take charge of all essays read in 

society carefully, and strictly, criticize them in the following manner, Viz  
  the grammatical construction, punctuation, penmanship, orthography, 

sentiment, and style which, report shall be received the following meeting, 
and delivered in the following manner, viz criticisms to be written in a 
legible hand on the back of essays, and read in open society. 

Art. 2nd. Before proceeding to read the criticisms he shall call upon the name of the 
author of the essay, and if he or she be present he shall proceed with the 
reading of it but if the author be absent he shall not read his criticisms, but 
shall retain it untill such time when the author is present. 

Article 3rd. He shall keep all essays as his own private documents, and shall not read 
his criticisms to any person, or person out of society during the 
intermission of the same. 

Art. 4th. He shall exercise no partiality toward any one but shall criticize with a 
view of improvement, and shall after reading his criticisms, deliver the 
essay to the author. 

Art. 5th. He shall not be permited to retain essays to meetings except the author be 
absent, or in case of sickness or inability to comply with any of the 
requirements. 

Art. 6th. He shall criticize all performances verbally after which the President may 
call for criticisms from members. 
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Marshall Academy       January 10th 1857. 
 

This meeting was called to order, by calling L. G. Wilson to the chair & J. B. Wellman 
Secretary.   By motion it was agreed that the by-laws be read. J. G. Peck was appointed to 
read them.  The election of officers was next in order.  For president J. G. Peck, vice 
president James Laidly; Secretary John B. Wellman; Treasurer J. F. Stuart, Reviewer L. 
G. Wilson; Marshall John A. Ewing, J. B. Wellman.  J. G. Peck and J. F. Stuart were 
appointed on a committee to establish the petitions in the minute book. 
 The declaiming class for the next meeting, 
  Consist of:   John Powell, John A. Ewing 
      Strather Burgess 
       Essay class 
      J. F. Stuart 
      Thomas J. Ewing 
      William Holderby 
       Original oration 
      James Laidly 
       Debate 
      L. G. Wilson 
      J. B. Wellman 

 House adjourned 
 Jas. G. Peck, Pres 
Jno. B. Wellman, Sec. 

 
 

Marshall hall  January 24th 
 

Society convened agreeable to order.  Roll called and minutes read and adapted, officers 
were installed.  James Black was received as a member.  The declimation class performed 
the performers were John Powell, John Ewing and Strather Burgess.  The essay class.  
The performers were J. F. Stuart, Thomas A. Ewing 
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and Wm P Holderby.  The debating class performed.  The performers were John B. 
Wellman, Affir; Levi Wilson Neg.  The sentimental debate decided on the affirmative.  
Mr. Peck delivered an address to the society on the importance of perserverance.  Mr. 
Laidly gave his excuse for nonperformance.  The declimation class for the next meeting 
are 
       James Black 
       Thomas Ewing 
       John Ewing 
        Essay class 
       William Holderby 
       James Laidly 
       John Powell 
       Strather Burgess 
        Original Class 
       Oration  Debate 
       J. G. Peck  L. Wilson, Affir 
       J. B. Wellman  J. F. Stuart, Neg 
        House adjourned 
         J. G. Peck, Pres 
         J. B. Wellman, Sec. 
 

 
Marshall Hall 

 Feb. 7th 1857 
 

 Society convened agreeably to order, roll called and minutes read and adopted.  Mr. 
Suiter was received as a member. The declamation class performed.  The performers J. 
Black, Thomas Ewing, J. A. Ewing.  The Essay class performed.  The performers were   
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Continued 
 

W. P. Holderby, James Laidley and J. Howell & Strouther Burgess.  The Original class 
performed.  The performers were J. B. Wellman, G. Wilson.  The debaters were L. G. 
Wilson & J. Stewart.  The reviewer criticized upon the last meetings essays.  W. 
Williams was received as a member.  The election of officers next in order.  For pres. J. 
H. Stewart, Vice pres. J. Powell, Sec. L. G. Wilson, Reviewer J. H. Laidley, Treas. W. P. 
Holderby, Marshall J. B. Wellman.  Resolved that none but the speakers reviewer shall 
criticize on the speaker.  This motion was established.  Mr. Stuart made a motion to 
appoint 2 to edit a paper to be read in the the society this motion was agreed to.  The 
declimation class for the next meeting are 
        J. B. Wellman 
        P. G. Peck 
        L. G. Wilson 
        P. F. Stuart 
         Essay class 
        Thomas Ewing 
        James R. Black 
        John Ewing 
         Original oration 
        James Laidly 
        John  Powell 
         Debate 
        William Holderby 
        S. Burgess 
         J. G. Peck, Pres 
         J. B. Wellman, Sec 
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Marshall Academy  Feb. 21st 1857 
 

Society convened agreeable to order, roll called and minutes read, and adopted, officers 
installed.  The declamation class was called the performers were J. B. Wellman, J. G. 
Peck, L. G. Wilson & J. L. Stuart.  All who performed and were criticized upon by the 
reviewer.  The essay class was then called the performers were, J. Black.  Subject: The 
schoolday[?].  Thos Ewing, non performance, Mr. Sooter absent, Mess[?] Black & Ewing 
performed. 

Original Class 
James Laidley, John Howel, William Holderby, and S. Burges.  Question, are the works 
of nature more beautiful than the art of Man. 

  Affirm     Neg 
  S. Burgess   J. Laidley 
  J. W. Powel   W. P. Holderby 

Mess37. Burges, Laidley and Holderby performed, Mr. Howel did not.  The committee 
were Wellman, Renoe[?] and Ewing who decided in the affirmative. 

 
Miscellaneous business 

Motion by Mr. Peck that members entering the room after performances be admitted to 
give their performance.  Mr. Wiliams performed.  Motion by Mr. Laidley that the ex-
President deliver his valedictory which he did. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
37 This appears to be a form of the title or address of Messrs, for more than one Mr. 
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Classes 
 

Declamation class 
James Laidley, John Howel 
William Holderby, S. Burges 

Essay Class 
J. B. Wellman, J. G. Peck 
J. F. Stuart, Levi Wilson, Wm Williams 

Original Class 
J. Black, T. Ewing 
J. Suter, Jno Ewing 

Debate 
The farmer is more useful than the merchant. 

 
Affirmative 

Jno Renoe and Thos. Ewing 
Negative 

Jno Ewing and James Black 
 
Motion by Mr. Peck “that a box anonymous literature be eseched[?] in the hall at 
Marshall Academy for the use of Society which was seconded and passed.  Also that 
there should be no anonymous communication of an ill character which passed.  Excuses 
were received from J. Howel and J. Ewing. 

J. H. Stuart, Pres 
L. G. Wilson, Secy 
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Marshall Academy  March 7th 1857 
 

Society convened according to order and was opened by prayer from Mr. Peck.  Roll 
called.  Minutes of last meeting read and adopted.  Declation38, Wm Holderby & Jas 
Laidley performers.  Mess Howel and Burges were absent.  Mesrs Laidley and Holderby 
were criticized upon by the reviewer.  The essay class was called who were L. G. Wilson, 
J. B. Wellman, J. G. Peck and J. F. Stuart.  Mr. Peck delivered an original  All the others 
performed agreeably to order.  Debating class called 
  Thos Ewing, J. Black, J. Ewing and J. Renoe, 

Aff 
Thos Ewing & J. Renoe.  Renoe did not speak. 

Negative 
Jno Ewing, Jas Black 
 
The committee were Wellman, Peck & Holderby who decided in the affirmative.  The 
reviewers criticisms being in order were given.  Election of officers being next in order 
the following were elected.  J. Laidley, Pres, J. H. Stuart Sect, J. G. Peck Treas, J. Black 
reviewer, Thos Ewing, Marshall.  The paper edited by Stuart & Wellman was read in 
open Society by them, Jas Laidley moved that the paper be first read by the teachers at 
the academy next by the trustees of the same, which was 2d & passed.  Mr. Peck moved 
that M. Laidley’s motion be reconsidered, which was 2’d and passed.  Mr. Laidley moved 
“that the teachers read the paper then the trustees then the paper shall be returned to the 
editors, who can dispose of it as they see proper which was 2’d and passed yeas 6 nays 1.  
Others not voting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                             
38 This was probably meant to be the word Declamation. 
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Classes 
 
 Essay class 
J. laidley, Wm Holderby & S. Burgess 
 Declamation Class 
J. Black, Thos Ewing, Jno Ewing & J. Ranoe 
 Original Class 
L. G. Wilson & J. F. Stuart 
 Debate 
J. G. Peck & J. B. Wellman 
 

Question 
Ignorance is worse than laziness 
 
 Aff    Neg 
J. G. Peck    J. B. Wellman 
        Society adjourned. 

J. F. Stuart, Pres 
L. G. Wilson, Secry 

 
 

February 26th 1857 
 

Special meeting 
   Society convened by a call of the members.  Mr. Peck moved that “the 
paper published by the Society be entitled the Sprout.”  Which passed.  Motion by J. 
Ewing that the society provide paper to be used writing the Sprout.  Motion by Mr.Peck 
that all contributions coming in for the Sprout be handed in by the 3 of March /57. 

J. F. Stuart, Pres 
L. G. Wilson, Secty 
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Erodelphian Hall39  March 21 1857 
 

At the proper time Society was called to order, and opened with prayer.  The roll being 
called the following were absent; Tho. Ewing, J. Ewing, J. Renoe, J. Laidley, J. W. 
Powell, S. Burgess, J. Suiter.  Installation of officers in order.  The following were 
installed.  Wellman, Peck, Black and Stewart; Laidley and Ewing Jr. being absent. The 
ex-president delivered his official address.  
Agreeably to the order of the day the Declamation class was called.  Black performed and 
was remarked upon by the members, the remainder of the class was absent.  Also essay 
class called.  Holderby performed others absent.  Original class being in order Wilson 
performed.  Wilson was appointed Marshall pro tempore. 
Debate in order.  Question Is ignorance worse than laziness.  Aff.  Peck   Deny, Wellman.  
Committee.  Wilson, Black and Holderby.  The question was ably discussed and decided 
in favor of Negative.   
The reviewing of essays being in order the essays were handed to Society by Peck as 
herald of the reviewer who was absent.   Miscellaneous business in order: the second 
number of the Sprout was read by the editors, Peck and Wellman.  Performances for next 
meeting Dec. Wilson, Steuart, Peck and Wellman. Essay Black Ewing Sr, et. Jr. Original 
Laidley, Holderby et Burgess.  Qes. Is the drunkard to be pittied more than his family. 
Aff. Laidley, Neg. Holderby.  Adjourned.  Pres Wellman, Sec. Stewart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
39 It is believed that during this period, the society obtained its own permanent meeting room, probably on 
the upper floor of the main Marshall building. 
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Erodelphian Hall  April 18th, 1857 

 
Society convened at the propper time.  Roll Called, members all absent but Wellman, 
Stewart, Black & Ewing Jr.  Minutes of last meeting read and adopted.  Motioned by 
Ewing jr that the regular literary performances be postponed till next meeting, which 
carried.  In accordance with order of exercises, J. Hampton40 was received by a 
unanimous vote.  Election of officers in order, the following was the result, for pres. 
Stewart for vice-pres. Wellman, for sec. Wellman, for treas. Hampton, Reviewer, 
Hampton, Marshall Black.  Miscellaneous business in order.  By motion it was agreed 
that Hampton should be associate editor of the Sprout in future.  Adjourned with the same 
classes to perform that are found minutes of last meeting. 

 
Sec. Stewart, Pres. Wellman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
40 This was John Hampton, son of Rev. William Hampton and brother to William Oliver Hampton, another 
student.  (See footnote 28) 
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Marshall Academy, May 2nd 1857. 

 
Agreeable to order the society convened roll called and minutes read, members all absent 
but Hampton, Wilson, Black, Ewing jr and Stuart.  Installation of officers in order, the 
officers elect were installed.  The valedictory address of Pres. Wellman was postponed 
till the next meeting.  The Declimation class was next in order, Wilson and Stuart 
performed. The essay class was next in order, the performers were James Black and 
Thomnas Ewing. The original class were all absent, and the Debating class was also 
absent.  By motion John Hunter was received into the society, also Julias Mcullugh was 
elected member, providing he desires to come in.  Miscellaneous business next in order.  
The editors read the 3rd No of the “Sprout.” 
  The Declaimers next week are: 
     John Hunter 
     J. Mcullugh 
  Essay Class 
  J. B. Wellman 
  J. N. Hampton 
  J. G. Wilson 
  P. F. Stuart 
 
Is the drunkard to be pitied    Debating class 
more than his family.     Aff. T. E. Ewing Jr 
        Neg. J. R. Black 
 
     J. F. Stuart, Pres 
     J. B. Wellman, Sec 
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Marshall College 41  Jan. 11th  A.D. 1861 
 

Pursuant to notice the students of Marshall College met in Marshall Hall, for the purpose 
of organizing a Literary Society.  On motion Prof. D. W. Thrush42 was called to the chair 
and G. S. Laidley43 elected as secretary.  The President then stated the object of the 
meeting, when on motion of D. A. Johnston a committee was appointed to draft a 
constitution and by-laws for the government of the Society.  The committee having been 
appointed by the chair consisted of D. A. Johnston, G. S. Laidley and J. F. Stewart, who 
after a short delay reported the following constitution, which was read article by article 
and adopted.   On motion it was agreed that the officers of this meeting serve until  
im----[?] the officers elected under the constitution be installed. The following persons 
were then nominated for the respective offices to be voted for at the next meeting, Pres. 
D.W. Thrush, Vice Pres. D. A. Johnston, Rec Sec G. S. Laidley, Cor. Sec. S. E. 
Buffington, Treas. J. A. Stuart.  There being no further business, on motion the meeting 
adjourned to meet in one week from this night. 

D. W. Thrush, Pres. 
 G. S. Laidley, Sec. 
 

Marshall College 
Marshall College 
Marshall College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
41 This is the first mention of Marshall College in the record book.  Marshall Academy achieved college 
status in 1858. 
42 D. W. Thrush was not only a teacher at Marshall, but also served as President until the start of the Civil 
War in April, 1861. 
43 This appears to have been George S. Laidley, age 19 in 1860, son of John Laidley and Mary J. (Hite) 
Laidley. (1860 census of Cabell County.) There was more than one George Laidley in Cabell County, and 
Wallace (in “Cabell Annals”) states he was of another Laidley family. 
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     Marshall College  Jan 15th 1861 
 

Preamble 
 

Whereas we believe that many advantages result from literary associations, and that 
bringing mind in contact with mind is one of the most effectual means of intellectual 
disciplne.  Therefore be it resolved that we the students of Marshall College do mutually 
agree to associate ourselves, into a literary body to be governed and regulated by the 
following constitution and By Laws. 
 

Consti tu t ion 
Section 1st 

 
Art 1st This Society shall be called the Diagnothean Literary Society of Marshall 

College. 
 
Art 2nd The officers of this Society shall consist of one President, one Vice 

President, one Rec Secretary, one Cor Secretary, One Treasurer, One 
Librarian and Sexton.44 

 
Art 3rd Each of the above officers shall be elected monthly, by ballot.  They shall 

be nominated one week previous to election and not more than three 
candidates shall be named for each office and the person having the 
highest number of votes shall be declared elected.  Any person duly 
elected any office and refusing to serve without a good excuse shall be 
subject to a fine of twenty five cents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
44 A Sexton is generally defined as: an official of a church charged with taking care of the edifice and its 
contents. The word "Sexton" and "sacristan" both derive from the Medieval Latin word sacristanus 
meaning "custodian of sacred objects". 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacristan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_Latin
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Consti tu t ion 
Section 2nd 

 
It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings, to conduct the same in an 
orderly and parliamentary manner.  He shall levy all fines, appoint and discharge all 
committees.  He shall have power to call special meetings, shall declare the result of 
elections and in case of tie votes shall immediately order a new election between the two 
highest candidates.  In any other votes accept in the election of officers he shall have the 
casting vote when a tie shall occur.  

   Consti tu t ion 
 

Section 3rd 
 
Art 1st It shall be the duty of the Vice President to preside in the absence of the  
President.  He shall have penalty power to conduct the business and dischall[?] all the  
duties of the Pres, but shall exercise no authority in an official capacity except when  
acting as president. 
 

Section 4th 
 

Art 1st It shall be the duty of the Rec. Secretary to keep a true and faithful record  
 of the minutes of Society, in a book, to be kept for the purpose. 
 
Art 2nd He shall take charge of all books & papers, which relate to the business of  
 Society; shall take charge of all essays from the hands of the critics and deliver, and  
 deliver them to the authors at their request. 
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Consti tu t ion 
 

Art 3rd It shall be the duty of the Rec Sec to notice all members of any special  
 meeting of Society; when ordered by the President, by tacking a written notice upon the  
 door of the Hall. 
 

Section 5th 

 

Art 1 It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of all the funds  
belonging to Society; collect all fees, fines and moneys, whatever, due society. 
 
Art 2nd He shall solicit the payment of all money due and shall report the names of  
such members as shall refuse to pay. 
 
Art 3rd He shall report monthly in Society the amount of funds in his hands, the  
 amount due, the names of members refusing to pay, and shall have no power to incur any  
 expenditures except by order of Society through the President.  
 
Art 4th He shall on retiring from office deliver fully and faithfully all moneys,  
 receipts, negociable papers & c to his successor in office. 
 

Section 6th 
 

Art 1 It shall be the duty of the Librarian to take charge of the Library belonging  
to society, see that all books are properly numbered and entered in a book for the  
purpose. 
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Consti tu t ion 

 
Art 2 He shall whenever any book is taken from the Library, record the No.  
 together with the date and the name of the person receiving the same.  He shall see that  
 no book remain out more than one week unless the same be recorded as taken-out for a  
 second week and in the same manner from week to week.  He shall see that all books are  
 returned in good condition. 
 
Art 3 If any book be defaced he shall present the same to Society, where a  
suitable penalty may be inflicted.  Should any book be detained longer than one week  
 whith[?] renewing, the Librarian shall report the same to society where a fine may be  
 inflicted.  
 
Art 4 He shall not permit any person to receive a book or books from the  
Library who is not upon the list of active or honorary members of Society.  
 

Section 7th 
 

Art 1 It shall be the duty of the Cor. Secretary to conduct all correspondence  
relative to the business of Society, and shall report the same to Society when called upon,  
in open Society. 
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Consti tu t ion 
 

Section 8 
 

Art 1 It shall be the duty of the Marshal to see that the room be in a comfortable  
 condition at the time of meeting. 
 
Art 2 He shall guard the door and see that all visitors be comforibly seated & c 
 
Art 3rd He shall apply to the President whenever he desires an order upon the  
treasurer for necessary expenditures.  
 

Section 9th 
 

Art   It shall be the duty of each member to answer to his name when the roll is  
called, and on failure of so doing shall be subject to a fine of one dime unless a  
reasonable excuse can be rendered. 
 
Art 2 It shall be the duty of each member to perform in his respective class when  
called upon and failing to do so is subject to a fine of one dime, unless a good excuse is  
rendered.  
 
Art 3 It shall be the duty of each member respectfully to obey the Constitution  
and By-Laws, and to exert himself to promote the general interests of Society. 
 
Art 4th Each member on being initiated shall pay the sum of twenty five cents as a  
fee, and shall enroll his name among the list of active members which shall be deemed  
equivalent of signing this constitution. 
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Consti tu t ion 
 

Art 5th Each member upon enrolling his name shall be required to answer the  
following questions.  Do you promise faithfully to obey the Constitution & By-Laws of  
 this Society, and to perform all the duties and requirements of the same & that you will  
----[?] be obedient and respectful to its officers and mutually cooperate with them in the  
 discharge of their various duties 
 
Art 6 Each member shall answer to his name at all roll-callings, and punctually  
 meet all the performances made obligatory by Society and on failure of any of these  
 requirements shall be subject to fine of not less than five cents nor more than twenty five  
 at the option of the President.  
 
Art 7th Any member who shall be constitutionally elected to any office in this  
 Society and shall not decline before his election shall be subject to a fine of ten cents.  
 
Art 8th No person shall be eligible to the office of President who shall not have  
attained the age of sixteen years. 
 
Art 9th Any member of this Society who shall refususe to pay his fine for one  
month and shall not be exonerated by a two third vote of all members present, shall have  
his name stricken from the roll, and be dismissed from Society. 
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Consti tu t ion 
 

Art 10th No person shall become a member of this society who is not a member of  
Marshall College, and this shall embrace all who are at present or may have been within  
two years. 
 
Art 11th No student shall be a member of this society who shall have been expelled  
from this institution. 

 
 
 

Consti tu t ion 
 

Consti tu t ion 
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Marshall College  Jan 18th A D 1861 
 

The Society was called to order by the President.  The roll being called; the exercises of 
the evening were opened authorized[?] by prof D. W Thrush.  The minutes of the last 
meeting were then read and adopted.  The officers elected under the Constitution were 
then installed, Pres. D. W. Thrush, Vice Pres D. H Johnston, Recording Sec G. S Laidley, 
Treas J. A. Stewart, Cor Sec S. E. Buffington, Marshal E. S. Holderby.  On motion the 
Constitution and By-Laws were read by the Sec. before Society. 
On motion W. S. Laidley, John Pollard, John Herndon, A. G. Ricketts & C. W Burks 
were proposed as active members.  The orators of the evening were then called upon who 
performed their duty in a satisfactory manner 
        John W. Johnston 
        Joseph S. Stewart    Orators 
        L. G. Ricketts 
 
Essayists being next in order. The following gentlemen read before Sociey in a creditable 
manner      W. H. Kyle 
        B. B. Burks45  Essayists 
        G. S. Laidley46 
The following question was then discussed, viz: 
Is intemperance a greater evil than war.  Which was decided in the negative. 
                Aff 
        D. G. Johnston 
        W. H. Stewart 
        S. E. Buffington 
         Neg  Debaters 
        J. F. Stuart 
        N. B. Johnston 
        Thos Harden 
There bei9ng no further business on motion Society adjourned 
 
  G. S. Laidley, Sec.    D. W. Thrush, Pres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
45 This was probably Bluford B. Burks, age 16 in 1860, son of Luther Burks. Lewis H. Burks, Bluford’s 
older brother and brother Charles also attended Marshall during this period. (1860 Cabell Census) B. B. 
was a Corp. in Co. D, 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA during the Civil War. 
46 This is George S. Laidley, age 19 in 1860, son of John Laidley one of the Marshall trustees and Mary 
Hite Laidley (1860 Cabell Census) 
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Minu te s , D i a gno th i a n Soc ie ty  

Jan. 24th 1861 
 

Society met and was called to order by the President.  After the calling of the roll, the 
proceedings were opened by prayer, Prof. D. W. Thrush. 
The minutes of the last meeting were then adopted.  Committee on essays reported and 
were discharged.  Committee appointed to procure a minute book reported success, and 
were discharged the commitee consisted of D. A. Johnston, W. S. Laidley and J. F. 
Stewart.   On motion the names of T W Flowers47 D I Smith48 and W. O Wright49 were 
proposed as active members of Society.  The names of John Laidley, M. R. Jenkins, Gov. 
Letcher, Rev Mr McMillen, Rev John Johnson, Hon J. C. Breckinridge, Hon G. W. 
Summers, Hon Abraham Lincoln, Hon H. Hamlin were then proposed as honorary 
members. 
The chair then nominated W. S. Laidley John Pollard and John Thornton committee on 
essays.  Readers J A. Johnston, Thomas Harden, J. F. Stewart.  Orators H N[?] Stewart, 
James H Stewart, henry harden. 
The following question was then discussed, Is art more pleasing to the eye than Nature.  
Which being discussed at some length, was decided in the Neg.  Declarers, W. S. 
Laidley, B. B. Burks, W. H. Kyle, Aff. 
John Thornton, C. W. Burks50 and B. B. Burks, Neg.  
There being no further business on motion adjourned. 

D. W. Thrush, Pres. 
G. S. Laidley, Sec. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
47 This is most likely Thaddeus W. Flowers, age 19 in 1860, son of Alfred Flowers and Sarah. (1860 
Census Cabell County.) When the Civil War started, Thaddeus joined Co. E (the Border Rangers) of the 8th 
Virginia Cavalry, CSA, along with several other Marshall students. He was captured in 1862 and was a 
POW at Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio.(Dickinson, 8th Virginia Cavalry.) 
48 This is probably Dudley Irwin Smith, age 18 in 1860, son of Dudley D. Smith, a Cabell County merchant 
(1860 Cabell County.) D. I. was sheriff of Cabell County in the 1870’s, at the same time that L. C. 
“Cooney” Ricketts was prosecuting attorney. 
49 The only W. Wright in either 1860 Census of Cabell or Wayne Counties was William O., 23 years old in 
1860, son of Edward Wright, a Cabell County farmer. 
50 This is Charles W. Burks, age 18 in 1860, son of Luther Burks, and brother to Bluford (B.B.) 
(1860 Cabell County census) 
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Minu te s o f D i a gno th i a n Soc ie ty  
Feb 1st 1861 

 
Society met and was called to order by the President.  Calling of roll, prayer by Prof 
Thrush.  Minutes of the last meeting read and adopted.  On motion a tax of five cents was 
levied on each member for necessary expenditures.  The chair then announced the 
election of officers on the next night.  Whereupon, the following persons were nominated 
as candidates of the several offices to be voted for at the said election. 
 
       Pres.  D. W. Thrush 
 
        W. S. Laidley 
       Vice John Pollard 
        Thomas Hardin 
 
        G. S. Laidley 
           Rec. Sec A. G. Ricketts 
        C. W. Burks 
 
        B. B. Burks 
           Cor. Sec D. A. Johnston 
        E. S. Holderby 
 
        John Thornton 
       Treas W. H. Stuart 
        J. A. Stuart 
 
        L. C. Ricketts 
            Marshall J. T. Stuart 
        W. H. Kyle 
On motion T. W. Flowers, D. I. Smith & W. O. Wright were elected active members, and 
John Laidley Esq, Gov. Letcher, Rev. Mr. McMillen, Rev. Mr. Johnston, Hon Mr. 
Jenkins51 were elected as honorary members.  Readers, W. S. Laidley, S. E. Buffington, 
and John Thornton, Orators L. C. Ricketts, C. W. Burks, Joseph Stuart.  Debaters, D. A. 
Johnston, J. T, Stuart, G. S. Laidley, A. G. Ricketts, T. Harden, J. T. Stuart, -----[?] 
Johnston Laidly Ricketts Aff.  And Y T.[?] Stuart, T Hardin and W W Stuart Neg.  
Question: Is printing more useful than narration.  Decided in affirm.   
On motion adjourned. 
                      G. S. Laidley, Sec.                                      D.W. Thrush, Pres. 

 
                                                             
51 This was Albert Gallatin Jenkins, who had attended Marshall Academy earlier, and at this time was the 
representative to the US Congress of the district containing Cabell County.  At the start of the Civil War he 
commanded the Border Rangers, a company of the 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA, in which several of these 
students served. 
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Minu te s o f D i a gno th i a n Soc ie ty  
 

Feb 9th 1861 
Regular meeting of Society.  The President in the chair roll called, prayer by Prof Thrush.  
Minutes of last meeting read and adopted.  Committee on criticisms reported, report 
received.  Committee on revision of minutes asked to be continued, agreed, on motion 
Henry Stannard was elected an active member. On motion the Hon. Mr. Moore was 
nominated as an Hon. member. Com. On essays D A Johnston, T J Hardin, L. C Ricketts, 
C. W Burks excused from class.  Essayists B B Burks, W S Laidley, J F Stuart.  Orators 
John W Johnston, Henry Hardin John Thornton.  Debate was then entered into, by the 
following persons Aff D A Johnston G S Laidley, A G Ricketts.  Neg,. J F. Steuart, W W 
Stewart J A Stewart.  After which the election of officers was entered into which resulted 
in the election of the following persons 
 
       Pres D W Thrush 
       Vice W S Laidley 
       Rec Sec A G Ricketts 
       Treas John Thornton 
       Cor Sec D A Johnston 
       Marshall J F Stuart 
No further business.  On motion Society adj. 
 

D. W. Thrush, Pres 
G S Laidley, Sec 
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Minu te s o f D i a gno th i a n Soc ie ty  
 

Feb 15th 1861 
Society met and called to order by the Pres.  Roll called.  Prayer, Prof Thrush.  Minutes 
of the last meeting read and adopted, Committee on essays being called upon reported 
and were discharged. The installation of officers was then entered into.  Hon. G. T Moore 
was then elected an honorary member of this Society. Committee on essays then 
appointed, which consisted of the following persons T W Flowers  D A Johnston L. C. 
Ricketts.  Essayists of the evening T. J Hardin B B Buirks, J. F. Stuart.  Orators W W 
Kyle, L C Ricketts.  The debate was then entered into, in the following question, Were 
our forefathers justifiable in expelling the aborigines.  The question being ably discussed 
was decided in the Neg.  Affirm debaters, John Thornton, D W Burks, B B Burks S E 
Buffington, Aff. W. S. Laidley John Pollard James H Steuart.  The chair then appointed 
the following class for next evening.  Essayists W S Laidley, C W burks, A G Ricketts.  
Orators John Pollard, John Thornton, S E Buffington.  Debaters Aff. G S Laidley T W 
Flowers L. C. Ricketts & W W Kyle.  Neg D A Johnston D I Smith T F Harden B B 
Burks.  Question for discussion is fire more useful than water.  No further business on 
motion adjourned. 

D. W. Thrush, Pres 
G S Laidley, Sec 
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    Feb 22nd 1861 
 

The society met, and was called to order by the Pres, and was opened by prayer.  The 
minutes were read and adopted.  Members absent, D. I. Smith and T. W. Flowers.  The 
committee to revise the minutes reported and were discharged. 
On motion of W. S. Laidley, the constitution was read and adopted.  A. G. Ricketts, J. C. 
Pollard & C. W. Hardin were excused for non-performance.  G. S. Laidley, D. A. 
Johnson & E. S. Holderby were appointed critics on essays and orations.  The performers 
were: 
 Essayist      Orators 
W. C. Hardin      W. W. Stewart 
T. J. Hardin52      J. W. Johnson 
Jos. Stewart      J. Wm Ward53 
        Henry Morris54 
Judges of debate- A. G. Ricketts, J. A. Stewart, N. H. Kyle D. I. Smith & T. W. Flowers.  
Question for debate “Is fire more useful than water” The performers were: 
 Affirmative     Negative 
G. S. Laidley      D. A. Johnston 
T. W. Flowers      D. I. Smith 
L. C. Ricketts      T. J. Hardin 
W. W. Kyle      B. B. Burks 

Decided in favor of the negative. 
John C. Pollard and C. W. Burks were exonerated from fines.  E. S. Holderby was fined 5 
cts for absence.  G. S. Laidley was nominated and elected for Librarian.   
On motion of Jas A Stuart Society adjourned 
 
        D. W. Thursh, Pres 
        A. G. Ricketts Rec. Sec. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                             
52  This was most likely Thomas J. Harden, age 19 in 1860, son of John Harden, a riverboat pilot. (1860 
Census Cabell County.)  He was a Pvt. in Co D, 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA during Civil War. 
53 This may have been the William Ward that was the 12 year old son of the widow Adaline Ward in the 
1860 census of Cabell County. 
54 This was the Henry Morris who was age 16 in 1860, the son of Eaton Morris, a Cabell County farmer. 
(1860 census of Cabell County.) He was a Pvt. in Co D, 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA during Civil War. 
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    March 1, 1861 

 
The society met and was opened by prayer by the President.  Minutes were read adopted.  
D. I. Smith, T. W. Flowers, C. N. Burks were appointed critics.  The orators and essayist 
performed. Question for debate: “Does poetry afford more pleasure than history 
The performers were: 
 
 Affirmative     Negative 
N. S. Laidley      J. C. Thornton 
J. C. Pollard      E. S. Holderby 
W. W. Stewart      C. N. Burks 
S. E. Buffington     L. C. Ricketts 
 
The question was decided in favor of Neg. by 3 to 2 
 
  Society adjourned 

D. W. Thrush, Pres. 
A. G. Ricketts, Rec S 
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March 15th 1861. 
 

Society was called to order and opened with prayer by Prof D. W. Thrush.  Minutes read 
and adopted.  The installation of officers was then duly attended to and J. C. Thornton 
was formally conducted to the chair.  The treasurers report was received and the funds 
handed to J. C. Pollard. 
A committee of critics was appointed consisting of D.A. Johnson, G. S. Laidley & A. G. 
Ricketts. 
B. B. Burks was exonerated from fine for non-performance.  The performers went 
through with their exercises in a satisfactory manner, the debate was discussed to some 
extent and decided in the negative by 2 to 1.  The Resolution for an adjournment of 
Society for two weeks was lost, but adjourned to meet the following Friday.  
 

Pres. J. C. Thornton 
R.Sec. C. N. Burks 

 
“D i a gno th i a n Ha l l ”  

March 22nd, 1861. 
 

The Society was called to order by the V. C. “E. S. Holderby.”  Roll called and the absent 
members were, L. C. Ricketts, J. C. Pollard, W. W. Stuart, J. C. Thornton, T. W. Flowers, 
D. I. Smith, G. S. Laidley, N. Kyle, D. A. Johnson, J. Johnson, L. Johnson, W. Ewing, W. 
Ward, J. A. Stewart, N. W.Johnson, D. W. Thrush.  The minutes of last meeting could not 
be found and were ordered to be read by next meeting. 
The oraters were C. E. Hardin, The essayist were E. S. Holderby & H. Stanard.  All 
further business was ordered to be continued until next night.  All absentees are fined 5 
cts by order of V. C.  On motion of W. S. Laidley the society adjourned.  
 

E. S. Holderby, Vice Pres 
C. N. Burks, Rec. Sec. 
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    March 29th 1861. 
 

Society was called to order; minutes read and adopted.  Roll called and members absent 
were S. E. Buffington, J. A. Stewart, N. Kyle, L. C. Ricketts, John N. Johnson, Jas. Ward, 
N. Ewing, A. G. Ricketts, D. I. Smith & T. N. Harris[?].  Members fined. N. Kyle & D. 
A. Johnson, L. H. Burks, T. W. Thornburg & Julius W. McCullough55 were nominated 
for active members. The minutes of March the 15th were read and adopted.  The report of 
the treasurer was read. Committee on criticism reported & then discharged.  Critics for 
the evening N. S. Laidley, C. W. Burks and T. J. Hardin.  The performers were: 
 
 Orators      Essayist 
H. H. Stewart      A. G. Ricketts 
C.H. Hardin      E. S. Holderby 
L. G. Ricketts      W. S. Ewing 
John [?] Johnston     H Stanard, & J. Pollard 
 
Question for debate: “Is female association advisable to student.” 
 
 Affirmative     Negative 
N. S. laidley      D. A. Johnson 
B. B. Burks      C. M. Burks 
J. A. Stuart      S. E. Buffington 
Jos Stuart      C. H. Hardin 
 Judges- John Pollard, G. S. Laidley & T. J. Hardin 
 
 Decided in favor of Neg by 2 to 1.  The nomination of officers was attended to.  
Ordered that the following evening[?] by public.  On motion of C. N. Burks the house 
adjourned. 

J. C. Thornton, Pres 
C. N. Burks, Sec.56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
55 This appears to have been Julius W. McCullough, 16 year old son of Patrick and Rachel McCullough in 
the 1860 Cabell County Census. 
56 This was Charles N. Burks, brother to B.B (Bluford) Burks.  See footnote 45. 
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    April 5th 1861. 

 
Society was called to order and opened with prayer by D. W. Thursh.  Roll called, 
minutes read and adopted.  On motion of H. H. Stuart the time of meeting is changed 
from 6 ½ to 3 p.m.  On motion of D. W. Thrusha committee was appointed consisting of 
D. W. Thrush, D. A. Johnson & G. S. Laidley to regulate a by-law concerning the time of 
meeting.   
D. W. Thrush, N. Ward, John & L. Johnson were excused for absence.  Members fined 
were S. E. Buffington, T. J. Hardin, & B. B. Burks.   
L. A. Burks57, John Thornburg58 & Julius W. McCullough were elected as active 
members. 
W. S. Laidley, J. C. Pollard & W. W. Stuart were appointed critics for the evening.  Thos. 
Hardin and B. B. Burks were fined five cents for non-performance.   
The election of officers resulted as follows, viz: 
 
 For President --- D. W. Thrush 
  “ Vice President  --- E. S. Holderby 
  “ Recording Sec.  --- H. H. Stuart 
  “ Corres. Sec. --- A. G. Ricketts 
  “ Treasurer --- Jas. A. Stewart 
  “ Librarian --- Jo. Stuart 
  “ Marshall --- T. J. Hardin 
 
The performers were: 
 Orators     Essayist 
G. S. Laidley     W. S. Laidley 
Jas. Stuart     D. A. Johnson 
C. N. Hardin     N. H. Kyle 
S. E. Buffington    L. C. Ricketts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
57 This is Lewis H. Burks, brother to Bluford and Charles, son of Luther Burks, and one of the children 
missing from the 1860 census of Cabell County. 
58 There were several John Thornburgs in Cabell County in 1860, but this is most likely the John 
Thornburg, 16 year old son of Thomas Thornburg, the Barboursville merchant in the 1860 census of Cabell 
County.  John was a soldier in Co. E, (Border Rangers) 8th Virginia Cavalry, CSA during Civil War. 
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Minutes Continued, April 5th 1861 
 

Debators 
 Affirmative      Negative 
C. N.Burks       T. S. Hardin 
Jas A. Stewart       H. H. Stewart 
T. W. Johnson       G. S. Holderby 
A. G. Ricketts       B. B. Burks 

Question. 
Does Washington deserve more praise than Columbus. 
 

Judges 
B. S. Laidley, S. E. Buffington, N. H. Kyle. 
On motion of Jas A. Stewart the house adjourned. 

J. C. Thornton, Pres 
C. N. Burks, Sec. 
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    April 12th 1861. 
 

Society was called to order and opened with by Pres. Prof. D. W. Thrush.  Roll called. 
Members absent were, D. A. Johnson, A. G. Ricketts, N. H. Kyle, N. B. Johnson, D. I. 
Smith, T. W. Flowers, L. C. Ricketts, W. Ward, John Johnston, S. Johnson.  Minutes read 
and adopted.  The committee appointed to inform members of their election reported and 
were discharged.  The committee appointed to draft resolution concerning the time of 
meeting, reported and the resolutions were adopted.  Installation of officers.  The 
President was duly conducted to the chair and the remaining officers were respectively 
installed.  On motion of D. W. Thrush, a vote of thanks be tendered to the retiring 
President.  On motion of D. W. Thursh, that members being absent on account of the time 
being changed; be exonerated from fine.  The appointed critics reported and discharged.  
The following members were appointed to revise & record the minutes up to the present,  
W. S. Laidley, D. A. Johnson, C. N. Burks, A. G. Ricketts, W. H. Stewart.   
Ordered that the performance be continued till next even[ing.] 
On motion of T. A. Stewart, society adjourned. 

D. W. Thrush, Pres 
W. H. Stewart, Sec. 
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    April 19th 1861. 
 

The Society was called to order. 
Roll called: members absent were: D. I. Smith, T. W. Flowers, A. B. Johnson. 
Minutes read and adopted. 
W. W. Walton, C. W. Hall, Hon. W. Stewart, G. L. Summers, Fred Johnson59 & Geo. 
Ricketts60 were nominated as active members. 
Critics on orations: D. A. Johnson, W. W. Stewart & T. J.Hardin.  The essayist were D. 
A. Johnson & N. H. Kyle. 
Orators: G. S. Laidley, Jos Stewart, C. E. Hardin61, S. E. Buffington.  The debate being 
ably discussed was decided in the affirmative by 3 to 1.  Question for following eve: 
Is there more happiness in the savage than in the civilized state. 
 

Debaters are: 
 Affirmate       Negative 
D. A. Johnson       G. S. Laidley 
T. W. Flowers       D. I. Smith 
Jos S. Stewart       W. C. Hardin 
L. C. Ricketts       N. Kyle 
 

Judges 
A. G. Ricketts, W. W. Stewart & John W. Johnson 

 
 Essayist       Orators 
E. S. Buffington      T. J. Hardin 
W. W. Stewart       Lemuel[?] Johnson 
A. G. Ricketts       John W. Johnson 
Julius W. McfCullough     C. E. Hardin 
N. B. Johnson. 

Reviewer: D. W. Thrush 
On motion of Jas. A. Stewart Society adjr. 

D. W. Thrush Pres 
W. W. Stewart, Sec. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
59 This was most likely Frederick Johnson, 11 year old son of William L. Johnson and wife Sarah, in the 
1860 census of Cabell County.   
60  This was George Henry Ricketts, brother to Albert G. “Gallie” and Lucien C. “Cooney” Ricketts, and 
son of Dr. Girard C. Ricketts, who deceased in March of 1859.  George was 12 years old in the 1860 census 
of Cabell County. 
61 This was Creed Harden, 13 years old in 1860, and brother to Thomas J., sons of John Harden the 
riverboat pilot in the 1860 census of Cabell County. 
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Vol. I                                Friday April the 25th 1879                                    No. I 
 
It is with deep interest that I attempt to bring this paper before the public.  Its 
object is not for the learned but for the unlearned.  We get the daily bread of 
our literary life from the news papers, and it is the duty of every one to 
patronize one or more news papers.  If people have not had the opportunity of 
educating themselves in youth, and have lost that information which the 
cultured man posess, it is his essential duty to inform himself of the public 
issues of the day if no more.  We have men of the present generation, who 
knows more of the general news of the day, than some of our (collegiates.)62  
The reason of this is, that those men who are well informed; who keeps 
themselves posted, are those who are continually perusing the leading journals 
of the day.  Every man who wish to know something of practical life; if he 
wishes to know something of the world; he should take and read annually daily 
some good paper.  The object of this paper has in view not only to give the 
general news of the day but to discuss subjects that will have some relation to 
the improvement of the age.  The subscription is less than any other paper that 
is published63 with reference to advantages; and we hope that all who have the 
opportunity to peruse the columns of this issue will verify this fact.  With these 
brief suggestions we submit our paper to the public, hoping that it will be of 
use to the community. 

 
         The Editor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
62 This word was enclosed with parenthesis in soft pencil. 
63 It is unknown if this was a tongue-in-cheek comment for a free publication, or if there truly was a 
subscription fee. 
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1st                                                April the 25th 1879 
 

Man’s Conscience 
It is said by some, and indeed I believe, that all persons acknowledge that 
when a man does some things he ought not to do that he feels mean about it.  
Now why should he feel mean?  Is man totally depraved?  Has he no moral 
excellencies of his own nature? Is he entirely beyond the reach of all things 
that pertain to a better life?  We think not.  No man exists but what has in him 
a longing after something better.  The savage hopes to be at rest in the happy 
hunting ground.  Some of the people of ancients times had beautiful temples 
erected to their several gods, and besides all these they had one to the 
“unknown God”  Why was this?  Because the little monitor within was not 
satisfied.  It wanted something better, and so it is man is ever reaching after 
something higher, unless his conscience has been smothered, and it has ceased 
to warn him when he does anything mean.  Man may so misuse and abuse his 
conscience that it finally ceases to warn them, not exactly ceases but they 
cease to heed its “counsel.”  They may, by doing the same thing repeatedly, 
lose all respect for the warning of the little monitor.  Le me warn you my 
friends to be careful how you deal with a man who does not obey the warning 
of his better nature.  That man is ripe for any kind of low degrading, debasing, 
infamous conduct.  Your name, your property, your life is in danger when you 
are associated with such a man.  By cultivation and strict   
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obedience to the warnings of our better nature we may we may become men 
to be trusted, to be respected, to be associates of the great and good men of 
our land. 
        Lambaster. 

-----0----- 
 

“Difficulties.” 
 

Every human being dreads difficulties.  Man will shun them whenever it is 
possible for him to do so.  This is right.  For there is no other terrestrial power 
that can make a man stoop so low or feel as great pain as difficulties. Some 
times, indeed, he feels like calling upon God to relieve him of his load.  But 
real difficulties are fewer than the most of us suppose.  Some of us magnify 
our difficulties to a very great degree.  We let little trials make us despondent 
and discouraged.  If we would closely examine all our difficulties we would 
find that we could bear them much easier than we do; and that they are not 
near so grave as they seem to be.  When I hear people fretting over little 
difficulties of life, I think of the fable of the old man and Death.  The old man 
was trudging along with a very heavy load upon his back and becoming tired 
and discouraged with his lot, he threw down his load and exclaimed O death 
relieve me of my load.  About this time the distinguished personage of death 
put in his appearance.  The old man immediately seized his load and said he 
must be off.  When interrogated by death, he was heard to exclaim “O can’t 
you take a joke.” And the old man moved on.  An so it is with all of us, we 
magnify our trials until they seem much greater than they are. 
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It is true life is one vast hill up which every man is forced to climb.  But 
Charles Dickens speaks the truth when he says that “the hill has not yet lifted 
its face to heaven that perseverance will not gain the summit of it at last.” 
Then it is the duty of man to persevere and to observe all his difficulties 
closely and mourn over none but real ones. 

 
         Zero. 

 
-----0----- 

 
(3) Every man is the architect of his own fortune.  For a proof of this fact, we 
have but to turn to the annals of history. The worlds history is full of 
examples to prove how much truth there is in this assertion.  There is not a 
name recorded worthy of note that has not been placed there by the personal 
efforts of some one.  Of the great works that have been accomplished, we 
have many, but history does not record one that has ever been accomplished 
without the untireing efforts of some architect. We need[?] no example to 
prove this; first a deed done, and act completed a work finished worthy of 
praise and you will find an untireing architect whose life has been spent in 
casting[?] for himself a fortune.  He may have laid the foundation in poverty 
and seclusion, but by his untiring efforts its dome has been raised until it 
stands an enduring monument for its builder. Some suppose that destiny is 
the only artificer, and that he rears fortune for his favorites and none other; 
that he predestines certain ones to do certain works; and hath put the material 
in their hands, and they had nothing to do but mould it in the propper form.  
We have simply to follow out the great persons who have    
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lived to prove that this is a fallacy. If we would follow the architect from the 
time he begins preparation, instead of from the time he begins to be famous 
we would say that man is governed by his own self and not by any superior 
personage.  If we should follow him from the beginning and see him toiling 
while others slept.  If we could have seen him surmounting obstacles that 
intervened between him and his object while others were regaling 
themselves; and lastly when we had seen him accomplish that for which he 
was toiling; and accomplishing even greater things than he had anticipated he 
would no longer call it predestination, but the result of diligence, 
perseverance and energy.  Then if we do not do something worthy of 
ourselves, if we do not accomplish that for which we are fitted it is our own 
fault.  All the predestination that men posess is within themselves. it is for 
them to say as for whither they will pluck the fruit that hangs ripening for 
them; or, they will leave it to some less worthy person, who may posess a 
little more of that perseverance upon which all human fortunes are built.  
        Nihilum. 
 

-----0----- 
 

Humorous. 
Weather sign. 

 
If the pear trees blossom before the 20th of Mch. and you notice the cows and 
sheep rubbing against the meeting house door; if the top rail of the fence 
casts two separate shadows, it argues well for the coming wheat crop.  If the 
clouds all move one way in November red headed girls are conspicuous; the 
new year will be prolific of thunder 
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showers & lighting rod peddlers.  If the plum tree grows the most branches 
on the west side; your wife wants a new pair of shoes; saw logs show an 
inclination to roll up hill, the potatoe rot is sure to follow.  If there are warm 
winds in February followed by rain & cattle refuse to lick salt; catnip tea has 
a bitter taste, July will be a cold month; That all.   
N. B. We are not responsible for failures. 

  Levi Starbuck  

-----0----- 
 

Poetical 
From Mr Levi Starbuck. 

Our Boys in rhyme. 
The president the foremost man you see, 
Keever of course his name must be. 
The next with equal talents endowed, 
Stand Harrold in our ready crowd 
Then on we come with cautious pace, 
Till Harper stares us in the face 
The paper with monstrous measures tread 
The brick Gillespie at its head 
Then comes in equal measures slow 
The ready Mentz to make the business go 
Still Behring from his lair doth start 
Altz-rhyme with equal force 
To march us on the goodly course, 
But Hubbord hears our piteous cries 
And to the rescue now he flies. 
But Jenkins come in ready rhyme, 
To join our glorious pantomime 
So now the last in rhyme we see, 
Do Connallee from old Kentucky. 
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Brief Locals 
Friday April the 25, 1879 G. W. & Mentz64 Editors 

Brief Locals 
1 Subscribe for the Gazette. 

 
-----0----- 

 
2 Spring fever is very popular. 

 
-----0----- 

3 The calf case is yet to be solved. 
 

4 The showing of liberty by the Marshall College boys produced a 
grand sensation, by rising the red shirt.—Flag. 

5 Corder & Aultz carved their names on the pillars of undying fame- 
the beach tree back of Marshall. 

----- 
 

There has been a grand addition to the chemical & philosophical 
apparatus of Marshall College.  Prof P--- has construct a telephone 
which works with success. 
 
The time is near at hand with the M. College seniors, for they will 
soon have to mount the rostrum for their sheep skins. 

 

-----0----- 
 

The  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
64 This is James A. Mentz, student from Monroe County, class of 1879.  (Marshall catalog of 1879) 
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The Marshall College Gazette 
Published semimonthly 
At Huntington W.Va. 
Terms of subscription: 
$2.00 per Annum, in advance. 
$2.50 if not paid in three months 
after beginning of the year.  
To clubs of ten or more,  
complying with club terms, 
#1.50 each, in advance, and 
an extra copy free to the 
one who sends the club. 
All communications 
should be addressed 
to the editors, G. I. Gillispie 
 & H. A. Mentz. 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Rates of advertising. 
12 cents per line, with discounts 
as follows: 
10 per cent: dis. on four insertions. 
20 -  -  -  -  - thirteen insertions. 
40 -  -  -  -  - twenty-six or more 
insertions. 
Orders for single insertions 
must be accompanied by 
cash.  For advertisements 
of fifty lines or more, 
a discount of 10 per cent 
is made from the above rates. 
       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editorial.  Assistant editor. 
We now being before 
the public the second 
issue of the Marshall College 
Gazette; and feel that it 
will be welcomed by 
all.  It is a new paper 
borne into the kingdom, 
and will have a great  
deal of opposition to 
contend with, but 
nevertheless we mean 
business, and do not 
intend to feed the 
people on dry husks 
as many of our editors 
do.  Our paper will 
bear to the homes of 
its readers no language 
but what is pure from 
all that is indecent & 
unfit for a family  
circle.  Doubtless many 
children learn all or  
nearly all of their 
vulgar expressions 
by glancing over the 
indecent papers that 
so many of the editors 
place before the 
public.  We hope our 
readers will tell to all 
around what an excellent 
paper they have found. 
 -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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Marshall College Literary Society. 
This society may be compared to the planets of which Keever, the Sun rules as the light  
& smiles in his beauty at the surrounding stars.  It has been somewhat difficult to find the 
moon that revolves in the pathway of this newly discovered planet, but it is thought by 
some of our astronomers, that she passes through the other planets every Friday evening 
at about 8 o’clock & sets 450 S. E. of the North Star.  She is surrounded by many 
twinkling stars that would dazzle in unison in all their splendor with the bright rays of the 
Sun.  

-0- 
 

What it costs to drink. 
“Few men think seriously of what a fearfully expensive thing strong drink is.  When one 
sits down and counts the cash of it he is shocked at the sum total.  The drunkard puts in 
his money, and loses it; his time, and loses it; his character, and loses it; his health, and 
loses it; his self respect, and loses it; his domestic peace, and loses it; his wife’s 
happiness, and loses it; his children’s bread, and loses it; his hope of heaven, and loses it; 
his soul and loses it.  There is nothing else which swallows down so much time, and 
money, and health, as intemperance.  It is the great destroyer which consumes a man’s 
best resources. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



124 
 

 



125 
 

p. [blank] 
 

Marshall College Gazette 
 

Friday, May 9, 1879   No. 2 
 
Every drinking saloon is carried on by a company.  Only one of the partners puts his 
name upon the sign, but there are always two engaged in the business.  One is the devil; 
the other is the man who passes the glass over the counter to his customers.  The latter 
gets all the money, and the former all the souls.  To carry on this infernal business it costs 
the United States untold millions of dollars, while annually it destroys in our land sixty 
thousand souls and bodies. And for what purpose is this fearful expenditure carried on?  
Simply, to support rumsellers, and to produce pauperism, crime, and insanity.  We call 
ourselves a Christian people; and yet we legalize and protect this social destroyer!  It 
sometimes seems to me as if God intended to let drunkness prevail, and sweep away the 
husbands and sons—aye, and in some instances, the wives and daughters—of thousands 
of our best families, till our people, amazed and indignant shall arise in masse and 
demand the utter extinction of this municipal crime.” 
 

-0- 
 

Witticisms. 
--“Jennie, what makes you such a bad girl?” “Well, momma, god sent you just the best 
children he could find, and if they don’t suit you, I can’t help it!” 
 
--Pat: “What is the fare to Putnam? 
Agent: “Putnam, Mass., or Putnam, Conn.?” 
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Pat: “What is the fare?” 
Agent: “$5 to Putnam, Mass., and $8 to Putnam, Conn.” 
Pat: “Well, bedad, I’ll take the cheapest.” 
 
Why is a silk-worm hot biscuit like a hot biscuit silkworm? 
Ans. Because it makes the butter-fly. 
 
“An old Negro cook says:” “Sass is powerful good in everything but children.  Dey need 
some oder kind of dressin.” 
 
“A baby, according to the French, is an angel, whose wings decrease as its legs 
lengthen.” 
 
“To hit a sleepy worshipper on the head with a contribution box is merely a bump of 
benevolence.” 
 
“Theology gets a little mixed up in the youthful mind.” “Who made you?” asked a 
teacher of a little girl.  She answered, “God made me that length,” putting her hands 
about twelve inches apart, and I growed the rest myself.” 
 
“Mamma, where do the cows get the milk?” asked Willie, looking up from the foaming 
pan of milk which he had been intently regarding.  “Where do you get your tears?” was 
the answer.  After a thoughtful silence he again broke out: “Momma, do the cows have to 
be spanked?” 
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“A little boy, who went to church, was told to remember the text, which was: “Why stand 
ye here all the day idle?  Go into my vineyard and work, and whatsoever is right, that I 
will pay thee.”  Johnny came home, and was asked to repeat the text.  He thought it over 
for a while, and then cried out: “What do you stand round here doing nuffin’ for?  Go 
into my barn-yard and go to work; and I’ll make it all right with you.” 
 
“Does your sister Annie ever say anything about me, Sissy?”  asked an anxious lover of a 
little girl.  “Yes,” was the reply; she said if you had rockers on your shoes they’d make a 
nice cradle for my doll.” 
 
“A kiss without a mustache is like an egg without salt.” 
 
It is said, that a young man once asked a young lady if she would marry him, when she 
blushing, replyed, you scar me!  After some time, she exclaimed, scare me again. 
 
Why is esq, after a man’s name, like a pig’s tail?  Because it’s more for an ornament than 
any thing else. 
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President, S. F. Keever’s 
opinion of public life. 
It seems to be the desire of the majority of men to live a public life.  That is to hold some 
office of trust under our government.  They not only desire it but they seek it.  Take every 
office from a common school trustee to the Pres. Of the U. S. and there are from ten to 
one thousand persons who are seeking it.  It seems to make very little difference whether 
the office pays anything or not, if the office seeker can only secure it he is satisfied.  Now 
the question arises why do they seek it?  It seems to the writer that they do not have the 
true conception of a happy life.  They think that, “Greatness in distinction lies.”  Now 
there is no more vexatious vocation in life than the one of the politician.  He is bound to 
associate with the most unpleasant class of men on earth.  He is bound65 to practice deceit 
and deception to perfection.  He is unable to maintain any independence.  His mind is 
never at ease.  Every little imperfection that he is so unfortunate, as to possess is 
published to the world.  His character is misrepresented.  His honesty is questioned and it 
seems to the writer than his very soul must be so vexed that he should be a fit subject for 
any heineous act that would rid him of his persecutors.  These are undeniable facts.  Then 
let    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
65 This word appears to have originally been “found” and was overwritten to be “bound.” 
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us in our voyage through life steer clear of the meshes of the office seeker, and take upon 
us the duties of some honest vocation.  For in this way we can secure more happiness on 
earth than if we sat in the Congress of the U. S. with the accusation resting upon us of 
having obtained our position by fraud.                   “Zero.” 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

Picnic. 
The students of Marshall College are anticipating a good time to morrow.  They will meet 
with their teachers at Johnson’s Grove, where turkey and cake will vanish away as the 
morning dew. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

The Literary Society of Marshall College was greatly honored on last Friday night by the 
presence of quite a number of ladies.   
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

Notice. 
If you are a man of business, weakened by the strain of your duties avoid stimulants and 
take 

Dr. Gillispie’s Whiskey Bitters. 
Have you dyspepsia? Buy Dr. Gillispie’s Whiskey Bitters.  It may save your life.  If you 
are a man of letters, toiling over your midnight work, to restore brain & nerve waste, take 
Dr. Gillispie’s Whiskey Bitters. 

Price 25 cts per bottle. 
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- - - - - - - - 
Agents Wanted? 

- - - - - - - - 
Agents wanted for Hurbard’s new pattened lamp shade.  Price 5 cts each or 50 cts per 
doz. 

Address T. H. B. Hubbard 
Powel’s Hall  Huntington W.Va. 
 
 

- - - - - - - - 
Agents, strike while the iron is hot.  Send for a sample of Prof. A. L. Purintan’s new 
pattened telephone.  Price $1.  For particulars address room 31 Marshall College 
Building. 
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Friday May 22, 1879                      

                     The 
Marshall College Gazette 
Published semi monthly 
subscription to Gazette $2.00[?] 
per anum.  $1.00 six months 
$0.75 for four months.  All 
payable in advance 
          Club rates 
Since this paper has changed 
hands, you will notice that 
T. S. Harper has taken the 
place of G. I. Gillespie. 
The publishers desiring to  
extend the already rapidly 
increasing circulation, have 
concluded to adopt the popular 
method of securing subscribers 
namely that of offering pictures[?] 
to subscribers.  In doin this the 
publishers feel that they are 
running a great risk yet hoping 
for a greater number of subsc- 
ribers they feel confident that 
they are safe in making this un- 
paralleled offer.  We offer to every 
subscriber to our paper, at $2.00 
a fine oil painting (16x24) representing 
the red penon which the heroine 
Conellee planted upon the heights 
Of Marshall College.  This picture 
which represents a scene in which 
everyone ought to feel the depest interest 
and is of itself well worth the sub-  
 
       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
 

 
 
 
 

scription price of the paper.  Or if preferred 
we will give a steel engraving (14x16) 
representing the fated calf.  The  
mystery connected with the fate of  
this calf is calculated to make the 
picture a most interesting one and 
well worth double the price of the price of 
the paper. 
Inducements to getters up of clubs 
To everyone who gets us a club of  
---[?] we will send a bust[?] of the 
honorable secretary of the M.C.L.S. 
in one of his striding attitudes that  
is with his left foot in the act of 
performing a splendid gyration around 
his other foot.  While his lips are parted 
as though he was just closing up a favorite 
tune of his, “Susan Lick the Ladle.” 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
All orders must be accompanied 
by the cash.  We will not be respon- 
sible for money unless sent by post- 
office order or by registered letter. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
All communications business or other- 
wise must be addressed to. J. S. Mentz 
Proprietor of MCG.  P. Hall, No.—03 
Third Avenue, Huntington, Cabell 
Co. W.Va. Or T. S. Harper Room  
No. 3, M.C.  Third Avenue Huntington 
Cabell Co. W.Va. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Advertising 

We shall devote 17 columns to advertising 
Our rates will be no more than any other 
first class paper. 
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It is with pain that we have to announce to our many readers at whose homes the Gazette 
has been a welcome visitor for many years, that this will be our last issue.  Yet when we 
reflect that we have always done our duty, and our efforts have always been appreciated 
it detracts a great deal from the pain, that might otherwise be felt.  We feel that during the 
whole life of our paper, that it has what it promised.  A paper devoted to the improvement 
of the mind morally and intellectualy, and one that was to keep up with the advancement 
of the age in all that relates to religion science and to politics.  In religion it was non 
sectarian yet it kept up a colume for the religious topics of the day, and it was its aim to 
inculcate in the hearts of its readers, a veneration for religion and a love for morality.  
Our column devoted to science has been the authority for all the scientific discussions of 
the day.  Through this column we have given to our readers the thoughts and discoveries 
of all the scientists of the day.  The success which has attended this department of the 
paper, has surpassed the most sanguine expectations of the publishers.   
In politics, this paper has maintained a true independent character catering to the political 
intriguery[?] of no political party, but working for the interest of the whole country, and 
being independent of every thing, but the interests of the people.  Our other departments 
have been kept up equaly well, and have been as thoroughly appreciated by the people.  
We feel then that in closing our paper that we have done our duty. The venerable 
founders of this paper feel, that in its name, they have reared for themselves a monument, 
which shall stand as a witness of their transcendant genius, long after they have passed 
into the land of spirits.  They feel that the reward that they are to receive for their labor is 
so great that worldly riches will not pay them, but hope to reach their reward in another 
land.   Our part of the work has been very small in comparison with that performed by its 
originators, yet we feel that though we have not performed as much work, we have done 
what our humble capacities would allow us to the best of our ability. 
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Editorial Continued 
If in future th time the Gazette should be resurrected, may its success be as great as it has 
been in the past.  May the next corps of laborers be as faithful as those who in its infancy 
fought for its success.  May its tenor be the same, that has through its past history 
characterized it.  And may the principals which it advocates be as fearlessly defended as 
the principals were for which it lived in the past.  Readers farewell may the blessings of 
life attend you in all your efforts.  You have found out ere this that life is a reality, and 
though success may seem impossible, yet by toil and labor it can be secured.  ---0--- 
 

Marshall College Literary Society 
There is an old proverb which says, that small beginnings make large endings, of bad 
beginnings, make good endings.  We think that it would take both of these proverbs to 
suit the case of the M.C.L.S.  In the first proverb, we get the small beginning, and from 
the second we get the successful ending.  We could not say that in point of number, that 
the ending of this society would puzzle the mind of an average mathematician.  Yet if we 
were to apply the word large to success, we might make our proverb do for the success 
which has attended this society has exceed the expectations of its most enthusiastic 
friends.  In taking the good ending from the second proverb, and the small beginning 
from the first, we have one that would be applicable to our society.  That is a small 
beginning makes a good ending.  The beginning of this society was certainly small, 
almost small enough to discourage the enthusiast who only wanted three[?] in a society.   
Yet its founders looked forward to a brighter day and felt that by persistent labor their 
efforts would not but be crowned with success, and from all appearances it seems that 
their greatest expectations are to be realized.  The successful ending, which our 
predictions affirm, will attend the ending of this society is something that no one of its 
humble friends had thought of.  From a very few members to commence with it has 
increased until quite a number of names have been appended to the constitution, but it is 
not in this respect that it has been most successful, but in the advancement in literary 
attainment which the various members have made under the influence of the                                
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society.  There is not one of the members who have taken part in the exercises, but what 
will affirm, that he has been vastly benefited by being a member of this society.  The 
good feeling which exist and have existed from the beginning is quite an argument in 
favor of its success, for it is very seldom that a society of this kind can last as long as this 
one has, without ill feeling at some time or other arising between its members.  The 
success of this society has is owing partly to the members themselves, but mostly to the 
efficient officers, with which it has been blest, particularily the president & (directors,) 
and the society has certainly appreciated their worth for they have been elected for the 
third term an honor that ----[?] us afraid to try for.  Although the other officers have not 
held their seats as long as the president, it was not because they services were not 
appreciated, but simply from circumstances.  It will not be a great while now until the 
members of this society shall part, perhaps to meet no more on this earth, but if 
circumstances should throw them together in the great ---ey[?] of life, may the same 
kindly feeling which has existed here be exercised wherever they may meet. 

 
- - - - - - - - 

 
Domestic Department. 

How to make cakes 
One cup full of flour.  Two eggs.  One teaspoon full of soda, same of salt, half pint of 
buttermilk, it wants to be about two weeks old, one gill unfermented wine,66  half 
teacupful of sugar, half pound of fresh butter, two pods red pepper, 4[?] common sized 
irish potato, sliced very thin.  Put a small quantity of lemmon slice, and five drops of 
goose grease, and ten pounds of cotton[?].  Stir well for five minutes, put in a vessel and 
parboil them take out and put in a pan and bake slowly, so as not to ignite the cotton, 
until done then put on a plate and set in a window to cool, one that ease of access from a 
portico is preferred and they are ready for use.  The above receipt makes a healthful and 
nutritious food, but is not addapted to catching Correllee67 owing to the over anxiety of 
the cook and others.  Ty[?] flowers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
66 The gill is a unit of measurement for volume equal to a quarter of a pint. 
67 The Marshall College catalogs show that there were two students named Cora L. going to Marshall 
during this period: Cora L. Mathews and Cora L. Trice. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unit_of_measurement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pint
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Casualities 
 

The telephone of which we have heard so much in our paper, ceased to work a few days 
since.  But by an account of the foliage of a sycamore tree that stands near its course[?]. 
Tgt[?] by the persistent efforts of the persons assisted by the celebrated gymnasts 
Gillespie & Snells the obstacles were removed and the inshrinment[?] put in working 
order.  by one. 
 
H. S. T. Conello lost a very valuable lamp chimney, a few days since, by dropping upon 
the floor.  It is a complete wreck loss ten cents. 
 
Quite a little excitement was enacted[?] at the Literary society, the other evening, by an 
unruly lamp.  Some of the ladies seemed to be quite excited over the matter.  We heard of 
one that started for the third story, for safety. 
 

Personals. 
The ---keyed[?] gentleman has our sympathies, although he ought to be thankful that he 
was not more than fifteen minutes behind. 
 
We understand that the exeditor of the Gazette upon the reception of his sheepskin, is to 
leave this life of single blessedness for one of double cussedness.[?]  George get your 
gripsack ready for the tour.   and an extra pint of mucilage for your hair, and one dozen 
bottles of Dr. Booms sciatical penteurial nervies cordial, you’ll need it. 
 
Its embarrassing to give information, when we don’t know how, but more so when, no 
one will listen.  The next time you blow to secure attention.  If you think the girls wont 
talk to you, and you are so anxious to follow out the rules, do so don’t bother the rest of 
suffering humanity, with your melodious voice. 
 
Swinging on the gate is fashionable; but the gentleman from Marshall College should not 
try to add anything to long established customs when he happens to wander around on 
Fourth Avenue.  Be a little more cute next time, or you’ll be caught. 
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If the professor wont allow you to talk to her during the week she is sharp enough to 
know that you would not come all the way from Powels Hall on Saturday to play a game 
of croquet.  PS, that wont do, and when you get a chance put the time in better 
 
The society has lost in Mr. Corder, a firm friend and splendid debater and a great admirer 
of Patric Henry. May he have a successful journey is the wish of the society.  Through 
respect for this gentleman the society has made it a finable offence for any of its members 
to use the name of Patric Henry in any manner, as this gentleman Mr. Corder had to copy 
writ on the name. 
 
We announce with sorrow the departure of Mr. D. J. Jenkins from our society and 
school.68  In the departure of Mr. Jenkins the society has lost a faithful member, and the 
school one of its best students.  In his bereavement Mr. Jenkins has the warmest 
sympathies of the society, and his fellow students. 
 
Seniors of Marshall College are enquiring for cheeks[?], fearing that they have not 
enough to face the music on commencement night.  Our opinion is that if they exercise 
half as much, as they have shown around here for the last eight months  they will have 
sufficient to do the work splendidly.  
 
Quite a little excitement was created on the croquet ground a few weeks ago, which 
resulted in the breaking of a couple of heads, off of so many mallet handles.  Handle 
them easy boys they are public property.  Let us have peace! 
 
We can recommend the ladies of Marshall College for good cake makers, if springiness 
and lightness is all that is required, yet we would advise the fisherman to seek elsewhere 
for bait unless they work better on fish than they do on the average student.  Ty Flowers. 
Subscribe for the Gazette. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
68 Dudley Jefferson Jenkins was the son of Thomas J. Jenkins, a brother to Albert Gallatin Jenkins, another 
Marshall Academy student.  Dudley Jefferson was born in 1861and was 18 years old at this time.  He is 
listed as a junior in the class of 1879. His bereavement was for the death of his sister, Laura, who died May 
11, 1879 and is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery, Huntington. 
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Scientific. 
 

We are happy to announce to our readers that the doubt69 [several words scratched out] 
which was expressed in our last issue relating to the moon of the system which the senior 
editor so graphicaly described in our paper, has been settled.  The doubt was owing to a 
sudden revolution that had taken place in the system just before we went to press.  It was 
supposed for some time that the planet Corder70 would set as a satellite for our grand 
luminary. Then Harper71 appeared above the horizon, but he very quickly enliminated[?] 
when five to three said that the planet Gillespie72 was the satellite[?]  that the astronomers 
decided should follow the sun in his mighty orbit.  This planet is a luminous body, and 
can be seen to best advantage on Friday evenings about half past seven or eight oclock, 
immediately south of the sun Keever73, from which planet he often receives bright 
scintillations of light.  
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
Although we object to the female, as a professional personage we do not object to her 
trying her hand in the scientific field occasionaly provided she has sufficient continuity to 
give an experiment more than one trial. The last experiment that we take note of is one 
made by one of the tender sex.  It is to administer justice to the pilferer by blowing up.  
She prepared to do this by concealing in some dough made in the form of a biscuit, a 
quantity of gun cotton, sufficient to blow the head of of an average sized elephant and 
placing where it is supposed that some one who is in the habit of browsing where folk are 
not at home will find it. The theory is that the percussion of the teeth will   off the cotton.  
This experiment failed the other day for want of a victim.  It is supposed that the inventor 
and others concerned were to anxious. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

Animatics[?] 
 

Benjamin married sin he was she was benefited and he was animated.  
“Don’t show my letters” wrote a young man to a young lady, whom he adored.  Don’t be 
afraid was the reply.  I am just as much afraid of them as you are. 
 
 
 
                                                             
69 Following were the words: “relating to the moon” which were scratched out. 
70 This was probably Edward Corder, student from Roane County, junior class of 1879. (Marshall catalog 
for 1879.) 
71 This was probably Thomas S. Harper, student from Mason County, class of 1879. (Marshall catalog for 
1880) 
72 This was probably George I. Gillespie, student from Kanawha County, class of 1879. (Marshall catalog 
for 1880.) 
73 This was probably L. Francis Keever, student from Wood County, class of 1879. (MC catalog for 1880.) 
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A correspondent wants to know the definition of “dealer” and whether it means any 
person who sells goods.  No it doesn’t.  The dealer is the one who shuffles the cards turns 
pack[?] and plays it alone. 
 
His wife caught him with his arm around the hired girls neck, but his courage even in this 
trying certainity[?], did not forsake him.  I have suspected someone of stealing the 
whisky on he preserves Jane for some time and you know that I herewith[?] would have 
told, if she was the guilty person. 
 
The girls do not like to go unarmed.  The young fellows will see, that they have arms 
about them. 
 
A German lately married says, It was youst so easy as a needle could velk out mit a 
camels eye, as to get the last word mit a woman. 
 
A letter of which the following is a simile, as near as the spelling would allow, was 
picked up lately, not a thousand miles from here. Dear Georg cum round on Fourth hence 
this evenin there is no one at home but me and the old woman, and she’s got the 
roomatism so bad, that she can’t hear herself sneeze.  Be sure and bring some of that 
candy with sent out, cose were goin to have fried -----[?] for supper.  Your own 
sweetness. 
 
Professor do you advocate the use of rods asked a fond mother whose children were 
making life in a -----[?] hotel unendurable.  Well yes in some cases said he, but in 
emergencies I prefer a revolver. 
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Lost, Strayed or Stolen 
Lost a dish of ice cream and complement of cake[?]on last Saturday afternoon.  The 
finder will be liberaly rewarded by returning same to Room 1, Marshall College, 
Huntington, W.Va. 
 
Strayed, a mallet head from the handle which George had in its handle[?].  It is supposed 
that it eloped as it was seen passing through a winder pain that died the other evening, but 
has not been heard of since. 
 

Wanted 
Every member of the society to sign the constitution, and pay the little initiation fee.   
 

Wanted 
The correspondents of the Gazette to be a little more prompt in handing in their 
productions. 
 

Wanted 
A wife by J. A. Mentz, Powells Hall, Hunting W.Va. 
Good locks will not be discarded.  Money is no object although a woman with money 
would not be rejected on account of it.  For further particulars, address Gazette. 
 

Advertisement 
Discovery free by which a mustache can be forced on the smoothest[?] face in 21 days. 
$10.00 for a case in which it will fail send address to, Dr. G. I. Gillespie, room 20 M.C.  
His own heavy adorning of the upper lip, is all proof of the beneficial results of the 
preparation. 
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Special Correspondent 
Hints from the telephone operator East End Items 
 
 Mesrs Gillespie and Sults are about commencin their contract.  Which is the 
repairing[?] of the last ring of Marshall College, that the boys have been industriously 
trying to throw out of the window this winter and spring. All students are cordially 
invited to attend repairs and lend a helping hand if necessary. 
We are very sorry to hear that the flower excursion effected the health of our worthy 
president.  But as he has taken a small decertion[?] of red peper tea we hope its effects 
will be such as will prepare him for commencement.   
We are puzzled to know why it is that our faithful brother Mr. Ments lingers around the 
college after school is out of evenings, if he don’t mind the faculty at M.C.  Will 
interview him you cant see her after school. 
Mr. Corder has left us, but has left his name in living letters, upon every tree, that is 
within one mile of the college.  Another gent lost his meals victuals by being on an 
excursion.  Try boys and see if you cannot reach the college in time for breakfast if 
nothing more, lad sign. 
Walker Timberlake74 is about to depart from hence for the city of Washington.  He 
received an appointment from the West Virginia Legislature to transact business for that 
body, which is at present unknown to our reporter.  
Mr. Jas C. Ramsey75 of East End Marshall C. is anxious to know if any one has made a 
noise. 
We under-stand that if a certain young gent don’t mind his pints his father will say ho! 
All ye that are demoralized.  Ments turkey that was to have disappeared like the morning 
didn’t disappear at the picnic grounds, to our knowledge.  
We understand that Mr. C. B. H.76 intends to follow Mr. G. I. G’s77 example after the 
reception of the sheepskin. Much joy to both[?] of you.  Don’t forget us for we want an 
invite.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                             
74 There is no student or faculty member with this name in either the 1879 or 1880 Marshall catalog. 
75 This was James C. Ramsey, student from Nicholas County, middle class of 1879. (MC catalog) 
76 This was most likely Charles B. Harrold, student in senior class from Mason County.  
77 This was George I. Gillespie, frequently mentioned student in senior class from Kanawha County. 
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Supplement. 

                                                            Contentment. 
 
 Few men, indeed, are contented in this world.  How worthless the possession of 
this worlds goods, lands, houses, everything we could want, unless we are contented.   
Surely the gods that used to share this earth with man, as with their friends, left this, ere 
they departed, as their parting gift.  Yet, many refuse to accept this priceless companion, 
that diffuses such perfect[?] peace equaly among the rich, the poor, the high, the low, if 
they will but accept her companionship. A man poor in this world’s goods, may be rich in 
contentment.  While a man, rich in this worlds wealth, may be poor and miserable, 
because he is not contented.  What more pitiable sight, can any one behold than a poor 
wretch of a man complaining all the time about the way he gets along in life.  Sounding 
in the ears of every one his little troubles marring their pleasure, and destroying the peace 
of his own mind! But we should be thankful, that all men are not of this class.  We may 
find a poor cast of man or woman, one that is unknown in the circles of fashion, and 
observe as regards the nobles[?] but they may diffuse happiness among their friends and 
those with whom they come in contact, just as the glorious sun diffuses heat and light, 
upon the just, and unjust. They may be contented, and if they are they are also happy.  
Then they cannot do otherwise than make those about them happy. If we would make 
others happy, we must be happy ourselves.  We may be so if we are at peace, with our 
fellow man, and have made our peace with God.  Contentment: it is a more prescious 
jewel than those in the diadem of the eastern monarch, and our own hearts can be its 
sufficient guard.  Dear reader let each of strive to posess this priceless jewel, and not rear 
away or move to short lives by making ourselves miserable. 
  “Lambaster” 
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p. [blank] 
[Last page in book] 

 
 
The former teachers of Marshall College 
Under the charter of M. C. : 
The first was Benjamin H. Thackston of Virginia 
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Marshall Academy 
Student List for 1855-1857 

(Names in parentheses are ones we have identified to be the person from the 1850 Census 
of Cabell or Wayne County, Virginia, now West Virginia) 
 
Males:      
Adams, Alvin     
Adams, S.     
Beyers, W. R.     
Black, James     
Buffington, E.  (Edward Stanard)  
Burgess, Strather (Strother?)   
Burks, J. L. (Jesse)    
Burks, Lewis     
Douthit, Jno. (John) 
Douthit, Wm. (William) 
Ewing, Thomas J. 
Ewing, Jno. (John A.) 
Hampton, J. (John D.) 
Hampton, W.(William Olliver) 
Harden, Henry 
Hiltbruner, S. (Stephen) 
Holderby, William P. 
Howell, John 
Hunter, John 
Johnson, B. 
Johnson, M. J. 
Keenan, Newton (Samuel N.?) 
Kimball, Asa 
Kyle, Thos. W. (Thomas) 
Kyle, W. 
Laidly, J. (James Laidley) 
Laidley, W. S. (Sidney) 
McCullough, L.  
Moore, F. R. (Fredrick) 
 
 
 

 
 
Ong, E. (Ernest M.) 
Ong, Jno. (John W.) 
Peck, James G.  
Powell, John 
Renoe, Jno. 
Reynold(s), John 
Ricketts, A. (Albert Gallatin) 
Ricketts, L. (Lucien “Cooney”) 
Russel, Jno. (John) 
Scott, Harvey 
Stuart, J. F. (Joseph?) 
Summers, James 
Swans, S. (Shelby Swan) 
Wallace, P.  
Wellman, John. B. (Jno.) 
Williams, W. 
Wilson, Levi G. 
Wolcott, Augustus 
Wolcott, B. A. “Gus”  

(Total=48) 
 
Females: 
Buffington, E. (Eugenia) 
Buffington, W. (Willie Ann) 
Hotchkiss, Mary 
Kyle, E. (Eliza) 
Laidley, Miss N. 
Laidly, Helen (Laidley) 
Wallace, Melia (Amelia) 

(Total=7) 
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Marshall College 
Student List for Jan. to April, 1861 

(Names in parentheses are ones we have identified to be the person from the 1860 Census of 
Cabell or Wayne County, Virginia, now West Virginia) 
 
 
Buffington, S. E. (Edward Stanard)* 
Burks, B. B. (Bluford) 
Burks, C. W. (Charles) 
Burks, L. A. (Lewis)* 
Ewing, W. 
Flowers, T. W. (Thaddeus) 
Hall, C. W. 
Harden, C. E. (Creed) 
Harden, Thos. J. 
Hardin, W. C. 
Herndon, John 
Holderby, E. S.(Robert S.) 
Johnson, Fred 
Johnson, Lemuel 
Johnston, D. A. 
Johnston, John W. 
Kyle, N. H. 
Laidley, G. S. (George) 
Laidley, W. S. (Sidney)* 

McCullough, J. W. (Julius) 
Morris, Henry 
Pollard, John 
Ricketts, A. G. (Albert Gallatin)* 
Ricketts, G. (George) 
Ricketts, L. C. (Lucien Cincinnatus)* 
Stannard, Henry 
Stewart, James A. 
Stewart, T. A. 
Stewart, W. H. 
Stuart, J. A. (Joseph)* 
Stuart, W. W.  
Summers, G. L. 
Thornburg, John 
Thornburg, T. W. 
Thornton, John 
Ward, J. Wm. 
 (Total= 36) 

 
*Also appears on the 1855-1857 list. 
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Partial List of Marshall Academy and Marshall College students* 
Who fought in the Civil War 1861-1865 

 
 
 

Buffington, Edward Stanard 
Burks, Bluford B. 
Burks, Lewis 
Flowers, Thaddeus W. 
Hardin, Thos. J. 
Holderby, Robert S. 
Jenkins, Albert Gallatin 
Morris, Henry 
Ricketts, Albert Gallatin “Gallie” 
Ricketts, Lucien C. “Cooney” 
Stuart, Joseph 
Thornburg, John 
Wolcott, Byron A. “Gus” 
 
(* All these have been identified as being members of the Confederate cavalry. Not all appeared 
in the ledger book.) 
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Appendix D 
 

Erodelphian and Diagnothian Literary Societies 
Debate topics 1855-1861 

(Extracted from the minutes) 
 
 

• Are the works of nature more beautiful than the art of man. 

• Is ignorance worse than laziness. 

• Is the drunkard to be pitied more than his family. 

• Is intemperance a greater evil than war. 

• Is art more pleasing to the eye than nature. 

• Is printing more useful than narration. 

• Is fire more useful than water. 

• Does poetry afford more pleasure than history. 

• Is female association advisable to student. 

• Does Washington deserve more praise than Columbus. 

• Is there more happiness in the savage than in the civilized state. 
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