
Michigan Journal of Gender & Law Michigan Journal of Gender & Law 

Volume 8 Issue 1 

2001 

Androgenius Androgenius 

David Boyle 
University of Michigan Law School 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl 

 Part of the Poetry Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
David Boyle, Androgenius, 8 MICH. J. GENDER & L. 99 (2001). 
Available at: https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl/vol8/iss1/4 

 
This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at University of Michigan Law School 
Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Michigan Journal of Gender & Law by an authorized 
editor of University of Michigan Law School Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact 
mlaw.repository@umich.edu. 

https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl
https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl/vol8
https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl/vol8/iss1
https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl?utm_source=repository.law.umich.edu%2Fmjgl%2Fvol8%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=repository.law.umich.edu%2Fmjgl%2Fvol8%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.law.umich.edu/mjgl/vol8/iss1/4?utm_source=repository.law.umich.edu%2Fmjgl%2Fvol8%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mlaw.repository@umich.edu


ANDROGENIUS

t

S/he figured out-sometimes agonizingly-how to escape
the confines of gender, that person did,
Flitting meaningfully if sometimes quick among the various

fe/male/whatever personas that
Gender engenders:

but not everyone likes a Houdini,
an alltooclever escape artist slipping out of definitional chains
we "men" and "women" were all born with.

"Too hard to define", dull terrified popeyed citizens called
h/er/im.
Sometimes folks like something they can get a HANDLE on; no funny

stuff.
People like to pin you down,

like a dartboard.

So some kids found h/im/er "pinned down" one day
in a lonely townpart, ripped up and missing quarts of warm human

blood.
S/he lived, but was not the same.
However, the androgynous survivor was able
to teach others, successors and friends, ways to survive, grow,

cope, create,
and the spirit thread of androgenius (or gynogenius) carried

itself on through the young,
the fire of brilliance bought once again, as always again,

at the Promethean price of pain.

'David -Boyle*

* J.D. Candidate, University of Michigan Law School, 2002. Mr. Boyle serves as a

Membership Administrator for the Michigan Journal of Gender &Law.
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