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Skagit Conservation District and
Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

in partnership with the
City of Mount Vernon, City of Burlington, 
City of Sedro-Woolley, City of Anacortes, 

and Skagit County



“A community of watershed enhancement 
involves everyone - from volunteers to local 
and state officials, to landowners…”

 Watershed education

 Voluntary 
Stewardship

 Shared partnerships

 Cooperation





To document in an accurate and 
meaningful manner the water 
quality (WQ) in Skagit County’s 
priority watersheds.



1. To inspire 
community 
stewardship by 
educating local 
citizens about the 
connection between 
land use and water 
quality



Chapter 173-201A
Washington 

Administrative Code 
(WAC)

Water Quality Standards 
for Surface Waters of 

the State of 
Washington

2. To implement a routine 
sampling program that can :

• assess water quality trends

• characterize the existing water 
quality of priority freshwater 
drainages

• determine if violations of the 
Washington State Water 
Quality Standards are 
occurring in the study area



3. To identify “hot spots” 
and document 
improvements in water 
quality as a result of the 
implementation of Best 
Management Practices



4. To teach community 
volunteers: 
• sampling and analytical 

techniques used by 
environmental 
professionals

• data management 
techniques

• the importance of 
establishing a long-term 
water quality monitoring 
program.







 Held at the Padilla Bay Research Reserve  —
classroom, field and lab

 Field methods reviewed in field at sampling 
locations

 Lab procedures
reviewed at first
sampling event.



 Training

 Equipment & 
Supplies

 Handbook

 Monitoring 
schedule

 L & I coverage while 
conducting 
volunteer work. 





Each team collects samples at 4 – 5 stations on a 
monthly basis



 Turbidity

 Fecal Coliform Bacteria

 Dissolved Oxygen 

 Temperature





Recognition
Entertainment!
Music!
Great Food!
Great Company!



It was a dark and stormy night, in September 
2008. Three volunteers went out to sample. . . 

. . .and they found. . . 







Samish Bay 
Shellfish 
Growing Area









“Water is the most critical resource issue of our 
lifetime and our children’s lifetime.  The health 
of our water is the principle measure of how we 
live on the land.” – Luna Leopold
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