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Shoreline Master Program

Jennie Hoffman
Adaptation/Insight



What’s the question?

How do I reduce my community’s vulnerability 
to climate change/natural hazards?

vs

How do I make all my usual planning (or other) 
decisions in a climate-informed way?



WA Shoreline Master Program



Key Elements of SMP update process:

• Jurisdiction, public participation plan
• Inventory, analysis, and characterization
• Environmental designations, cumulative 

impacts analysis
• Restoration plan
• Local approval
• State approval



Inventory

• “Existing data, information, and 
descriptions…that pertain to existing and 
emerging problems and issues in a 
jurisdiction.” 
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 Land use, transportation, and utility facilities
Wildlife habitats and critical areas
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Characterization

• “Description of the ecosystem wide and 
shoreline processes, shoreline functions, and 
opportunities for restoration, public access 
and shoreline use.”

• Baseline for measuring No Net Loss
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Current

2100 Diked

2100 No Diking



Tue Aug 12 13:43:43 2003 

Fri Oct 28 13:25:44 2005 



Characterization

• “Description of the ecosystem wide and 
shoreline processes, shoreline functions, and 
opportunities for restoration, public access 
and shoreline use.”

• Baseline for measuring No Net Loss
Refine existing information
Bring in new processes, functions, 

opportunities



Refugia



Final Thoughts

• Climate- or hazard-informed planning is 
as important as planning for climate 
change or hazards

• Systematic thinking can take you far



Questions?

jennie@adaptationinsight.com
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