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Antonietta DiGregorio

Hopkins' School

October 21, 1975°

Tell me a 1little about your town.

I'm 13 now and came here when I was 6. I lived in a
little town. Ponte Greco. I use to go to school and
my mother went into the woods to the farm. We ate

and sat in front of the fireplace and to bed.

Do. you have brothers and sisters?

One brother and one sister.

What did your father do?

He worked the land. We still own the land. They work
in factories here.

What did you do for fun?

I had friend. We played outside.

How long did you go to school?

I started when I was 2.

Do you know why your parents come here?

My uncle called, he was a citizen. He said it was much
better. My mother said we would try it and come back if
we didn't like it. This wasmy father's brother. We didn't
sell everything because we didn't kﬁow what we would do.
My mother wants to stay here.

How did you come here?

Plane.
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A lot of funny things happened on the plane. I put sugar
in my salad.

Where did you arrive?

Boston.

Did someone meet you?

My uncle, aunt and their children.

What was your first impressinn of the U.S.?

It was hard to play with the children because they didn't
understand me. Even my cousin couldn't understand me.
Did you live in Providence?

Yes, for six months. My uncle uwned the house. We used
one of the floors. We moved to another apartment across
the street.

How soon before you understodad English?

About a year before I really understoad. What I couldn't
understand I acdted out.

Where did you first go to school?

Branch Ave.

Where you in a regular class?

Yes.

Did the children poke fun at you?

No.

How did the teachers treat jou?

I had friends help me and the teachers didn't mind.

You felt comfortable?

Yes. : -

What did your life change?
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My mother wasn't at home anymore when I got home from school.

Everything else was the same.

She works at a shop where a lot of Italains are.
years.

How about yar father?

He has worked in a lot of different places.

What does your father do now?

He's a Jjanitor.

Do you think your parents are happy?

For 7

Yes, because they own their house. My mother is happy

because they have their first grandchild.
In terms of your school do you enjoy it?
Yes, I like it a 1lot.

What do you look forward to doing.

Being a scientist.

Do you expect to go to college?

Yes.

Where are you going after this?

Classical or .

What about college?

Maybe aProvidence College. After RIJC.
You're the youngest?

Yes.

Do your parents encourage you?

Yes.

You would rather go to school tﬁen work?

Yes. My brother might get'me a part time work.

To save my college money. My mother already started saving

for me.
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You're going back to Italy in December?
Yes with my mother and cousin.

Do you see yourself as an American?

I still feel Italian. I'm still not a citizen. Only my

brother is a citizen. I have to wait till I'm 18. My
mother is studying for it and then I can take it under her.
Do you speak Ital ian?

A dialect.

Do you have any regrets in coming here?

T don't know how it would be there now. I'll make up my
mind after the trip.

Are you going back to visit relatives.

Yes. My father has 4 brothers and 4 sisters there and my
mother has 1 sister.

Do you read any magazines?

No, I read books. I like mysteries. I like to buy them so
I can take my time reading them.

I watch all the scary movies on T.V. and then am afraid to
go to bed.

Vhat else 4o you do for fun?

Play and watch T.V.

Can you go out with your friends?

Yes, butit depends with whom I go. They only let me go with
some of my friends because some have a fresh mouth.

Does that bother you?

No. : e

Is there anything about...what do you like the best about

the U.S.?
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We have bea to N.Y. and Boston. It's...there's T.V., the
house's bigger. Next year I hope to get a pool...the beach
I like.

Is there anything about the U.S. you're disappointed in?
No, not really.

The only thing is that I had to stay back one yerr. I got
straight A's and they still won't let me go ahead.

Does it bother you because you're with younger children?
Because I'm losing a year at schoosl.

Are you interested in pélitics?

No.

What kinds of things are you interested in outside of schoo}.
School's the most important to me.

What does it mean to be an Italiaﬁ?

Not many are and it makes me feel proud.

What does an American mean to you?

I'ts not my fault you're American.

You look forward to being an American?

No, Jjust a citizen.

What's the difference?

If you are born in Italy you a always Italian regardless
of where you are a citizen. There's a difference.

Do you know of any famous Italians?

I don't know much about history.

Do you look forward to learning about Italians?

Yes.

If you had a chance to decide whether to come here or not,




*PInoM T JT Aes pTnod T agoyaq ATe3I 99s

-9~ oTaoFaanoq

03 8A®Yy p,I
{nok prnom

:V.




	Rhode Island College
	Digital Commons @ RIC
	10-21-1975

	Italian Women and Girls: Interview with Antonietta DiGregorio by Carmela Santoro
	Antonietta DiGregorio
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1380135355.pdf.dXLxT

