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[  v i e W p o i n t  ]

notes from the 
clinical dean

During the past few months, I have heard it repeated many 
times that the transfer of power in Washington has ushered 
us into a new era defined by hope, optimism, and positive 
change. Largely by a coincidence of timing but in keeping 
with the tone of these times, the Jacob Burns Community 
Legal Clinics begins a new chapter in its own history.

[  v i e W p o i n t  ]

continued on page 4

Immigration: 
The Other Side 
of the Debate

By professor alberto Benítez, director  
of the immigration clinic, and Friedman 
Fellow Jenelle Williams

“the majority of 
identity fraud is 
committed by illegal 

aliens,” claims Greg Letique, 
leader of help save Manassas,  
a local interest group located  
in virginia. 

in the current immigration 
debate, individuals and groups 
with anti-immigration views 

We want you to be a 
part of this new 
chapter, and in 

that spirit, we have created 
this newsletter, Clinical 
Perspectives, to help share news 
from our clinics and to spread 
word of the extraordinary 
work being done by GW Law’s 
clinical students and faculty on 
behalf of our clients and our 
community. We hope you 
enjoy our first issue.

in the summer of 2007, it 
was my privilege to follow in 
the footsteps of former clinical 
deans carol izumi and eric 
sirulnik, and to help build on 
the sound clinical foundation 
that they and their colleagues 
had created. i joined the GW 
Law faculty as the Jacob Burns 
Foundation professor of 
clinical Law and associate 
dean for clinical affairs, a 
position that would not exist 

Professor Alberto Benítez

clinical  
perspectives
n e W s  a n d  c U r r e n t  i s s U e s

Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs Phyllis Goldfarb
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in May 2008, Legal Times 
commemorated 30 years of 
publication by naming the “90 
Greatest Washington Lawyers  
of the Last 30 years.” professor 
Joan strand was included in this 
exclusive list along with such 
distinguished honorees as U.s. 
supreme court associate Justices 
ruth Bader Ginsburg and antonin 
scalia. strand, director of the 
civil and Family Litigation clinic, 
was honored as a “champion” in 
her field, which the Legal Times 
described as individuals who 
“have upheld their profession’s 
core values of public duty and 
client service by building pro 
bono practices, acting as bar 
presidents, taking on community 

causes, holding public service 
positions, and fighting to expand 
liberties and protect civil rights.” 
the article described these 
honorees as “Washington lawyers 
who set an example that other 
dc lawyers should follow.”

strand was honored for her 
three decades of service as a GW 
clinical professor, providing legal 
services to low-income Washing-
ton residents. she was also 
recognized for her extensive 
service to the d.c. legal commu-
nity through significant leader-
ship positions with the d.c. Bar, 
including her 1999–2000 term as 
president. strand shared the 
designation of “champion” with 
honorees including Marian 

Wright edelman, ralph nader, 
and eleanor holmes norton.

strand considers this presti-
gious acknowledgement of her 
contribution to the legal commu-
nity as a “wonderful, gratifying 
experience.” in september 2008, 
GW Law dean Frederick M. 
Lawrence hosted a reception at 
the Law school to recognize 
strand and three other GW 
alumni honorees. Later that 
evening, dean Lawrence, dean 
Goldfarb, and a number of 
clinical colleagues accompanied 
strand to the black-tie dinner 
that Legal Times hosted at d.c.’s 
Mellon auditorium.

strand, who earned her 
undergraduate and J.d. degrees 
from GW, began working at the 
Law school after a brief stint as a 
supervisor at d.c. Law students 
in court. she, along with two 
other supervisors, was respon-
sible for overseeing more than 
60 students. strand participated 
in d.c. Law students in court 
while attending GW Law and 
described her clinic experience  
as the moment when “all of the 
light bulbs started going off.” 
since then, strand truly has 

become a champion of clinical 
education, exposing GW 
students to a method of legal 
education that she values.

“clinical education allows 
students to experience so many 
facets of legal practice that are 
hard to replicate in a classroom 
setting,” strand says. “When 
students work for clients, they 
feel the weight of the responsi-
bility that comes with it. this has 
a great impact on their decisions, 
as you can’t predict what will 
happen. students only have so 
much control over the courts and 
their clients.”

When strand first began 
teaching in the GW clinics, there 
were only two clinics under the 
supervision of three clinicians. 
she points to the great expansion 
of the clinical program as the 
most significant change she has 
witnessed since she first started 
teaching. the Jacob Burns 
community Legal clinics are 
thankful for her continued 
service to students, the clinical 
program, and low-income 
residents of Washington, and we 
congratulate her on this honor. ★

A Clinic Runs Through It 
premiered in Fall 2007 at GW. 
the video, depicting the work 
of the Jacob Burns community 
Legal clinics, the importance of 

clinical education, and the accomplishments of our clinical 
programs, has been screened before numerous audiences.

on screen

[ HONORS ]
Professor Joan Strand Honored by Legal Times

Professor Joan Strand
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Dean Phyllis Goldfarb looks on as GW President Steven Knapp 
welcomes guests to a “GW in the Community” presentation featuring 
the Clinics.

but for the continuing and 
inspiring generosity of the Jacob 
Burns family. this issue brings 
you exciting news about the 
creation of a clinical fellowship 
program in 2008–09, made 
possible by another gift, this one 
from our our esteemed benefac-
tor philip Friedman, esq. 

as these pages reveal, the Jacob 
Burns community Legal clinics are 
expanding in a variety of ways. in 
February 2008, the faculty voted 
to raise the credit allocations for 
all of GW’s in-house clinics. in 
august 2008, we held our first 
day-long, cross-clinic orientation 
on lawyering and clinical 
methods, jump-starting the 
semester for clinical faculty, staff, 
and students alike. yet despite all 
of this programmatic develop-
ment, the clinics have continued 
the tried and true methods for 
advancing their deeply rewarding 
primary ventures: teaching 
students and serving clients.

our applications are up, our 
clinics are full, and waiting lists 

are longer than ever. More 
students and more credits mean 
more experiential legal educa-
tion, a pedagogy to which we are 
all committed. We are enriched 
and delighted to be involved in 
such a vital way in the intellectual 
and professional development of 
our talented law students who 
are learning about law, lawyering, 
the legal system, the world, and 
themselves as they provide 
invaluable legal assistance to 
clients. in a nutshell, this 
describes the fundamental 
mission of clinical legal educa-
tion and of the Jacob Burns 
community Legal clinics.

We welcome your feedback 
and ideas as we approach our 
decades-old mission with a 
renewed vigor befitting the 
challenges and excitement  
of this new era. ★

phyllis Goldfarb
Jacob Burns Foundation professor  
of clinical Law and associate dean  
for clinical affairs

The Friedman Fellowships

due to the generosity of philip Friedman, esq., the Law 
school has launched a two-year postgraduate clinical fellow-
ship program. the five inaugural Fellows participated in 
experiential educational opportunities during their law school 
careers.  anastasia Boutsis joined the consumer Mediation 
clinic; kelly knepper joined the Federal criminal, and 
appellate clinic; Juliana russo joined the outside placement 
program; amanda spratley joined the small Business and 
community economic development clinic; and Jenelle 
Williams joined the immigration clinic. each Fellow co-
teaches and co-supervises clinic students with the assistance  
of an experienced clinical faculty member. the Fellows are 
pursuing LL.M. degrees, and are enrolled in the course clinical 
teaching, supervision, and scholarship, created and  taught by 
dean phyllis Goldfarb. 

the new fellowship program expands the clinics’ teaching 
and supervision capacity, provides professional opportunities 
for high-achieving clinical alumni from GW Law and other law 
schools, and creates a more collaborative structure in each 
clinic. two additional Fellows will be selected for 2009–2011, 
with many highly qualified applicants expressing interest in the 
positions. dean Goldfarb hopes to develop the program so 
that every clinic will ultimately have the benefit of a Fellow. ★

[ what’s new ]

Friedman Fellows (from left to right) Amanda Spratley, 
Jenelle Williams, Anastasia Boutsis, Kelly Knepper,  
and Juliana Russo.

[  v i e W p o i n t  ]

continued from page 1
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repeat the same broad, unsub-
stantiated arguments: Undocu-
mented immigrants (the correct 
terminology is “undocumented 
alien,” but for stylistic purposes, 
we use the former) are criminals. 
Undocumented immigrants live 
in overcrowded houses and their 
children overcrowd schools. 
Undocumented immigrants  
do not speak english and make 
no attempt to assimilate into 
american culture. these general-
izations are usually unsupported 
and not rooted in personal 
experience. immigration antago-
nists point to undocumented 
immigrants as the source of all of 
society’s ills and suggest that the 
solution to all of our problems is 
deportation. this solution is 
shortsighted and will do no more 
than exacerbate current struggles, 
destroy diversity, and foster a 
culture of intolerance.

recently, some anti-immigration 
community leaders in the metro 
d.c. area have formed anti-
immigration groups such as  
help save Manassas, help save 
Maryland, and defend d.c. the 
leaders of these interest groups 

play a dangerous role in the 
immigration discussion as they 
lecture eager audiences, yet are 
not accountable for the veracity 
or the impact of their statements. 

in an interview last spring, 
Letique spoke at length regard-
ing problems in the community 
he attributed to the presence  
of undocumented immigrants. 
Letique offered little concrete 
evidence for his beliefs and 
made unfounded assertions  
that the United states spends 
$35 million a year on educating 
undocumented immigrant 
children and that undocu-
mented immigrants make up  
25 percent of federal prisoners. 
When pressed for the source of 
these statistics, he referred only 
to “a local analyst.” these pieces 
of information were likely to 
have passed among members of 
his organization and, if heard by 
an uncritical ear, proved to be 
quite persuasive. 

paul chamberlain, city 
councilman for taneytown, 
Maryland, was also interviewed 
last spring regarding his position 
on illegal immigrants. chamber-
lain recounted a story about a 
local entrepreneur who attended 
a town meeting and complained 
of being put out of business 
because his competition was 
hiring undocumented immigrants 
and producing at lower cost, 
forcing him out of the industry. 
it sounds like a sad story, but 
when questioned about the 
name, origin, and nature of  
this business, it proves to be 
nothing more than that—a story. 
chamberlain’s comments suffer 
the same shortcomings as 
Letique’s, i.e., a failure to articulate 
critical, substantiated fact, which 
is a problem considering that 
chamberlain points to this story 
as the driving force behind his 
anti-immigration stance. 

the issue with the immigrant 
tall tales created and passed on by 
these interest groups is threefold. 
First, group leaders do not 

entertain the possibility that 
there are other, more immediate 
causes of the problems facing 
their communities. during their 
meetings, they barely acknowl-
edge that overcrowding in 
schools could be the product of 
budget cuts or that overcrowding 
in houses in the community 
could be the result of the 
unstable housing market.  
do they know the state of our 
current economy? instead, they 
identify visible changes in the 
community and immediately 
point to immigrants. 

second, they propose no other 
solutions to these problems 
other than deportation. they do 
not encourage individuals to 
lobby for enforcement of zoning 
regulations or to lobby for an 
increased school budget. isn’t 
that what zoning regulations and 
school boards are for? rather, 
they promote calling the police 
and filing reports in a witch-hunt 
type fashion any time they believe 
they see an illegal immigrant. 

Finally, these anti-immigrant 
groups rarely acknowledge the 
benefits of having a diverse 
society composed of individuals 
from many different cultures. 
they decline to concede that 
their children benefit from 
hearing and learning to speak 
other languages at an early age. 
they seem to have forgotten this 

country was built and created by 
immigrants from all different 
points of origin. doesn’t the 
statue of Liberty invite the tired, 
poor, and huddled masses? By 
mistreating undocumented  
and documented immigrants, 
anti-immigration groups are 
denying their own heritage and 
perpetuating a dangerous cycle  
of prejudice.

the peril of such unfounded 
statements being made by these 
community leaders is that they 
are being heard and accepted by 
members of the community. 
Undocumented immigrants are 
being made the scapegoats in 
many municipalities where, in 
reality, problems run much 
deeper. if these leaders are given 
free reign to recount falsities 
regarding immigrants, we run the 
risk of isolating immigrants and 
fueling the current conflict. 
though these leaders believe 
they are helping the community 
and ridding them of problems, 
the message being delivered is 
illogical and one-sided. When  
in the history of the world has 
isolating one group of people  
and blaming them for everything 
actually produced positive change? 
in order to achieve the result 
these groups are looking for, 
leaders need to stop lecturing 
and listen to the other side of  
the debate. ★

continued from page 1

[  v i e W p o i n t  ]

“ Immigration antagonists point to 
undocumented immigrants as the 
source of all of society’s ills and 
suggest that the solution to all of 
our problems is deportation. This 
solution is shortsighted and will 
do no more than exacerbate current 
struggles, destroy diversity, and 
foster a culture of intolerance.” 

C l i n i C a l  

p e r s p e C t i v e s

Clinical Perspectives is published  
by the Jacob Burns community 
Legal clinics at the George 
Washington University  
Law school.

Questions or comments  
should be sent to:

phyllis Goldfarb
pgoldfarb@law.gwu.edu
202.994.7463

George Washington  
University Law school
Jacob Burns community  
Legal clinics
2000 G street, nW
Washington, dc 20052

www.law.gwu.edu
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in January 2008, professor •	
arturo carrillo presented 
“Mass claim type procedures 
in international Law and 
practice” at the panel on “new 
voices in human rights” held 
by the aaLs section on 
international human rights 
Law at the aaLs annual 
Meeting in new york. in 
august, carrillo was the 
keynote speaker at an event 
organized by the Universidad 
del rosario, Bogota, colombia, 
to address constitutional 
avenues for the protection of 
collective rights. he spoke on 
“the Use of class actions for 
human rights cases in U.s. 
Law and practice: the case 
against chiquita Banana 
international.” in november, 
carrillo presented in spanish 
“Litigating human rights 
cases in U.s. courts: clinical 
Legal education and the alien 
tort statute” at the interna-
tional seminar of the Latin 
american network of public 
interest and human rights 
Legal clinics. the seminar was 
sponsored by the human 
rights program of the Univer-
sidad iberoamericana in 
Mexico city.

in september 2007, dean •	
phyllis Goldfarb spoke on 
narrative strategies for death 

penalty appeals at a federal 
habeas corpus training 
conference held at cornell Law 
school. in May 2008, Goldfarb 
presented “Leading a clinic in 
academia” at the aaLs 
conference on clinical Legal 
education in tucson, arizona. 
in June, Goldfarb presented 
“how We teach” at the aaLs 
Workshop for new clinical 
Law teachers in Washington. in 
november, she presented 
“american Ways of death” at 
the symposium “defining 
race” at albany Law school.

in september, professor Jeffrey •	
Gutman addressed a visiting 
delegation of chinese attorneys 
who had traveled to the United 
states to learn about the 
history and practice of public 
interest law.

in november 2008, professor •	
carol izumi discussed anti-
racism work at the conference 
of the Federation of asian 
canadian Lawyers held at the 
University of toronto Faculty 
of Law in ontario, canada.

in october 2007, professor •	
suzanne Jackson presented 
“Medicare drug Utilization 
Management: Balancing cost, 
convenience, and access” at 
the national health policy 
Forum.

in december, professor susan •	
Jones presented a workshop 
titled “new initiatives & 
innovations in the Global 
economic Justice Movement”  
at the 5th Worldwide Global 
alliance for Justice education 
conference in Manila, philip-
pines. in november, Jones gave 
a lecture entitled, “an economic 
Justice imperative,” at Bard 
college at simon’s rock, Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts. in 
october, Jones presented, “the 
role of community economic 
development clinics in 
promoting social Justice—a 
critical reflection” at the 
clinical Faculty Workshop, 
vanderbilt Law school. in 
February, Jones moderated 
“community economic 
development 101” at the aBa 
Forum on affordable housing 
and community development 
Law regional conference.  held 
in new orleans, the conference 
was entitled “Lessons from 
katrina and rita.” 

in January 2008, professor Joan •	
Meier addressed “challenges of 
child protection in custody 

courts” at the domestic 
violence consultant initiative 
of the connecticut depart-
ment of children and Families 
in hartford, connecticut. in 
February 2008, Meier pre-
sented “Models of domestic 
violence” for the panel “Laying 
the Foundation for theoretical 
development in elder Mis-
treatment” at a workshop 
sponsored by the national 
institutes of Justice in Wash-
ington. also in February 2008, 
Meier spoke on “evidence in 
domestic violence Litigation” 
in the continuing Legal 
education teleconference 
series of the aBa commission 
on domestic violence. in 
october 2008, she presented 
“partnering to prevent 
domestic abuse” on a panel 
sponsored by the World Bank, 
international Monetary Fund, 
and the inter-american 
development Bank in Wash-
ington. in november 2008, she 
presented “vicarious traumati-
zation: What it is and What 
can Be done about it” at an 
event hosted by the children’s 
Law center in Washington. ★

Selected Presentations

New Managing Attorney

Last year, the Law school 
created a managing attorney 
position for the clinics and 
hired Lisa Guffey, esq., 
formerly of the d.c. public 
defender service, as its first 
managing attorney. having 
arrived for the spring 
semester of 2008, Guffey is 
hard at work enhancing the 
administrative functioning  
of the clinical program. ★

Lisa Guffey

[ what’s new ]

Professor Suzanne Jackson counsels a D.C. resident.
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litigation CliniC

the civil and Family Litigation 
clinic primarily handles family 
law cases, specifically divorce, 
custody, and child support for 
clients meeting minimum poverty 
guidelines. occasionally, small 
claims court cases are taken as 
well. clinic students have assisted 
parents, grandparents, and 
non-parents in securing custody 
of minor children, helped elderly 
clients obtain divorces, obtained 
child support awards for custodial 
parents, and acted as guardians ad 
litem for children in contested 
custody disputes.

amber Johns (J.d. ’09) says:  
“i was drawn to the civil and 
Family Litigation clinic because 
of the opportunity it provides to 
serve low-income families while 
learning to navigate the local 
court system. Under the supervi-
sion of one of the many talented 
and enthusiastic professors 
overseeing the clinics, i enjoyed 
the chance to represent a local 
grandmother seeking custody of 
her three grandchildren. My 
co-counsel and i learned about 
drafting the necessary documents 
and completing the appropriate 
paperwork in support of our 

client’s case, and we encountered 
a sampling of the broad range of 
non-legal issues faced by attorneys 
serving low-income clients, from 
transportation problems that 
delay meetings to clients’ 
unexpected personal expenses 
that delay payment of filing fees. 
i greatly appreciate both the 
practical and personal benefits of 
representing real-world clients, 
and i know that the clinical expe-
rience has played a significant 
role in developing my legal skills 
while confirming my desire to 
continue working for under-
served communities.”

among the clinic’s many 
success stories: in January, 3L 
students vanessa Batters and 
diana krevor performed a full, 
two-day trial, conducted the 
opening, closing, direct exami-
nations, and cross examinations 
of all witnesses, and won a 
favorable judgment in a factually 
complex divorce case involving 
alimony and division of marital 
property. the case, pending for 
more than a year and a half, 
resulted in a long-awaited 
victory for the clinic’s client 
when the judge found that the 
students’ cross-examination of 
the opposing party effectively 
impeached his testimony.

Consumer mediation 
CliniC

consumers from d.c., Mary-
land, and virginia contact the 
consumer Mediation clinic’s 
“hotline” for assistance resolving 
disputes with businesses. 
second- and third-year students 
act as neutral mediators who 
help consumers and businesses 
reach mutually agreeable 
settlements. case types include 
a variety of consumer transac-
tions, such as credit billing and 
reporting, defective goods, debt 
collection, automobile disputes, 
home improvement contracts, 
mail orders, and disputes 
involving other consumer 
products and services.

in the fall of 2008, nBc-4 
featured the clinic in a televised 
news story. after this profile 
aired, student mediators fielded 
205 requests from metro d.c. 
residents, an increase of 91 calls 
from the previous semester. 

students mediate a diverse 
array of consumer matters, 
including used car sales, billing 
disputes, home improvement 
contracts, warranty issues, travel 
packages, and dry cleaning 
disputes. successful resolutions 

included waiver of account 
balance by a home security 
company, fulfillment of a car 
dealership’s promotional offer, 
return of architectural plans 
from a design firm, exchange and 
delivery of furniture, completion 
of repairs by a home improve-
ment contractor, extended 
warranty coverage from a car 
dealership, furnace repairs by a 
heating contractor, and credit 
report assistance from a credit 
repair company.

Community dispute 
resolution Center 
projeCt

now in its eighth year of 
operation, the community 
dispute resolution center 
project (cdrc) works jointly 
with the U.s. attorney’s office 
for the district of columbia 
(Usao) and the office of the 
attorney General for the district 
of columbia (oaG). in this 
unique program, cdrc students 
co-mediate adult misdemeanor 
cases referred by the Usao’s 
community Misdemeanor 
Mediation service and juvenile 
delinquency cases within the  

[  i n s i G h t  ]

Professor Carol Izumi and Consumer Mediation Clinic students 
with reporter Liz Crenshaw of NBC-4.

“ I was drawn to the Civil and Family 
Litigation Clinic because of the 
opportunity it provides to serve low-
income families while learning to 
navigate the local court system. …I 
know that the clinical experience has 
played a significant role in developing 
my legal skills while confirming 
my desire to continue working for 
underserved communities.”  
Amber Johns, J.D. ‘09
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jurisdiction of the oaG’s youth 
Mediation program.

the cdrc caseload includes 
assaults, property destruction, 
unauthorized use of vehicles, 
threats, unlawful entry, theft, and 
school-related and workplace 
matters. examples of criminal 
and juvenile cases mediated 
through cdrc include an 
assault between bar patrons, a 
road rage incident, and a fight 
between high school seniors at  
a basketball tournament.

the domestiC  
violenCe projeCt

domestic violence project 
(dvp) students work as domes-
tic violence lawyers with public 
interest and pro bono lawyers in 
the field through placements in 
local and national legal organiza-
tions. clinic students interview 
clients and witnesses, work on 
national policy development and 
federal legislation, and assist 
appeals in constitutional, 
criminal, and family law cases.

evann o’donnell (J.d. ’09) 
says: “i have always been 
interested in women’s issues, so i 
was drawn to professor Meier’s 
domestic violence project 
immediately. i wanted to learn 
more about the nonprofit sector 

and the work to be done 
addressing domestic violence 
head on. i also appreciated that 
we could tailor our clinical experi-
ence to fit our individual interests 
by choosing which domestic 
violence organization to intern 
with during the semester. i chose 
to work at Women empowered 
against violence (Weave). i 
assisted attorneys with several 
cases by researching case law, 
drafting court documents, 
preparing document requests, 
and doing intake. i was also able 
to attend hearings with Weave 
attorneys to watch the cases i 
worked on unfold. the benefits 
of the clinical experience are 
immense. i gained both real-
world experience and the 
confidence of knowing that i am 
prepared to enter the workforce. 
i am more marketable, and i have 
learned more about what i want 
out of a future job.”

Last spring, dvp students 
chris curry (J.d. ’09) and 
stephanie Lepore (J.d. ’09) 
assisted in the preparation of 
GW Law’s domestic violence 
Legal empowerment and 
appeals project’s amicus brief  
in the United states supreme 
court case of Giles v. California. 
the brief had a visible impact 
on the court’s opinion.

Paralegal interns Sabrina Filomena and Andrew Toney.

[ what’s new ]

Last summer, the Jacob Burns community Legal clinics 
piloted a graduate-level paralegal internship program in 
co-operation with the paralegal studies program of GW’s 
college of professional studies. three paralegal interns, 
supervised by Lisa Guffey, spent the summer providing 
paralegal support to the work of our clinics while completing 
their paralegal training. the cross-campus collaboration  
was a big success and has been continued throughout the 
school year.

in the 2008–2009 academic year, the clinics established  
a student advisory committee. composed of a student 
representative from each of the clinical programs, the 
committee meets regularly under the direction of Managing 
attorney Lisa Guffey, student director Maureen McGough, 
and Friedman Fellow kelly knepper, who serves as faculty 
liaison to the student committee. the members discuss 
clinic-wide issues, propose improvements, and relay informa-
tion about their individual clinics. the student advisory 
committee was involved in streamlining the clinical registra-
tion process for Fall 2009 and, facilitated by the devoted work 
of McGough and knepper, has had significant involvement in 
the creation of this newsletter. We look forward to the 
continued participation and input of our dedicated clinical 
students in the governance of the Jacob Burns community 
Legal clinics. ★

Paralegal Internship 
Program and Student 
Advisory Committee

continued on page 8

Professor Joan Meier meets with a clinic student.
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domestiC violenCe 
legal empower ment 
and appeals projeCt 
(dvleap)

dvLeap’s mission is to advance 
legal protections for domestic 
violence victims and their 
children through appellate 
advocacy; efforts to overturn 
unjust trial court decisions; 
domestic violence-related 
litigation to the supreme court; 
and best practices training of 
lawyers, psychologists, and 
judges. students in dvp may 
work with dvLeap on its 
appeals and projects.

in december 2007 at GW 
Law, dvLeap hosted the first 
Biennial symposium on domes-
tic violence Law and policy on 
the topic of “custody and abuse 
Litigation and the supreme 
court.” supreme court litigators 
and domestic violence advocates 
gathered to develop strategies to 
obtain supreme court review of 
constitutional violations in 
family courts. dean phyllis 
Goldfarb and professors John 
duffy, catherine ross, Joan 
Meier, and dvp student chris 
curry (J.d. ’09) participated in 
the presentations. as a result of 
the symposium, the project is 
now working to distribute a set 
of “Best practices” for family 
court lawyers.

assisted by many dvp 
students, dvLeap has had a 
string of recent successes in the 
d.c. court of appeals, including 
a case recognizing the correlation 
between domestic violence and 
child abuse and establishing 
children’s safety as the first 
priority in custody and visitation 
adjudications.

Feder al, Criminal, 
and appellate CliniC

students in the Federal, crimi-
nal, and appellate clinic (Fac) 
represent clients in serious 

criminal cases, primarily on 
direct appeal but occasionally  
in other types of proceedings, 
including sentencing and 
post-conviction challenges. all 
Fac clients are indigent. Most 
are in prison and convicted of 
felonies in Maryland trial courts, 
where they were represented by 
appointed counsel.

christopher Bruno (J.d. ’09) 
says: “i was initially interested in 
Fac because i wanted to practice 
appellate advocacy. i have found 
Fac to exceed my expectations 
by presenting challenges and 
unique opportunities on both an 
intellectual and personal level. 
the Fac clinic has taught me 
how to explain the limited, careful 
dynamic of appellate review to 
laypeople and has provided me 
the unique experience of 

interaction in a prison environ-
ment. at the same time, i have 
learned the art of persuasive 
nuance essential to successful 
brief-writing and oral advocacy.  
i am tasked with deciding what 
issues to raise, as well as with 
researching and writing arguments 
in defense of two defendants.”

Fac’s students and clients 
have many success stories. 
third-year students christina 
davis and Matthew yoeli argued 
opposing sides before a distin-
guished panel of judges including 
U.s. supreme court associate 
Justice antonin scalia as finalists 
in the 59th annual Jacob Burns 
van vleck Moot court competi-
tion. Following the extensive 
brief writing process learned in 
the clinic’s first semester, both 
students chose to re-write their 

briefs for the final round of 
competition. the judges awarded 
davis the honor of best brief.

Fac alumnus Jeffery chiow 
(J.d. ’08) argued a winning case in 
the Maryland court of special 
appeals last april. the court 
reversed the defendant’s convic-
tions for narcotics and parapher-
nalia possession, finding that the 
prosecutor had improperly 
threatened a defense witness, 
causing her to flee the courthouse. 
chiow, who is a first year associate 
at venable, currently represents 
his clinic client pro bono on 
remand in the trial court.

the Maryland special court 
of appeals granted the appeal of 
Fac alumnus taro konoshima 
(J.d. ’08) in a first degree assault 
case on the grounds that the trial 
court had erroneously admitted 
evidence of a prior assault charge 
against the defendant. the court 
reversed and remanded for a new 
trial. konoshima received the 
richard c. Lewis, Jr. Memorial 
award for outstanding perfor-
mance, unusual compassion and 
humanity toward clients and 
colleagues, and extraordinary 
dedication to his work in the Jacob 
Burns community Legal clinics.

during commencement 2008, 
Fac alumna Bridget crawford 
(J.d. ’08) received the 2008 
Michael dillon colley Memorial 
award, an award voted on by the 
graduating class, given to the 
individual who has been most 
successful in maintaining her 
compassion, vitality, and 
humanity during law school.

Fac 3L student adam 
pearlman won the vermont  
Law school international Law 
Writing competition with his 
paper “digging for truth, Justice, 
or the humanitarian Way: 
priorities in post-Genocide 
transitional Justice and exhuma-
tions of Mass Graves.” the Law 
school nominated adam’s paper 
for the prestigious national 
Burton award for distinguished 
and effective legal writing.

[  i n s i G h t  ]

continued from page 7

Professor Anne Olesen celebrates a courtroom victory with students.

“ I was initially interested in FAC 
because I wanted to practice 
appellate advocacy. I have found 
FAC to exceed my expectations 
by presenting challenges and 
unique opportunities on both an 
intellectual and personal level.”  
Christopher Bruno,  J.D. ’09
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this year, Fac students will 
argue the clinic’s nine appeals 
before the Maryland special 
court of appeals during the 
February–May session. some of 
the issues being argued include 
whether the Maryland pattern 
Jury instruction on accomplice 
liability is inconsistent with the 
applicable standard of proof as 
developed by case law; whether 
the defense counsel’s inaction, by 
repeatedly failing to object to 
damaging hearsay, constituted 
ineffective assistance of counsel; 
whether a conviction must be 
reversed when the trial court 
admitted a prior conviction for 
attempted murder in a murder 
case; and whether dna must be 
excluded when the prosecution 
does not follow the statutory 
guidelines for admission.

health rights  
law CliniC

students in the health rights 
Law clinic work as counselors in 
the district of columbia’s health 
insurance counseling project 
(ship). ship programs help 
people with Medicare navigate an 
increasingly complex health care 
system and serve thousands of 
people each year. students 
interview clients, investigate the 
facts, research the applicable law, 
and develop case theories.

amber rivers (J.d. ’09) says: “i 
came into the clinic with a prior 

interest in health care law, but my 
clinic experience has deepened 
both my knowledge and interest 
in health insurance law. during 
weekly class meetings, professor 
suzanne Jackson does a wonderful 
job imparting her knowledge on 
current health law issues and 
practices. students are the 
primary point of contact for the 
people who need assistance and 
are independently responsible for 
resolving the issues that arise. 
this hands-on approach is a 
rewarding way to acquire real life 
lawyering experience. i also value 
the intimate instruction from 
actual practitioners and the 
endless opportunities for client 
interactions. the health rights 
clinic has been a great experience 
and transcends any traditional 
course i could have taken on the 
same legal material.”

immigr ation CliniC

students in the immigration 
clinic provide legal representa-
tion to aliens, specifically in 
obtaining affirmative benefits,  
or by interposing defensive 
strategies to prevent removal. 
While there is a critical shortage 
of immigration lawyers, the 
shortage is even worse for aliens 
who are already in removal 
proceedings. the immigration 
clinic seeks to fill this void by 
representing clients who would 
otherwise be without assistance.

among the clinic’s recent 
success stories, 3L carolina a. 
collado won lawful permanent 
resident status for her salvadoran 
client through the nicaraguan 
adjustment and central ameri-
can relief act.

tamatane aga (J.d. ’09) won 
cancellation of removal for her 
63-year-old Guatemalan client, 
who is the grandmother of U.s. 
citizens, before immigration 
Judge thomas G. snow. the 
immigration and customs 
enforcement trial attorney, 
after hearing the evidence 
presented by aga, felt the 
burden had been satisfied and 
did not oppose the grant.

erik eisenmann (J.d. ’07), 
rebekah nahas (J.d. ’07), 
Jennifer raquel khouri (J.d. ’08), 
and karlie dunsky (J.d. ’08) 
prepared, filed, and monitored 
their dominican client’s i-751 
waiver to become a lawful 
permanent resident, even though 
her marriage to a U.s. citizen had 
ended in divorce. the client had 
originally been granted condi-
tional lawful permanent resi-
dence status through marriage to 
a citizen. the students were able 
to show that the marriage ended 
due to the husband’s battering, 
which qualified the client for the 
i-751 waiver. eisenmann con-
vinced professor alberto Benítez 
that the client had a colorable 

claim, and nahas completed 
eisenmann’s research to file  
the petition.

international human 
rights CliniC

students in the international 
human rights clinic (ihrc) 
partner with experienced 
attorneys at organizations 
engaged in domestic and 
international litigation to provide 
pro bono legal services to victims 
of human rights abuses. students 
work on cases addressing a wide 
range of  contemporary issues in 
human rights, either in U.s.
courts or before international 
tribunals. it is the only human
rights clinic in the country 
dedicated primarily to litigating
human rights cases before U.s. 
and international tribunals.

the clinic and its students 
have enjoyed many successes in 
the past year. Last spring, Jordan 
nodel (J.d. ’08), adrienne hillery 
(J.d. ’08), sarah hwang (J.d. ’08), 
and erin culbertson (J.d. ’08) in 
partnership with an nGo, 
Jamaicans for Justice, prepared 
and filed a report on the unlawful 
use of lethal force by Jamaican 
police. the clinic hosted a 
delegation from Jamaica who 
attended a hearing on deadly 
police violence at the inter-
american commission on 

Professor Arturo Carrillo with IHRC students in Peru.

“ I have found the IHRC to be one  
of the most rewarding courses I  
have taken at the Law School.  
…It is an experience I would highly 
recommend to anyone with an 
interest in international human 
rights law.”  
Marlena Crippin, J.D. ’09

continued on page 10
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human rights, in a case litigated 
jointly by the clinic and Jamai-
cans for Justice.

Marlena crippen (J.d. ’09), 
elizabeth Gudis (J.d. ’08), and 
sara Greenberg (J.d. ’08) worked 
in a transnational partnership 
with the pontificia Universidad 
catolica in Lima, peru, to file 
amicus briefs in the trial of 
former president alberto 
Fujimori, charged with human 
rights abuses. a group of 
students traveled to peru in 
March 2007, where they 
observed the Fujimori trial, 
interviewed formerly imprisoned 
victims of the Fujimori regime, 
and met with local human rights 
activists, experts, and partners. 
heather carney (J.d. ’06), david 
rondon (J.d. ’06), and Magin 
puig (J.d. ’06) had previously 
filed an amicus brief with the 
supreme court of chile urging 
Fujimori’s extradition to peru.

Marlena crippin says: “i have 
found the ihrc to be one of the 
most rewarding courses i have 
taken at the Law school. during 
my first semester in the clinic, i 
worked on an amicus brief to be 
submitted to the peruvian 
supreme court in the case of 
alberto Fujimori. throughout 
the semester, i researched 
international law and met with 
my team of student-lawyers and 

professor arturo carrillo to 
discuss the case and our strategy. 
once the brief was written and 
translated, we traveled to peru 
where we had the tremendous 
opportunity to meet with the top 
human rights leaders in the 
country. We attended the trial 
and met with the peruvian 
supreme court judges presiding 
over the case to discuss our 
observations as international 
observers. in my subsequent 
semesters in the clinic, the work 
has been just as interesting and 
exciting. it is an experience i 
would highly recommend to 
anyone with an interest in 
international human rights law.”

publiC justiCe 
advoCaCy CliniC

the public Justice advocacy 
clinic represents individuals in 
litigation and administrative 
hearings, including national 
security clearance cases, wage 
and hour cases, and unemploy-
ment compensation cases. the 
clinic generally represents 
low-income residents of d.c. 
who seek relief against govern-
mental agencies and private 
employers and also engages in 
lobbying and other forms of 
administrative advocacy.

caitlin Bergo (J.d. ’09) says: “i 
enrolled in the public Justice 
advocacy clinic in order to 
obtain real legal experience while 
assisting low-income clients in 
the d.c. community. i am 
interested in employment law in 
a legal aid context, and the clinic 
has allowed me to put the legal 
knowledge derived from my first 
two years of law school to use. 
students in the clinic are able to 
work on a variety of cases from 
discrimination class actions to 
wage and hour claims and 
unemployment appeals. profes-
sor Jeff Gutman provides 
guidance and inspiration while 
allowing us to manage our own 
caseloads. With the clinic, i have 
been able to work with a partner 
in representing a client in an 
unemployment insurance appeal 
and also to assist three spanish-
speaking clients in an unpaid 
wage and overtime claim. 
overall, the clinic has been a 
great experience, and has allowed 
me to expand my skills and 
knowledge of legal aid work.”

eric Jesse (J.d. ’09) and ryan 
Mick (J.d. ’09) won an unem-
ployment compensation case 
before an administrative law 
judge. the employer fired the 
client for alleged gross miscon-
duct in connection with 
accounting documents.  the 
judge determined that the client 
was entitled to unemployment 
compensation because she had 
credibly testified and the 
employer had failed to produce 
sufficient documentary proof of 
misconduct.

With the assistance of 
Maryland attorney James rubin, 
3L students danielle Weiner and 
catilin Bergo filed three lawsuits 
on behalf of plaintiffs against a 
construction firm for failing to 
pay employees for overtime and 
hours worked.

terri cunningham (J.d. ’09) 
and andrew croner (J.d. ’09) 
represented a client whose d.c. 
disability compensation benefits 

were terminated. after reading 
the students’ brief, the govern-
ment reinstated the client’s 
benefits before the evidentiary 
hearing.

Lindsey Frischer (J.d. ’09) and 
chris deBono (J.d. ’09) assisted 
attorney amber harding of the 
Washington Legal clinics for the 
homeless in successfully settling 
their client’s claim that her 
homeless shelter units did not 
comply with the americans with 
disabilities act, Fair housing 
act, and rehabilitation act.

Last fall, professor Jeffrey 
Gutman and several clinic 
students successfully settled two 
federal Freedom of information 
act cases in which plaintiffs 
sought health care-related 
documents from two federal 
agencies.

small business and 
Community eConomiC 
development CliniC

this clinic provides free start-up 
legal services to Washington d.c. 
area entrepreneurs, nonprofit 
groups, and arts organizations, 
including short-term counseling 
in a broad range of business 
matters such as corporations, 
limited liability, partnerships, 
contracts, commercial lease 
review, and basic intellectual 
property law. the clinic repre-
sents new entrepreneurs and 
nonprofit groups, as well as 
groups that promote community 
economic development.

kya Blackstone (J.d. ’09) says: 
“in the real world, we all have to 
learn how to work with our 
colleagues to analyze legal issues 
and solve problems for our 
clients. in order to ensure this 
outcome, i think it is best that 
we throw away the adversarial 
behavior nurtured in typical legal 
education and learn to collabo-
rate. Beyond the opportunity to 
collaborate, the most rewarding 
aspects of the clinic are the 

continued from page 9

[  i n s i G h t  ]

Professor Jeffrey Gutman advises students in the Public Justice 
Advocacy Clinic.
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relationships we build with our 
clients and the opportunity to be 
a part of the community’s 
development. it’s hard work, but 
it’s worth it.”

Last year the clinic provided 
legal assistance to 22 businesses 
and nonprofit organizations on 
corporate, tax, contract, insur-
ance, regulatory, and intellectual 
property matters, including 
assistance to an environmental 
awareness group, an organization 
working with at-risk youth, and a 
visionary new nonprofit estab-
lished to address racial and 
socioeconomic inequities in 
school systems.

Last fall, the sBced clinic 
represented a community 
development consulting firm 
that is working to revitalize 
low-income communities 
through human capital develop-
ment and job creation. students 
drafted articles of organization 
and an operating agreement for a 
limited liability company, wrote 
contracts, researched regulatory 
requirements, and counseled the 
client on trademark and 
copyright law issues.

in november, the clinic 
co-hosted a professional 
networking event at the Law 
school with the GW Law career 
development office,  the aBa 
Forum on affordable housing 
and community development 
Law, and the Forum’s young 
Lawyers division.  the event 
provided a structured setting for 

law students, new lawyers, and 
experienced attorneys in various 
fields related to affordable 
housing and community 
development law to network and 
learn from one another. 

third-year student Jasmine-
simone Miller says the event 
was valuable: “it was the first 
time i attended a networking 
event completely dedicated to a 
specific practice area. having 
practitioners participating in 
the event helped me answer a 
wide range of questions from 
how to enter this area of law to 
what are some of the challenges 
within the practice.”

vaCCine injury CliniC

students in the vaccine injury 
clinic represent the families of 
young children and adults before 
the U.s. court of Federal claims 
in trial and appellate proceed-
ings. these clients are seeking 
compensation for vaccine-related 
injuries and deaths. the clinic 
represents petitioners nation-
wide who are seeking vaccine-
injury compensation.

arsenio rodriguez (J.d. ’09) 
says: “this clinic provides a 
glimpse into a type of law many 
students are completely unaware 
of. While it’s based mainly on 
health law, it incorporates a 
great deal of litigation, negotia-
tion, and public policy. as a 
result, you have a clinic that 

requires you to feel and act like a 
lawyer early in the process. i 
have negotiated settlements 
with government attorneys, 
advised clients, filed exhibits 
with the government, and 
interacted with several of the 
special Masters in charge of the 
cases in the U.s. court of 
Federal claims. professor peter 
Meyers does a great job of 
letting you work through your 
client’s issues, while providing 
guidance when necessary. i 
encourage all 2Ls and 3Ls to 
enroll in a clinic, and if you want 
an experience that involves a   

unique type of law while 
working closely with clients, 
then i highly recommend the 
vaccine injury clinic.” ★

Professor Susan R. Jones coaches students involved with the Small 
Business and Community Economic Development Clinic.

Professor Peter Meyers

professor Jeffrey Gutman served as an advisor to the •	
transition team of the U.s. department of Justice for the 
incoming administration of president Barack obama.

in March 2008, professor carol izumi received the commu-•	
nity service award from the asian pacific american Bar 
association education Fund. aeF is a d.c. nonprofit 
organization that offers public interest fellowships and other 
professional development programs to law students. izumi 
served on the founding board of the aeF 15 years ago.

in september 2008, professor susan Jones received a •	
certificate of appreciation for “unselfish service to the legal 
community and the district of columbia Bar” for serving  
as a member of the community economic development 
advisory committee from 1998 to 2008 and its vice chair 
from 2002 to 2008.

in december 2007, Justice for children, a national organiza-•	
tion dedicated to protecting children from abuse in the 
context of custody litigation, presented professor Joan Meier 
with an outstanding Leadership award for her litigation, 
trainings, and presentations related to issues of child custody 
and abuse.

professor anne olesen successfully argued the case of •	 State v. 
Coates, 405 Md. 131 (2008), before the Maryland court of 
appeals, the state’s highest appellate court.  in a published 
decision, the court upheld the intermediate court’s determi-
nation that the trial judge had erred in admitting out-of-
court statements made belatedly to a forensic nurse, because 
the statements were not made for the purpose of medical 
treatment or medical diagnosis. ★

[ kudos ]
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Our Student Director

each year, the clinics appoint a 
third-year law student as its 
student director. this director, 
who is enrolled in a clinical 
program, works closely with the 
clinic administration to assist in 
the organization and management 
of all the in-house legal clinics. 
thanks to the long-standing 
generosity of the Jacob & 
charlotte Lehrman Foundation, 
the student director receives a 
partial scholarship.

this year’s student director  
is Maureen McGough. she is 

participating in the immigration 
clinic and has previously 
participated in both the interna-
tional human rights clinic and 
the domestic violence project. 
McGough oversees the clinics’ 
conflict of interest database, 
trains clinic students in protocol 
and case management systems, 
oversees the intake process and 
case management for the civil 
and Family Litigation clinic, 
helps to run the student 
advisory committee, and 

assisted in the production of this 
newsletter.

our faculty, staff, and students 
appreciate McGough’s extraordi-
nary service as student director. 
although she will be a hard act to 
follow, soon we will be accepting 
applications for the student 
director position for the 2009–
2010 academic year. We look 
forward to receiving applications 
from an impressive array of 
public-service minded clinical 
students. ★

Maureen McGough


	Clinical Perspectives: Spring 2009
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1348601292.pdf.ltitC

