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Never think that just because an editor asks [or revisions, and even perhaps states
that pending revisions he/she would like to publish an article, that the article is automat-
cally accepted. You should always convey your best work in your lirst submission. If the
reviewers request revisions, exccule your absolute best the first time, and il, alter revi-
sions, the article is ultimately rejected, it cannot hurt to rework the manuscript and peti-
tion lor onc more chance. Like Brunhilda singing Twilight of the Gods, and that old
saying, “ILisn’t over Gll the fat lady sings,” a manuscript isn'L published 6l it’s published.

Greta Freeman
Universily ol South Carolina Upstate

Turning Rejection Letters Into Positive
Advice

Rejections arc good for aspiring academic writers. The rejection letter is a reality
check and a sober reminder that they still have some additional fine tuning to do. The
positive approach to dealing with rejection leliers is to look for the advice. In other
words, take the comments, il there are any, and rewrite, rewrite, rewrite—this CXErcise
gives you an opportunity to bull and polish a rejected picee of writing mto an accepled
picce of wriling. There arc three thoughts that I have aboul rejection letters.

First, remember that you arc the wriler, the creator, the engincer ol your own work.,
Take control ol what you produce. Focus your atiention on the purpose of your writing
project and then re-engineer your writing sample to reflect what the publisher is looking
for. Let go and let your authentic sell recreate the message you are aiming for in a man-
ner which will impress the publisher. Again, remember, you are the creator of your
works. Develop an cgo and keep ut!

Second, remember that you are not the only onc to receive rejection letlers. Some
[amous authors have reccived rejection aller rejection. The rejection letter is one of the
sieps in being an academic author—it is part of the publishing process. How you handle
rejection will determine how serious you are with your writing.

My third thought is simple: keep in mind that rejection can be a greal motivator, a
sccond chance to get it right.

The ollowing arc some of my strategics [or overcoming the disappointment. ol

rcceiving rejection letters.

» Don't stop wriling. You musl keep the momentum; keep your attention and mind
{ocused on wning.

» Wriling must become a habil. The rejection process must be undersiood as one slep
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in gelling your writing ofl to a betier start. Take time to lament, seream out loud if you
must; bul write all of the time. The volume ol writing you do will give you much
needed practice, and practice will inevitably give you a belter chance ol having your
works acceplied.

e Think of rejection letiers as the voices ol your private wriling consultants. Listen (o the
advice of the publisher; however, don’t lorget that sometimes publishers are biased
and their needs may be prolit centered. I your rejection letler contains reconumnenda-
tions [or improving your manuscript, then you have hit gold—incorporale the recom-
mendations. Rewrite with the goal ol improving your mitial submission. Use the
publisher’s feedback to improve your writing project.

* Do not get frustrated, get cven. When it comes to addressing rejections, light the good
fight. Talk with a talented writer and ask lor advice. Listen to the experienced voice
and incorporale valuable suggestions into your manuscript.

» Take the rejection as an invitation to stroll through the park, dine oul, or attend a

[avorite movie. Pausc lor a moment and do something good lor yoursell, Writers arc

aware that they all too olien have to make sacrilices m order (o produce good writing.

So, when thal rejection letler arrives, view il as a golden opportunily (o do something

for yoursell, shilt gears [or a moment, then get back to work.

Put on your protective armor; don’t let the pain of rejection hurl you. Just be pre-

pared—have paticnce and thick skin. Psychologically, donning your armor gives you a

sense of having some protection [rom the “enemy.” That language may be a litile

harsh, but getting rejection letters is not a laughing matter, especially il you are a len-

ure track [acully member.

My mentor once told me io be tenacious about writing. When rejections come, and
they will, I was advised to be steadfast in my ciforts 1o reline my manuscript and get a
[resh copy back to the editor. Do not give up! Work with conviction, he passionale, and
keep producing new and [resh writing projects.

A linal word about the rejecton letters: 1 receive negative and posilive rejection
letters Irom editors. The positive ones provide sound advice; they recognize my poten-
tial as a writer. The positive rejections are more personal in tone. They show under-
standing, and, in some cases, they show empathy. Do not be discouraged; continue to
aim lor success(ul, published works. The [ollowing is an example ol a positve rejection
letier 1 received:
Dear Sherwood:
My apologies [or the very long delay in getiing back to you. . . I had hoped Lo carve
but the Gme to not just read the material you sen, but to think about the cohesive-
ness of the project, and consider il in the light of the hterature — but kept getting
waylaid by issucs that needed immedile atlention.




I've now found time (o test my first impressions, and regrel (o say that, as il stands, I
don’t think the book will work. The chapters cover too much disparate ground: the
expericnees of both undergraduate and graduate siudents, laculty / classroom issucs,
studcnt allairs, study abroad, and campus-wide diversily inifiatives, T don’l think
there’s enough malerial in any onc arca to make tlis a compelling purchase

for a {zculty member, a student allairs practitioner, or a diversily officer.

1 can see that the book rellects the wide variety of responsibilitics (hat yott have taken
on, and the expertise you have developed, bul regret that { fee] the book necds a
clearer [ocus on a defined audience. As it stands, I believe it would be hard to sell,
Stylus Publishing, LLC / Kumarian Press (20103,

The [act that the publisher took the opportunity (o read my manuscript and pro-
vide some thoughtful comments was greatly appreciated. 1 have taken time lo digest the
publisher’s comments, and I am now in the process of re-thinking the overall project. In
[act, T have decided to construct three manuseripts out of the one submitted. Now, how's
that lor thinking positively about rejection?
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