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Which ideas will shape the microbiology of the future? How will they do so? In our
new series of “mSphere of Influence” commentaries, we ask rising young micro-

biologists to tell us just that. We focus on these young scientists because they are
uniquely capable of seeing the scientific literature in the context of their own 21st-
century education and training.

Our specific request is for our young colleagues to identify an article or a series of
articles that have strongly influenced their thinking and to explain how the paper(s)
helped propel their careers and scientific viewpoints. We ask for brevity rather than an
in-depth scholarly discussion so that our contributors will distill the content and impact
of their chosen article into a succinct message. We see these commentaries as reflective
journal clubs, with a presentation that captures both the essence of the article and its
key influential features.

These commentaries will be valuable to our community in several ways. First, they
will provide a view of how ideas influence and excite people who are entering
microbiology. We might all use that information to inspire and foster the curiosity of
our trainees about our field and profession. Second, they offer a deeper personal
perspective on the impact of a publication than could be gleaned from the number of
times it has been cited, tweeted, or liked. Third, they provide an essential reading list
with unique annotation that conveys the articles’ contributions and sphere of influence.
Our hope is that you will join us in reading not only the commentaries but the original
research articles that have inspired the future of microbiology.

Citation Mitchell A, Blader I, Bradford P,
D’Orazio S, Duprex WP, Ellermeier CD,
Fernandez-Sesma A, Imperiale MJ, McMahon K,
Pasetti MF, Tringe S. 2019. mSphere of
Influence: the view from the microbiologists of
the future. mSphere 4:e00348-19. https://doi
.org/10.1128/mSphere.00348-19.

Copyright © 2019 Mitchell et al. This is an
open-access article distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International license.

Address correspondence to Aaron Mitchell,
apm1@cmu.edu.

Published

EDITORIAL

May/June 2019 Volume 4 Issue 3 e00348-19 msphere.asm.org 1

19 June 2019

 on A
ugust 15, 2019 by guest

http://m
sphere.asm

.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0868-4000
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7783-3818
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1285-2978
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0716-3518
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1716-6376
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8953-5081
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3405-6702
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1218-6458
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7038-026X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0894-4009
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6479-8427
https://doi.org/10.1128/mSphere.00348-19
https://doi.org/10.1128/mSphere.00348-19
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:apm1@cmu.edu
https://msphere.asm.org
http://msphere.asm.org/

	University of Kentucky
	UKnowledge
	6-19-2019

	mSphere of Influence: The View from the Microbiologists of the Future
	Aaron Mitchell
	Ira Blader
	Patricia Bradford
	Sarah E. F. D'Orazio
	W. Paul Duprex
	See next page for additional authors
	Repository Citation
	Authors
	mSphere of Influence: The View from the Microbiologists of the Future
	Notes/Citation Information
	Digital Object Identifier (DOI)


	mSphere of Influence: the View from the Microbiologists of the Future

