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By: Whitney Jones, Staff Member

Costa Concordia, an Italian cruise ship, struck a reef near the Tuscan island of Giglio on January
13, 2012, causing the ship to capsize.[1] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn1) Giglio is an
island that lies within the “Santuario dei Cetacei,” an area declared in 1999 as a “sanctuary for
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marine mammals such as dolphins and whales.”[2] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn2) On
the day the cruise liner made its final stop in Giglio, more than 4,200 people were aboard the
ship, and the current death toll stands at 17 people with more than 15 people still missing.[3]
(file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn3) Also aboard the Costa Concordia was around 500,000
gallons of fuel, immediately causing concerns of potential fuel leaks into the water surrounding
the wreckage.[4] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn4) In fact, the potential leak was
threatening “Europe’s biggest marine park.”[5] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn5)

Fuel extraction through underwater pumping operations began on February 12, 2012 to remove
some of the fuel on board.[6] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn6) As of Sunday, February
19 , the first phase of fuel removal from the capsized cruise liner had been completed.[7]
(file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn7) Prior to the fuel extraction, however, a thick film of
oil had spread from the ship due to weather conditions: “Floating barriers placed around the ship
to protect the water were lifted by winds, allowing the oily film from the ship to spread
throughout the bay… The Italian Port Authority said the leak consisted of a thin sheen of
hydrocarbons.”[8] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn8) Civil Protection director Franco
Gabrielli, however, told the Italian Senate that “although they [the parameters of the water
surrounding the wreckage] are not those of crystalline water, [they] are within the legal limits
and at the moment there are no dangers for the environment.”[9]
(file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn9) The water may be within the “legal limit,” but is it too
late for those animals and our environment that may depend on water above this arbitrary “legal
limit”?

Although clean up and fuel extraction continues, it is uncertain if the cleanup has occurred in
time to avoid any damage to our environment. “Time is critical to removing the more than
500,000 gallons of fuel as deteriorating weather and shifts in the boat’s position increase the risk
of a spill.”[10] (file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn10) As search and rescue operations have
to be continuously suspended for various lengths of time due to weather conditions, anxiety
arises as to whether our environment will ultimately suffer. As Giuseppe Notarbartolo, regional
coordinator for the Mediterranean for the International Union for Conservation of Nature,
correctly concluded: “This is a particularly sensitive area of great environmental value and it just
makes you wonder why on earth such large ships are allowed to go through there. Fuel spills can
cause decade-long damage on local animal and plant populations and must be avoided.”[11]
(file:///C:/Users/Steve/Downloads/#_edn11)

Perhaps that avoidance should come from greater regulations regarding navigation through
certain protected areas of water, such as this marine park in Europe. In the meantime, however,
we must cross our fingers and hope that Mother Nature cooperates as the remaining fuel is
removed from the Costa Concordia wreckage.
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