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By: Lauren Hart, Staff Member

Much of the United States has serious problems with maintaining a natural resource, which is crucial
to anyone’s survival: water.[1] Many places in the U.S. are prone to droughts and some places out
West even must have their water brought in so that those places, and their people, can survive.[2]
Many of these cities, which have such distinct water problems, are growing significantly, and the

water situation is not getting any better.[3]

Utilizing aquifers is a proposed solution to this ever-growing problem.[4] An aquifer is an under-
ground water source that allows for water to be stored and drawn from there.[5] It is typically an
extremely porous rock under the water-table where varying amounts of water can move fluidly
through the rock-face.[6] Water can be added to an aquifer during times of plentiful water and then
extracted when needed during times of drought.[7] Some places are using aquifers in this way
instead of using reservoirs, as they are “natural” and cheaper as they are just “supplementing” the

water already in the aquifer.(8]

The ultimate issue is whether or not this tactic is a good one. Ultimately, it is not. The point of
using an aquifer is to store more useable water. However, one of the major issues with the artificial
use of aquifers is the tendency to create contamination of the water, making it undrinkable and

unusable.[9] For example, if there is pyrite in the rock used for the aquifer, there is a higher
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likelihood of arsenic poisoning...and we all know that is not good to drink.[10] Ultimately, the
chemical make-up that causes this is not the important thing to understand,[11] but what is
important to understand is the impact it has on the people drinking the water and that the impact

on the environment is not positive.[12]

Although aquifer use is a proposed solution, around the country, many states that have previously
used aquifers to store water have been abandoning this course of action due to the enormous
contamination issues associated with its practice. Georgia, which is currently in the process of

bringing this aquifer issue to the forefront, should be wary of any proposals.
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