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Abstract: Phlebotomus papatasi, an Old World sand fly species, is primarily responsible for the
transmission of leishmaniasis, a highly infectious and potentially lethal disease. International travel,
especially military rotations, between domestic locations and P. papatasi-prevalent regions in the
Middle East poses an imminent threat to the public health of US citizens. Because of its small size
and cryptic morphology, identification of P. papatasi is challenging and labor-intensive. Here, we
developed a ribosomal DNA-polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based diagnostic assay that is capable
of detecting P. papatasi genomic DNA from mixed samples containing multiple sand flies native to the
Americas. Serial dilution of P. papatasi samples demonstrated that this diagnostic assay could detect
one P. papatasi from up to 255 non-target sand flies. Due to its simplicity, sensitivity and specificity,
this rapid identification tool is suited for a long-term surveillance program to screen for the presence
of P. papatasi in the continental United States and to reveal geographical regions potentially vulnerable
to sand fly-borne diseases.

Keywords: Phlebotomus papatasi; sand fly-borne diseases; PCR-based diagnostic assay; vector
surveillance; sensitivity and specificity

1. Introduction

Leishmaniasis, a vector-borne disease caused by protozoans, is an often-neglected illness endemic
to a total of 98 primarily tropical and subtropical countries. It is estimated that around 2 million new
cases of leishmaniasis occur each year, the majority of which occur in South America, East Africa and
the Middle East [1]. Of the primary forms of leishmaniasis, the most important are its cutaneous and
visceral forms. Cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) is the most common form of the disease and can cause
severe skin lesions and permanent scarring. Visceral leishmaniasis (VL) is responsible for the majority
of leishmaniasis-linked deaths and can damage the immune system and lead to deadly complications
if untreated [2]. Leishmaniasis is caused by trypanosomes of the genus Leishmania and is transferred
to humans through the bite of an infected female sand fly. Sand flies are a group of morphologically
challenging-to-distinguish species that includes the major vectors of leishmaniasis. Specifically, 98
sand fly species are known or suspected to act as vectors of leishmaniasis, all belonging to the genera
Phlebotomus and Lutzomyia (found in the Old World and New World respectively) [3]. They are
small, rarely exceeding a length of 3.5 mm, and noiseless, rendering their attacks on hosts largely
undetectable [4]. In addition, symptoms of leishmaniasis normally develop 2 to 8 months after being
bitten, obscuring the link between the bite of a sand fly and the onset of disease. Considering the threat
posed by leishmaniasis, it is important to establish vector surveillance programs for Phlebotomine
sand flies in regions where they are suspected to exist or become established.
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Although leishmaniasis is generally considered a tropical disease, a steady range expansion has
been observed in both the parasite itself and the sand flies that vector it. Of the New World sand flies,
Lutzomyia shannoni has the largest geographic distribution, ranging from Argentina to the southeastern
United States [5]. Laboratory studies have shown that L. shannoni is capable of transmitting Leishmania
panamaensis [6] and Leishmania mexicana [7], both of which cause CL. A 2010 survey on the distribution
of sand flies in Kentucky recorded the presence of L. shannoni in the area, indicating a northward
expansion of its habitat towards the central US [8]. Similarly, the range of Leishmania has also expanded
throughout regions of Texas, where it is now considered endemic [9,10]. Cases of leishmaniasis have
also been reported in the states of Oklahoma [11] and North Dakota [12]. This range expansion
coincides with the discovery of Old World sand flies and Leishmania species in previously non-endemic
regions of Europe [13–15]. An increase in cases of canine leishmaniasis has also been observed in
Europe, which is of concern in part because dogs act as reservoirs from which the disease can spread
to humans [16]. Furthermore, simulation studies focused on the future distribution of sand flies in
regions such as North America [17], Central America [18], Europe [19] and southwestern Asia [20]
suggest that an increase in temperature and humidity, due to global warming, can allow flies to survive
in previously uninhabitable areas. While climate change is generally viewed as a major factor in
current and future sand fly range expansion, it should be noted that other factors—such as increased
cross-border travel and changes in reservoir populations—are more likely to have immediate impacts.

In the United States, military involvement in the Middle East has raised public health concerns
involving the introduction of sand fly-vectored diseases. This region is home to Phlebotomus papatasi,
the principal vector for cutaneous leishmaniasis in the Old World. Phlebotomus papatasi transmits
Leishmania major, which requires both a sand fly and a mammalian host to complete its development.
Leishmania major is ingested by P. papatasi in its amastigote form, where it replicates and is later
injected into a mammalian host as a promastigote [21]. Phlebotomus papatasi comprises either a majority
or a significant portion of sand fly trap captures in the Middle East and Egypt [22–26], including
Iran where CL is especially prevalent [27–29]. Currently, P. papatasi has not yet been found in the
New World. However, troop rotations between endemic regions and domestic military bases might
introduce leishmaniasis to US soil [30]. From 2001 to 2006, around 1300 incidences of leishmaniasis
were diagnosed in United States military personnel who were returning from Afghanistan and Iraq [31].
Infected exotic sand flies, such as P. papatasi, may be carried back to the continental US by returning
patients, military equipment and supplies. Exotic species may further transmit the disease to local
mammalian reservoirs, which could then spread Leishmania parasites to local sand fly populations such
as L. shannoni. However, it is unknown whether New World sand fly species are competent vectors of
Le. major. At least two native sand fly species, L. shannoni and L. vexator, were previously captured
and identified at Fort Campbell, Kentucky [32]. Transport of infected sand flies from regions where
leishmaniasis is endemic has the potential to expose portions of the US population to the threat of sand
fly-vectored diseases.

Given the potential threat of introducing exotic sand fly species to the United States, in the
short-term through global trade and international travel and in the long-term through global warming,
it is important to establish a surveillance program to monitor the invasion of these disease vectors.
Current taxonomic keys are based extensively on subtle morphological traits such as genitalia and the
cibarium in the head, which require time and expertise to identify [5]. The overall goal of this study
was to develop a fast, easy and cost-effective diagnostic assay for P. papatasi detection. To achieve this,
we designed and tested a PCR-based diagnostic assay utilizing the P. papatasi salivary apyrase gene as
a molecular marker and then examined its sensitivity in vivo and specificity in silico.
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2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Sand Fly Collection and Storage

Lutzomyia shannoni and Lutzomyia vexator specimens were collected from field sites during 2008 at
the Fort Campbell Army Installation near Clarksville, TN and the University of Kentucky’s Western
Research and Education Center in Princeton, KY using standard Center for Disease Control (CDC) light
traps (Model 512, John W. Hock, Gainesville, FL, USA). Phlebotomus papatasi specimens originating from
Israel, Jordan, North Sinai and Turkey were obtained from lab colonies maintained by the Walter Reed
Army Institute of Research in Maryland. Specimens of Lutzomyia longipalpis originating from Brazil
were also obtained from a lab colony maintained by Kansas State University. Lutzomyia longipalpis
was chosen as a third representative species that is native to the Americas, although its native range is
confined to Central and South America.

Sand flies were stored in 95% ethanol upon removal from −20 ◦C storage. Individual
specimens were temporarily removed from ethanol for dissection of the heads and last 2–3 abdominal
segments. Dissected body parts were placed in separate wells of 0.25 mL PCR strip tubes along with
approximately 0.2 mL of a lactic acid-phenol based commercial clearing solution (Bioquip Inc. Rancho
Dominguez, CA, USA) for subsequent taxonomic identification. The remainder of each specimen
was individually stored in centrifuge tubes with 95% ethanol and labeled with specimen accession
numbers. Specimen vouchers of field collected material were retained in the collection of the Public
Health Entomology Laboratory at the University of Kentucky.

2.2. Taxonomic Identification

The head and last 2–3 abdominal segments of each specimen were cleared and processed using
a modification of the methods presented in Reference [33] with commercial clearing solution used
as a substitute for boiling sodium hydroxide. The fly fragments were temporarily mounted on glass
microscope slides for viewing at 20× magnification under a compound light microscope and then
identified to species using a morphological key [34].

2.3. Genomic DNA Extraction and Sample Preparation

Remaining portions of specimens were individually dried in a rotary evaporator to remove
ethanol. A single 2.5 mm glass bead was added to each tube along with 75 µL of PCR nanopure water.
Tubes were placed in a Mini beadbeater (BioSpec Products Inc., Bartlesville, OK, USA) for 1.5 min of
grinding. DNA slurries were mixed with 180 µL ATL lysis buffer (Qiagen Inc., Hilden, Germany) and
20 µL Proteinase K (Qiagen Inc.) and incubated overnight on a dry heating block at 56 ◦C. The standard
DNAeasy Tissue Kit (Qiagen Inc.) extraction protocol was followed from this point on, ending with
two final elutions in 100 µL of buffer AE. The DNA concentration of each sample was determined
using a NanoDrop ND-1000 Spectrophotometer (Thermo Fisher Scientific, Waltham, MA, USA).

Individual sand fly DNA samples were sorted according to species identification. Artificially
mixed samples of L. shannoni, L. vexator and L. longipalpis were made by combining individual samples
of the same concentration from the three species with a 1:1:1 ratio. Sand fly DNA mixtures were
prepared by adding one P. papatasi specimen to each of these mixed samples. Individual P. papatasi
samples from Israel, Jordan, North Sinai and Turkey were subjected to a serial dilution with ddH20 or
sand fly DNA mixtures described above.

2.4. Primer Design

The complete CDS of the mammalian-like lipase (accession number: AY179968) and salivary
apyrase (accession number: AF261768) Phlebotomus papatasi mRNA sequences were obtained from
NCBI. Both were subjected to Blastn analysis and searched against all insect nucleotide entries. Of
the top 100 Blastn results, sequences belonging to the Phlebotomine sand flies, including the query
sequence, were retained for multiple sequence alignment with MUltiple Sequence Comparison by
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Log-Expectation (MUSCLE) [35]. Three primer sets were designed for each mRNA within the regions
with the lowest homogeneity. Table 1 shows the sequence for the primer sets along with the expected
length of amplified products.

Table 1. Sequences of primer sets tested for diagnostic use, with expected amplicon length.

Gene Accession Number Primer Sequence (5′-3′) Amplicion Length (bp)

Mammalian-like lipse AY179968 LIP1F CTGCGAGGCCAACGTGGACA 132
LIP1R GCGCAGAGGTCACAGAGGTCG
LIP2F CCGGCCACTACGGTGTTGAGG 135
LIP2R CCAGTTCCGACGATCGATTT
LIP3F ACGTCACACTCTTCCCCAAC 172
LIP3R TAGTCGCACTTGGCCTTCTT

Salivary apyrase AF261768 APY1F ACAAAGGACGAGGAGCTGAA 178
APY1R GTTGCCCATTCTGCCTTAAA
APY2F TGGCACGAAGCTGTTAATTG 228
APY1R GTCA TCAC TATC GGGG AGGA
APY3F ACCA ATGC AGAC CTCA TTCC 174
APY3R TTTG ATCC AGAG GGAG TTGC

2.5. PCR Amplification

Sand fly DNA samples were amplified using the designed primer sets and iQ™ SYBR® Green
Supermix. Each reaction contained 10.0 µL of enzyme supermix, 1.0 µL of template DNA, 1.0 µL of
forward primer and reverse primer each and 7.0 µL of ddH20. PCR was performed in accordance with
the supermix manufacturer’s protocol. PCR was carried out in a thermal cycler with the following
cycling conditions: initial denaturing at 94 ◦C for 3 min; 40 cycles of 15 s denaturing at 94 ◦C, 30 s
annealing at 55 ◦C and 30 s extension at 72 ◦C; and a final extension at 72 ◦C for 5 min.

PCR products were validated using gel electrophoresis. Amplified products were visualized on
1.5% agarose gels stained with Gelred (Biotium Inc., Fremont, CA, USA, Cat. # 41002) in 0.5× TBE
buffer, which was run at 80V for 30 min. A 1000 plus base pair DNA ladder (1KB plus Gene Ruler™,
Fermentas Inc., Burlington, MA, USA, Cat. # SM1333) was used as the molecular size marker.

2.6. In Silico Analysis of the Specificity of the Selected Diagnostic Marker

After being selected as the diagnostic marker, the specificity of P. papatasi salivary apyrase (APY)
mRNA primer set 2 was analyzed bioinformatically. First, a nucleotide search was conducted on
NCBI with the items “salivary” and “apyrase” and the results were restricted to Psychodidae. All
returned sequences were aligned using MUSCLE [35] and edited by Mega7 [36]. Another MUSCLE
alignment was conducted between the APY primer set 2 product and aligned sequences from the
previous step using EMBL-EBI (European Bioinformatics Institute), to generate a percent identity
matrix. Pair-wise comparison between the APY primer set 2 product and returned sand fly APY
sequences was carried out following the resultant matrix. Second, the APY primer set 2 product was
subjected to Blastn search against nucleotide entries in all organisms. Program selection was optimized
to “Somewhat similar sequences (blastn).” Returned sequences were compared by query coverage
and percent identity. Information regarding the sources of the returned sequences was summarized in
Tables S1 and S2.

3. Results

In order to differentiate the exotic sand fly species P. papatasi from native L. shannoni and L.
vexator, our candidate primer sets should be able to only amplify PCR products from P. papatasi
genomic DNA. Figure 1 displays the band patterns for amplifications using different sand fly DNA
and different primer sets. For reactions using the three mammalian-like lipase (LIP) primer sets,
bands corresponding to P. papatasi can be visualized at approximately 130, 130 and 180 bp respectively.
However, bands corresponding to non-target species were also observed in reactions using LIP primer
sets 1 and 3. Reactions with salivary apyrase (APY) primer sets yielded bands at approximately 170,
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230 and 170 bp for P. papatasi. Among them, amplified products of APY primer set 2 exhibited the
most intense band for P. papatasi without additional bands for other species, such as the band for
L. shannoni found in primer set 1. Therefore, this primer set was selected as the diagnostic marker for
the subsequent sensitivity testing.
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Figure 1. Selection of the diagnostic primer set for Phlebotomus papatasi. To search for P. papatasi-specific
markers, two nucleus genes, salivary apyrase (accession number: AF261768); (A) and mammalian-like
lipase (accession number: AY179968); (B) were used in this study. Three primer sets were designed
for each mRNA within the regions with the lowest homogeneity. Primer sequences and projected
amplicon sizes were listed in Table 1. Some bands of very low intensity were visible after running the
gel but are not visible in photos. Notably, bands pertaining to all three non-target species appear when
LIP primer set 3 is used.

When APY primer set 2 was compared with all sand fly APY transcripts, 135 results were returned.
After MUSCLE alignment and editing, 98 sequences remained. Most of the sequences ranged from 40%
to 70% percent identity with the primer set 2 product, as shown in Figure 2. 53 sequences’ identities
were between 40% and 50%, 24 were between 50% and 60% and 12 were between 60% and 70%. There
were only 4 sequences with identities higher than 80%, all of them belonging to either P. papatasi or
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P. duboscqi. Information on the identities of the apyrase transcripts with the greatest sequence identity
can be found in Table S1.
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Figure 2. Specificity of P. papatasi salivary apyrase primer set 2. MUltiple Sequence Comparison by
Log-Expectation (MUSCLE) was used to align and compare the sequence identity of the PCR product
generated by the primer set 2 of P. papatasi salivary apyrase with 98 apyrase transcripts in other sand
flies. (A) The distribution of the number of apyrase transcripts across different range of percent identity;
(B) The number of apyrase transcripts from different species in Phlebotomus.

The Blastn results with the highest sequence identity are shown in Table S2. 33 results were
returned from the Blastn search across 4 kingdoms: Animalia, Plantae, Fungi and Bacteria. 23 of
the sequences were from animals, of which 12 sequences belonged to insects and half of the insects’
sequences belonged to sand flies. Among all returned results, only 4 of them had a more than 50%
query coverage: 2 from P. papatasi (100%) and 2 from P. duboscqi (99%) with over 87% percent identity,
which indicated a significant match with the APY primer set 2 product.
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To test the sensitivity of the primer set, we investigated the effect of sample dilution on the
amplification of PCR products. Figure 3 illustrates the visibility of PCR products amplified from
P. papatasi DNA samples diluted with either ddH20 or artificial DNA mixes of the three non-target
native species (L. shannoni, L. vexator and L. longipalpis).Insects 2018, 9, x FOR PEER REVIEW  7 of 12 

 

 
Figure 3. Sensitivity of PCR-based diagnostic assay. To examine the sensitivity of this diagnostic 
assay, P. papatasi samples were diluted into ddH20 (A) or sand-fly DNA mixtures (B). In addition, the 
number of PCR cycles also contributed to the sensitivity of this rapid detection method. Dilution 
factor based on serial dilution ranged from 0- to 256-fold. 

After 50 cycles, in both dilution strategies, bands of amplified product were visible up to the 
256th-fold dilution level. Figure 4 illustrates the visibility of PCR products amplified from diluted P. 
papatasi DNA samples originating from Israel, Jordan, North Sinai and Turkey via APY primer set 2. 
Bands were visible at the 256th-fold dilution level in all but the Turkey sample, where bands were 
visible up to the 16th-fold dilution. 

 
Figure 4. Validation of sensitivity. Field-collected P. papatasi samples from Israel, Jordan, North Sinai 
and Turkey were, respectively, subjected to a serial dilution with ddH20 (A) or artificially mixed sand 
fly DNA samples (B) including L. shannoni, L. vexator and L. longipalpis. Dilution factor based on serial 
dilution comprised 0 (0), 1 (1), 2 (2), 3 (4), 4 (8), 5 (16), 6 (32), 7 (64), 8 (128) and 9 (256). 

4. Discussion 

Previously, members of our lab developed and tested a PCR-restriction fragment length 
polymorphism (RFLP)-based assay for the differentiation of sand fly species using the mitochondrial 
cytochrome oxidase 1 (CO1) gene [37]. Here, we demonstrate the use of a similar PCR-based assay as 
an effective form of surveillance in the detection of non-endemic P. papatasi sand flies. PCR-RFLP has 
been used extensively in regions where leishmaniasis is endemic as a means of identification for both 
sand fly [38–42] and Leishmania [27–29] species. In addition to PCR-RFLP, DNA barcoding [43–47] 

Figure 3. Sensitivity of PCR-based diagnostic assay. To examine the sensitivity of this diagnostic assay,
P. papatasi samples were diluted into ddH20 (A) or sand-fly DNA mixtures (B). In addition, the number
of PCR cycles also contributed to the sensitivity of this rapid detection method. Dilution factor based
on serial dilution ranged from 0- to 256-fold.

After 50 cycles, in both dilution strategies, bands of amplified product were visible up to the
256th-fold dilution level. Figure 4 illustrates the visibility of PCR products amplified from diluted
P. papatasi DNA samples originating from Israel, Jordan, North Sinai and Turkey via APY primer set
2. Bands were visible at the 256th-fold dilution level in all but the Turkey sample, where bands were
visible up to the 16th-fold dilution.
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Figure 4. Validation of sensitivity. Field-collected P. papatasi samples from Israel, Jordan, North Sinai
and Turkey were, respectively, subjected to a serial dilution with ddH20 (A) or artificially mixed sand
fly DNA samples (B) including L. shannoni, L. vexator and L. longipalpis. Dilution factor based on serial
dilution comprised 0 (0), 1 (1), 2 (2), 3 (4), 4 (8), 5 (16), 6 (32), 7 (64), 8 (128) and 9 (256).
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4. Discussion

Previously, members of our lab developed and tested a PCR-restriction fragment length
polymorphism (RFLP)-based assay for the differentiation of sand fly species using the mitochondrial
cytochrome oxidase 1 (CO1) gene [37]. Here, we demonstrate the use of a similar PCR-based assay
as an effective form of surveillance in the detection of non-endemic P. papatasi sand flies. PCR-RFLP
has been used extensively in regions where leishmaniasis is endemic as a means of identification for
both sand fly [38–42] and Leishmania [27–29] species. In addition to PCR-RFLP, DNA barcoding [43–47]
and matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time of flight mass spectrometry [48–50] have also
been used to differentiate sand fly species. In comparison to other methods of identification, the PCR
basis of our assay removes the need for DNA sequencing and requires only rudimentary equipment to
perform. In addition, it is tuned specifically towards detection of P. papatasi sand flies, which allows
the assay to produce completely unambiguous results. Finally, our assay can detect P. paptasi DNA
even when it is homogenized with other insect samples, making it ideal as a means of monitoring
P. papatasi presence using light trap captures.

Previous studies using P. papatasi revealed that mammalian-like lipase (LIP) is a major protein
involved in the secretions of female reproductive accessory glands [51]. Considering that the anatomy
of internal reproductive organs is used for sand fly species identification, differences in morphology
may reflect on the mRNA sequence of the LIP protein. Research on salivary apyrase (APY) in P. papatasi
also indicates that this protein family is highly diverse in hematophagous arthropods [52]. For both
proteins, their corresponding mRNAs can be potentially utilized for species identification. Blast
searches against insect nucleotide entries generally resulted in low homogeneity with other species,
with the only exception being that P. papatasi and P. duboscqi from Mali share 90% identity with the
APY mRNA. This similarity has been verified previously [53]. Phlebotomus duboscqi’s native range
overlaps with that of P. papatasi and it is also capable of carrying Leishmania [3,54]. Thus, although it
is likely that our surveillance system yields a positive result with P. duboscqi DNA, this exception is
acceptable due to the risk posed by this species.

Multiple sequence alignment for mammalian-like lipase (LIP) and salivary apyrase (APY) of
P. papatasi and related sand fly species revealed conserved domains among closely related sand fly
species. As denoted in Figure 4, primer sets were preferably selected at disparate regions in the
alignment. If the conserved region was overwhelmingly long as in the case of salivary apyrase,
high-scoring segment pair (HSP) regions between P. papatasi and non-target species would be used
as the secondary selection criteria. This design strategy is intended to improve the probability of
obtaining species-specific primer sets at the bioinformatics level.

Candidate primer sets were evaluated on DNA samples of four sand fly species to ensure that
a sufficient level of specificity was achieved to distinguish P. papatasi from non-target species. APY
primer set 2 was able to amplify DNA samples of P. papatasi but no other species, indicating a strong
and specific binding of the primer set to P. papatasi DNA. Other primer sets yielded bands exhibiting
various degrees of anomaly including weak intensity, the presence of multiple bands and band
deformation. These anomalies were probably due to unspecific binding to DNA samples of non-target
species. The length of amplified products was generally in accordance with the expected values
predicted from mRNA sequences, indicating the absence of introns and splicing variants that could
affect primer positions.

Subsequently, we investigated the sensitivity of APY primer set 2 by diluting P. papatasi samples
with ddH20 and DNA mixes of non-target sand flies. Phlebotomus papatasi is a sand fly species which
poses an invasion threat to the US. At the initial stage of a potential invasion, the number of P. papatasi
that are present in CDC traps would be extremely limited, which poses a great challenge to its detection
from a pool of insect DNA mixtures. Nevertheless, APY primer set 2 was able to detect and amplify
P. papatasi originating from most regions up to the ninth dilution level, indicating an equivalent
identification power of detecting one P. papatasi from 255 native sand fly individuals. Due to possible
contamination of the Turkey DNA sample, bands above the fifth dilution level were not readily visible,
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which is equivalent to detecting one P. papatasi from 15 native sand fly individuals. Compared to
the clear gel background of the ddH20 dilution group, some barely visible bands at 300 bp were
present in the DNA mix dilution group. While the intensity of the target band at around 140bp was
not greatly affected, the presence of irreverent bands illustrates the influence of non-target DNA on
P. papatasi detection.

5. Conclusions

In conclusion, our PCR-based assay can successfully detect the presence of P. papatasi genomic
DNA from DNA mixtures consisting of native sand fly species. Our next goal is to apply our assay to
captures from standard CDC light traps acquired from Spindletop Farm, a research farm located near
the University of Kentucky, and Fort Campbell, Kentucky as a means of field validation. If successful,
development of a mobile field kit is also a possibility, to allow technicians to analyze trap captures
on-site. Furthermore, it may also be possible to adapt our assay for use in detecting exotic sand fly
species in other regions at risk of invasion, including Europe and the Middle East. The most effective
time window for any surveillance strategy is prior to or during the initial stage of invasion when
introduced populations of non-native species have yet to become established. Using readily available
PCR technologies, our detection strategy achieves significant levels of sensitivity and specificity while
theoretically reducing the time, labor, cost and expertise required by traditional surveillance strategies
based on either morphological traits, molecular features, or both.

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at http://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/9/4/162/s1,
Table S1: Sequence comparison between P. papatasi salivary apyrase primer set 2 product and apyrase transcripts
in other sand flies, Table S2: Sequence comparison between P. papatasi salivary apyrase primer set 2 product and
top blastn hits.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, X.Z.; methodology, X.Z.; investigation, T.Y.; data analysis and curation,
A.M., J.S. and X.Z.; writing-original draft preparation, T.Y. and A.M.; writing-review and editing, A.M. and X.Z.;
visualization, A.M., J.S. and X.Z.; resources, supervision, project administration and funding acquisition, X.Z.

Funding: This research was funded by a start-up fund and a gift fund to X.Z. The funders had no role in the
design of the study; in the collection, analyses, or interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript, or in the
decision to publish the results.

Acknowledgments: The authors thank Michelle Collocicco and Edward Rowton of the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research for providing the specimens of Phlebotomus papatasii and Marcello Ramalho-Ortigao of
Kansas State University for providing the specimens of Lutzomyia longipalpis. Special thanks go to Logan Minter
for the identification of sand fly species, Grayson C. Brown for his comments on an earlier draft, and anonymous
reviewers for their constructive comments on the manuscript. The information reported in this paper is part of a
project of the Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station and is published with the approval of the Director.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Alvar, J.; Velez, I.D.; Bern, C.; Herrero, M.; Desjeux, P.; Cano, J.; Jannin, J.; den Boer, M.; WHO Leishmaniasis
Control Team. Leishmaniasis worldwide and global estimates of its incidence. PLoS ONE 2012, 7, e35671.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. World Health Organization. Leishmaniasis: Fact Sheet. Available online: http://www.who.int/news-room/
fact-sheets/detail/leishmaniasis (accessed on 14 September 2018).

3. Maroli, M.; Feliciangeli, M.D.; Bichaud, L.; Charrel, R.N.; Gradoni, L. Phlebotomine sandflies and the
spreading of leishmaniases and other diseases of public health concern. Med. Vet. Entomol. 2013, 27, 123–147.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Molyneux, D.H.; Ashford, R.W. The Biology of Trypanosoma and Leishmania, Parasites of Man and Domestic
Animals; Taylor & Francis Ltd.: London, UK, 1983; ISBN 0850662427.

5. Young, D.G.; Duran, M.A. Guide to the Identification and Geographic Distribution of Lutzomyia Sand Flies in
Mexico, the West. Indies, Central and South. America (Diptera: Psychodidae); Walter Reed Army Inst of Research:
Washington, DC, USA, 1994.

http://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/9/4/162/s1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0035671
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22693548
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/leishmaniasis
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/leishmaniasis
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2915.2012.01034.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22924419


Insects 2018, 9, 162 10 of 12

6. Ferro, C.; Cardenas, E.; Corredor, D.; Morales, A.; Munstermann, L.E. Life cycle and fecundity analysis of
Lutzomyia shannoni (Dyar) (Diptera: Psychodidae). Mem. Inst. Oswaldo Cruz 1998, 93, 195–199. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

7. Lawyer, P.G.; Young, D.G. Experimental transmission of Leishmania mexicana to hamsters by bites of
phlebotomine sand flies (Diptera: Psychodidae) from the United States. J. Med. Entomol. 1987, 24, 458–462.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

8. Minter, L.M. Mesoscale Spatial and Temporal Distribution of Lutzomyia spp. (Diptera: Psychodidae) in Deciduous
Habitats of the Eastern United States; University of Kentucky: Lexington, KY, USA, 2010.

9. McIlwee, B.E.; Weis, S.E.; Hosler, G.A. Incidence of endemic human cutaneous leishmaniasis in the United
States. JAMA Dermatol. 2018, 154, 1032–1039. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

10. Kipp, E.J.; Mariscal, J.; Armijos, R.X.; Weigel, M.; Waldrup, K. Genetic evidence of enzootic leishmaniasis
in a stray canine and Texas mouse from sites in west and central Texas. Mem. Inst. Oswaldo Cruz 2016, 111,
652–654. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

11. Clarke, C.F.; Bradley, K.K.; Wright, J.H.; Glowicz, J. Case report: Emergence of autochthonous cutaneous
leishmaniasis in northeastern Texas and southeastern Oklahoma. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg. 2013, 88, 157–161.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Douvoyiannis, M.; Khromachou, T.; Byers, N.; Hargreaves, J.; Murray, H.W. Cutaneous leishmaniasis in
North Dakota. Clin. Infect. Dis. 2014, 59, e73–e75. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

13. Aspock, H.; Gerersdorfer, T.; Formayer, H.; Walochnik, J. Sandflies and sandfly-borne infections of humans in
Central Europe in the light of climate change. Wien. Klin. Wochenschr. 2008, 120, 24–29. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Vaselek, S.; Ayhan, N.; Oguz, G.; Erisoz Kasap, O.; Savic, S.; Di Muccio, T.; Gradoni, L.; Ozbel, Y.; Alten, B.;
Petric, D. Sand fly and Leishmania spp. survey in Vojvodina (Serbia): First detection of Leishmania infantum
DNA in sand flies and the first record of Phlebotomus (Transphlebotomus) mascittii Grassi, 1908. Parasites Vectors
2017, 10, 444. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Poeppl, W.; Obwaller, A.G.; Weiler, M.; Burgmann, H.; Mooseder, G.; Lorentz, S.; Rauchenwald, F.; Aspock, H.;
Walochnik, J.; Naucke, T.J. Emergence of sandflies (Phlebotominae) in Austria, a Central European country.
Parasitol. Res. 2013, 112, 4231–4237. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

16. Ready, P.D. Managing the spread of canine leishmaniosis in Europe. Vet. Rec. 2017, 180, 44–46. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

17. Gonzalez, C.; Wang, O.; Strutz, S.E.; Gonzalez-Salazar, C.; Sanchez-Cordero, V.; Sarkar, S. Climate change
and risk of leishmaniasis in North America: Predictions from ecological niche models of vector and reservoir
species. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2010, 4, e585. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

18. Moo-Llanes, D.A.; Pech-May, A.; Ibarra-Cerdena, C.N.; Rebollar-Tellez, E.A.; Ramsey, J.M. Inferring
distributional shifts of epidemiologically important North and Central American sandflies from Pleistocene
to future scenarios. Med. Vet. Entomol. 2018. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

19. Trájer, A.J.; Bede-Fazekas, Á.; Hufnagel, L.; Horváth, L.; Bobvos, J. The effect of climate change on the
potential distribution of the European Phlebotomus species. Appl. Ecol. Environ. Res. 2013, 11, 189–208.
[CrossRef]

20. Cross, E.R.; Hyams, K.C. The potential effect of global warming on the geographic and seasonal distribution
of Phlebotomus papatasi in southwest Asia. Environ. Health Perspect. 1996, 104, 724–727. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

21. Bates, P.A. Transmission of Leishmania metacyclic promastigotes by phlebotomine sand flies. Int. J. Parasitol.
2007, 37, 1097–1106. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

22. Haddad, N.; Saliba, H.; Altawil, A.; Villinsky, J.; Al-Nahhas, S. Cutaneous leishmaniasis in the central
provinces of Hama and Edlib in Syria: Vector identification and parasite typing. Parasites Vectors 2015, 8, 524.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

23. Orshan, L.; Elbaz, S.; Ben-Ari, Y.; Akad, F.; Afik, O.; Ben-Avi, I.; Dias, D.; Ish-Shalom, D.; Studentsky, L.;
Zonstein, I. Distribution and dispersal of Phlebotomus papatasi (Diptera: Psychodidae) in a zoonotic cutaneous
leishmaniasis focus, the Northern Negev, Israel. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 2016, 10, e0004819. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

24. Ali, R.M.; Loutfy, N.F.; Awad, O.M.; Suliman, N.K. Bionomics of phlebotomine sandfly species in west
Alexandria, Egypt. J. Entomol. Zool. Stud. 2016, 4, 349–353.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0074-02761998000200011
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9698892
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/jmedent/24.4.458
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3625721
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamadermatol.2018.2133
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30046836
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/0074-02760160225
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27759765
http://dx.doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.2012.11-0717
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23185078
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciu386
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24850800
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00508-008-1072-8
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19066768
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13071-017-2386-z
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28950895
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00436-013-3615-9
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24126902
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/vr.j86
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28082700
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0000585
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20098495
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/mve.12326
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30039583
http://dx.doi.org/10.15666/aeer/1102_189208
http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.96104724
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8841757
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpara.2007.04.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17517415
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13071-015-1147-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26459055
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004819
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27427959


Insects 2018, 9, 162 11 of 12

25. Haouas, N.; Amer, O.; Alshammri, F.F.; Al-Shammari, S.; Remadi, L.; Ashankyty, I. Cutaneous leishmaniasis
in northwestern Saudi Arabia: Identification of sand fly fauna and parasites. Parasites Vectors 2017, 10, 544.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Ozbel, Y.; Karakus, M.; Arserim, S.K.; Kalkan, S.O.; Toz, S. Molecular detection and identification of
Leishmania spp. in naturally infected Phlebotomus tobbi and Sergentomyia dentata in a focus of human and
canine leishmaniasis in western Turkey. Acta Trop. 2016, 155, 89–94. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

27. Zivdari, M.; Hejazi, S.H.; Mirhendi, S.H.; Jafari, R.; Rastegar, H.A.; Abtahi, S.M. Molecular identification of
leishmania parasites in sand flies (Diptera, Psychodidae) of an endemic foci in Poldokhtar, Iran. Adv. Biomed.
Res. 2018, 7, 124. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

28. Vahabi, A.; Rassi, Y.; Oshaghi, M.; Sayyadi, M.; Rafizadeh, S. Detection of Leishmania major DNA within
wild caught Phlebotomus papatasi and species composition of sand flies in endemic focus of cutaneous
leishmaniasis, in western Iran. J. Parasit. Dis. 2016, 40, 69–74. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

29. Rafizadeh, S.; Saraei, M.; Abaei, M.R.; Oshaghi, M.A.; Mohebali, M.; Peymani, A.; Naserpour-Farivar, T.;
Bakhshi, H.; Rassi, Y. Molecular detection of Leishmania major and L. turanica in Phlebotomus papatasi and
first natural infection of P. salehi to L. major in North-East of Iran. J. Arthropod. Borne Dis. 2016, 10, 141–147.
[PubMed]

30. Kovacic, B.W. The Presence of Populations of Phlebotominae at Fort Campbell, Kentucky; University of Kentucky:
Lexington, KY, USA, 2007.

31. Aronson, N. Leishmaniasis in relation to service in Iraq/Afghanistan, U.S. armed forces, 2001–2006. Med.
Surv. Mon. Rep. 2007, 14, 2–5.

32. Minter, L.; Kovacic, B.; Claborn, D.M.; Lawyer, P.; Florin, D.; Brown, G. New state records for Lutzomyia
shannoni and Lutzomyia vexator. J. Med. Entomol. 2009, 46, 965–968. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

33. Maroli, M.; Fausto, A.M.; Sabatinelli, G.; Majori, G. Phlebotomines (Diptera, Psychodidae) from Burkina
Faso. A note on the sandfly species collected in domestic resting sites. Ann. Parasitol. Hum. Comp. 1986, 61,
683–688. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

34. Young, D.; Perkins, P. Phlebotomine sand flies of North America (Diptera: Psychodidae) [Lutzomyia].
Mosquito News (USA) 1984, 44, 263–304.

35. Edgar, R.C. MUSCLE: Multiple sequence alignment with high accuracy and high throughput. Nucleic Acids
Res. 2004, 32, 1792–1797. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

36. Kumar, S.; Stecher, G.; Tamura, K. MEGA7: Molecular Evolutionary Genetics Analysis Version 7.0 for Bigger
Datasets. Mol. Biol. Evol. 2016, 33, 1870–1874. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

37. Minter, L.M.; Yu, T.; Florin, D.A.; Nukmal, N.; Brown, G.C.; Zhou, X. Molecular identification of sand flies
(Diptera: Psychodidae) in Eastern North America by using PCR-RFLP. J. Med. Entomol. 2013, 50, 920–924.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

38. Alam, M.S.; Kato, H.; Fukushige, M.; Wagatsuma, Y.; Itoh, M. Application of RFLP-PCR-based identification
for sand fly surveillance in an area endemic for kala-azar in Mymensingh, Bangladesh. J. Parasitol. Res. 2012,
2012, 467821. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

39. Fujita, M.; Kato, H.; Cáceres, A.G.; Gomez, E.A.; Velez, L.; Mimori, T.; Zhang, F.; Iwata, H.; Korenaga, M.;
Sakurai, T. Genotyping of sand fly species in Peruvian Andes where leishmaniasis is endemic. Acta Trop.
2012, 121, 93–98. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

40. Latrofa, M.S.; Annoscia, G.; Dantas-Torres, F.; Traversa, D.; Otranto, D. Towards a rapid molecular
identification of the common phlebotomine sand flies in the Mediterranean region. Vet. Parasitol. 2012, 184,
267–270. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

41. Dokianakis, E.; Tsirigotakis, N.; Christodoulou, V.; Poulakakis, N.; Antoniou, M. DNA sequencing confirms
PCR-RFLP identification of wild caught Larroussius sand flies from Crete and Cyprus. Acta Trop. 2016, 164,
314–320. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

42. Al-Dakhil, A.A.; Al-Ajmi, R.A.; Siddiqi, N.J.; Ayaad, T.H. Molecular typing of phlebotomine sand flies in
al-madinah and asir regions, Saudi Arabia using PCR–RFLP of 18S ribosomal RNA gene. Saudi J. Biol. Sci.
2017, 24, 1697–1703. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

43. Nzelu, C.O.; Caceres, A.G.; Arrunategui-Jimenez, M.J.; Lanas-Rosas, M.F.; Yanez-Trujillano, H.H.;
Luna-Caipo, D.V.; Holguin-Mauricci, C.E.; Katakura, K.; Hashiguchi, Y.; Kato, H. DNA barcoding for
identification of sand fly species (Diptera: Psychodidae) from leishmaniasis-endemic areas of Peru. Acta Trop.
2015, 145, 45–51. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13071-017-2497-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29096693
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2015.12.018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26747008
http://dx.doi.org/10.4103/abr.abr_207_17
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30211137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12639-014-0448-0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27065601
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27308272
http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/033.046.0432
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19645303
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/parasite/1986616683
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3566086
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/nar/gkh340
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15034147
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/molbev/msw054
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27004904
http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/ME12014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23926793
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2012/467821
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22701164
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2011.10.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22015424
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.vetpar.2011.08.031
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21924834
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2016.09.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27609635
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2016.01.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30294237
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2015.02.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25697864


Insects 2018, 9, 162 12 of 12

44. Gutiérrez, M.A.C.; Vivero, R.J.; Vélez, I.D.; Porter, C.H.; Uribe, S. DNA barcoding for the identification of
sand fly species (Diptera, Psychodidae, Phlebotominae) in Colombia. PLoS ONE 2014, 9, e85496. [CrossRef]

45. De Souza Pinto, I.; das Chagas, B.D.; Rodrigues, A.A.F.; Ferreira, A.L.; Rezende, H.R.; Bruno, R.V.;
Falqueto, A.; Andrade-Filho, J.D.; Galati, E.A.B.; Shimabukuro, P.H.F. DNA barcoding of Neotropical sand
flies (Diptera, Psychodidae, Phlebotominae): Species identification and discovery within Brazil. PLoS ONE
2015, 10, e0140636. [CrossRef]

46. Nzelu, C.O.; Kato, H.; Puplampu, N.; Desewu, K.; Odoom, S.; Wilson, M.D.; Sakurai, T.; Katakura, K.;
Boakye, D.A. First detection of Leishmania tropica DNA and Trypanosoma species in Sergentomyia sand flies
(Diptera: Psychodidae) from an outbreak area of cutaneous leishmaniasis in Ghana. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis.
2014, 8, e2630. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

47. Kumar, N.P.; Srinivasan, R.; Jambulingam, P. DNA barcoding for identification of sand flies (Diptera:
Psychodidae) in India. Mol. Ecol. Resour. 2012, 12, 414–420. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

48. Dvorak, V.; Halada, P.; Hlavackova, K.; Dokianakis, E.; Antoniou, M.; Volf, P. Identification of phlebotomine
sand flies (Diptera: Psychodidae) by matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time of flight mass
spectrometry. Parasites Vectors 2014, 7, 21. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

49. Lafri, I.; Almeras, L.; Bitam, I.; Caputo, A.; Yssouf, A.; Forestier, C.L.; Izri, A.; Raoult, D.; Parola, P.
Identification of Algerian field-caught Phlebotomine sand fly vectors by MALDI-TOF MS. PLoS Negl.
Trop. Dis. 2016, 10, e0004351. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

50. Halada, P.; Hlavackova, K.; Dvorak, V.; Volf, P. Identification of immature stages of phlebotomine sand flies
using MALDI-TOF MS and mapping of mass spectra during sand fly life cycle. Insect Biochem. Mol. Biol.
2018, 93, 47–56. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

51. Rosetto, M.; Belardinelli, M.; Fausto, A.M.; Marchini, D.; Bongiorno, G.; Maroli, M.; Mazzini, M. A
mammalian-like lipase gene is expressed in the female reproductive accessory glands of the sand fly
Phlebotomus papatasi (Diptera, Psychodidae). Insect Mol. Biol. 2003, 12, 501–508. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

52. Valenzuela, J.G.; Belkaid, Y.; Rowton, E.; Ribeiro, J.M. The salivary apyrase of the blood-sucking sand fly
Phlebotomus papatasi belongs to the novel Cimex family of apyrases. J. Exp. Biol. 2001, 204, 229–237. [PubMed]

53. Hamasaki, R.; Kato, H.; Terayama, Y.; Iwata, H.; Valenzuela, J.G. Functional characterization of a salivary
apyrase from the sand fly, Phlebotomus duboscqi, a vector of Leishmania major. J. Insect Physiol. 2009, 55,
1044–1049. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

54. Gebre-Michael, T.; Pratlong, F.; Lane, R.P. Phlebotomus (Phlebotomus) duboscqi (Diptera: Phlebotominae),
naturally infected with Leishmania major in southern Ethiopia. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 1993, 87, 10–11.
[CrossRef]

© 2018 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0085496
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0140636
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0002630
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24516676
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1755-0998.2012.03117.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22277023
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1756-3305-7-21
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24423215
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004351
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26771833
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ibmb.2017.12.005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29248738
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2583.2003.00436.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12974955
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11136609
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jinsphys.2009.07.010
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19651132
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0035-9203(93)90399-B
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	University of Kentucky
	UKnowledge
	11-12-2018

	Development of a Diagnostic Marker for Phlebotomus papatasi to Initiate a Potential Vector Surveillance Program in North America
	Austin Merchant
	Tian Yu
	Jizhe Shi
	Xuguo Zhou
	Repository Citation
	Development of a Diagnostic Marker for Phlebotomus papatasi to Initiate a Potential Vector Surveillance Program in North America
	Notes/Citation Information
	Digital Object Identifier (DOI)


	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Sand Fly Collection and Storage 
	Taxonomic Identification 
	Genomic DNA Extraction and Sample Preparation 
	Primer Design 
	PCR Amplification 
	In Silico Analysis of the Specificity of the Selected Diagnostic Marker 

	Results 
	Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

