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James C. Cobb, State Geologist and Director
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, LEXINGTON Upper Cumberland River Basin

in Kentucky
Daniel I. Carey

The 50,000-acre Lake Cumberland has 1,255 miles of shoreline and hosts nearly 4.5 million visitors each year. Its nearly 90,000 land acres 
includes 35 recreation areas, 452 picnic sites, 839 camping sites, 16 playgrounds, 28 boat ramps, 10 marinas, and much more. The $80.4 million 
dam was completed in 1952 to provide hydroelectric power and flood control, primarily for Nashville. The lake is maintained and operated by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District. The dam is currently (2009) undergoing repairs to prevent seepage through underlying limestone 
and possible failure. Photos and user's guide map courtesy of the Nashville District Corps of Engineers.

Lake Cumberland

Slope
Level to gently rolling
Gently rolling to hilly
Hilly to steep

Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland
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Erosion-resistant sandstones of the Rockcastle Conglomerate line the banks and 
form the cliffs below Cumberland Falls in Whitley County. The 60-foot-high, 125-
foot-wide falls is known as the "Niagara of the South." Photo by Bethany Overfield, 
Kentucky Geological Survey.

Cumberland Falls

The Cumberland River crosses 
Cumberland County from northeast 
to southwest in broad, sweeping, 
meandering loops and intervening 
large spurs. It is one of the finest 
cool-water fishing streams in the 
eastern United States, with striped 
bass (40 pounds), brown trout (20 
pounds), and rainbow trout. Spring 
droughts and hot weather can bring 
reduced flow and warmer water that 
threatens the fish, as in the drought 
of 2007 seen here. Managed releases 
from the upstream Lake Cumberland 
Dam mitigate the impacts.

Cumberland River

The 19.2-mile-long Laurel River Lake provides 5,600 acres and 206 miles of 
shoreline for outdoor recreation and family outings (as below). The average 
depth of the lake is 65 feet.

Laurel River Lake

Mountaintop Mining

Clay and coal from the Hyden Formation are important to the economy of the upper basin. 
Mountaintop-removal coal mining is seen here near Pine Mountain in Whitley County. 
Balancing economic and environmental goals is sometimes difficult. Photo by Bethany 
Overfield, Kentucky Geological Survey. 

The view of Pineville from Chained Rock shows the rugged hills and wide stream valleys 
typical of the upper basin. The floodwall to the right of U.S. 25E that protects the city from 
the Cumberland River floodwaters also demonstrates the threat of flooding to development 
in stream valleys.

Floodplain Development

The 356-acre Lake Linville, with nearly 8 miles of shoreline, provides 
boating, fishing (bass, crappie, bluegill, and catfish), and lakeside home 
sites in Rockcastle County. Renfro Creek was dammed in 1968 by the I-75 
fill embankment to create the lake. The lake provides water to the Mount 
Vernon Water Works and is part of a source-water protection area.

Lake Linville

The Rockcastle River below the 1930's Old Sublimity Bridge at the Bee 
Rock Recreation Area in Laurel County. This 15.9-mile reach from Billows 
to Lake Cumberland is part of the Kentucky Wild Rivers Program.

Rockcastle River

±
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Scale = 1:253,440

Maintenance of clean water is essential for public water systems, groundwater, aquatic 
wildlife, recreation, and going to the swimming hole in McCreary County.

Water Quality

The Cumberland River and its tributaries define the settlement patterns in Harlan County. 
Flooding has been a historical problem. Cutoffs such as this one in Loyall, although 
preventing flooding, leave isolated meanders that may create unanticipated secondary 
impacts.

Flood Protection

14

Eagle Falls

The 44-foot Eagle Falls in Cumberland Falls State Park 
can be seen at the Cumberland River from Trail 9. 
Photo by Donna Webb, Kentucky Geological 
Survey.

13

Beautiful Dale Hollow Lake, 27,700 acres in Kentucky and Tennessee with 620 miles of 
shoreline, provides for fishing, water sports, camping, horseback riding, golf, hunting, sight-
seeing, and more for its 3.4 million annual visitors. The Dale Hollow Lake State Resort Park 
in Clinton County has lodging, meeting space, and excellent food.

Dale Hollow Lake

A steel and concrete bridge faced with native sandstone from a McCreary County 
quarry carries Ky. 90 over the scenic Cumberland River at the McCreary-Whitley 
County line. The 460-foot-long bridge, just upstream of Cumberland Falls, was 
completed in 1954. Photo by Bethany Overfield, Kentucky Geological Survey.

Ky. 90 Bridge over the Cumberland River

Boating and fishing access sites, Ky. Dept. Fish and Wildlife Resources:  
   kygeonet.ky.gov/kdfwr/
Upper Cumberland River Basin: www.watersheds.ky.gov/basins/upper_cumberland/
Lake Cumberland: www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/wol/rec/
Dale Hollow Lake: www.lrn.usace.army.mil/op/dal/rec/
Kentucky Division of Water: www.water.ky.gov/
Kentucky Water Resources Research Institute:  www.uky.edu/WaterResources/
Kentucky Geological Survey: www.uky.edu/kgs/water/library/
Water Watch Data: kgsmap.uky.edu/website/krww/
U.S. Geological Survey surface water data: water.usgs.gov/osw/

More Information

Flood Protection

Alluvial valleys in Knox County, subject to drainage problems and flooding, provide level 
land and soils for agriculture and other compatible uses. 

Alluvial Valleys
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MLLarge Boat Ramp Information
Dale Hollow Lake Wolf River Marina Ky. 738 west of Albany to lake No 36.627 -85.2099 
Dale Hollow Lake Hendricks Creek Marina Ky. 61 south of Burkesville; Ky. 2064 east to lake No 36.631 -85.3753 
Dale Hollow Lake Dale Hollow Lake State Park U.S. 127 north of Albany; left on Ky. 90 W; left on Ky. 449; left on Ky. 1206 to park No 36.637 -85.283 
Dale Hollow Lake Wisdom Marina Ky. 553 (Wisdom Dock Road) southwest of Albany to lake Yes 36.667 -85.2497 
Dale Hollow Lake Sulphur Creek Marina Ky. 61 south of Burkesville; Ky. 485 south to lake Yes 36.675 -85.3393 
Lake Cumberland tailwater McMillians Landing Ky. 100 east of Tompkinsville; right on Ky. 214 No 36.689 -85.5674 
Lake Cumberland Grider Hill Marina U.S. 127 north of Albany; Ky. 90 east (1/2 mile); left on Ky. 734 N; right on Ky. 1266 to lake Yes 36.823 -85.1217 
Lake Cumberland Beaver Creek Resort Ky. 92 west of Monticello; follow signs Yes 36.862 -84.9774 
Lake Cumberland Halcombs Landing U.S. 127 south from Jamestown; left just before Wolf Creek Dam Yes 36.87 -85.1333 
Lake Cumberland Fall Creek Recreation Area Ky. 90 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 1275; right on Ky. 2393 Yes 36.924 -84.8472 
Lake Cumberland Lake Cumberland State Park Marina and ramp U.S. 127 south of Jamestown to State Park Road; 4 miles to boat ramp; 5 miles to marina No 36.93 -85.0441 
Lake Cumberland Jamestown Marina Ky. 92 southeast of Jamestown to lake Yes 36.938 -85.0469 
Lake Cumberland–Upper Sawyer Recreation Area U.S. 27 north of Whitley City to Parkers Lake; Ky. 90 east;  left on Ky. 896; left on Ky. 1609 No 36.939 -84.3399 
Laurel River Lake Grove Marina and ramp I-75 north of Williamsburg to Corbin (exit 25); south on U.S. 25W (4.8 miles); right on Ky. 1193/1277 (2.8 miles); right on Grove Road (2.4 miles) Yes 36.944 -84.2208 
Lake Cumberland Cave Springs ramp U.S. 27 south of Somerset through Burnside; left on Blue John Road; left on Diamond Acres Road near Hargis No 36.956 -84.9672 
Lake Cumberland Conley Bottom Resort Ky. 90 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 1275; right on Ky. 1765 Yes 36.955 -84.8241 
Lake Cumberland Lily Creek ramp Ky. 92 southeast of Jamestown (1.0 mile) to Lily Creek Road No 36.961 -85.037 
Laurel River Lake Flatwoods ramp I-75 south of London to Corbin (exit 29); Ky. 770 west (1.3 miles); Ky. 312 north (3/4 mile); left on Ky. 3430 (2.5 miles); left on Flatwoods Road Yes 36.953 -84.2077 
Rockcastle River Beaver Creek Wildlife Management Area Marina Ky. 192 west of London; Ky. 1193 south; right on Ky. 3497 No 36.961 -84.3535 
Lake Cumberland Burnside Island State Park ramp U.S. 27 south of Somerset to Burnside; right to Burnside Island State Park No 36.969 -84.5987 
Laurel River Lake Holly Bay Marina and ramp I-75 south to London to exit 38; Ky. 192 west (14 miles); left on Ky. 1193 Yes 36.978 -84.2585 
Lake Cumberland Ono ramp U.S. 127 north of Jamestown through Russell Springs to Ky. 80 (right); right on Ky. 76; right on Ky. 1611; right on old Jamestown Road No 36.989 -84.9885 
Laurel River Lake Marsh Branch ramp I-75 south of London to exit 38; Ky. 192 west (10.5 miles); left on Forest Service Road 774 (2 miles) Yes 37.002 -84.2375 
Lake Cumberland Alligator I U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80; right to Ky. 76; ramp is at the end of road No 37.009 -84.9261 
Lake Cumberland Slate Branch ramp Fishing Creek arm of Lake Cumberland off Ky. 1642 (Slate Branch Road) southwest of Somerset No 37.012 -84.7036 
Lake Cumberland Waitsboro Recreation Area U.S. 27 south of Somerset; right on Waitsboro Road Yes 37.015 -84.6398 
Lake Cumberland Lees Ford Dock Ky. 80 west of Somerset; left on Lees Ford Dock Road just past Fishing Creek Bridge Yes 37.047 -84.6718 
Lake Cumberland Fishing Creek Recreation Area Ky. 80 west of Somerset; right on Ky. 1248 to lake Yes 37.072 -84.6898 
Data from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. For boat access information throughout the basin, go to kygeonet.ky.gov/kdfwr/viewer.htm.

Water Body Name Directions Fee Latitude Longitude
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Small Boat Ramp Information ML

Data from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. For boat access information throughout the basin, go to kygeonet.ky.gov/kdfwr/viewer.htm.

Water Body Name Directions Fee Latitude Longitude
Chenoa Lake Chenoa Lake Ramp U.S. 25E south of Pineville; Ky. 190 west to Chenoa No 36.67619 -83.85247 
Cannon Creek Lake Cannon Creek Ramp U.S. 25E south of Pineville (7 miles); right on Ky. 3486; right on Cannon Creek Lake Road No 36.67797 -83.70270 
Laurel Creek Reservoir Laurel Creek Reservoir Ramp U.S. 27 south of Whitley City; left on Reservoir-Slaven Road No 36.69138 -84.44404 
Big South Fork of Cumberland River Yamacraw Ky. 1651 south of Whitley City; Ky. 92 west to bridge over Big South Fork; left on Ky. 1363; take immediate left to road under bridge No 36.72555 -84.54464 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Hwy 61 bridge access Ky. 61 south of Burkesville to bridge Yes 36.74690 -85.37228 
Cumberland River Williamsburg Ramp In Williamsburg on Main Street; left on Cemetery Road (at junction U.S. 25W–Main Street) No 36.74656 -84.17014 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Cloyds Landing Ky. 61 south of Burkesville east; right on Ky. 953; right on Ky. 1424 No 36.76258 -85.48985 
Martins Fork Lake Martins Fork Lake Ramp U.S. 421 south of Harlan to Cawood; right on Ky. 987; left at U.S. Army Corps office and follow road to ramp No 36.73625 -83.26148 
Cumberland River Varilla Ramp U.S. 25E south of Pineville; left on U.S. 119 past Varilla; right on Ky. 987; right on first gravel road at bottom of hill No 36.74960 -83.60708 
Big South Fork of Cumberland River Alum Ford U.S. 27 north of Whitley City; left on Ky. 700 No 36.76389 -84.54706 
Lake Cumberland Zula (Otter Creek) Ky. 90 west of Monticello to Old Ky. 90 bridge over Otter Creek No 36.77219 -84.97921 
Cranks Creek Lake Cranks Creek Lake Ramp U.S. 421 south of Harlan to Cawood; right on Ky. 987; left on Ky. 3099 to Stone Mountain Boat Dock No 36.74989 -83.21750 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Burkesville Ramp Right on Upper River Road from Burkesville Square No 36.78604 -85.36575 
Lake Cumberland Fire Trail Ramp Road (Otter Creek) Ky. 90 west of Monticello to Old Ky. 90 loop; Ky. 834 north (1 mile); left on Fire Trail Road No 36.79092 -84.97958 
Big South Fork of Cumberland River Big Creek Ramp U.S. 27 north of Whitley City to Flat Rock; left on Roberts Road to lake No 36.79055 -84.52736 
Lake Cumberland Fryman's Landing Ky. 90 east of Albany; Ky. 558 north (5 miles); left on G. McWhorter Road No 36.79543 -85.11154 
Lake Cumberland Carter Point (Bunkum) Ky. 90 west of Monticello; Ky. 1009 north to Carter Point Road No 36.80314 -84.99623 
Cumberland River Thunderstruck Ramp U.S. 27 north of Whitley City; right on Ky. 700; right on Forest Service 6235 (Singleton Road); left at fork to river No 36.80766 -84.35463 
Cumberland River Four Mile Ramp U.S. 25E north of Pineville; left on Ky. 92; right on Ky. 3085; ramp is on left under U.S. 25E bridge No 36.80109 -83.75496 
Lake Cumberland Old Sawmill Ramp Ky. 90 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 1546; left on Old Sawmill Road No 36.81814 -85.01682 
Lake Cumberland Ryans Camp Ramp U.S. 127 north of Albany; south of Russell County line east; right on Conners Road No 36.82733 -85.16898 
Lake Cumberland Sawmill Ramp (upper Beaver Creek) Ky. 90 west of Monticello; right on Sawmill-Marcum Road No 36.82588 -84.89517 
Lake Cumberland Twyford Point Ky. 92 west of Monticello; left on Frisby Road No 36.83037 -84.93846 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Turkey Creek Ramp U.S. 27 north of Whitley City to Parkers Lake east; left on Ky. 927 No 36.83812 -84.59355 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Bakerton (Fish Tales) Ramp Ky. 61 north of Burkesville east; right on Ky. 704; right on Bakerton Road Yes 36.84685 -85.32766 
Lake Cumberland Phipps Ramp Ky. 90 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 1546; right on Bell Phipps Road; right on Jr. Phipps Road No 36.84562 -84.95292 
Lake Cumberland Stringer-Rankin Ramp Ky. 92 west of Monticello to Parnell; left on Bethel Church Road No 36.85237 -84.95621 
Lake Cumberland Beaver Creek Church Ramp Ky. 90 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 1546; right on Beaver Creek Church Road No 36.85700 -85.00730 
Lake Cumberland Shelton Branch Ramp Ky. 90 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 1546; right on G. Garner Rd; left on Beaver Creek Church Road (Ky. 1458) No 36.85789 -85.01847 
Lake Cumberland Rowena Ramp (south bank) U.S. 127 south of Jamestown; left on Ky. 90; left on Ky. 558 (9 miles); road ends at lake No 36.86030 -85.07948 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Winfreys Ferry U.S. 127 south of Jamestown; right on Ky. 55; left on Ky. 1058; left at "T" on Ky. 379; after 2.5 miles, turn left to continue on Ky. 379;  
                                                                                             right on Winfreys Ferry Road to ramp No 36.87117 -85.24463 
Lake Cumberland Kendall Ramp U.S. 127 south of Jamestown; right on road to fish hatchery before crossing Lake Cumberland Dam; go to end of road No 36.87393 -85.14977 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Jonesville Boat Ramp Ky. 92 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 776; go about 8 miles to Big Sinking and turn right at the small bridge to Brammer Ridge Hill Road;  
  take the left fork at Jonesville (Ky. 1031) and go past the old schoolhouse about 1 mile; left on Ky. 1531 to the ramp No 36.87078 -84.58138 
Lake Cumberland Rowena (north bank) Ky. 127 south from Jamestown to State Park Road; right on road just past Apple Valley Resort to lake No 36.87841 -85.08449 
Lake Cumberland tailwater Helms Landing U.S. 127 south of Jamestown; left on Ky. 55; left on Ky. 1058; left on Ky. 379; left at "T" to river on Helms Landing Road No 36.89450 -85.14623 
Lake Cumberland Harmon Creek Ramp Ky. 92 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 789; left on Attrahunt Road; left on Boat Dock Road No 36.91312 -84.92879 
Lake Cumberland Campbells Landing Ramp U.S. 127 north of Jamestown to Cumberland Parkway; right on Ky. 80 (0.2 mile); right on Ky. 3262; right on Ky. 196 to Jabez; right on  
  Ky. 3277 to Cave Springs Road No 36.91979 -84.99253 
Lake Cumberland Old Fall Creek Ky. 833 north of Monticello; right on Ky. 1275; left on Fall Creek Church–Rankin Road No 36.91981 -84.83625 
Lake Cumberland Cumberland Glen Boat Ramp Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; left on Ky. 196; go approximately 16 miles to a  
  yellow Cumberland Glen sign; turn right to boat ramp No 36.92579 -84.89119 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Echo Point Recreation Area U.S. 27 south of Somerset; Ky. 90 west; left on Ky. 790; left on Ader/Holt Road; left on Echo Point Road No 36.92874 -84.57411 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Garland Bend Hemlock Landing U.S. 27 south of Somerset to Tateville east; right on Garland Road across from quarry No 36.93146 -84.61112 
Lake Cumberland Clifty Creek Access U.S. 127 south of Jamestown (5.2 miles); left on Clifty Creek Road No 36.93710 -85.07081 
Lake Cumberland White Oak Ramp Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S. 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; Ky. 235 south to Mill Springs Battlefield Road No 36.94302 -84.78970 
Lake Cumberland Wolf Creek Island Ramp U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80 to Nancy; right on Ky. 196 to Jabez; right on Ky. 3277; right on Wolf Creek Island Road No 36.94978 -84.97199 
Cumberland River Noe's Dock #2 U.S. 27 north of Whitley City to Parkers Lake east; Ky. 90 east; left on Ky. 896 No 36.94477 -84.29809 
Cumberland River Mouth of Laurel Ramp From Williamsburg, take U.S. 25W north to Ky. 1193; left, road becomes Ky. 1277 to river No 36.94517 -84.29581 
Lake Cumberland Mystic View Ky. 90 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 3282 No 36.95105 -84.77131 
Lake Cumberland Ramsey Point Ky. 92 west of Monticello; right on Ky. 789; right on Ramsey Point Road No 36.95313 -84.93637 
Lake Cumberland Pleasant Hill Ky. 619 east of Jamestown; right on Ky. 1680 (2.3 miles) No 36.95372 -85.00736 
Laurel River Lake Hightop Ramp I-75 north of Williamsburg to Corbin (exit 25); U.S. 25W south (2.4 miles); right on Hightop Road; near Davis Salvage (3.5 miles) No 36.94583 -84.19268 
Lake Cumberland Tate Ramp 1 Ky. 90 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 1275; left on Ky. 2393; left on C.R. 1332b (Lake Shore) No 36.95365 -84.85892 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Omega Recreation Area Ky. 80 east of Somerset; right on Ky. 769 to Omega Park Recreation Area Road No 36.95337 -84.52639 
Lake Cumberland Tate Ramp 2 Ky. 90 east of Monticello; left on Ky. 1275; left on Ky. 2393; turn on Pointe Drive No 36.95977 -84.85869 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Cave Creek Recreation Area U.S. 27 south of Somerset through Burnside east; left on Blue John Road; left on Diamond Acres Road near Hargis No 36.95893 -84.49481 
Lake Cumberland Prudy Hill Ky. 80 east out of Russell Springs to Ky. 76; south on Ky. 76 to Ky. 1611; Ky. 1611 through Ono to the ramp No 36.96530 -85.00306 
Lake Cumberland Cumberland Point Recreation Area Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S. 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; left on Ky. 235; right on Ky. 761 Yes 36.96611 -84.84265 
Lake Cumberland Poplar Hill Ramp U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80 to Nancy; right on Ky. 196 to Jabez; right on Ky. 3277; right on Poplar Hill Road No 36.96836 -84.94639 
Lake Cumberland Clearwater Ramp Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S. 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; Ky. 196 south; left on Richardson Road No 36.97019 -84.84538 
Lake Cumberland Spring Water Access Ky. 80 west of Somerset to Nancy; left on Ky. 235; left on Pole Bridge Road; right on Keeney Road No 36.97025 -84.73564 
Laurel River Lake Laurel Bridge Ramp (312 Bridge) I-75 north of Williamsburg to Corbin (exit  29); Ky. 770 west (1.3 miles); left on Ky. 312 (0.4 mile) Yes 36.96830 -84.12915 
Lake Cumberland Piney Grove (upper White Oak Creek) Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S. 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; Ky. 761 south; left on Piney Woods Road No 36.97715 -84.78832 
Lake Cumberland Dudley Creek (Campers Point) U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80 to Nancy; right on Ky. 196 to Jabez; right on Ky. 3277; right on Dudley Creek Road No 36.98220 -84.94543 
Laurel River Lake Craigs Creek Ramp I-75 south of London (exit 38); Ky. 192  west 12 miles; left on Forest Service 62 (Craigs Creek Road) No 36.97996 -84.25422 
Lake Cumberland Burnside Marina U.S. 27 south of Somerset to Burnside; right at Burnside Dock Road Yes 36.98584 -84.60291 
Lake Cumberland Alligator II U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80; right on Ky. 76; right to Ky. 1383; right to end of road Yes 36.98903 -84.92822 
Lake Cumberland Park Forest Behears Ramp Ky. 90 east of Monticello to Burnside; U.S. 27 north to Somerset; Ky. 80 west to Nancy; left on Ky. 196; left onto Richardson Road; left  
  onto Pottershop Road; left on Lake Road No 36.98911 -84.82298 
Laurel River Lake Holly Bay Campground and Boat Ramp I-75 south of London; Exit 38; Ky. 192 west (14 miles); left on Ky. 1193; left into Holly Bay Campground No 36.98330 -84.26046 
Lake Cumberland Puckett Branch Access U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80 to Nancy; right on Ky. 196 to Jabez; right on Ky. 3277; right on Puckett Branch Road No 36.98999 -84.92115 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Jasper Bend Ramp U.S. 27 south of Somerset through Burnside (7 miles); left on Blue John Road No 36.98603 -84.44005 
Lake Cumberland Twin Oaks Ramp U.S. 127 north of Jamestown; right on Ky. 80 to Nancy; right on Ky. 196; left on McClendon Road; right on Gourley Road to Sheffield  
  Drive No 36.99112 -84.86510 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Buck Creek Marina Ky. 80 east of Somerset; Ky. 769 south Yes 36.99466 -84.49589 
Lake Cumberland Old Waitsboro Crossing U.S. 27 south of Somerset; right on Ky. 90; right on Old Ky. 90 Loop 2 Road; right on Old Waitsboro Road No 37.00463 -84.64432 
Lake Cumberland Lakeview Ramp U.S. 27 south of Somerset; right at Lakeview Restaurant just north of Pitman Creek Bridge No 37.00484 -84.61488 
Lake Cumberland—Upper Hail's Haven (upper Buck Creek) Ky. 80 east of Somerset; Ky. 192 east; right on Ky. 3269 No 37.00481 -84.46213 
Kingdom Come State Park Lake Kingdom Come Lake Ramp U.S. 119 south of Whitesburg to Ky. 2010; turn on Ky. 1679, follow signs to park No 36.98992 -82.98455 
Rockcastle River Bee Rock Recreation Area Ky. 192 west of London to Rockcastle River Bridge No 37.02782 -84.32803 
Lake Cumberland Pulaski Co. Park Ramp Ky. 80 west of Somerset; right on Pulaski County Water Park Road (2 miles past Fishing Creek Bridge) No 37.07039 -84.69572 
Wood Creek Lake Wood Creek Lake Ramp Ky. 80 west of London to Bernstadt; right on Swiss Colony Road to Wood Creek Lake Road Yes 37.18575 -84.17688 
Beulah Lake Beulah Lake Ramp U.S. 421 southeast of McKee east; left at reservoir No 37.37935 -83.91338 
Lake Linville Lake Linville Ramp U.S. 25 north of Mount Vernon past I-75; left on Ky. 2793 Yes 37.40156 -84.34963 

Regional delineations by William Andrews, Kentucky Geological Survey

Tennessee portion 
of the basin

Upper Cumberland River Basin 
Physiographic Provinces

Central Mississippian Hills
Central Mississippian Plain
Cumberland Plateaus
Eastern Kentucky Coal Field
Eastern Mississippian
Knobs
Pine Mountain
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     The Upper Cumberland River Basin covers over 7,300 square miles, 5,180 in 
Kentucky and 2,130 in Tennessee. All or parts of 20 Kentucky counties lie in the 
basin. The basin contains nearly 15,100 miles of streams, 10,430 in Kentucky 
and 4,640 in Tennessee. From the headwaters of Looney Creek in Harlan 
County, 4,100 feet above sea level, and the Poor Fork in Letcher County, runoff 
flows down the Upper Cumberland River west to an elevation of 460 feet at the 
Kentucky-Tennessee line. The river and its tributaries are a blessing and a bane: 
They provide for recreation, drinking water, and alluvial valleys for development 
and agriculture, but they also occasionally flood, causing damages to the 
unprepared.  
     Residents of Kentucky draw about 38 million gallons of water per day from 
streams and reservoirs in the basin. On average, about 6,300 million gallons per 
day (mgd) flow out of the basin, but about once every 10 years, only 55 mgd will 
flow for a week. This variability in flow affects water users and stream life.  
     More than 600 miles of assessed streams in the basin do not support 
designated uses for warm-water aquatic habitat, fish consumption, primary 
contact recreation, or secondary contact recreation. Not all streams have been 
assessed. The percentage of assessed streams not supporting uses was: warm-
water aquatic habitat (37%); fish consumption (12%); primary contact recreation 
(65%); secondary contact recreation (50%). Nearly 400 miles of streams have 
been declared special use waters: either exceptional waters or reference reach 
waters. 
     There are six remediation priority watersheds including 370 square miles: 
primary impacts are nutrients, pathogens, siltation, habitat alteration, low dissolve 
oxygen, turbidity, and pH caused by construction and development, silviculture, 
mining, and agriculture. 
     There are 11 large man-made lakes in the basin, ranging from the 40-acre 
Chenoa Lake to the 50,000-acre Lake Cumberland, one of the largest east of the 
Mississippi River.  
     There are nearly 800 square miles of public land in the basin, with scenic 
vistas, trails, wild rivers, and unique rock formations. The Daniel Boone National 
Forest covers nearly 500 square miles. 

When rains are heavy, a 26-foot-high, 19,536-foot-long levee and floodgate system 
protects downtown Barbourville in Knox County from Cumberland River flooding.

Basin Location

11-Digit Hydrologic Unit 
boundary, unit code, and
area in square miles

1water.ky.gov/sw/tmdl/303d/2water.ky.gov/sw/specialwaters/
Photo location!(12

Incorporated city

County boundary
Stream reach not supporting 
assessed uses1. 
Special Use Waters2. 
Public Water 
Withdrawal Site 
(see table)

")12

YWX Treatment plant outfalls
^ County seat
ML Large boat ramp
ML Small boat ramp

Priority watershed:
www.water.ky.gov/watersheds

Elevation in feet
Explanation

Source Water/Groundwater 
Protection Areas–Zone 1

Public lands
Wetlands

Large sinkholes

Ponds
Lakes

463–800
801–1,050
1,051–1,250
1,251–1,450
1,451–1,700
1,701–2,000
2,001–2,350
2,351–2,700
2,701–3,200
3,201–4,130

1 0070282 Water Service Corporation of Kentucky Fern Lake 
2 0070729 Bell County Forestry Camp Chenoa Lake 
3 0740276 McCreary County Water District Laurel Creek Reservoir 
4 0070353 Pineville Utility Commission Cannon Creek Lake 
5 1180471 Williamsburg Municipal Water Treatment Plant Cumberland River 
6 0290271 Cumberland County Water District Cumberland River 
7 0270003 Albany Municipal Water and Sewer Lake Cumberland 
8 0290049 Burkesville Municipal Water Works Cumberland River 
9 0740276 McCreary County Water District South Fork Cumberland River 
10 0480565 Cawood Water District Martins Fork Cumberland River 
11 0610110 Knox County Utility Commission Cumberland River 
12 0610110 Knox County Utility Commission Stinking Creek 
13 0610016 Barbourville Utility Commission Cumberland River 
14 0480178 Harlan Municipal Water Works Poor Fork Cumberland River 
15 0480125 Evarts Municipal Water Plant Mine 
16 0480125 Evarts Municipal Water Plant West Fork Baileys Creek 
17 0480125 Evarts Municipal Water Plant East Fork Baileys Creek/Harlan Kellioka seam 
18 1160291 Monticello Utility Commission Lake Cumberland 
19 1040210 Jamestown Utilities Lake Cumberland 
20 0610016 Barbourville Utility Commission Laurel River Lake 
21 1180085 Corbin Utilities Commission Laurel River 
22 0480028 Benham Water Plant Mine 
23 1000050 Burnside Municipal Water Works Lake Cumberland 
24 0480262 Lynch Water Works Abandoned Mine No. 31 
25 0480028 Benham Water Plant Looney Mine 
26 0630255 London Utility Commission Laurel River Lake 
27 0480092 Cumberland Municipal Water Works Poor Fork Cumberland River 
28 0630238 Laurel Water District No. 2 Laurel River 
29 1000403 Somerset Utilities Lake Cumberland 
30 0630255 London Utility Commission City of London Reservoir 
31 0630477 Wood Creek Water District Wood Creek Lake 
32 0550209 Jackson County Water Association Beulah Tyner Lake 
33 1020299 Mount Vernon Water Works Lake Linville 
34 0690417 Stanford Water Commission Buck Creek 
35 0550784 McKee Water Works McKee City Reservoir 

Public Water Withdrawals

Data from the Kentucky Infrastructure Authority (2008)
1Public Water System Indentification Number

Location
Id PWSID1 Owner Source
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