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Opportunities for Comparative Research in Public Health PBRNs: A Baseline Analysis of Local Practice Settings

Glen P. Mays, PhD, MPH; Sharla A. Smith, MPH; Elaine B. Wootten, MA; Sylvia J. Porchia, MPH
Department of Health Policy and Management, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences

Background & Rationale Research Design & Methods Study Settings

= Research on how best to organize, finance, and deliver public
health services in real-world practice settings remains limited.

= Observational, cross-sectional study of five (5) participating = PBRNSs include a heterogeneous mix of local public health

*School of public he)a’ﬁh leadership

: ) ) public health PBRNs - *State health agency %, agencies based on their size, structure, and resources.
o . . e oef| ag¥ncies
Reselarch Giite S 1D o2 iEnsEEe e adopteq I (IEEE: = PBRN structure and practice setting data were collected from ¢ ey = At lstitute = Within-network variation in practice settings often exceeds
= Practice-based research networks (PBRNSs) provide a model for PBRN grantee proposals and interviews with network /N . between-network variation.

public health agencies to collaborate with researchers in developers

conceptualizing and conducting studies in practice settings. 7 (AGJEIEIES (VARG 0 (PEINNS SEe D, e T

= PBRN data were linked with local health department data from populations and enjoy greater financial and human resources

= The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation created the Public the NACCHO 2005 National Profile of Local Health WV than their non-participating counterparts
Health PBRN Program in 2008 to support the development of Departments survey ,‘ : . - ] o :
FRIRING GlesTaes) o G (e vl £ el 6 REseeveh M Large differences in the service offerings of local agencies are

= Analysis of variance and equality of proportions tests were used

on public health services and delivery systems. to compare characteristics of networks

Research Objectives

= Describe the organizational and operational characteristics of

Lodg Ty leadership apparent between PBRNs
State [pdlth agency
 proxymate local agencies
Sches) of public health
. S pdlic ealth institute -
Conclusions

local public health agencies participating in an initial cohort of five = The diversity of practice settings included in PBRNs create

(5) public health PBRNSs in the U.S. — opportunities for conducting comparative studies designed to
= Examine variation in practice settings within and between PBRNS. Pr|n0|pal Flndlngs determine which public health practices and policies work best
in which settings, and why.

= Compare practice settings to state and national norms. 1. Population served by PBRN agencies 2. Proportion of agencies serving metro- 3. Type of governmental jurisdiction PERN icularl Il suited dving how fundi d
: ’ ; .
= Identify opportunities for comparative research that can be vs. other agencies politan areas: PBRNs vs. other agencies NS ELe eI £ | ST e G M i LT (I e €T
* * PBRN Agencies All US Agencies staffing levels as well as service offerings interact with programs
conducted through PBRNs * PBRN Agencies AlUS Agencies . . .
[ 1%, and policies to influence outcomes of interest
- 5% 0% 16% = PBRN practice settings are not necessarily representative of the

full population of agencies in a state or the U.S. Results should
be generalized with caution.
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