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Factors driving growth in medical spending 

per case 

Roehrig et al. Health Affairs 2011 



Factors driving growth in medical spending 

Unmet social needs have large effects on 
medical resource use and health outcomes 

Most primary care physicians lack confidence in 
their capacity to address unmet social needs 

Linking people to needed health and social 
support services is a core public health function 



2012 Institute of Medicine 
Recommendations 

 Use NIH Clinical and Translational Science Awards to 
evaluate existing and new local and regional models of 
primary care and public health integration 

 Encourage adoption and diffusion of successful models 
through CDC, HRSA, and CMS funding 

 Explore expanded use of community health  
worker models 

 Incorporate models for effective health  
information exchange 

 
Institute of Medicine. Primary Care and Public Health: Exploring 
Integration to Improve Population Health. Washington, DC: National 
Academies Press; 2012.   



Stimuli in the Affordable Care Act 

 $10 billion Prevention & Public Health Fund 

 CMMI demonstration programs 

 Medicaid Health Home pilots 

 CDC community health worker program 

 Enhanced IRS requirements for hospital community 
benefits 

 CMS focus on hospital readmission prevention 

 



The national picture: organizations contributing  
to public health delivery 
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National Longitudinal Survey of Public Health Systems, 2012 



Leading models of integration 



Leading models of integration 



Resources in Kentucky:  
Homeplace and Local Health Departments 

Childress MT.  2013 



A new research opportunity for  
CTSAs and PBRNs 



A new research opportunity for  
CTSAs and PBRNs 

Develop and pilot an integration strategy 

Develop metrics and data sources for evaluation 
of processes and outcomes 

Acquire preliminary data for larger AHRQ or 
PICORI study 
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