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Nuclear Discourse ancl ks Discontents,

or, ApocAlypsE Now or Never

Jean BEThKE ElskrAiN

Human beln%sthmkmos ﬁtenlnlma esa C[rlbleordell htful
Ptlcturecomesmto rminds and then we see words.to express

to caPture It tP make It some OW manag fe hus It 1S w t the
0ssibi X ear war. d“t\f gﬁare The scenes of utter
estruct| nat |rosh|maa % i two cities laid waste: g B
eare n|n ass dow on emen{or ersisting In a terr|
mfu tw tz neo %\erm eath fro t|o Or, eve
ear ater, mow throu hthe rld carr |n wit nt em a percelve
a| t at rea fo th mselv ers: “lam oh sheentouche

e et rh'?'%%\“a'? ] %t’tnwee?%ﬁttottt'E’s%éﬁﬂsé’utt?tat%%ers

f|ve\kl/ea called “Issues of\War and Peace ina Nuclear A g(f neV|ta
0 artlveatﬁhesectto tecoursethatr U|re adlscu33|
g Iplnzqg eato |c n} mWorIdWar (Ja
students realize q eds ofthousa dsma Iea a been
Rcmﬁraed hnte re- om |n sP resden, Hamiu
t new that ?ycountsc mount Up toam st umm ma e
%reswnhfo called convent ona weapons., But{ enotlo offiuclear
rand nuclearwe Mtr}/an |sase |s?omehowd erent h1e amaq
Perswts carried lite ?ynthetm ? IVIVOr encgded ﬁou will
nhuman tdssue IS Uéﬁ Ichael Wal ers 00K ushan UnJus
Wars, lw% iscussed the distinction he makes betweg Ausnc
stratje IC omblgrh of German cbtles In World War 2 and the | Justlceo
the ar Pépdnﬂ the atomic bo Hiro hlmahand Na%asakl am not
|nt res gursum how rwhy ne makes that distmction sp muc
ﬁmlntere ted maertmgt ere ertot e discussionthattook shape
ast 1S question. wa]s taken u b¥ students.
ne partlcu ar semester, there was a group 1pfstuden ts who saw
|n he usleh nuclear weaP nr?/ an extension of conventional waf
p] eP/ reCo nlzhed ofcourse, the 1o term thre tto hndlwdua 3
envifonment that nuc eardvas%n ncarnes utt garpou
tat |twasbut anR er weapon, a é)rr ct|ve Wea N
used, as It as |nt IS instance, 10 en Tcth ar, The
[ etorlco t ewarrlors

spoke In what Freem nDsonw caIIthe
WOPd e warr 8rs 1S | awor at |vesr|se to ItS o% dlscursw(ej
he wor ofthewarrlors }/son? r]hlsbook g
elfherate Xcoo atte tlng

Ho : promotes as(t

apons a
overt emof Tthgt”cs £m te hnlc tggXClu%é
ob[Jectlv?t]y '2O°rn otNt?trCF ofthe wa rlor alnlcsmage domu )(/i l

Interestingly, a e students who spoke out In avoro euse
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tomic weapons in'\World \War. 2 were youn me Anumberofthem had
?ﬁthers %dpto %IhttnthePac Ct?t J WordWar2 Itb|sl|pe}%/tn
ﬁﬁ 8re you &womenwoshare thf ers ect|ve ut who
|te In‘spe mg out ore dorﬂngcnuc onrlY
Asec r] ICe emerge ourse ofthe Iscussian, the_one
p] Xsofn calls the vojee 0f t ewctﬂté or would-he wc&ms This
etorl thevmétmsl ‘women and r omtnat venasthe
warriors” world descrines the. outcom war "In t Ianlg e of
eﬁtct]an e ratios an coste{f cttvenes t eV|ctt S'war qesc itin
ua%e oftra uentylaced wh eschato gtca ears
lore and more VI ortose whos esa r? gn 1al
vIctims, eer overthee rtae bss an come ac convinced that
anf'tépocaey se looms s00 est etﬁwhoex ressedthls |C|pa 10
osewhower arsh In t rcon em at|on? Unite
Staateess avmglntroduce enuc eart reat Into the world ofwar an
Oneyoung woman, aJapanese exchan estud nt, having listened
atiently f rysevega\ivga stotft pg /f\ ”CgH) Bcoui tn P
arrior and the victi srats erhang slowly H e IrateNt(
ass quieted down. sg esHant she’h él jculty with thg
nguage, an then she Sald, t ap ene at Iroshima an
adas IW%SHO wat] An/fassome g se.” "Class enqed at t t
oment, alt oughwe teen minutes left In the eno ec use
fuswdereta\nlsunn%d tosa{aeak hatwasthatsmetht ses
referred to? Myhunc hsth We a haveasense that a uc rweapon
IS not war but 1s somet theelsleJseot n the warriors rea 1zed that some

extra step was taken wit S Weaponr
t-Eere we are, forty year Splus attert g tpta/ ptng of the ato |c
bombiI é nce avetntesttﬁgm ations an I
to ea? VYt

restill s ave antt?e ng%(e s10ns, t0 dea
e rohtergt? % ?ngt/teehnoﬁ He rechmn?
at asWne ourwou eene % %Iearé) ntl ﬁoour
Wn Ve poSfwar wor tat een the term
8terre ce a(t ﬁ advocates of deter enee WOF ay that |t7a
Bwo r]yworq<ed the proo %tn% 8 Ing, there as%eyenn uc ear
tt"t‘trea T injereste '”é‘ '” ‘tete” ﬂettnt” t‘s'éoeusﬁast A
%raq}e arOl]J gcIea |es ﬂ sbeterguttedlscour?s
e aval rheto usto e WI'[ here(a% nuclear wea onsh
terested %rlﬁ?éspéft éces sent |s%r enegmgmoagt 5@ reon/%
arognetrtsvfti/gr tnést mors ofwa o? ﬁo entta cfears rg
este nm re(ient Dook. Womer and War, that th ereatl
curr w % nmag ashtng %tscourse the " strategic, the
o ical a thea ocaIP/épttc ese ?re omtnantv0|c(e]stha Vie
(Panagrrsaargncclt?tree\pnreee nuctear war, nuclear weapons, and nuclear
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e stra |cvoce|s |ne a son’swarrior: coo
Th tt tI tofD I
ob{ectlve SC|ent| oveWem|n ut morewo en aim o
(51 Inonthisstr teg|c n nset ce Iev0|csasau thoritative
Rokes ersons or aN t 1S ordof owe Power The ¢00),
command strate |cv0|§etal mtheIanHe\ é) sbeneIn control,
andcnsnmana% ce 1982 women's [Ee\?{ssln i;)vgg%%e\n\%gﬁ

nagonalsecunt avef)een e]\(n ththeaimo
0 become rtners |nt scus3| nan eo\r/g}lcjea(t)forno ﬁetalv(\)/f]na

securit omen. t0o wou
|n5|dery pr% 9/ B IS [t)roblem here—fo? ﬁls strategic dlscourse 1S ofteﬂ
strange dlsaj;somaed
%n erstand. the conte rarP/dlscourse ?fthe warrwrs of
thoslew ve what |ttakesto k hrnotlc?nso me adea sand
nuclear exc ane We mus ﬂ ? Iscourse of realis
ter ation tlonsan Int estud |ntern[at|ona relations. T ose
ocatet emg Ves within contemporary rea Olstdncoursetr ce t e|r
ros qu |nh\L/J\z |de]s Pelo Eponneslan Wars and the so-calle

Gl e
{0 obe 1S nﬁst rutis q%
SOUrCeS eaam Intot Tzreﬁentandc] t

?tstate of nature, and to o% or
rpnatllngn eemergeneo e

dlseurswe g 0[nonyo fea ISm. e go é alism. Intu ecRme
Ero ession t located in the academy, ang the way In which
udents o mternat naI relations have en ang the scgurels

enbyp|tt|n realism a9a| St somet mq att ea stca Idealism:

t ternatives to dae evanh rH [sand oint of
fea ism. Hence the |n la gedl ealism whicp for the realjst 1s more or
eSS synon mousn.Y angerous It well-intentioned, innocence
conce %“hew rla’s ways

Sm IS asedg ﬁwoanaryandﬂf Ite sim IIe principles: we
live in a angerousw Rne can f V\X nto Wemust
assyme that otn]eri] gavet ower, Wil eprepared ousel
aeq mstt 0Se ave [ess power |f enmteressare at staﬁ
alstalsoem asuestPatt ecauseso arareln ereH th tte are
a constitutjve teature 0 nm ernational s gm mv(Y Ich the ndtion
Btate remains t earblte |ts own (Jnterest hejudge oft emeans
ywhlcﬁ IS secun ure

IStaric rea m molge Into a discursive tradition, involves
way of H fﬁ t of assumpt |ons ou the human condition, an
ép tent rhetoric. str N f |n ers ocateo\ Inthe canog ?

It oreghers * |r |s}nne mgnessto ea
the It hani ne smo erin oner]tatlon
tot nestf]ono collectiveviolence: arC] tejrlnsntene
F;wel % e USes, 0 orc%be treated exp |C|t3/ gpre era mamoog
shorn o crusadmn thusiasms, —.universali as I |or]s an

triumphalist trum BUL S0 eh|n edw en realism ot
pinio e(F within tn)e acgdemy |trBecam D3 Sa?bqy less rea |st|c Iss

la the limits
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attuned to the Enolltleal and historic IandscaPe than in its cIassmaI
formuatloni ncumbered with tethnlcaI jargon, s (’hla|IS'[S In this
discourse all foo often began to sBea to orat ‘one another or to their
countereartsln overnment. Unabashedly male dominated, 8nented t(i
state S0 eren[} resnmm unitaiy potigns of power andnationa
mteresg Iprac itiongrs ofthe discourse ofrealism. o ca gpttrtTnmaWMer
liest |ent| IC Iang g(e that came out| suc orms a Et
theory an other abstract models that would, so the story went, work If
one cou %Just fq et the paraﬂteters J %]t
ar[ac e[|st|c of the mode grofessmnallzed discourse of
international re atlons In |t? ost recent Incarnations th?n 1S a
Proclamatlon?Lsment Ic knowledqe r%—thatcool otﬂectlvew [rior (IJ
nat Dyson t sabouta esu ptlon that | PO tics can ne reduce
uestl ns Q securtg |ct manaq ent and dame}%e cont[)
aHnaofahlstonca nd anodyne terminology (windqw ofvulnerabi y
ateral ddamage CrISIS management, es alon omi ancfce an
Eronounce O,ns uclance conce |ngtheW| {0 power empe d| the
oncepts an nhetag ors th a]t comp { %the dlscofurse int etnstpace
AIthoufc?] rticular orms o this quest ?r sclentific certainty
come.and Iq% ers |n er oess onalized warJ %rr etﬁnc
remain. . L have no wcH ave In mind here t
dlsassomatl n. Foralthought es eC|a asa gonstructorofabst ta
scenarios coaﬁ nthe rpdantl C|entJf|% stu resent nimsel
onewno descri est world as It Is, act es mlnrg a(ntwe ave
control over events whe rhlnfac We 0 TP ono hISRfO an
ren t10 arﬁ ekln 1969 thatsclentifica ay minded brain tr tersbust
‘t think tanks, universities, and government byre ucrame
oud be criticized t}ars y.not becaus thegl were think| Ht
unhtR zﬁpe asiome them||ljedtoboast utr ther ecause Cy d
got thin (5 5 The cool lan uae of  strate havm a
15ass0clated, mqQre and more remove OHteItSSUb ct ate an

eventsé at If conjures with, prompts amodem classical realst, Mlchagi
Howard to state:

When Irea ﬂ?e flood ofscena 0S InStrate |%]rournalsaboutflrst
?nﬁe capanilities, co ter orce or countervailjng strat ege%‘
o el e

€ r S ons |on nanc

ateo nuc {nIs

eyare des n ?}ISI e eens 0 esteh
U 0 € a cess [bI'O ec on 0fJa aIthY

e nang Aixy
ehaEq 10 i i 018 Jcosec ﬁ Yk
%tﬁg?jagg\{\? thb %antfhl db oo eexac

7(jescribed, some that Cause | |sd|vo
rom any poli

'3%9
|ICa COﬂtGX 1S pom 5 dna Gevola o sense
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Thatwomen have been ret much exclud dfromtg éenw rise
rsnot rtsmostoravrous awan rt one that can ereme e §men

H ng nﬂe In the ac vrty evenr rep esentatl nso men and the
%ere hwrchte have een rstorr n]ke remains an
a]sence that e (n(? IethemF clierisne gars monyof
gre erre nC] el or. srrcn atron or analysis. In the first place,
rofessionalized strategic disc elo]cat ertherrnth ac

h g o emies or
overnmept trreaugra Ies. Inclu t% entagon, whether as abstract
rategic docfrine advertising Itse ﬁ realism Brou htupto ate, Or as
alternat rves atw Idsom ow taKe Us eyondre
scrent rc ms 0 scussron seemsto Ne Ot
ema nh/ UpIOYS SC ences resenting t arms
ayse be de Nt edr ourse an e ractices |
lcant s eave It at that.

IS rnto ever more

e most d brouso

‘mask e power
eqItimates.

mépré Fwarrrors Ice cannot he

wholly rsore Ited, \WE have toomany exa ﬁe]shreto eI\C/%s aﬁrz)rrns<raonrﬁes

0

ure epare for the’ ons

e rhatnrrgar o rr
e strategrc terms, tou ht nthe Iangua e an

resumptions, af the warriors i1 order o emselves there

o ar'aerie st eirtntrtr Je

scourssso Wecandrawu onto he tuateusrnawor 0
ucIea reat are estron at few oseseakrnﬁonan
rou strat scour vet em ves atte Dt front In
recen ears nan an amara or example }/so tenin e
gr%ls tlronso estratesqrovorcea}r]rdb%rnsrs tha "h o(te r%a
moral dimensions mu ebroug earinst te I thinking, t
rveyor OIS ate IC g]rsc Ursg an %atéendantr ric \grvea aclt
note rcrt Jt Hectrono ﬁ\(t rse qf the victims.
orexamp oseg Nth? author of Nuclear thrcs INSIsts that
oraI reas anout nuclearweapons s Inescapahle in.democragies,

ni
eack opg%s that man practrtrongrs P?str tegic discourse ﬁave
v9nore 1rcs; even as magmoralaso utrslso 0S¢ tom
ea ons refuse to tolerate nuclearweapons at all and that, too, he
nka sltr(c1 In‘a world In which nuclear weapans are here 10 St 3/
nowledges that “strateqists tend to |Ive | )& €8 ‘er dof
stractca lafions ang a eIretrnam stical re 1] nca deterr Cna
rlch rsrr]vo eql {0 {ustr y Whatever 1s ¢ nvenrent trategrst%wou
Te {0 realize thaé here are no exgerts on 3/ ﬁpecralr s 0n the su nreqt7
nuclera a 0 rstenm re carefully t (t]emora ISts’ crrtrcrs S
naIP/ OWRVEr, deven oseWhO\ﬁouI rn ectet rosrntostrategrc
discourse wim Sing and Prﬁo marn enance.”or
managrngo asrtu tron Ich osew 08 raceert tholh ical
o]ran aﬁ calgp 1CVOICE [l nd Ie even reprehen f
te c0 Olnu tornsstt at the M mus marnalrnacr e
ear eterrent t at, In t wor IS 0 son amsdale, and Ny,
aut ors of Hawks, Doves, an
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avord |t| neces though not sufficient. to maintain
aY)VTr our % %@es andlsuhe credrqur o?our
f d@ tion an soe ut nuclear arsenal cantinues
ter

f{} tt”epﬁqr W t’ate's” 96 7 d? a%%t t%'SP 0 aas"o vnat
0 US here seerns ?ac on?r% rérrzleco

gp tr)e gnu ear or onventro

e{rver ?t and's ursu ons
aCctions o aken and actions to eavor eda
enSl]rre at Soviet leaders see no.acdvan

3
HUC ear ogces and to maximize the credi %rtyo our nucFear
eterren

drscoursHeO\aancf rlnepoerrrlctrhsatotuhnla r\prﬁcr)g
grrmayvore fhe contemporary gb
1 ogdca |scour3ﬁ on

0 IC turn firs othevorceo 3
B Tea IOWeaponry or, as tne practrtronersp 3/fc ISCOUrSE Ca

nuc earrls
1S alt rnatrve Ian%u %e IS more readrIX available to ordinar ey

ltizens than the cooler Ical Ian uage f ae IC drscour?

|vrn asw do 1n an era.in which ea/e 3/| % come one or

era ets tu ned into a psyc IS a

sur r| ng] tnu earwea rPshX }P een hrﬂ é’(f
% |ca discourse rte o al a peace

uest féctrtroners o o |ca |sco rse ctarm that we

? t a feeI our curte] t srtu é n and that It we are not

b

rﬁs ch ? ca(f and t

Sﬁ eErég nn]c er%leralﬁsmmatnes LS, |§ ntsasasrve genral ? n h%hlt’t@ aanrg
that nu%lear eﬁjpons present to our own survrval and thatofour

Chl? reri a|rs"|jn e?lgt(r'n i t man fewersgecralr ts In natronaﬁ tg
e orlsﬁC

are es rmrs rca out ur% ure rospecis th H
|c more cau In el P oo
oca |cmodeorso e mbr atlon 0 hegwo sfar rPesa
rospectso ama rnuc(!ea{t ar etweenge tates

Wnronbeforet e century n 1SCOUISES
{ at most ro erate In our pu Irc debate as nﬂns ecialist vorce? are
those convrnce that ‘we are Eerrr anger zone not
0omed. nsurve nt eques on: ow |keI8/ amajor nuclear war
eweent nrt ates eSovretU e the en Fear \ovfatrhles

ury one nds atnear en ra rtorc%aa/nuc
ut specla rsts ersc ser r] ut one in one
un e to ne In one ootrsandb fon | th No to much IS
Erover‘ rntns sort of {i t 1t does in %tet se th(

rlgecra V4 e study o ? ar eter enc and the stuay errﬁ
Uciéar Wﬁr and ave a language t fl €y Can Rrrng ? ear t
makes that threat seem more manageanle, are'more 0p fu OUtOUY
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gros ecsthan those, who not anly do not share that language but who
sch lrts 56 as erih(eramora rrmmorI
S\C ologrca rscourﬁe anout nuc ear weaponry Is one varrar“
ofthe disco L“’B fvictims, T ereronrnqassumotr nis hatwe]haveba
eenmae y nuclear weapons, thatthere Is the gom ﬁ ere %
there rsaso1ahbom In Us, that we ar corruRte bé}/ e disease. 0
nuc earra 0Se M s co rurotﬁ are those ch gractrce
nuclear deterrence a teIan%rageo stra ¥ I gﬁ
nuclea drsoourseoten one nﬁthe hvatronso hos vy)
In nuclear rfssues even as rt allenges the rest of us to oring our
suppresg rstot e surface.
sycho It rc rscours does more than sim lP/ warn us. It
astises ndu vrdrn eworl up ntothre ategories; tose
o are corr \% e traffickers™in tra
n]cle[ardrs%oure 0Se W oaeun In Wcor upted, name
W Barmt atteydareno tene ode Iy[(e roslpecto ear
B vertrs ecnta an that
enum Vpre e%org osew r}ave
strrﬁge ennm ness a err t msg fs mpt ms of the
earhsm an wh aCl Wo angers trag ton, are
etoriclans metalpth owing movemeht to

E% rter%%Pe ﬁ(r)rlc?ear o,rse 0rs epongd are those of

ISease ofma
TR e IS muth to be saPr? fort ewarnrn]gs that theﬁe rhetorrcrans
utter, the, c]aseta onfranted with nprror or

omethrn orrible, we St rhea SN the sandp . eaﬁrorD
?acrnoshg hrc shoult%h Z 8 Orh

ace are rl h1 %ex ress mora

anegu CONCern is t attehmeta[ﬁ svvrh IC workan
rhetonr‘hthat encapsu et

ccountorthe constraints oft

ors’ not ta suffrcr nt
ew rdrnw rc we m rexam
\en as the ractftronerso this rscoHrse arque ort ora

a transnational aspefresrdenr 3/(5 eworld rfr chweact uay

IS one In.which the se \ﬁmore nd more define ynatrona
reIr rousr en|tr cations. What we see hﬂo

genrn 1S no 50 muchane
Int e na lona srgr as a resH gence of milltant nationa rsms esn
8“' grvent

? otent eve[ éamen t] gr\ this IS
tr]r é |%}/ rP o 15635 N pysrcrans
woha erst oci # ature of the disease can cure S.
aca Havel, the great Czech Sp prr tand political essa rst

teIIsstPrreso earnest ana’sincere weste r\rls ctr sts ourn
central ea te[n Europe, makin cont It s re
Artrcalr Qse S0l tr t rn%(% Ovakia, and

rcaes rn S If\er fhl expl not emw% edoesno
srn etrtrons %rrmme late nuclear disa ma ent. ? e CItIzens.o
central easter l#]rOép earpues that rsnotlt e centra danﬁer not the
}n 3trmme late threat to ourlives, to our culture, and to oy exrstence
nd he Indicates that what, to him, seems a rather remote prospect.
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whereas im rrsonmentfﬂrconscrencers n immediate one, doesnt seem
toc rrymu hwer%twrt Westerr]er% g INsIsts. can oncentrate
nuc ear estron recisely because the do n%t ace certain
rmmedr te t ieat He 1S Sa t)h tke(}/do orn rurvgsthem
a mora Istic F]Oquage that labe s se who drsagr e with them as
corrupt or evl

Drawing cate orrestromrn W uaI SX hé)loeqyand utting them
toworktocove com ertructura e rtre etérmInanis san trop

rerson Irzr of Important po rea rtres ke orexam
orco He ott aSe dor:toran rrn rar 0qf

sa out anucl ar sa ter Inds rmmrnen ewr‘es

H‘h € ENnVy as ?]WQS O atho 0gy ormenora

EC NCErm e]wa
vion, 1f It IS

would be nuc ear
tpons Butwhen the

artrcu ar group o

escrines anet sa organrc entity that 1S ermrnﬁ
ected with le acro %ar ata metas asrzrn ra rdlg
cancerspreads rnt 0 ernwrt t

at one cuts a ancer out or Jrradiates It rntrj?g

i aauratru taauratuua i

an o s nressed between th stru ura realifles of internationa
g ma rr} IvVjdu drﬁ'copatr nernadequacre(f fEhrg scourse
e
natomies and hor on Iconstrtu ons aes U esso
ormonal qutput ofandrogen are oun to e Io tee

ne varjant, then, o this s ourers thatr m
sare Il men are, yefrnrtr yrn ec nature hrs
ormulation doe% no& Seem terr Iy afles are Wys 0in to
avzjan excesso N an |tsan xce$ COUrSe, onyrf ne

g east ego%'e humaﬂ norni 0f eug%ru{t 1S th%mafes

e remade. cheme that ¢ (h] orthe r (51
nature asaprecundrtron or%betterwor ageverﬁ Pned ut
rtseemsPolrtrca naive, an the? anic an us% ﬁrca e\tap ors
%otentral a/dange ous, In terms of the sorts of intervenitions t
ay rnvg3

ut it vuould be.| rna ppropriate to end on this note. Just as the
gractrtroners of Strategic discourse point.to rmgortant realities in our
ttuatro “thef%ractrtro Rrs 0fpsycho ourstrcdrsc rsealertusto ?ertarn

discom ctﬁ It 15 the ‘cdse thal most of t etrme r] USe o
confront that. which e(?o not. und rstand, or na whic

eem
earel)lr}/grrm And this Tatalist] rcou oo maé/ wordsoﬂ?t t
P d nmrnsr Icloé\rr]r messaeo
g ssness At mstron convince tatthere rsa 8
P Prcrvrr]: sco e] etterab {0 rouse US oapr rae
rtrcalg on.than SX strca ogrz therersalt eret at
r}not eentr(relgru sald: e\rvor |nsr ndthe dout there ar
act relate human beings are constrtute In part, In an
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throunh rway Inwhich the arrntro lect or mternalrze the outer and the
ways T which the inner is &eceirno

thaﬁ tmemoveontotnet ng oﬁHethreedrseoursesthat
domn]ate our thinkin q about War an eace—theaocaXpt e
e e el
Rl s, it
cP utdn imm d?ateer% totﬂatwhrc 1 nesusaw aran eeﬁ utte
N T
one feagstodeat tshe othertoP ?wec gseth [t st path, ?

v\té bl refuse toacknovvled the ne rnessof xtrncH]on aIIthe

IMCreasin o rep oS 1o brin |a er ane

ecome eso eah an n g Ongo th

cmen I wea nourv |on |

a |so vn |m an con ed our

sco ra ethﬂrrgh of ag carro
nan r |sme asvnl ac n

|n N as th h [e qr I
8urse VS ?ro ?gnq praespara(rturgh f\r/r\rett\r/\eeeeng . yweanrng

There 1S a powerful hortatory flavor to appcalyptic rhetoric, whether in
|s?ectilarp{nrm as m%ﬂe)(llg sustain cP Mpérre prophesy, or in its
exp ICIt er Agrnus [nan estatronﬁ

|o central tot |s osture is & mode of rea éQ” ghat

avor many conte (norar F]assocrae I

aro (eratr n 0 so-cglled w, rﬁt Case S enar 0S. erhetorrcal\megets
Pr% ang stays at evergrtc na ocagntrcar umentation. What'one

S In the Teminist practitioners—ust one ‘among,.a vast array of
'emrnrst vorces—rst ?

claim tﬁat War IS thr aten|n r%%rsorrii
1ea|rnﬁ order; war IS

; e i o QLT e

benevole
i oo ot o i
eace and nurturing wnic qrwil fromano logy ofconcoradance
at 1S ec ically Or ex usrve emale.
the apocal recam afuIIne s of

Bern%]ethgtevoke |ma§s r ﬁ FeffltcrgnIS actj LE I?rlerst% whereal the

arr rs.between eog 6 ave een me ted awa rsn tron ofpe
traffics. In )nary JJ\R/ cf As | Indicated the ¢ orcefare resene
stakerth er/ors thecontrast etwee]nmascH IS 8atrrarc e¥
olence, . disorder an atrrarchX n-violence armolnf us or
ere are téftaco eo ﬁcentex mples, an og%c r]at hem
qse essly. Tdraw these froma ookca F g eb of
F (\rv riter says wars are not rn%%or of t r]anrzed
llling presided over by men deemed the best, an |n act they are
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clear ea on are exten ro ofth male selfwhich is
rttr w assron or sto ourrsh women are
thrsr ovrn ene{P

earerso rites ang rnrsm and nqn-
fv Eeadrn natur >%Ytocoorigrat \re

Mrss!)les
vro(!encesee eron In it hea
Frturr ehavjor necessar rmonious exjstence
\m}cagﬁ] SMIC emrnrsm 1S nrmae tor %n or atfunge en
e higher uHrty tenabenevoen(s lew Of nature which t

getscontrastdtot des ?rhs ofmo em nuclear culture.

One ofthe Qractrtr Ners oft bsa 0ca grﬁtrcmo e INSIStS Jr} tthe
qlglroueto tranﬁi)matr%n would be Tor women who ‘hear a erencf
reldtionship. fo children than men do and ar]% more connecte
empahhrcwrth the envrror&mentthan men are 0 rcrarn ansojute g?wer
overt Processo repro ucHon arwlr ituatipf utterly rree nx
male influence 98 to requce t eTRum er of men In the huma

Hulatrcfntoan eal often Ipﬁrcernt rsa nenn a]rant%escontrnurrlg

everlasting peace on eart riter claints that this ratio o

each,eved In one ene ar nrfha Ip u,a on re ro uce

?rma manner, an one fa 6}iovu arme rs hecombrnatron
0T tWo ovnm fo createae e person. ereaver treme
Version 0 tﬁe Insistence t at we must rteraI tra[tsfor Hman
beings—in this case creat) afles an o’ Inate ma f—rn order to
ensute eac ordt ‘oossr it Oy eace and.destroy nu earweaPons
F ominant a ca tIc voice in the o[p atrorf] tage

hough ear essb hose eaca em rst wrch lows
n ment h reIr rous en mers ho ﬁ gean ear
0caust. 1S ort‘t asourc 0 W asrgnt att ture—the
rrnerscueotrueba levers fromthe halo fa t—rsdrawrn rézr . Just
oref 8 ﬂﬁ evoured In an or estruction r elievers
wr el rawn o o a ro ISe rn e Book 0 evearon

b drawn to God th t
r than awzy

Apacal prc arnn rrrto n}aétP/ rat
strr\ﬁl rror ﬂ) M(())J uthoro essed Assurance
ome rt eBom InAmarillo, Texas, In a recent essay:

oIecomrnt e Biblebelt to speak oyt against the nuclea
esrsrrﬁtascrﬁ (to}t) rwrneipetah Bn IClans org ra

il e
M} anth icomrn soon{o E%te%arﬂnpr aratron
\rrumﬁ bt axematn Qtshe rrltsess elserr&%s e
war ec? eBec are?or%su? lle there rsyeét rme)ﬁ)
Httarnot sth theDoomsdaX

cientist o Bwminutes ? Crlr(r(r)tfr hneutcJ e'é’”"fgo“ erHed

Been reacﬁted Hgs been usi)d bF revrva? its?orcenturres In tnneb r&estrﬂg
of souls messa e IS thec ck, not turnin

MESSae s reyou d ngca en any mo ent” AIIthrs

IS nor fare apoca tIC anticIp thﬂS ptjerrors and yearnrngs al€
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thrn new, bu there 1S a ne ent here angd that is our abilit to
0 ownthes oW urse eswtglh/{ntabar ecrrgesh funaament%rs

|

habrlg which 1S to re ternatrve%tgecusrv |Sjun tions, all or
Pthrn gso utq soluteev lac orW te that ave
a[]eaﬂ indicate ?ac aracterrstrﬁofapoczi]lg ptic thinking In ﬂeneral
et f]n its secu arversrensor ere, In the end time Versio

gtrc Version t s more Americans than

The religious agp cha)(
erther(thes[ teqic Ryc 01Q(ISts voices, theftindamenta stmodg
extenf eon teAmerr§an Bible Belt, ANje sonsurve re

cou orndrcate that over 60 million Americ sagout
ercen o evrsron tewers e uIar tenedto reachers who
em that nd opre ent nuclear war n our erme
ha il e'%“tt ° tcttt attheateart Wh%t%”eshmet' “Txdellng
usabo nucﬁearwa nd, accoraing to abassu r?y & |zI %
ousand evang stg?s

etwor re ort Rocumented that o[ I
ndamenta ISts who.atten edthean ua natr(?na religloushroad
thousand  are |ona 1513,

anvgﬂslgrrlong neslsrrgaé trrne 0S cktotheSESthS entury; I
e e R R v
stqpes Weﬁome 10 tEea €0 thp%? ﬁ[ﬁ)mw IC or?zorh]

Wi brrng[ s}?rry ﬁ Byoguma Eart toa%lose e VIew
ain h nat those who have neen [s]ave wr’] erapture will be grawn
% s the tribulatio oured Into the air

the earth | seﬁ ?ers%?rgj %ncltheisVIrér]ltle%s\évgrgt}c]nJ chom ghrﬂoe of
Etrgt%lrsrgq r?tthmﬂ nrletgg aers] (Joes out over tourteen hundred religious

here an r\e’\slgs tht of%r throy hthese rh%torrcal practices, .if

eachh ewea ave |t% ong with some ver specrtrc
S en ern an throu iIch t exrr)ress e sentiments
ocv ersand oss |I| les oft Beseg oment: that
|st echal en t 1an uz%e e and how mi htwe

e]to It 100 |zrn o cou a ttra rmatjons |p the .
c we hrn ou tYhin san ther etorrcwed o wr notrnrse
W dswe ee Al th con,c sr omenan
e lo owars |ze language.

ano

Lhre the

erha avesar W e an aeo warand edce, Tor

br o orrct Iavee rat alanguae at}ooks

to eace uonI rou htemostterrr extrem 93% war
Ryszard Kapuscinski, | an essay calle 145 "Wrote the wing

\What does It mean.to thrnkrnwartrme Images? It means s ern
everYt mr%lsexrﬂrn nastate 0 1? a

drea ] |meerXtrIe|’$ 1S QSIOnrlﬁil of extre
|on'?(ﬁr erase gﬂ ermedN (t ue? orn?

%nr S I a00resSIVe counte
hep morérawr Ieeo tvvotlrj)rces good

Rk nd i,
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andeV|I On thegoo&ts In other words us, Cﬁndthebad meanm

i hmgtats In.oUr Wa anp dsto eand
um Jno thesini fere t ol ttscurt US
SA0e IS CASL I

Ehed lan ueef1 reeotv\gr tmuec ce eoaow |n artime Images,
that |sg|ngstruggle o?ggo vePsu eV|I :

Th|s rgobthzed Ianegua e Is infused within t emeta hors and tropes of
e ay discourse. We are weaned.on suc 0SItes as ? ersus
eV| eace versuswar,justversus unjust, T de ctthtswa |nk|n
h 0ssible so 1o gas We r m nenthra led by grand tél
IStoricwinneys or osers Ot g eovb) Versu oodg a]ce eog
s0 lona as our 1dentities are laced throudgh wit abso moralls h
50 long as we seek or re uweo this e rth aunttﬁ/ experjence oft
sort that totaI Way or perpe ua ineace?]one 5ee grOJmse
ﬁpPremah e relativity of all antagonisms and f dshtgs
toseelnot sneit erang snordemonsy soneonatrac n‘fern
romthattwldownb th? ewhowou 0rg zea d sys dtmtt 176 real t
In some of the re ent essly tota wa%slhave ere ee (?SCH |n% L
|scouhsel Ca |ng[or san alter |vetothenuclear 1SCOUTS st t
r ed eschews all-

€0 ogles O

ave. t prev Lno mg; Jonounce ents 0
Pto lan e}n (fany t]c rﬁ)rog ets, seekin mse to articu ate t e
ts oft W get tos %lnsrt])ace formeal
action,. for w ?t Hanna rendtc lled new h ?
gﬂ ctitioners of strateqic discourse.at 1ts most ufrelenti g the vmce(
or Infuses an ethical dimension devol sancttm n Unlike
R |stsd|scourse t I1ts most extreme, the voice | ca for re ectﬁ
?y a eIst at some ofus can use to tag t eothe{so us pathologica
Unlike the apocalyptic voice, the voice | call for IS attuned t t
Provmon Inatut]e ofenmities a rtendsht 51N Rohttcs aware of th e
act that those who ﬁte orelgn will always present swgthasnuattonof
estrangementbut ed not Te rh] tePccaslon orenmtzy
ould call e voice ofthe % E]“ uteplancm enwho

ackno Ie Sgesawor% f[beW| de |hg IVer |tytq]w Ich we are nonetheless
|nV|te {0 e[arch for comm?na |t 5as C ets achtevemer” Aﬁer
{hl we are all mortal, wealle orourchtdrensfuture] We a F
t esa[heatr ang \ivemust? conﬁront at this point, t ﬁ 0SsInl t;
a3|m|arandterr|b fate Hg we may never know the new :it
and.the new eart m]omtse |nt ook ofRevelation, and we shall not
achieve aworld inwhich there shall be etthermourntng nor crying nor
ga(h there 1sthe possinilit thatweczit gtntotakeétct onandto mk
actmwagst at Abra mLtnconoh]ecaIIed |sebnthra ed.”
re ulreag ourse that draws pnt strent%ths tlretjects the

ex besses of the strateqtc. the psvehological. and the abocalypicvoices
that | have here el hgratetp PRyCnoiod pocalyp
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w am [ﬁ uclear hrfs I\Ie %k n(ﬁr Ss%reﬁsmg8?4aws Doves and

ac Qv I|o egc;esgl VI¥9 rom BpaguBea[)\m ﬁ e\%é?\’/\}g %Z)ks

onaert ay H%j—f Ftﬂe a Ne% @ 2N
srRer ere eweavmgt h|Ia hia:” New Society
nnaWam rigrehy isa Killer, P rmed About P
e hac g a%aﬁg i
ara ano atrlarc ate ar |n eweaving eWebo Life;
ta al, Fu ment Ilsm and Nuc In Proceedin
r%% 10 encean uman urV|vaI f %w\(ork f nnJa Iege?

yszard9 Kapuscinski, cited in Elshtain, Women and War. 256.
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