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Stl’lke or Peace activists may have seenthemselvesas covert feminists,

From Peace de Resistance Cookbook #J, published by Women's Strike For Peace, Los
Angeles, mid-1960s. Courtesy of Redstockings Women's Liberation Archives
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* "Dear John: Women for Peace—Yes, Women's Liberation—Nol” from Voice of the
Women's Liberation Movement (June 1968). Courtesy of Redstockings Women’s Liberation
Archives.



LITURay For The Burial of TRAAITIONAI WoiviANhood

Chorus:
Oh women of Chalcis and Argos
Of Manhattan and Chicago
For 3000 years of western wars
In submission
We have sinned
Bemoaning death
HYPOCRISY (response)
Affirming life
COMPLICITY (response)
Where have we stood to turn the tide
Of civilization
OF PACIFICATION (response)
Of civilizing ourselves
OUR MEN (response)
By war.
|
Oh women
YOUNG WOMEN (response)
Civilized women, we have sinned.
We have sinned to the trill of martial
trumpets
And patriotic hymns
For the thrill of pride and power
And to gloiy in lusty men
We cheered and waved and goaded

Our men to murder and maim
For heroic virility in our eyes.

Chorus:

Oh women from forests to Savannah
From tribes to urban centers

For 10,000 years of human wars

In submission we have sinned
Bemoaning death....

I
Oh women
WIVES AND MOTHERS (response)
Civilized women, we have sinned
Since the first expulsion from Eden
Since the sexes were spit asunder
And we lay with belly bulging
Licking our sleek skin and learning
That Adam would forage still further
And to bring more back than he
needed would kill
As long as we kept the immortality
Of our shared species to ourselves.
Primary division of labor
Destruction of our intellect and
courage
Fair exchange for denying gentleness
to men.

Preening, posing, and prodding

Adam to forage still further

To bring us furs, kelvinators, and empires

With the bribe that we might let him back

Into our warmth and with him share

The glories of our births.

Women, widowed by sin

Simpering and spineless now

The blame is ours if they heed only

The wit and power of general’s glory

And seek warmth in the comradeship of
war.

Chorus:

Women of Cleveland and Baltimore
Of Philadelphia and Newark

How many more years of human wars
In submission shall we sin
Bemoaning death....

]!

Oh women

WOMEN TODAY (response)

Civilized women, we sin.

Wiser than virgins awed by important men

Hearts stronger than ambitious wives

Who use men and children to gain their
ends.

Women unabashed of feelings

Loving peace

And lively bodies

More than efficiency

And exigencies

Of war.

We also

We have sinned

Aquiescing to an order

That indulges peaceful pleas

And writes them off as female logic

Saying peace is womanly.

We sin with brimming hearts conceding

Our arguments are filled with feeling

And feeling must give way to legalese.

We sinned today

If we indulge our hearts

And leave thought and action to men.

We sin tomorrow

If cool computators act out their parts

Blameless, if we cannot find our minds
and cqurage

To force rediscovery of heart.

—Peggy Dobbins

Leaflet by Peggy Dobbins for the Radical Women’s “Burial of Traditional Womanhood" at
the Jeannette Rankin Brigade demonstration, Washington, DC (1/15/68). Courtesy of
Redstockings Women'’s Liberation Archives.
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Cartoon by Naomi Weisstein, V0ice 0fthe Women’s Liberation Movement, (october 1968)
Courtesy of Redstockings Women's Liberation Archives.
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that their automatic exclusion from the draft was maybe not so “lucky.”
after all—that, |t reflected a secong class posmon |n somety or which
there wasastl rTnnce t0 gaxforaln‘etlme Rather than elnrgasource
of power orvvo en asy U gantlvvar activists, It was a source as well
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ﬁ Fundoubtedl b en%ornlgrnforfefmrnrstreasonsalso asthey are still
en%m% eons o g and defense” tradition, and every woman
, It Isto Some extent a pioneer assertrng women's right to
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The Women’s Strike for E% uality, Aulgrr]st 26, 1970, New York City. Courtesy of
Redstockings Women's Liberation Archives.

There Is much to be seﬁrd for the view that a lot of what led the
United States Into Vretnam still holds swa ﬁ {as Io]p as that's tru J
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n for another term, Walter Lippman, as quoted in Kirkpatrick
book SDS, wrote:

The Presid?nt Is. confronted with the resistance, opeﬁ Qr passive,
of the whole military generation, thg,lr teachers, their friends,
t? Irfamilies. Thea temgt_to f|gr?_ta |stantwarbgconscr|pt|on
|

of

roducing a demoralization which threatens thé very security
he nation.
Ofcourse, the problem wasn't onl%/ “distance;” Americans had fought at
quite a distance when we had ,ou_%ht the Nazis, and the Japanese
fascists. The problem was the war’s injusjtce. The problem was that the
war's gemocratic wisdom, principles, and even legality were, at the very
least, in serlou? ue?tlon—ln a sityation hodse gravity demanded no
question, or at ledst less question than we had. o
When President Carter issued his call in 1980 for registration for
a draft once again (although there was not a draft, and no \ar, needaless
0 sag, onIy%sll htly morg crediple threat ofoneg1 he includeq women In
the call for araft registration. The proposal was another first in U.S.
mllltaryhlsto[)y‘ . . .
. “For a grief while, for better or worse, it looked from the climate
ofthings—the Equal R|g[htAmen ment (ERA%had recent_lﬁbeen extenagd

for three more years, dfter a massive march on Washijgton—that the
step oiga truly universal draft registration WOUPd actua g/be taLen.
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Pe%\glg Averill, Liberation News Service cfartoon, Delaware AIterrJativ_% Press,
Ne h_rk, DE (April, 1980). Courtesy of Redstockings Women’s Lineration
rchives,
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