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VIOIENCE, Death ANd IMIASCUIINITY
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oundaries ofrfrrvac natiqnan man‘too&t |ch Hav 5@ aJ

00, womenlearnheir jnherent simi etrr])eac ot er epen enI

ofthe med atrnns of the “other,” the. mae This tstosa] a msettrar

asrdet e chiefen ing Institution, the patrjarchat family, war
engenders the ger?gersn r%oerotrcal?yandp arr:rssrstrcaﬁi 4
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ItrsalsoaP entonthesurfacRO rn% atwrthwrthechref
Eerrr(rjg actrv WIth(n patrrarcY 0| Ogrca repr] uction—s
% out nrt e duration. Inwar heg ers map their relations
the “other” aong an erotic- a% ressfye continuum,

fatrn 0 eac
otherthrou hnon eproductive orthrgou ht

Xua rt)égsex groger

rer mn denn actlwt —violence. Susan ars essa

r]n qes omenr the iterature an ép anda otW etars

t ormatian, as womena]r 0 gs oot (a

sexH opna 1on.5 Sotoo K au ewe ettsst g/ofm antasres

In the Frel orps |t rature, thorou y ﬁamr es the erotic-a gr SSIve

relg r)ons nt e soldier- maIe and t ? ctive wofm r] oox

eta The commo mrIrt e an wa wrnqr

rsmem emale flesh com mest hostr ity of U ena
e0 osresexwrt aporno rap cat Itude war mae
orn raP rs In tNis Estan e, W at san onta nograp
scrr o the onjectl |catrgn drsmem ento hesexu
ect |ts rt culatron nto “arts”"w | pIr |t enre theunr
se arts H]erson "constit utrng ewhoI econ rtronso
te egr of

violating t mteer{naleaggl thrsspr(ntgda arlrgsg S0 82 i Ian grnnSUpﬂ
|mae woman oW acr ureou ¢ the dom |n0 ttle, whos

may. despqil with pollutions t e who ha
drcate himself to v enc

%sacr lity 0 Re ma

e t g unarrswrchwaéses P]
etween the SEXES areot n]reveale Int errw?3 \ons as In Ernst ri
alamon’s escrrrn lon ot his encounterwrth rlin prostitutes while
Ignting against the Spartacists in 1

With tr]err aura of unaI erable s rang ness, they would throw
tHnﬁvesa us.as we lin ereg [a ortbr alirntlt)t heI er
the ou?Fs strI Int e ?wso turbulent 3
enem str xed In ou sr wasn errw rsgere
Sit rons %e % toera \r\{ M
actmannerrn Ich eggras ourR I6S, bo |e 25at
Just Deen exposed t otherv of machine-gun fire.
The sacralrzatron the “se |n art ofthemalefromthefemalethr?Uﬂh
the Instru en talities of v nce contriputes to ? ense 0
una teran? annq ness’ owome rEtothesens vro oanther
3ttero owrng o ut such vr |0ns? the tlose
Inte ra ma yare Ca ndant in w rwrt el Pons an
netrat ns woun s “and ocatros The conaitions 0 vrolence
|ch set t.women an S0 creat the canditions 0
scuou mrIrant JU a rttan, w os Ved asam#rse on
estern_Front quri IO\% arI Was uI tn war gr her
now e fmen ? rds men | came o ee an 0st adorin
ratitu %know edge ofmasculine functioning w thecare
em gave me.
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tIeTastmthese twowa s—bgsettbn as|de the atrrarchalfamhlg

ﬁ he chief gendering Institution and |caI repro uc%on as t

ggnderr gactiyit —warceate g e tructuew contrasts

mark Wit Ipatrra ch e called a “sororial- ratrrarcha

endersrg eSoc esmarke l}/protracgdwar\ﬁr sentan image
nized coh rtso womenwrt en and men ou w men;
so mdst IS Stru ture |cate %/ ths an

eﬂen Eurm eIon econ ssenra ar 00- eman

C étren ? ar nwomen urm ar calle

roducts of ‘v r?an/e]re repudia en at he en

ran senta 3/ teco nyo entum In sout ern

L (}/ onlg ng/t nor nonr erialistic artans gv re

nown to have founded ccdr oanot erversrono t the

Spartan wo ensen ade ont armn¥ rot st n% en oft

aran the depo uatronr su tm hear est men
(% eto rocreate eout owever

aﬁr sentthem
t ogen eseu ons er accus ottm Wit heh ?
rou Sen roa twas |s arange ent whi eh to
?Hpttorstrtu ronaremt rrr egnractrcesa matmgmoiterre
? ﬁuardanc nealsofmst tructure 0 d ],a
ema sodalities which. mge V\Pe]nddrca [)ocr tho 8e
W(azons W ogv eh alre ar arﬁns ans.
lasummers Ev otrrb&smetmtemeadowsat t auiasua
mountains to mate. rf uct of nions n‘m e, were place
nntt] the argarensran* ethe |r th |rr| t re st seare
Sa |tatetI awing ofthe bow an weremsta ed mazons
tr ctu H\/IGA aonsH‘un tloned as hemr |ma rror
eco thrca un trone as an esto
owou be Broes, xrst con]%uere
aastmﬂ me, ast gwere %racles Son eseu onaysus
orcew err

Ichw S6s uép rogucti es 2 gr S OTw khn

ocre IesS m| e rst N fa %as(?

na tsu ont er mnW? eret € orme ed therr
ted elr la ulwrvsandgre< g] er(r

ma o 0\ret errhd]e he t00K [0, thelr beds t

captiv so t errspear crue ongs emen réferred the menw

Were after a osse ons of t menw 0 had cagture them, .o
St(r)rélsee“vevrv w ower characteristic of women In tvriarrro

o

f ewom rt/o em osaskedJasonan hrsmentnae (e]
?Tn ate t ﬁland ut he dr%/%n ¥ [eVIoUS érras aa
ate goa ofte ol enfeeceot] azorwomen, demurr

owm 1S men t r]doahre emndanwomeh N or et a

emnos mi htbea n.In men nd nat be ruined. ']t

these Istafcesw ISObVIOUSJs orce |chs este tline o he

gen ers, efecting their megtings, forming t eantrpahresa connectrve
etween them.
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Itrsa openquestion hetherthrsalternﬁtronbetweenPatrrarchy

and sororial-fratriarchal gender structures ]rnt eir nsrtroanm rﬁeace

towarisachanae conservi testructug triare Rtrans ormaive

st them. There are many who Wd argue t a this cha}ngie 1S a

tructural’ rathe[tharaan hrstcirrca trans ormatron Swit codes
iIshed cultural patterns w often. repe

Besrdent In estaR

IStor rathﬁos da unique ar?r?trrrepeata ?e a?tern tion O? tehO

atte e who have studied the alterations withi enderrn

BausediP modem wars ﬁave consrster] ?P/ dth ttn Pregdo ang

gower men, | herrcorisecratron {0, larger public unctrons

xpanded ‘home” were a Hrons whrc re tem orar grt

duration ofhdftrlrtra h e ret urno é)f

and Women ﬁcke 0 the reconstﬁutrg eptrrarc

onse rat (Jag (emselves anew to. the liscl Irnes% mo herh1p
her And yet this conservative.estima ?rneft rfowero

et ever rms.in ﬁ Identiti esare dne tstr}etoan
|s oryt ayin |c war Inalterably transtorms the a eftrong
rao those wno experience them, atr ome qr. at the ronh
|nt rrexnerrence betweent INes 0 rimestr(cJ gd the
Berr heries of nations. cannot easily forget the selves a 0t o?
Ircumstances, evenwhﬁn they 0 nem eretrFat ehind 't Irnes
ener It (S my eeIrn Pvaence H] ¥var|nt rsthalfo
e twentleth” centu ex arn m)an eatures re W%arde
8harac errstrc 0f mo rnr tion and nower of
emrseofpatrr rch eheatrngaua ebat%leS {he sexes, the ub
rotrcbzatrono Her(elatrons [re use % as a soclal ¢ ment
s?]sron Ith vI0 1nce as.a marker of moral boundaries,
eporn of he ore%orn% remarks Is to ?r\r/gaqrestt at there is a
Cfn‘rc d;oero chic.structlre Tharacteristic ma |n soclef|es
evident whe socr?tresmake ree transition from peace tg'war. It1s
astructu e which d ers |cantwys from atriarc |nt at
derrearonsar a? VI arzrn

ar 1cul rrzrr\r/ge they are
thin the patrrarrc famh eer uni rsaIrz f
gsculrne and “feminine’charact er wnt are nlIter ure
an a/ enderr In war, r % nfa 1S5S ca
Q on oJm lean malerd asw rch ocu se he |n
rca rncHrre M tentern urie ﬁ
drn g warg ors Is ockvrctr S, Which
Inter retfe oun ed s%l ove,” as éi arcrssrs IC, ed/ whrch
retre s rom avrol]entnorl war, and see scon rrmatrorf] It eterans
%overgrene searc es orqt?mpensa lon and rec, ng?nrnon romsgehr(
aree o ar must be reqarded asaT ary. ‘cause S
narcrssr]snﬁ nder struct ean aprrmary ctor In |ts?at olodres a
force which TUts across h e]nceso era.” |an uade culture. Fam
Bresentrstrnthatl elieve that t orcesvr;gobs Ve o eratronaroun

sausrng reproauction %YO uction, V!( HCE cara]
accumulatronan consumptron—aret orces atwork in IStory wnic
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navesha edRISt rical formagions The rimaryy Iueoftqlswewmthat
tinte ra St ervatlona nthr gy moogy 00 |Hca smence
economICS Wl%h t o h|ft0r|ca uea It war 15" Viewed as a or%e
constitutive o Rartlcu ar soclq Pl ch IC stﬁuctures we .mi
examine these hot only historica { texts, but In ur
Witnessin ﬁ ofour owntime, ou‘obs rvatlono 0Urselves, Inconsiderin
the role 8 violence In. creatin one?an mg 00d,
shapqu efensesan Istortl ons haracteristic of t er.
hat rem sf|sac osercon3| rat|ono e role wh VIO| nce
R}Iaxsmhlstonca ef| |t|o ofma cu it |nt re a|onsw |ch
faf]hlon 06a ar|sa aN u e|nw IC umanr lations
are fashioned an exp |ct It 1S as sh aP mens
relafion o other men'and to themseves eve outset this oes
%alnstt e commog usage in wh|c VIO| ce mea st e ahsenc
man.relations ortheirs verancetand destria Alve relat||0n3| to
tne self. _Many sociologists wou (]e er to exclude the relations of
V|oIence frolp those e the ba3| of S C|aI reuprncmes
RH% T ﬁ S'r?aa ec% ra%%"'% eersran] %b %%'?'
|mme E qmgtoyana Clausewitz, have msiste tatthe reggr |t|e

up by, violence maeltasour of.hum eI tlons.
% nPeI \¥|8ence|san mstrument eoma onaQ/v srvsto ‘reso(fv%

ver en a]|sms | |saw of achigvin un|
through the at|ono one t con |ct| t|e
Iau wﬂzsconc t| no warwasdlstln anawa sothe
ItS recl roc* 16S. ea 0 a.max m| |on 0 oJence
%?1 FJa\nt state of reciprocal action. tee ects

|Ip ? h|ch arem a
ents of trench warrare, have no}e e Wa |nw IC
[eCl |es |oIenceactom|H|m|zensko Fro eano
ontorviewTo toynotedt ere?|proc1t|ef viglence ar Froote
e|n une% sedb It an atwo ce 1S almost Ipvariagly justifie
r sreta |fa(£| ranjwré/ ? ar ueh
oI owm an so tion 0 ns hat Itwas only by denyi 9
e ethatthec cIeow enc %htl%eao n set|n
actose -(efense 1s E ora e Initial vio nce
|c the victim |srsgonsd|H% uch a denial |s[pre:%e 00, |n
uc |nc sta ement t nn Ves o riah n's 0{ fIIS only
en ttow entse nset at the.cycle of violence 15
¥|| hen tsm |n ury*eln ury|sla|ptorest
|c |ona e Sou ceo EPecles hu an
reIgUons re t|ons manee su mission and relat

Ml iy ansht“%r‘%gua%fe;ti

gl e B e
amu ua# recoaqnl |on]%fau onomy, resBec lendship ?rahance ont
terms of equality. The violent ncolnter Is a way of measuring tne
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tren fthe arties involved, and thjs tren?th comes dﬂwn Eo an
rlrﬁxoa mrnrs and ndure arn Itrsée dmrrt "Int s rIrt(}/
provides evr ence o su rorr and whic e Tocus F
much %ommunrca ron an m Irz tion I war. a(rrty 0
strenﬂt measured In battle W accord tot S, “the
doml aneo One Cit orr ual over not As the tenrans
Wlam the 1slan erso ust be ore Wconquere the.clty,
nga emenandensll mgt WO childre prnrn
?odsand our knowle eo men sustoconc ude

It I
enera and necess& dW 0f. ature tO [u ewhatevero EC n Iearj*
1S 1 hIOU War that one dISCoVers what one can ru INce It IS

stren%th thee cessrnhea 1lity 0 on% gar%galceg th?r?yln

rspar
Orh'% ual)r%(? daomrngﬁc%rsﬂr\,?gg}he hre%eocrf}tesrI presentalio lons and

onstrations of force [S conauc eg he Portu uese
rnt errer?orts to control ‘ra e égetss%vlendlag ?nccejargo P{ n?erge sr% %errrs

entur Were cacu atd H

ortu ese overnor ot India, blew captured na %efs rom he zz eso
rsca nefore oh Hors ting t etow Wit ra entso oH
and (e native fathers nds an son qbue e
Secon ndies, rh 1S

hom._he executed rn ome

InC ude mutrIatrP others. H rderedasot cuto

eﬁrs an noses oos ovrtrere Ca tut ean hen sﬁn

i\l%uqa\e/\ra r[p&oam % rnetsso eat earllofsl%rah/lo rs en
omena ren hom In the city to henum

thousa Wrnnr arado enc but not the love o

ann e'shore 0 he In lan cea rmuztot accs

us ect thatthrsexces t Wasac tron oranact a

rn eriority. 0 enadsu res onsclent| s rans ressin
orms fvr ence the Lese eprsntet selvesas men'tr

Thus b abeyed %‘”&E’a SR G BRI
ane pegr/tona ainst a uhmore numeroys people, 3

nt ee ort

eatment gnﬂ]uesg Rs/or OoP ur at sout o atn arﬁ chrlla of

usa orm ar hrc often uses the v%u ocrue

er matc the o ensuperrorreso%rr_;)esa A etonatrv pocpula 10NS.
ca tar s as Cortez, Pizarro and Pedro de Alvarado, the con ueror
uat ma all onsr ered terror to be an essentia resou eo
r}]%u 0rS Aréstr%/ hrsdecrsro]ntobum at t staketh 1eTS

Rt uiche | ores sted his conguest oft ecrt ﬁ”
Ivarado wrote to Cortez In a language perfectly un ersto ot

nd see] g nﬁl K/Iarlreand swordlmrg rrn{r{rp

eop
ervrc esty. | determine d% i] S
the time t atlwa r%oburn them, to? me, as rtwr fappear
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In their confessions, thatth}eeywere theon swhohadordere t\he
Wétragarns t me and were the ones also omaét .. And this
d 8o that I could...strike terror into the lan

coursenerthert ePfortu e enorth ISh | |nv edthetec niques
offerror, or were t rst scovert "t@

%ac n erance
rce inworking u on herm inations o %/et con
orthe Ima h t] |nt IS rist Hce the rucr \h trc owe
means b h orce Is translate |ntonr evron]c
no mela S un own to other s ecres It s the hum imal that ha

ecra zed In.t e most commiunicationaF modes o VIO ence, torture
rror execution, mutilation.

Torture and mutilation.. aredr nctively hyman acts: te are
ch vancehh an acfs b nyd

|es of een nhan
g(oups ar |nvoIve krn po sr dehac men
lows, (an motrvae?)ab e crue tt ersas

e oun

acrosst a en beab ehe
eh?%)cs oh ueIt ﬁ]o)n rsvrc |s J |nc velg hJH
lolence ecome ?/ olic: to torean mutifation areabovean

orms 0 8ommun atjon usable as threats and supports o
complete domination.

Thet rturer, detached from hisvictim, ma magrnatrvelXBhar the pain
R Inisters ut oloesn t eeI and thr .con trtutes n between
IMSe —td |svrr:|m a] e same | easse[] his h
torturer—ro r%ar ea the same i erty\ﬁ IC rsagart fthe
mnocenta 1S n In war, torturle the administration of
terror, sado-masoc rstrc e atrons in general are the norm, not the
perveran the are In nQrma crcum? nees.

OWeVEr ament e.and mora %;reprehen sible, the techniques
of violence used 1n all soc leties are e |dence the extent to which
violence IS no srmEr estructive but alsp an orde |n realit
Bop trtutlrntqere tlons hetween umanb INQS W er none a eexrstdr

efore. . In vro ence Inte

raest roup, 0y fhe expulsion
;?nr(s)h]hhlgsmth rou’%ra arctﬁg Ph

which th ouling’ofthe se rnvrhh
One m}a}/draw many exam ego
unctronovr enc romo he slaughter-hench o hrstor ht two
tua 7ed Int rna violence are su&p %rr
ran ont errrsectrve vo¥aﬁ arou
world. Bot ra ea eue ntherg err% ”rons
attesame ace—rn the |an alts of Mage
at rou the samet o a¥ % seecutro (o hr
mu no s ains 0 curr ch 31, er el nor
not ort sttrme t evvr ema ort% Wers e et
return to rnterrntemoresau |ou ateo |ode

ma;ont ofthe ca tain rtrf\ eeas nown roue O'[ e
laccas East, a OUH thEh rn OTATrICa, 10 eroute West across tne
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Pacrfrcwrth Itsunknownd erSﬁnd hazards. ththe y%St Jut
uarrel came 1o heaﬁA dthe e g iron ISﬁIOI’l ee oft
}/ehs(tb sdrew vvaey rom Ians S nt) ﬂ a[)f rEer
eexrt 0 ther g; ajn et?rsr % mrrr(r)e i h\anﬁ eo[er tfal e aLarg)tc NS
osed to him. %succect In kr |n rmrda ﬁeo
EEosrtron afoharn lonzo de endoza % anot er Hrs
H ishment ofthe m trneerswas exem rt& Mendoza was
aran and g j rtttha IS pary o hstte tO‘” e O”at%fuuésé”t
wasB B hrs ecretary In exchan etgra arr?o g
chggta ena u/%ea%f Orslaeécigﬂentc nnec(téorneﬁ slgme $anrsh court,
Eé riqnﬂ ye)a s later, @ h]r Sa ebounda Ine bet
ceans. r fakee ecuter% asD u)g r”ﬁtan ct VF
Radamore S?ﬁ” ICla a ess |t|c com on t ans
gunrshmento rsrebel ouscapt Ins. W SIaIPI US erIrn
Ptparent] ?un easant aP om evepgo g/ IKed an uvhow
oe JX/ regum tron re nis he te% as removed from the

tﬂ %]ort uSeSeI\F/)eore eqa thgcé e rde fslaho pr\}\?ﬁhgrg tsaelrnern
rr onero a mrra shr was htto eoo reem Q
exce |sauthort |n nhr ogreat m
ran etchr one erso ra esex |t|on u ht
ou eserved at ath ad ¢ nsp
over he action uto he rrncrpa actor aJso. |am oan
anot eroft ech oniclers, was ot 5o spire, and descr
a martyr rather tr ehel. efore his death es
or Gog’s kin Og hg

ortrf, d and ravis eél with the eSQre
Imselt seems .to have as umﬁ _the assrvr r(esrﬁ ron
esr na ed |ct| |vent e ceo g eheade ﬁg tocr
retu eb rexecutr echoset rmelrandwas ade
he ore ssem ed CIEWS ]aRcrs etcher sawgre
epara etweent ese two Incidents. The execution ot Doug

Ief unto o(ﬁr fleete a Iaraentable eXa Hr%Ie of how a oood ag

Hene an, w vancemen |ttorr\ cfa ?
Imselfe: an mo posteritie [an emep a

Seekin
cala easrncrﬁernetdtoJ at port, ang suc IreacZons a
arcth prhe ordanewIo alfe o? ranle ead(YV

tsame e neere a out the sarfhe time of
eae vutnesse the ecu o]ftvvotoeeh emen: su e{ tqabOt
or helreca see o qtt) N esevrce ener ﬁ

P o es o Wrth excellent qualities, t
one firty=elg ty arsater eot

%tthereae deeper o/a[ IIeIs In both | sance the ex ulsron of
nomalies romt e travelling society clarified the order, the r atronshrp

ty
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hetw enIaders andﬁ) fro whr the victi sv¥]ere excluded. The
sacrr ceo avrctrmatt eboundaries etweenwo ds weencustomar
since A memno sacrrfr (e% 150, hte{qefoe mbarking forTro an
|ngee vcyemr e b esar:rr eofavctrm
oun far gand b un cross“n actrvrty , ence,
ere 1S yni eynq ecauert 1S an act |cha eaders I-?nd followers,
ave an Interest In representing as an act o !ustrce ere the act of
mecu%on erforms a niumner offunctions; If exempl ryr epresentin
w ens to those who are “out of place. grou
r\ou le ersa Hsrlencesdrssenters It assurt st o eW 0 dccede to
the sacrr ICe Qf thelr own Innocence, rectitu e teousness

creatin n]ormcnscrencew |c a]n ars oag ﬁ ychoi ICa

Necessi wrt In social groups, particularly those undertaking ris

uncerta acrons
Violence Isaway ofmarking boundaries, ameth dofartrculatr

the structureg roup¥ ut Etr g nn ctive, |n ameans
crogﬁrrg]g boun are IStIfwet In thrs (g)rogaert vrof]ence ﬁ

at on eo anclation and onnectr W] |nr%
nces asa Ot at Whic COHHGC'[Sé hnapsyc |0%1C thert an d

ure¥ eo rca SENse We may se¢ the Ways In which violence 1S an

Ctivi Men Use to ass rt thelr |nt W an antonom

ounda ems ves rec nc the o man

ene ra cu to ewou d the ectaé ?n o wouH
ecrse |ctro o oun San ettings which o

slﬁrvryaﬁrtera may thu erea gsevr enc of onngctronsmag
an |nte rrtesvroated ar |tera re 13.a pec |ar masculine an
as0cnIstic orm of orno £ yw ich delectafes the o enr
atw |ch |s a of ponor, the integrit
male er eren orce and. law
Woun emysterrous mterrorso t emae [e reveale themask of
masculinity 1S penetrated. The masculing cult of wounds and pain |s
evr nceo a peculiarly male sexu Irt often ex rcrsdrn war
9 gain. Spme. Ins| trntot sexua SiN rnﬁr

|
MR e S e
& ( ErsswastnIS bloo

f ream of mas rejagr uncture an

ettrn Masoc not en o¥ swas
% utth tthe rewr n to 0 erae h |sp eas re

arn rt Ieasure 0 reIe se romr ensro {Itwast
reIe se, .not rnarp which was S0 g hu;,r\ﬂ ence res as a
chanism bot of FEpression em release, esecr lﬁ/ male

re a(rjuon 0 sexualrtyr at of SH imation, the sy Irsm? ono
[ Irect ex ressfron 0 sexnalr ang ?8

ncou aertgnt(r:aens? e“ée anestatro the form ofmanly prowess.’
g lgl [1 b ﬁth—rs cIoseK/pbﬁ]ungh

e sl sl erg hen ot s il i
ﬂaow |tasygnu r onor given, apub[lrc%iow de(ﬁver)e grcr actwergé1

1S Maso
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dishonors the [nte rréy of the male body, Aman is thu? resansrbIefr
ave |n ns ts assaults U on t e |ne rity of the body a
traditional oses hon oin uthorrtres with t
requestt t they avenge |n ults to t at rnt grrty

Am nrs e}refore always the uardrag ofhis own ‘ton?ur since
Itre ate bo 1S OWN conscro ess and 15 too closely allied fo his
P srca erng his wi n%ement ora oneese 0
a eresRonsrrlryforr te vindication

lies in physical violence.2)

Ifwe re ard P rbour "as a traditional Pnd moral term f rac% umulated
repress| ons or body-armor, then viglenc |sameans |ch these
repressions, tnis. s C[ IS m |J H ah also a wa 1tp}e
repressions’ {ndaey be dismant rough the. aaency fanﬁ
Brfectac 850 st ctron We rnd N chtonsoin IN€S bemg
%agart ISmembere ddrsmant] |sen(roh/
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