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HAppPINESS iIs a Warm Gun
MiliTARIZEd MoURNINQ ANd CEREMONIAI

Vengeance:

Towarcla PsxcholoqrcAI ThEORy of CoivibAT ANd
MANhood in America, Part ni

ChAIM F. SHatan, M.D., C.M.

“Do unshed tears shed blood?”

LTRSS 5 Pyl THECRY o
“Be this the whetstone to your sword.
Let grief convert to anger."1

Abum er sticker proclaims: “M es, my wife, ma
never Thl?ssugg ?]tsF%hat unsareg ?ngrrcana/s Mom. a Te pre%H
-rines and” John Wavne.  John Wayne recruited {ny men—

'%%H?'”% Sfcganaissono tne Marites, e snou szevr Ao
eyo er in ex han or their anility to enforee servitude?

et begin mr Ing the con ectron etween organrzed killing
and ale chara ter evelo m ntrnt e Marines. .

The unhappy oqysse nam vet Amerrcan r the
Phill rn Wars, an W0 nded so lers on .Civil tt re ae
Ve unc utt ec mmor ex enenceo warrro
aX§s tOt?rrsnest rﬁe agtorem §E” F? e 1arghrstr§r2rc’n a0l t“tgg et of
Ia/ln n%?an chrefr sus)ﬁratt e%u t game In Amgrraca wa% the

ANHUNT. And tﬁe vrctrm hecame tigg %unters totem.

e Beatles’ son% Happiness 1s a Warm Gun”wa f]ghly ga
?mon Amerrcan tr? ps In'Vietnam.4 Jo nLennon tOOK the S0 g tit
rom Natr nal Rifle Association ?]Iogan Itsel ada]pted rom the 1968
Broa \vay show Peanuts. But In ecomrcstrrp ow, the slogan was

Ha rn $S | awr
|Ohav unc tﬁ?eypo uar eson throws hton the
ct of rc c0 Etr coun uerr {ﬁ'”'”(%
mr ronso alje ea oescents IerIana zet e effects
CTan CGTwrtht e oI OWIN ﬂ frn mind;
To rearrange some central myths about manhood, such as
the John Wayne image;



18 Vietnam Generation
FQURE .

2. To examlne mow Iv}/oung men are militarized into combat

ealn rh arnes:

3. Toexplore the transmutation of 1mBacted combatgriefinto
ceremonial ven[geance and (iom at and,

4. To peculate ahoyt new masculine initiation rites and new

ereavement rifuals.

Lets examine how the Marlnes turn %do escents into, comba#tea S,

oun re rul sarem|I|tar|z Howdo the Marinestie inwit 3

an |tuaso maeldentlty, WI'[ unfinished mourning, with mantoo

vengeance?

) Thgio%arl orafew od men,” the Marines exemplgféydhow the

militai ct ourn tlona |fe Marine Corps.training 15 based on mass
Frren er, not on el te status. Its ceremonies are deceptions which
oa thi ? r?(posure
Let’s look at SIx ]as 8CtS of NLarme training:
Combat rlr} 9?
EE)OtlIJZsa“%Tﬂ?o ! olence:
ush/landa] dEmbrace of Death:
omeco

Impacte G ela and the John Wayne Myth,
First, Il summarize:

A) Basic ombatT amm and.Com fl
Iha escrl cesanreta |nm aper og%/la 00d,
9 onor urren er an ngﬂura In t arine
cP 5 The paper tries to conve pacto a thir ofacentu'yf)f
modem, in utrlallze combattalnln ca(m)”db coun erg ernll

Rl e
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Basic comBat raiﬂrn% constitute

mafsrve interv nﬁron In the
saclal process by which v an

With sgrrou Metimes uei area%rérrwedaccréreantgmlt}flth u %“ZQIFS
accrqns tE are never descri ﬁg rngthe trarn?ng manrﬁﬁsgan are

usua Isu estt ey are unwritten, vitally im nt
as ecso rarnr %area we%lto contrnue othat%Tp i
more “rea| strc As o teratrarnrn

r i
accddent atswhatw Jorne ?o tﬁr o rri< 25 0T fener
alfensupportrngcom attraining orwomen atera combat S a fact

BasrfT[)rnrn In Iudes
e-Indjviquation;
entr catron ith the rrII Instructor (D),
ere ards sPrren a nd,
Military Reality Principle

L Lr%ss AP.%'eV' ualrgyg (ﬁue%three totalitarian r%eaﬁ}s—unrfor ity,

EHrrrSeunlrtale?f l\r/lngr)r( !)rrrr]Horsebzir P(lgn retuttehes “at? _s%?nak%d [)a\ivcf1 bg%lreosf
ated “gn the do orns or death

ein examrnedawd nocu é’ ke new
camp Inmates—t rrs sdprn erndrvr uat IR

ecrulrtsaere uilt int frghtrnﬁ]menb e rill Instructor, who
relentlessly “de aes sanitl unizes, clothes, equips, pains,
trains, scalds, mo tg) [h

Oncet errrdenﬁrt% ee sma ed and recast, them seaofmen

MOove as one man uni orm er ormextrava antacts ofendurance
on commanr{n aThes arm. the ass, has becomge 8ombat unit

2. Id ntrfrc tion with the Aggressor, the DrrIInstructor]l (see Chart |
estraco ucto Dlsch rfatr uesmanytrmes
dagntﬁ O(ﬂ crr eare dogr narn rn ere etwr raw re%rturtﬁ
h% ehavrn tronHewrt IOadu n%'}relaenrelae'O rty]2 eevt%/raenen
cuelt basic training transfi ure personalit oun me
rde the ressors otrain em an surre rtherr ormer
Cl rra rdentr emer easc m 10nS ewm tary identit
re om In unr dof rtr reart S replaced rvrr
ndar s takes the

aIrty Them ta code condu rtsrrﬁ¥dsta
ace ofevery ay pyersona ties an crvr 1an rights

3. The Rewards of Surrender
Te DI Rrovrrges trre cassbc sadistic . dividend—the rehward?] of
er. Inreturn for ota] supmission, the warrjors earn t

urre
uty— 10 manhan e "enemy” Just as. they t emse?veg are
rrg%rrrnrir%alecf In trarnrng estructi na 8 krﬁrng reqegrtrmated as
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Cliart I.
IdENTIfiCATION WiTh TfIE A qQRESSOR iN VIETNAM COIVIbAT TRAININg

OFFICER | TRAINEE |1 GI *  "GOOK"

Basrlc Combat tTa uratlon combat Coun\}\e errilla
raining of personality Z0ne a are

BasmComatTrglnhﬁ the Officer ( a%;gressor ) treats (:) the Trainee in

tﬂz ﬁ]medvoag/\(mnz wants 5 .In the combat Z0ne, o treat

e resultant %{l ratgono personality” prepares
uture soldier for Counterguern arfare

k fAc %#Iarhr%gg)r(ﬁ?bl i rs“?‘e*éﬁ ﬁé‘da&? g(')%ﬁetéo aCun)g?nr Itf
Command

P I(Sf? ltutional ‘arran emep ellevirig
n]peregf)scrup es. Officersa I|E lests assign| L(]J toraE) ution
1S 10 Create soldlerswn tteempath Itk to violence, and

dgr constant pressure toact.b

4 TheMllltar eallty Pnnué)}e

erse ktty %remte ated, . recruits evolve a new “combat
perfona 1t ft} ompat personality (?es events through the miliar
reglit pring eW|th| sty es o cognifion an ﬁcthoananmg

mi lt I re]a Oy |nC|peem 0dl e3|e me ta|
OSI 10 ermanen erV| nce re ex Be all

ns ant t ctlea es&p se—t0 any threat ea or Imagied. Comba vets
waI on e|n3|d a rk patfr “not obes en... manwhos e
Wo ﬁ]w eat?]t h| 1S owsodlers earn tosu vive when reality

As[nra ect, BasmTrﬁlnln discoura estendern nd rief Bfor]ghe
feelings Tr mote neit { mtssur aI nor|s | trength

ImMpact 0t this aspect 0 CO{nbat ra|n|n on relatl ns tween'men an
\\//\18{2886 rings us to sexuality and com at fraining, to the erotization of

otization of Violence
arassed troops become a com atu roup |thanunstable
rou su rego Which succ mbsto e ad Ired Super-Sergean
ready Tor instant v en acutacom aIunl as pri |t|ve
c?alil |fhree gr Been [0 er? e{)? &rlggjlse Set\naer\rlave gslsrg)agﬁlcal
elm%une 10 dsestr ot onp |vn R|s menacnarmed lite, as weﬂ/
pro tlon against rea|a on 0aInst SUPErego. pressures.
ttr ctivenes an 50 tnesso WOmen are"r gnothe ml|ltaer

Tender eellngs are the most anti-martial of sentiments: they m
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ISY ombat traini To harn uthful mal
96§(Uuarflt ork?l ttngt % J}%hnrw/ gl?tg]tr)r?)t/%thu%mgndeastgs otafseﬁarat?o%
from w meH for SIx.to Aen Weeks ﬁ ory road thernah Waves
goodb t) 1S qirlfriend, while |ssmgh|s orse. He needs his horse for

btenEt thls ik

|IPn 1S ggltlmated sex%all bec Mes SadIStIC and

orn%%rap \c nev tszpd Corﬂ esu nt gatm

| eeﬁllke ou're ucklnpl e gangn sters ean

ou egun \(71t e Woman—o theen At\tavrnvets

sata |9 15ad arlta% against a shore rey seen froms

a§ 'i[f< souﬁ INin AWhorer 0 S %t nd an thervetsal

eav \eN tc())r Vet ewayl arned to hate 1n the ‘Nam. But ovesapretty
omattc We Pons y mb%llze b? merciless .con ucfst and the
J ofvm Inmastu ﬁo Oy ashion. Erotmsma dest uct|on

I fv olence, “Power |s the ultimate

apentr%dmac ! anocrrg nmllgatbt ﬁ“ ttn ed to Henr | s Ja J ction
e

na(mll Nerqy ofsexis edtotePenta

towo(Jen iin rn| xuaIRIeasurea Wn|n awea on |s
%m% |tsgre ernattér structiveness. D nn onstra

e DI I%mts his M then to |s nlas a dc an

e
i &Itﬁnwas acithed Pn% catles song

grag/fen mP with grour

BR PP uto m”nﬂ ﬁve Indjan CountF Bresents an et\otluzed
mae C? a rifle; “To stifle \s Ion%tlng t0 rus a(ﬁt touch her ha
the carhine, Its stees d"and stem and formed a menta
ueprlnt of ifs inner 8
Marines are train tobe faeqc Iters.”. After ten weeks without
om?nt ¥re9ard womgn—es 1ally foreign omen Yiessels for
|| A'fec ontowar éwo en imperils ovedi iscipline.’
yISCI Ine earnsthe mmander’s alse ¥] edle Ce turns
ou” int QWeEr appen a 8s man| Im a shanegr
orsle dl gnht nnﬁ nth tmag ca n ofdestructtve pow
ean dea n relleves

OVEI’
?nces of eroticize V|0Fen e In Vietnam Wer?
€ ICOP €r aoor

gu ners wit erecttonswhtlh #gn
ange s on ampush ejaculating at the sight of an enemy

BX odlnge
Par tr opers laculating whyle| gmﬁ]lng
INg det nation ¢aps Ins enitals of captured
orh Vietnamese Ar %nurses an
) Stuff mgdene rt/gnenttalsm e mouths of dead Americans or
tnamese
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Specr{rc Vietnam Examples
any Geor
'A ears o |haIt|Hdeboqbrn Alban e(? rﬂe 'was switched
ocs oundsu IS initial mission IE achine unnrn%

%?dld ﬂ g?teu:B qtﬁeta{ nd around hrsQet %Et awayagteéatﬁ aé

wounde et |rdbewu Georgew [rifle to?rn
deveIo ed an_erection. ent. to"his flight surgeon to resrn
ssron Thell htsur eonsar rsreac onwasye commo
tuised to |t Ut Geo e rqued that eroticized kI wasforergn

IP m re l{qrous upbnngrng esigned Nis commrssron

b

r]ank 0 (San exalted feeIrn offe nessness nd almi m%htrness fron}
mac meg e felt like a "rea [3

a| over nnl he excrtemen eeaculatr

raneatestthn came from having Intercourse whi efrnng ursts fr om |s

achine gun.2

L—t ear Three orIdW rII xamples:

r

otwhé) om0 on Hirashima named the aneafter
sm noIa t{) i\donﬂ Irk aN% nrcraﬂn avetgtrh toa
mense destruct ve ullet m sgca hebom
f'ﬂo%ed ({v)dm%ga %call IKInI™ was wr amous blac
ace &eqo In- upon'Pﬁ reat%bmer canéi_ ve%DJP |ta Wor%

nersonWordWarI Ibombers often opederectr nswhile

|r|ng

2 %%%la?altr/lc?n] I?rooor(n| women helps nﬁran%haré{del tge unfo used seﬁualr% of
e

N ecrurtsrntobo rou ready fors |t SeCO
Eulnoqu compassion. g%?t%ot 1p [ tan vestr a a erwardsn

and stro gatJ heerﬁ)eneo the de aed n |sbo
It depends on'su nt %atr evrc e produt rs s Sa age
trrn so retr{a es area< e um nized as aB]gs
ewr letnam films |i gpse o

eta

lﬁ BascTr rnrn 31showt central Jngre rents oru us
manhood entail readine s 10 acg vrrth rr}]stan vrol%race and wr%

com U”Ctlﬁ” Thesi(rngredrents cilitate the "natural dominance ofthe

psy%%wre in schoal hat cIa src of a Thr gth Basic
m hetoreth

Tranrn (2</ ter oung—a esl e
| oussongbu %Eﬁn rou umr atr d/be\

ol T e e
P% puY the 11 ¥ q( gu tFe)ra \)\]/% ne, these
men 0 ttOU

wrt their te erness and thelr |I|tyto mourn.
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Informal NI%II style tr%pprn s re raed a nPsek of %ath worshrp

crack rsquaqs w odhoun

M@)g Iriors,” QW ? or De ersoE) g)1(jta]e?}/wore

dresqoa 13, anpe caIIrn cargs with the Ace of Spades or
b
asadrst %? oy rl?for otf you I8 a an eragd n%l%tan rnP 8 ﬁt

en’s Graves” 9a eNr usro otent pOWer over” deat

sym olic immortality. owon er oneve Wrote;

Yea as | walk through the valley of death

shamear no evr? J y

For the valleys are gone
And only death awaits

And 1am the evil®

h he E h
o 2 etenarrrrn ot Ce%?es%rtn 15-30 seconds, ceanYaeP/

rrraarf B e S sarr.ﬁ
verrs eatrn esr rrn

Qmet rngrs arn adeaenrn mrn
urea zetat rt ear ulsatrn n (é%rs rran e

rme 1S ompacte ﬁ/ﬁ‘ USES tom VE On. TNETE IS
Hture ach secon ase arate dlC |0 time. Int moment

the me raneo odrea ty 1S tom asunder, F eaving no ounrs rres and

BO twc Orgssfron%)\ev\/lerI eureN ar(r) eneow unregl ?r ) ¥ hrgnruesat ré/ e

em ragerﬁe everpresent aueode wra V f%Li urseﬂn like

anew “Infroject, "a reservoir of evil an ructr e nca

rnnerando rrealify fee aton again. therwrse o aa
evastwe otsu errn rnw Ich you are enmes therwrse you

ccumb to sensor rs cation. death or mutilation.
atrbnt seconds.... fpation, death lat

rrrrrrdrrrrsr:rr e o
8 Ime gn %‘t%rthrsb gieonrngﬁ it rsah r%lr} Qy\}e era
g rraa U st ﬁal sl i, ohe
reelsr]hea %e ersonalhlosar}r‘ﬁ r%hotrc Gom tunrtr ?rrlerer% Inin
ached 10 gusman 00 i % %uy thos 0 hewarrrorcul
eanwhrht Je |S no qne ﬁkan Ness (% aan] eness, no
reﬁgecfon,tkere 15 also quilt gﬁ ouf t Irstt ess off memRers

now What ppenet Im, DUt ORIy At e Seems somenow

t0r
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Permane O¥ﬁhan ed He feels ashamed over upsetting them and they

eeIa r
8th |I|ta 0yand |vrlran time fra[nes exists at once
hart ead u exp SH | cal m taneous existenc
oh fim fr mes ercepy t 1SSonance t]naprveteralncalle
ngrnas |tt|m Z0nge.” tert e]rnrtraltnum survrva |soer
wreser;t um of post- cont enomena a emer
tgnpto s, this array n restIegF fee |ns
scriminate rae starte reactro sen
sorrentaron c0 nﬁotmare an angurshe oubts a
0

reg ow oﬁe“n t(r)u A otherrs “Scay tissye” to get over
%ke r omey Iuee efgnrtely at[hereus no gnswer
cert y ot Lg t atter rHecomrnﬁ
rtial djssociation, is the most dramatic. of po I«:
mrIrtarypenomena iederland has called 1t “hypermnesis,”the
opposr e0 amnesrailt)
speculate tgatf shhack is 1 ﬁted Coan [alarm reactron onthe par(t

L e ety ol

Crine
or 0 wrtz Isorders qfthe stress response #tandrn
wrtg rt/es%/‘acgto the waI? 1S a portab(te aspect of siege mentality J

Hi An Extre eCaeofFIashb

% ucl% rrver drov Vnenams‘s Hi hwa ne “like a bat out of
fora ear ears e Dec m%ac ermine truc %nver
one ne snakl n‘qdrrtroa eltlike é{ an to see

e, it AL

MR e eatﬁar*hdah
ﬁarrg%eh éac to Vietna Jn stjas sure?y as seern hlVAtro ésm rh
age/eept th&sn jOB not knoww ther living 1n a split time zone 1ea hintto

“Coming home, there was no homecoming.”

Im acte&t Grief and Bo HS Manh 0d: he John Wa
Jr euctron an rIIr re evet nsrn the of
hhud 1eS a dot ran com ance rv lan life demands
these see |negsrm se]s restrar and Seale ovr the nee
s S 0 T L e r i
utterance ucﬁaclagtgleastoxtrn?rnrsh%d%r ’i?n acte grr vd/hrc
encapsulated, neverendin Pa? 0bs the resen 0 z(a:]nrnagn
%QWVG Intimacy, an

{ g {
pr%%%'éseé‘t ear ?syr%tom sqgaend syndro



CHART 1.
Timough tHe MemBrane of RealUty

PHASES of TRANSfigURATION ANd REINTEQRATION btfore (l), dIJRINg (I), ANd AfTER (I11) COIVIbAT.

. . |D | N
&NDHCIIl Mg uprooting Wﬁmﬂ,@:'\' lpPs|éE regression and Fst]réuét rggo [Q%A

Bt ?pre e nam? surrender rsona | Ces
C|V|I|an de t|
Il COMBA ] T desensitization ilitary |denti
Counter I‘I‘I | War are THROUGH THE MEMBRANE %
I REARATION s rmscucn ﬂanggg%g@w Tesensitzation” PsW\ﬁ%t { oy
zpos I‘Q}) MEMBRANE OF REALITY disson nce FEnUManization nlanS engr{]neensa
24-48 hour euRhoria 25 years later:
re-ently  (transitory) wolaﬁt ‘%var,,
dea hanies

| am grateful to Steve Seid, Vietnam veteran, for his help in revising this chart.
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W? (‘;Nlefb come3| cted ‘he soldlerssorr |sunsgent the
ne |s S|sunto %%umsune |ated thiS pro essﬁoes
ilea pressm or fI dﬁ K, 1ts affe Ct'Z’f energy can Si R
|tanzeda turne |ntoad|ct|oB to combat.43 In offrer words, t
erothzatlon o the co ba tunit can ne converted hack into ?om at or
com surro[g tes, T suro ates inclu emerce(nany enlistments,
een ment{re-U p|n |c Work. secunty&)no orcompulsive of
ugue ere enact ent m at situations )
After discharge, th ve | clin st%h|ﬁconw tlonthat the “heroic
Jon ayne | aeW| e Im thr ﬁ atlts |I|tar t?o¥
malintal Msonan andtat ancesor ors Jg e ITe
susta]lnlng Secr a

e|t I Warr or

oodcanb eemIJra ed once more. T

0pe re alnsthatt ecou
esym |c Im “ Oh

é/\oeqfcomb It asseﬂstetr mph. over atho ave

gon ore aR WhOWI omela
Despite the Marine mythos.. loss and %hanﬁ]—t e two faces of
ber avement—re aln Core’experienc swh[)c and consummation
an resol ombat fral %n compat ma)r/ ?u[pgreﬁs—but not
sbrings us tothe relationship between

Sweqlcr%fths o1m man ooc{1 mgd vengeance,

I1. IMANhood ANd Vengeance-A HypoThEsis

DISP |tasaman or
“Feel It as a man™4

Since antiquity. Wstern male childre nng has em 1pdled Ideals of
Xpe[)mascullnltg ewome eV|e e scarriers.ofemotion, men
rogr mme todgtac emse ves omemotiona ex ression:

ependen a/ n unnn care;nvm efined as the province of
menan children. The warrior'ideal 1S the extreme. To omnteth|s
c} e]narerearegn og[esswely%eg)a]ratethemse vesfromsentiment

attachment an eavin e of affect, rtual an

eeresswemovementtowomen Aeqries hardene nt CEremonld
I gance scapegoating supplants mourning an Anshed tears one

riefand. inti acy(l deg cy and ournjng—b nds nd.broken
_r]aon S—are viewe ny ter thco a Fcnveness
oI| tth [OW ten r honds, maecaracter evelopment |
cr st lze aroun act|ve agqression, around aggressive impulses an

SS avio
g]te] l)rea mgg{ air-h nds 15 the centr |ISS bereavement, 47 As
have seen, m énSCO ld e5|nt|mat

ttac m nge I%?/m at rgnnln SSolk né and

ra ner?enliear tSBat z%]ﬁ geat?y abelovfe % vnIIr % |er
B ess for con}] nstead, tralnnwﬂ osters “an gne !]lers are
ansorbed Into t ecorgorate entity oft nh mortal %lon IS neta-
Organism concentrates on maintaining the symoiotic “virility” and
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collectdve survival ofthe combat unit, transcending the existence of its

Individual memberﬁ
Let’s examine three.as e? oftJt Is masculine evolution:
H) tr]bversro t oescent supereqo;
ebirth In uniform: and,

Militarized Grief,

A S bversro of the Superego
e armed forces know why compat training m tbegr with earl
rootrng om omean sepa at onfromwomen. The age ofseventeert
el oS he JaSLpESthance t?aaot Velyteorganiz
ﬁ F?opment ermits {pe/ %Qnglrgoun aeres to c[}/ssolve Su vertrlt onegof
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exa les. of militarized. mourning and ceremonial vengeance from
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case ofmilitarized mourning in civilian life; shrines
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dentity. 1t plays down the “soft” emotigns of love, Jament and s ort
| ha R )hardwattnudes (hed(r)ence f! % U

eS
sr]ngrt ch racter and ada five Westyeaeper nenI ef
both.war and peace. Asrgnr icant eatureothrs change | tern ity
{0 grleve comrﬁ

Re nronso eh/te combat rou have been flourrshn They qo
beéon swa pin rstorreg 8ten the saerea 1S |ccrhb%

emen oI new draw rge num er o[(
}lre com at veterans srn the |vrl \/\?aP ﬁ (g

routine a he e ethers or Anqola ortern

dan (Ercara ua, foré % r.and ormeﬂy t%r Im ab
ho es ne re onsorrs dre) Frtu the |stur|
ucces ma az ne or rcen |s e FoWn,

ry Barracks In

omma ant e My DISCI
I\/W\d// kee |sconsne Iﬂ'[ tnamywar P

cour won tthe aGrou which finances S ldrer

i mthtmeton RO e
f coores ec d ear It Elou%?de n/ SIzZe, me out erH
trmesa rands SPEr ISSUe. As mont | s ons rs
ann onventrn r’ve estruction, links porn
ﬂzr sé)ém IS %rrr] N accecosgr use 10 Openly recrul to t

S ouetrd We >eon the lookout for the.de eIopmentand wih f uch
soclal groups which ractremrlrarrze ournin uld these
enarmena be viewed as ear signals, or oeacons, forecastin
eIni |at| Fresymption vr ence or for comba, perhap
even of calls for autho tarranrsm and War

g mhglrc(}r}Voun boI C Loss

H We pe ont eIoo ut or ewho.cann tmournfull ?Th
’eman epen § %

ef attac e.lost ectorlos tCalse.
nabl gy contyo etorment N

ferrngr er avement IS Ot
mi e Q any C |ca cae q/ en epor atient wno

eormou When faced with an |m or n |oss, but
rat er eve Pge 4 paran mP sta %—thetypeo paranor trans ormation
he core ormiliari e mourmn%r
mcewear mo makrn mals, perh themstftﬂ)n en aI
Io esare lic’ WO ana/veterans err lef|
esyste the nrte tat bee vvon erse ene ce
efeat as se lous blows to t err man 0od, their honor, d their
comgerrvg rrvrng
iventhe right Conditians, rian(n ges%esakhntomrlrtarrzedmour
al scale

GUr on a group .or natjon n the loss of ferrit Eg
i, O ol

Rhineland, Igan al the 10sS o? empire or the loss o
h at S0 grers—t at

S i ¢ SXpaTnGe WEITKDON o COEeL




Happiness is a Wahm Cun 146

en only combat relieves their tension, e| epression, their loss
ft ly combat reli t their d their |
ﬁtrnee 0 pﬁythetr ues ett|n hurt, t elrneed to Stri eoutat
ot kr)s—or atte selves. b at resPonse ersists arter the
com settln no ngerexwtsexterna SIStsh fa)tisealteﬁnatlve
thes al tenSto saenot av(al 78 e, 50 that the
c (e g en&e\ % mternahze
escribed how |scou ompats lona %IEf
nstea theK romote a aran osture {0 e
svegaef étnt ort rgets exterp ormte[na

patient, wi
ean rIVflte eremonh S are fsh needeg
facifit e} cfo%] ng of communa rankf he eahng e wounds 0

talelo earog P/”agw R%tslg gsss%ﬂﬁafustoms DIEVENtS groups an
N earsaeo Ir Francis Bac?n Cha

ree cbello
ueen liza eth t\J/rorPo e écharerltuasfor ?
|es rltua to revent em0|h S0 ters omcreat ﬁ? civjl strire
ewr mem a ces and some hos ta s for maimed soldyers” were, he
sserte C|ent erecomﬂt edth a]ropean rPIers resurrec
eanmen, 0 an eans the |um reat auglfa IVES an

onatives. nam only the re urned 0 |soners -War, an
some mqsmg IP ac on hC?se remains were' recovered, receive

letnam \/Nterans \Were
ashn;gtoda eX oret e entire csft
t a%/% nds. Forthou ndso veter nsan t elrfaml 16S,
(ﬂ ISmonumenth
a rofoun

memorial In
e he|r on
th ra uftlcevent tc
sent

comparable public acknow
\9 il ? fcecitoceate eir own anti- heI[ IC wgr
°eVS”t'§t?“ laved homecoming—
? e]aden %yﬁnlted § |es was
conspicuously abs romWashmgtont roug outt eentire |cat|on

V. Conclusions-A merica Imaqgines MANhood:

MiliTARizZEd Mourning, Ceremonial Venqgeance, ANd
CoiviiNQ of A ge as a Man

Andthen there’s tha jv 1 Ie mourmn

rica we rarely bhout W t
”lhe Russians out that wara3| It
hap ned yesterd

Larry Rivers, 8 1977
,’QA Eogus Manhood and Militarized Mourning—The John Wayne

|I|tar|zeq mourning |s sub tltuée er\tou‘pnaJ sat|Ffact|on or

Promlse rmatlon rote dt rlef f?

su mation |speak e|nd|V| ual ortecoIIe tive can feeI reI|e

tran 0rts o |nto cation, even Im htmess However,  as

mla)analtléeme v&ucﬁ Ejtltutlons caon r|n l}g{n eorrear act:o f%a
nsw?nc%fl t% Xpa H ?

expan ed to sustain t nd provide relie



144 Vietnam Generation

do sr]ot heal OIthe narcis Stlf woun%s of %rle tﬂled r?a[) ﬂ?‘r’]\/ an ormv%%tt\r)v%g

R |“ngﬂ

i/vasm sed atthe crucial hme7 Urtyyi t fIness
vuIPera ty r]]assmn res te a3| aﬁe
replaceq byt q ment 0 aparoyofto ness m ed |nt
VB er-|u |e 0 man %o 05 erare maximize
hile affection an |e are s ed o |m acte [1e
turms I?atovree\t/reon ele Itﬁlm#ltes gl sollerscogsjlg%outo oday’s Action
y f De-indivi %nan gentlpea%nwn the DI (theaggressor);

he eWarads o surrgn el

e le Ltlmatlon and erotization of violence:

egar lon from women;

N6 paranoid p?sture ofcomba]t and,

ne mystique ofancestor worshi

These roc sses ercola Into soclety at Jarge. and promote the
st Bne exar:HEle% m|jF grlzatlonpoib eﬁntqh

|I|t rlzatlo
ound In civili evvenam n compliments a woman Wi
ﬁe |st ehlg estacco ade out I|keam this emﬁans
eab||| Stat[stics, nUMAerS ataan counts
Wlt acts uch men have een soclalized to

emqt OR ){? dealSOr
V?h Altern&tlv%\go ehs 8 f Male Emotionality—From “Any Boy Can

avol act ofe 0t|0n83

. eme[ urn to the [? X POhIStOfICEﬂ Rrobl ml 8?Bed earlier. Th
ncreasmg er%nmatlono Nce as an ingre e? ogusmar]hoog
h rav Icafjons fo J P enﬁlneer ﬁ soua contro éw
O Gs EW%%?&J?%EFS by 1l EnaInectin, e negt Lo Sidy it
HP CP(_] male evefo ment. Ifz?i@/fé) atlveP ¥h mclugetlhel teqration
ola nd 1]l smnst tegratlono Inchoate

glescent Initia I|on [tua H
e and sexua fantameg mls s and needs
ou my O‘1aracterawa
56S towards orlentation

U RE B e
E\lﬂlChC nter on a grtesmuonLé EI% ctf’exgresswenefs a[ad tenFerness
e erovmc women? Canwetos rmodeso eqd ment
\(/)vj]eﬁ” acl ate enderness and feelin \9e e nwe romt

Res armg
et een men gvfﬂ)om owedtf erent wwrar
n}aa feren socleties aps 1S Can rowh ont e fate
orfeelings |n men

Model h? nited étates ‘Any. Boy Can Win”

the. United stat tral th the making.of
by slFimage Boys e e et Ay boy . Corpordion




Happiness is a Warm Gun 1b

vec ardrsmott “Winnin rsn‘teve%hrn It the onlx
Qﬁ hrs SNOWS U ra Jaces, On the commodity exchange, |
stre hts, In airfine advertr Ing.

Moqel 2397% andqug\r/\h?&%raArﬁXmledrrggr? EA?XP director éold me he had
theme 0y can win” with Arg 8%glay 8
gagﬁfﬁd competitive games and scorekeeping. Girls and boys playe

toge er

(Yvedrs r?]s(xlshg sts oIrtrcaI scrent sweJe amazed when |

ﬁke Cem ec mega duér noncom etifive,
ey sal Itsourhrsto eton ndre rsao wedish
Emres SWept across ur hrss socr can oste
Mes In" emotiona de elopment ot a emae emotiona

di ?

en§%s al—?alnnsev'tal eus nzen er a German poet who had Ir
In Swede Sweds sae overned In. a..ti
}ashron [h%f gﬂ] F[ ik é7 %/

Wrote:

o hrr%grcracgagrg ol
p 938 Wmes uotedéh/mseT tewart \rvh se 16
0I soh usu a krns U[roun an o
esamont oah tod h ms hat
ewats rmm earm rst est posgr Ieﬁr orthe sm
efen ahsaccu In NI so e oan !
tewart’s cause, he said is a in e0 Ie awar et eareopen

ame and must be prepare C OB’rs Ve
: mlehrsgbrnt at t g Rﬁerweavr&g ?psyc IC ana social fabrics.
Now, back to mannood In Anterica

Vo rlre? Fg{]ﬁeerdo?har}?%omw%]atvgrhrr] anue}rou h war. Since de
g]ueurlh e armed manhdn k g &uer the viral
ma érarts

aver ressd oreign erv
[Pﬂrn 0r}twent on Vi rIan rsm e968 News apers escrrbed

art fre usergb ecreatr%rr]rS Yn 1 §8ra oCer %r hooor}égh
a or ru nrn are ht and not In

om ex sr con ues ce ts father

ecol ective, a ent IShom.” Sincé

“K ?’%{W% er, h?satou nowlrves round In a

he
s f Ing in Io{/neda% f Qrsggaehomybn(c)h?rlrje Pr%lh]rgatr? Aghan 58

Model4 Fr htrng for Power—'A Son of a Gun" or “Why Cant My Bov

earln ggr
0 Imperjal America, \Vjetnam was “she.” “She osho that our
Ieadersha) ‘guts” ancfa'b | "Lyn on ohnsonsarg egot IS pecker




146 Vietnam Generation

mm ocket" to show that someone was jn his WerSB Our actor-
cﬁj fsald, "America |ssta 31 Wagam—a]f ne postu

a
nes ere ‘screwe oth senses yTedd;y Rooseve[ts
succe soﬁp

o“‘ ears.9

th conc m us’? It should concern élS bgcause no ﬁ
Westr cu turess a[e | entlca magrs of manhoo W,
French fin |tnatara th[a Hte ectuals can exercise g r and that
Ower can be int Iectua ussians assume that pr Ionged Intense

L#Snmﬁ 'S|% dra}o ide 0rd and lory. Qurhoxingc NS are
é @1% Sr% \f)aae all sea n%ns |thﬁﬂeWorf%| erles.

erswan1[to Tearo onents heasof uttnlgethelr
ats In Qur hese tt|t gs Cﬁn turn mIo scent

|n|t| tlon r| |nv b destruction. %
rom 1 N ot |atrlst WorkedW| édole cent
malesatHl Iada}Hosplt sgc plta In ewY |ta/ ver
v ‘\R/Ihln daymo ers—aso ers eaeg}e USWI eman
rnt meb eU aree ected

ﬂ s%g\ig%rtehnetls F] [i t%at thg/lrsonsgn Ef ? ﬁed tﬁglrre %%l Pegge%?r%asguﬁe

Inltla on rites.
Summar){h 'Sons of Gu s A%d '"THe G reat SMoot-Out"

Within ghmﬂa of Bere rY \sto n?/ Ifee that ps cosoma
choices can he. made a 8 divi g ofion eveo [nfen an
8alnst indoctrination. h0|ces C da de a ou soclal.form
alnagdw'thattach ent, |nt||maceyan loss, . Wecan e5| nand intr uce

olescent male rit W masculine |n|t|at|o r|te a]n
ereave entcuston] ?lcsaree en no bem ma éj ic
ehween reabmso eeling tra |Pona {0 one sexa
dto f(her enwor anas I|n an rturl wpmana
tetra t|o ee|dro fe O\M) osows It |sea
nge% efqre ord sm ntrea
stu eresFI 3/ w stP edAs
urmgtpwame Inthe Soviet mon 510 usedont ewar
sectlons ar a eacew ile qirls concen rated on the peace

SECI n
petItIOHISSU OS%d'[O romotem mat TIFV erlca‘

ent
iﬁeﬁofﬁée G o G ey
aaaa%a e aﬁ'afg:ah Jintes %f’w it
H) Hi[) %r tyand In ods 0 smgrnelmcudmg
orbi &Ne!move ts?ar rs \Wee o mebog a]rnﬁ

ave %cnbe eot |c atontana ﬁ gerrlspcaﬁ

eyarefascinate bycrue re atlonshlps yranny’s de



Happiness is a Warm Gun 14/

eim to nthe “Master Race,”but onmany ofus, Much has
B (n M%ﬁneg)o Q i} Home

een gefo ense c%mmtt]ntt Rroytdesa

and roa or men] Who Tee co lse Man gs communHX
Ha iq%ea Worshlpper er athodtsso Ve nig Jdentity Into t

b% %ﬁans & arne(?u L)so ers 1ts.members

an oat at—t ﬁ/ Ledt e|r|n VI heg/W| become
emana lons of, one with, tie Supreme Legion. formation IS
Ela?eétncga esexualtzatton of destructive power and on the rewards of

The 8ISSO|UIIOn ottdentd Lre 1SN tcommuntty Pough It can relieve

Ion I|ness Its cce fo the unsabt ity 10 reqress to ag

ear ler Stage men In WBIC ets a0al n U sepﬁrae
enda oft uIed verg lant and |ant 5S. 1
enu hat |n om reflects some faws ofour so |a structlu
at soua ure cart N |sw0m some Seeqs, nat only of

bogus manhoo uto m|I|tan tota Itarianism, where happiness is a

warm gun.

Hapﬁtness IS a2 warm gun
Mah-Mah, bang bang shoot-shoot)

a{)%m%snawarm n
e od ou In my arms
Aﬁ feel mX mg}eron ourthtg er
ercm\tltvsg ?tapetn%ss 54 SVQ?m
ﬁ tPng -pang, shoot ghoot)](D

William Shakespeare, Macheth a play. Cited from P0emS and PIays of William
Shakespeare Nelson and Hill, eds. (Cambridge, MA: Houghton Mifflin) 1947.
2 Chaim F. Shatan, Bogus Manhood, Bogus Honor: Surrender and Transfiguration
in the U,S. Marine Corps,” Psychoanalytic %ewew 64.4 (1977) and in Psychoanalytlc
Perspectives onAggression c.o. Gotdmaurﬁ % ilman, eﬁ_t) n:.#)u que 11< ngalll
Hunt) 197? 1978. See alfo David Rabe. | € BaSIC alnl(l 0TrFaulo ummel he Basic
Training of Pavlo Hummel dnd Sticks and Bones—Two PIays (New York: Penguin) 197,
1983. Dirill Sergeant Tower states in this play: “There’s nothlng in the world lower than
trainees except civilians. And we, hate them all. AlUM And see, F. Redl, “The Superego
in Uniform,” in anctions for EVI C. Comstock and N. Sanford, eds. (San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass) 1971.
3 Springfields, named after the city where they were made, were standard Army rifles
from the Civil WT] m1861h ) until World War | (1917).
4 Tim Riley, Te y (New York: Vintage/Random) 1989: 268-271.
3 Shatan: 585-610.
6 E. canetti, Crowds and Power ([Yew York: Viking) 1963: 183-141.
7 “Stirring Spirit Lifted Higher," L el\/Iagazme (30 July 1956).
g New York IMES, c.1983. Exact date unavailable.
*  “Immediate and effecttve domination and demaralization of the victim is achieved by
depriving him/her of clothes.” Dick Francis, The anger (New York: GP Putnam) 1984:
222. Immort ed by Leni Reifenstahl, H| qwtous protege, in her electrifying
fiim, Per Triumides Willens FﬁteTrtum holt eW| See also Susan Sontag's brilliant
analysis of the films of Reifenstahl in NEW YOFk Rev eW ofBooks (6 February 1975).




148 Vietnam Generation

D Commandant R.N. Pate (Former Head, U.S.M.C., New York Post (7 May _ 1956).

1 Henry Allen, “The Corps: The Marines Build Men and a Certain Beauty," ashlngton

Post (5 March 1972); Martin Russ, 1he Last Parallel—A Marine's War Journal (New York:

Rinehart) 1957.

© S. Opotowsky, New York Post (4 May 1956), quoting Marine Colonel Sam Shaw.

13 Shatan: 585-610.

¥ Chaim F. Shatan, “The Subversion of the Superego: Uses of Identification with the

Aggressor in Basic Combat Training." Paper presented at the Fifth Annual Conference of

the Council of Psychoanalytic Psychologists, New York (30 April 1972). ..

15 Peter Bourne, “From Boot Camp to My Lai," in Crimes ofWan A Legal Political and

PSYChO|OgIC&| InquIry, Richard Falk, Gabriel Kolko and Robert Litton, eds. (New York:

Random House) 1971.

B New York Post (24 auly 1956).

I7 Chaim F. Shatan, “Through the Membrane of Re lit¥:, ‘Impacted Grief and ‘Perceptual

Dissonance* in Vietnam Combat _Veterans,"_PSZCﬁlﬁ lC Blnlon, 11.6 (1974): 6-15.

Translated as “zwite* UNd fMilitarische’ Realitatswahmehmung. "Uber die Folgen einer

Absurdital” Psuche. 6.xxxv (Frankfurt am Main, 1981): 557-572.

@ Chaim F. Shatan, .“Afterword—Who Can Take Away the Grief of a Wound?" in The
letnam Veteran Redefined: Factand FIction, Ghislaine Boulanger and Charles Kadushin,

eds. (Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum) 1986.

B Chaim F. Shatan, “Entrails of Power: I?o us Manhood and the Language of Grief," in

Women and Merc The Consequences of Power, Hiller and Sheets, eds. (Cincinnati:

University of Cincinnati Press) 1976.

2D M.G., veteran, to author (1977).

2l G.M., veteran, to author (1989). .

2 Chajm F. Shatan, “The Emotional Context of Combat Continues," in Stress Disorders

Among Vietnam Veterans, charles Figley, ed. (New York: Brunncr/Mazel) 1978.

B Riley: 268-271. .

24 Philip Caputo, Indian Country (New York: Bantam) 1987.

5 L.A.,Viethamveteran, to author in personal interviewwith the author at First National

Conference on Emotional Problems of Vietham Veterans, St. Louis, MO (1973).

2 Tom Snyder, host, Tﬁe Tomorrow Show, channel 4 (NBC-TV, New York). Program on

mercenaries, featuring Chaim F. Shatan with the editor ofSoldierofFortune magazine and

two mercenaries (1976).

Zr G.A., Air Force Vietnam veteran, in personal interview with the author in-flight from

New York City to Albany, GA (April 1976). ..

B K. Hausman, “Review—The Vietnam Vet," PSYChIatrIC NEWs (13 June 1983). Review

of Frank: A Vietnam Veteran, a videotape by Fred Simon, presented at American

Psychiatric Associatjon, Annual Meeting, New York , 1983.

2D Alvin Krebs, Berkshire EagTe (16 May 1987), Rita Hayworth obituary.

P Leonard Rittenberg, M.D. Lecture notes to U.S. Army medical officers, Selfridgc, Mi

(1944). By kind permission of Lucy Rittenberg.

3l Fred Wiseman, BasIC Tralnlng, a film shown on National Educational Television (4

October 1971); and on WNET-TV, New York (9 October 1971). Produced by Zipporah

Productions: Boston, 1971. . .

2 W.B. Gault, Jr., M.D., “Some Remarks on Slaughter,” American Journal of Psychiatry

128. (1971): 450-454. _ L

B Ml Cebulash and John Gruen, Through Basic Training with Walter Young (New York:

Scholastic Book Services) 1968. .. .

3 Larry Rottmann, Jan Barry & Basil Paquet, eds., Winning Hearts and Minds: War

Poems Bg/ Vietnam Veterans (New York: First Casualty Press) 1972: photograph on page

1

3B Peter Neumann, Other Men’s Graves—Déagyofan 5.5. Man (New York: Wecidenfield &
Nicholson) 1948. Published in French as 9.9. (Paris: .Editions France, .Empire) 1958.

3B Stan Platke, “And Then There Were None," in Wlnnlng Hearts and Minds: 101.

37 Shatan, ‘Through the Membrane of Reality." .

3 Vietnam Veterans: Coming Home There Was No Homecoming, radio program on WBAI -
FM, New York, with Chaim Shatan, Nick Egleson, and Vietnam veterans (4January 1974).
The show was the 1st Prize Winner, Armstrong Award, Community Service Category
(1975).



Happiness is a Warm Gun 149

P Shatan, Through the Membrane of Reality." .

4 W.G. Niederland and H. Krystal, eds. Massive Psychic Trauma (New York: 1UP) 1967;
W.G. Niederland, workshop presentation on The Guiltand GriefofVietnam Veterans and
Concentration Camp Survivors," Fourth Annual Psychoanalytic Forum, New York (28
September -2 October, 1972), Chaim F. Shatan, Chair.

4 Mardi Horowitz, Stress Response Syndromes (New York: Jason Aronson) 1976.

& Chaim F. Shatan, “Have You Hugged a Viethnam Veteran Today? The Basic Wound of
Catastrophic Stress," in P0st Traumatic Stress Disorder and the War Veterain Patient
William Kelly, ed. (New York: Brunner/Mazel) 1985; 1he American Journal of Social
Psychlatry 5.1 (winter 1985).

43 Bessel Van Der Kolk , M.D., The Compulsian, to Repeat the Trauma: Re-enactment,
Re-victimization and Masochism," Psychiatric Clinics of North America 12.3 (1989).

4 When two of his buddies were re-interred in a cemetery opposite a police station, Staff
Sgt. Coughlin “flashed back™ to the ambush in which they were killed. During the night,
he stole back into the tall “‘jungle grass" next to the two graves and began firing at the police
station. His unconscious wish was to join his buddies by having the “Vietcong" (police)
shoot him down. Fortunately, one of the police officers was sensitive to Vietnam veterans
and investigated before shooting back. (The BOSton GIobe, 18 June 1980.)

b “What Makes A Marine,” (Washington, DC: U.S. Dept, of Defense) c. 1960, U.S. Marine
Corps Recruiting Pamphlet.

46 Shakespeare, Macheth

47 Sir Francis Bacon, “Of the True Greatness of Kingdoms and Estates," in The Essays
of Francls Bacon, c. Northrup, cd. (New York: Houghton Mifflin):  100. The essay was
originally published in 1622. )
4 J.E.Taylor , E.R. Mjchaels, and M.E, Brennan, The Development and Implementatlon
of the Experimental Volunteer Army Training Program (Alexandria, VA: Hu rroM 13,71.

4 E.J. Lieberman, “War and the Family: The Psychology of Antigrief,” Modem Medicine
(19 April 1971): 181-183.

) H.W. Baldwin, The ‘Cain Mutiny’ Issue,” NEW York Times (21 Mar 1954).
5. Neumann. o

% Pat Conroy, The |_0I’_dS ofD|SC|pI|ne (Boston: Houghton Mifflin) 1980.

5 E.L. Doctorow, RaQtIMe (New York: Random House) 1975.

5 Mary McCarthy, edina (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich) 1973.
% Chaim F. Shatan, The Grief of Soldiers: Vietnam Combat Veterans' Self-Help
Movement,” American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 43. (1973): e4o.

5% | plan to discuss the “Messenger of Grief* in a separate paper.

57 All emphases by author.

B All emphases by author.

P All emphases by author.

& All emphases by author.

6L All emphases by author.

& All emphases by author, L
6?] William Shakespeare, Klng Lear, a play. Cited from P0emS and Plays of William
S akespeare, Nelson and Hill, eds. (Cambridge, MA: Houghton Mifflin) 1957. All
emphases by authaor. .

6 M. Lermontay, A Hem of Our Time , 1840 (New York: Vintage) 1968.

& Ine Hon B|b1e (Old Testament): Book HI, Leviticus, Chapter 21, Verses 1-5.
Authorized King James Version (New York: Oxford Unjversity Press) nd.

& Evan Connel, 50N 0f the Morning Star—Custer and the Cittl Bighorn (san Francisco:
North Point Press) 1984.

67/ a) Shatan, “Have You Hugged a Vietnam Veteran Today?" b) Konner describes the
behavior of head-hunting tribes in New Guinea as intimately connected with loss and
grief. He points out that a head-hunting expedition is almost invariably preceded by a
“bereavement mood" on the part of the warriors. After the loss ofa child, a spouse, or a
sibling—especially a brother—they "expiate” the grief through head-hunting. (Konner
and Melvin, Towards a Natural History of Violence," presented at Symposium on Rage,
Power and Aggression, Columbia University Center for Psychoanalytic Training, New York
(14 Oct 1989). .

@ Sigmund Freud, “Mourning and Melancholia,” 1912, in The Standard Edition of the



15 Vietnam Generation

Complete Psychological Works QfSlgPund Freud, vol. X1V (London: Hogarth) 1957: 243.
@ Chaim F. Shatan, "Militarisierte raugrund RachezeremonielT (“Militariz,e% Mourning
and Ceremonial Vengeance], in Krieg und Frieden aus Psychoanalytischer Sicht jwar and
Peace from a Psychoanalytic Viewpoint], Passet and Modena, eds. (Zurich: Stromfeld/
Roter Stem) 1983. Presented at International Psychoanalytic Conference on War and
Peace, Zurich (1983). .
70 J. Nordheimer, “From Dakto to Detroit: Death of a Troubled Hero," NEW York Times
i\% May 1971): 1 See also, Tom Cole, Medal ofHonor Rag, 1973, in Coming to Terms:
merican Plays and the Vietnam War (New York: Theater Communications Group) 1985:
119-150. Performed at the Theatre de Lys, New York; on National Educational Television
(WNE'[—NY) 981. ,
2 SoldierofFortune: TheJournal ofProfessional Adventurers (Boulder, co: The Omega
Group, Ltd.) since 1974. .
72 A. Mitscherlich and M. Mitscherlich, The Inablllty to Mourn (New York: Basic) 1976.
73 Milton Rosenbaum, “Interruption of Psychotherapy—Continuation by Long Distance
Telephone,” AMerican Journa[ofPsyc latry (1973).
A After the 1948 independence of Israel, its army goosestepped for several years—
another instange of identification with the aggressor"?
B |Sbh tan, Militarisierte Trauer un RachezeremonielL+
o 1010.
77 Chaim F. Shatan, “Genocide and Bereavement," in Genocide in Paraguay, Richard
Arens, ed. (Philadelphia: Temple University Press) 1977. See also, G. Gorer, “Death, Grief
and Mourning," in the Deathand Dylng series, R. Kestenbaum, ed. (NewYork: Amo) 1977.
B Bacon, “Of the True Greatness of Kingdoms and Estates.” .
D H.H. Scullard, "Part lll: Triumphs, Ovations, and Funerals," in Festivals and
Ceremonies ofthe Roman Republic (ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press) 1981: 213-221.
®& Larry Rivers. Cited in E.C. Baker, “Larry Rivers and George Segal: Back in the
u.s.S.R," Art_in America 6?. (Nov_1977&: .104-112. All emphases the author’s.
a A. Miller, The Drama of the Gifted Child (New York: Basic) 1981: 43. Originally
@Lela)g ?eer? Kt% el,Slhrkamp, Frankfurt-am Main, West Germany in 1979 as Das Drama aes
& ‘shatan, “Militarisierte Trauer und RachezeremonielL-
&8 On October 14, 1989, at a symposium on aggression, Melvin Konner described a New
Guinea tribe which treats pre-pubertal boys in the following way: a) The boys are
separated from their mothers and are placed in special houses with other prepubesccnt
boys and with men; b) These boys are not allowed to have any contact with women; c¢) They
are inculcated with a highly sexist, dominating and insulting attitude towards women. lle
pointed out that, in both this tribe and in an African tribe he had studied, this situation
led to relative isolation. The isolation, or deprivation ofsocial experience, helped to induce
a hyper-aggrcssive state in theyoung males. It's unlikely that the Marine Corps is familiar
with these tribes. However there are striking parallels between Marine combat training
and the acculturation of boys to hyper-masculinity in these tribes. (Konner, Melvin,
"Towards a Natural History of Violence.") Leonard Rosenblum has studied the social order
of non-human primates intensively. He points out that, in various groups of South
American monkeys, close camaraderie develops between pre-adolescent males. The
arrival of a female on the scene “disrupts this male-aiHliative behavior.” Rivaliy over the
female interferes with the bonding between the males. This is a psychobiological clue to
the need to avoid contact with women in the creation ofa symbiotic combat unit. (Leonard
Rosenblum, “Position, Power and Prerogatives: A Primate Perspective," presented at the
Symposium on Rage, Power and Aggression, Columbia University Center for Psychoanalytic
Training, New York (14 Oct 1989).
& "Winning Isn’t Everything," brochure distributed by TWA to airline passengers (1976).
& Einar Aas, personal communication, Stockhridge, MA (1975).
&8 H.M. Enzensberger, «Schweden—Ein ModeliT ("Sweden—a Model?], Per Stem Heft
13. (24 Mar 1983): 72-84.
87 All emphases the author's. . .
&8 Alexis de Tocquevillc, Democracy In America, 1835 (New York; Kno B 1945. .
@ N. Sanford and C. Comstock, eds., Sanctionsfor Evil: Sources ofSocial Destructiveness
(San Francisco:;, Jossey Bass) 1971.
@ New York Times (July 1988): exact date not available.



Happiness is a Warm Gun H

9 1Chaim F. Shatan, “The A-Bomb as Progress, or Totem, Taboo and Myth," presented
at Symposium on Nuclear Numbness, Union of Concerned Psychoanalysts and
Psychotherapists, Physicians for Social Responsibility, New York (1985).

"This Wrong Number Rang the Right Bell," The Berkshire Eagle, Pittsfield, MA (2/19/
89). .
%8 David Halberstam, The Best and the Brightest (New York: Random House) 1972

% Paul E. Kaunitz, “Initiation Rites in Adolescent Males," American Journal of Nervous
and Mental. Diseases (195

5).
% Dwight MacDonald, in f-)’olltlcs 3. (1946).
9 Karl Menninger, M.D., response to Special Distinguished Psychiatrist Award, American
Psychiatric Association, Annual Meeting, Toronto (1977).
B Chaim F. Shatan, “Rebirth in Uniform,"” presented at the Annual Convention, Illinois
Vietnam Veterans Association, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (1974).

P P. Kingry, The Monk and the Marines (New York: Bantam) 1974 1?%—1\%/?]._
19 John Lennon and Paul McCartney, “Happiness isa Warm Gun," from | 1€ ite Album

(Los Angeles: EMI Records) 1968.



	Vietnam Generation
	10-1989

	Happiness is a Warm Gun: Militarized Mourning and Ceremonial Vengeance
	Chaim F. Shatan
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1449075096.pdf.Xm_hD

