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"l Never ReaUy Became a Woman Veteran

I,
UNTIl...I Saw tHe WaU .1 a Review 0f Oral
Histories anc]Personal Narratives by Women Veterans

of tHe Vietnam War

RENNy ChRiSTOphER

Intheoral istory col ectlonsAPlec% ofMy Heart %K(elthWalker
1985 In %e com atZ ne Kahr n_Marshall Nurses In
|et am T eForr%]gtten eterans (D nFreedmanﬁ guellrie Rhoads,
9 ant r'sgroundbrea 9 sona narrative
om '‘Before or mg “wome po served In the Vietnam war
speak out l%outt Rer enfes |l these wor sare rece t: women
veterans oft ? eld their silence forman %Xears part for reasons
?|m| artot oseo male veterans, and In part’hecause they often did not

ee th?t th eoy were legitimate veter ns. en qid not ercelve
elves_{o be “combat veterans,’ c&s Ite e actthat el gﬂmnurses

c[n ﬁ]dree Red Cross women were'k letham, a fn re Were

njure hewomenwhosgeak aooutthel ex eriences often report that
attempted to talk ab letnam, 0{1 []ecewe the message that

0 0ng wa te to heara outg ewar A man menha Imila

ex eriences, the silenc UP% women Ketera S 1S @ more com? cate
ror%eesnsgﬂ \r}vaasr agreat aeal to dowith the way Inwhich our soclety views
}}e |nV|5|b|I|t)Aofthesewo Ce Mns Keith Walker, au Porof

A Piece ot My Heart, mluch to do with the attitude oft t ebgntnt?%

accordlng {0 m|l|taryR % women are not su 0se
treqtenm sjtuatio fs ar zqne, an the re We have neve
pVe Q/ed nlmageo that |no% r minds.” ZOraI |st [es an ersona
narrat| 1ghe e Women are beginning tq create t atm|33| %lmac%e
%rus andt orcePsto re- exammeoug otlﬁnsa outwom na
estorlest Xtel are never com ort% 0 against t |‘c‘;ram In
P America that Is tryw; to rewrite.t %arlt 50 etqln? at was
gno |ﬁgsqgrd romantic. Women’s stories ofthe war contain little romance
Igor%ll veteranﬁ the 1;%rocess of storytelling s also @ roceﬁs of
reCOVErin wartl e roles. The men's arig WOP1 n’s nar at| S share
many common themes, twongensstoneso en Inclu eme of
Lirt rin andcaretaklng sent from mostmensstorles omep] ten
feltthatt erywereswg ters ofthe men, an?no% aerpaH ?1 e war
eP thelr own right. . Women in't emﬂﬂe}rgoten twhat t %were
0ing was not'as important as what thé men were doing, and that In
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addition to therro niohs they also ad e responsibilit ofatr as

mother ster, an rrl?rre y maesodrerspHav bsorh gthe

gender roest reotypes of t ar er merrcanscret eewomen
ected to subme etherJ own ees and to take reo the men

whose role scom at soldiers w svalu d more h tha

Purs sorot er ‘su ” gers nne an erswo

actt atnurses kr oun e InVi tnam not anget rs

Berceotron explains, ‘T eywereusedtoberngmrnorchar Cters,

ven ntherrown VS,

C,ackofrn rest inthe.w menw erve retnam an%thg
ulti atern rca rono herrrnvrsr rst actt att ere are no.har
and tast s rc& man nserved In Vietnam:  different
sources If erent r ure tearmX SZIf 1S uarde In Its

tafistic w(%nenw ent er n war zone. The eﬁ]armen t of
eense Irs J’ Amerrcan mr ry women r Vietna

ete[)ans fh mrnlrstratron Ists 11 00 wome There are no o
num~oers orﬁrvr lan women, who worked in arge nun]bers for the
i e A
worEed % % Ei\ leng L{he \t/var 1S Between 33, 800 and 55, 0005
Kathryn Marshall, author of In the Combat Zone, states:

No one seﬁmsto ha¥e an accurate count, Thisap arent Iaskof
daaon the Department of De ensefndt tate

epar 0
Serves as. a _reminder overnmen
%t nrglrngo rnPorma rondurrngtheWretn m gangpornts
to the more"general belief that war Is men’s business

rcentofwo nrnthe Iitaly were nurses, but women
rve%Pays ci rks, arr ntrorﬂ thth S natl Cors

als Ar

(i hﬁrlrtar Intej heWa eran I\/l rshaﬁvo{n estonta)

oral histo es 0 n(who worke P]on nurs ﬂ]mtttar
osr 10NS. ors en a ac re]e comw ovggrke Militar
Rtel ge cel on 8? rcted ensive of 1 he explain
that * og ﬁcu nt beceve or didnt want to bedreve al a
womancou ally be making decisions or analyses—an theh Rg
correct Thg second woman, Who worked as a decoder, says t att

arm ecided that women could cany more entaf tress than males,
¥hey oecrded to try to get womeh/ decoo[n ers In the Amiy Security

9 cy. 8
InaddtrontotheAmerrcnmrIt womenworking | Vrena
American crvrhan women with t 2 Re %Voss W0q< 8

drret
military In_the S upI enta Recre tron Activiti sOvers §
Rro% XR Commong n ollies, therrro Was {0 rrn %ora
2 : It

iUl n thnee chi e et
Easrs 4 Evilian omen aIso 0 wWorked in Vigtnam as?ournaﬁsts ang fo
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&eq nr atronssuchaflnernatrr%na| quntarX IVICeS WS
anrzatcn S n%/ ntern tr a eve

menca Frien 1sServreeh mittee, an orteCent aI Int ence

nge[rrg CIA).D The oral histories rncludetestonesosomeo hese

ItheAmencag omenwhose/ rved inVietnamwere t/olunéeer "

Peo Iew ovolunte(ee or?ervrce In retnamwereoftencntrcrze fer

were 00lS" for vo ur]teenng But marf]¥wo en’s st res
showt a} V0 unt ering” was not always & matter of free ¢ orce
nt t]p ren (% or economic ?r mor reas ns or because the

rom.childhood re ared orservrceto errcountr LrI ams

an Asran Amenca V ern we ”c] ﬂursrn nathr reé

1 afford ¢ en an yrecr ter

rogram because she could

T g e nrrretnrara

tat tofrI ohn enne ereayrn prre n
ams urI th sha s

crsrons rsro err ves sdrd

ver oto new otdr an t rrsdrdn

am o er rdnor ze atsh ou orngto retnamw en

eenlrs ‘When the recrui ennever

e narlunlessth Pﬁvo unte eq, be rev]%d er atwas th rrst ut

0let

ot e aréatcet B %@rren also speaks of joining the army for

€CONOMIC reasons.

Whenlfrnrshe themj %ears at unrorcoIIe wasn e "X

sure ho oney Iet ron
race, | dﬁ tH] wa

Ola%rar ers rhy magazine about helico er/s 8 here
Was somert%ng In it a/boutgt%eArmys Qent n%rse program. X

'&’té‘gstt“rt'r%r '”atte”attzeaatra%%dr”e"tt’étﬁt‘ttttnttgtt e
as strIIa [r?]loma rajrguate 50 myHrospths or Promotron ere not
eat.... en one day | saw an“ad on TV abou wantrng NUTrses In

let nan&

%reer choICes, were jrmrted for men n th 960s, as K
Johnson Burnet eexmarns 1S Was St she tere time, an
can remem erm¥gu ance counse|orsar ou wani t obe

anu se ate%ch o[ a Secret r%ma wn and rett
uc QO}f swor rcke nu ng[ rse ecret r
efa per heor rtonesmaertcear atthose reecor es' er
t ere offere men who wanted to ur ue roesona
?areers t]
ar exceeqe

Cnrw ew ot 0S€ NUISIN werewo
eot%s that their traini %a re are thern tqf g
y Teasible

nr]ere ored, and the army provre conomical
allenging alternative.

all
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The.notion of setvice figures heavil d e decmons of the
W men—ml Itar andC|V| Ian- J nee?e Wt thespec IC Intent

h
n%%’é”homer'h ee Ca“hé“”e 5 .nhh h’v‘ShFrsa@” o 0dh Wher
You come o% ng@offeel I|kel2/ouw ntto do somevYLlnIg
0 iave or ep herie RanKin. a Cross Wor
explains:
Id|d Ve a.sense | hat the war was wrong. But lCOUlFE et
omuhg V\eﬁ(hngg tthvel e(]wereeq;e angrth&re ] %
WhOdId nthe P?p né é%pt J%shon |t(ioP cm‘t\%/ It
or ante osqunort hose VS

ar,
%Vna€ ﬁé\)/vange tf%ar]p n‘ll cf(l)ﬂ doul ?so %ante\ghﬁtw%ﬁv%nt OqQ
Vietna Non(r)n %ttoe thmrnatvv]eerglm E}Pee %on%Wgtnthhead oaubno t ﬂomgn
arnveeln Lespe McC?usky anpAr#]ynurse describe her experience;
ngshas antheadnnrse nasurnlcalmenswe careu 'tﬁ
z% Eree ears 0 { cntlca are exgenence
car R ot o{}raéna]ﬂ(rom (? Ile accidents, sta blln
ci)ms Li now not rer%ar ME N e%
E let nst y ed was a kid w
i ﬁowno eI EVelywhere o0, |
neversee snrapn ?<un e haq/W
tra matma uta on (f seennorma

aﬁlgns

r ter Itions. d never eena lgru Wit

|tte es eVe here an amakes guet ?(v

Ufation |te He wag consclous, too. Asweetyoung kid.
0 Idea w attosay

McCIuskgs experience 1S repre enta%ve I\?f the Init] ahoR S.into.the
Vietham xReg nce thﬁtnurs S descripe tter what their civilia
experience had heen, t ebnurseswere ot rea X ort sheernum er o
ga ualtles, nor t ehﬁrr le natu[eo ristine Mc |nleey

nelderdescrinesthe emotional Impacto erown|n|t|at|onexpenenc

a}(]alworkeq éi earmtheepa H rmetﬁ|nhefllward byt
aceh%ﬁ ﬂ{ﬁ % %Oh VY] ri rhil en(tj;]r elvfglf
e ?elﬁﬁphaaé Fo Lo

ooo Ater drew the blood he Sﬁ ease] rb
ﬁab ﬁVG t0 run. acr ssteh& deja ). romlse
p |ng6 led in the time

| was rightback, an %
orgotthat. Ineveragain
anyone

EVEr'seen a

Ve me.”

|m alone... An never
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Civilian wo f“ t00, were unger repared, JuEe Forsgthe a
volunteerlnarepa itation unit run by the American Friends Service
Committee, explains:

Iwasn”[[t)re ared foraI things I saw....But the kids were
the wors eﬁausete gslgrg Weon whotaeteducks

ogllan tak water butra n to the river. An someyo

{ tS It
as%q%/ [eJSre%a?Qg olp olvr\]/ man@ |dgr\]/veTep Ogbadrfd%r{'lageg 2%

Red Crossworkers, like other civilians, were nottMJ%htv%/ atth reaL
ke e?.ekﬁ'gev@?;fgﬁg%e i (Hfen
WPe ek eres e o BOS%EG% e e et

ation mtg OW {0 De
tocopeW|t war and soldiers.” Chefie Rankmsays

owewe ttow at I call poot camp in Washington, D.C. There
i powtodotese Fp ramswgcf) B C

eyetau% usd|dnt etany po rientatio. \(/eVeglla%,?ver
rylde } %Iétmper%g AI weweretaug twas W ogur
Job'w en a|

I 08 U headen} %a”?oté]&%st%ea STVAG e e doing o

whatw%\é\ll?]rge&]e?ﬁzﬁ?r?gdves% e extremel da erous Ll e¥ aﬁrnl’

ﬂwanc?ecw\é%dlﬂ\ alms reallze shewd no |Jeaw at oa%%e”g

And at that moment | realized that these men were tralne
sur \F]e mFlv(\jar(fone uthatl as rp]o Ktha fc Id% k”r?n
nevertaught In%e anyeﬁﬁoﬂ mean a%yt erg NjothmgezéA Y
In Vietnam there were no front lin me women wer
frequen Py exeéoged %oecem ete sﬂ%atlo ntfq iy Hesgrawgt reies aeng
ersonal " nar Uves of mill %ar %n ed Cross. women there le<1re
escrl tlonso situationsin qt egeunderflr 8 e Sandec
‘ notan. f n}mon one: ember once in Cu Chi they got us
a |nt emi he ni htanq &re[nall no surew at to'd0 with
cause We were being overrun. atants, wgmenwere
no supposed to carr aPnns butsome mes ound se|ves

nd|re ltuatjons. Anne Simon Auger, an Arm nurestaﬂone In Chu
al, relates th F llowing st0|y g y

wthf(H 3? aP(}/?wardwa?a cons en(!R aobjec dBr S0

;frear S. remember (t
loan stand quard after I had Tocked the doors. Tdidn Bven
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know how fo ﬂﬁf the damned thmﬁl Ogce Bg rl< | had thF

greconce tlog[ at wome Were? g ncareo
nd 1t seemed like | was doing all the taking care of.2/

corpsman ﬁlﬁg atehstgoy%\g( nnor%e stationed in Da Nang, saw her

hra nel came in the do r—went n bg me, un erm Ife
erﬁleceCﬁme Inas Iwas count nﬁe rcotics fooneo

corpsmen at the medicine cabinet 00r,
Sttﬁ o tttatattn et
i the il

nk|eHa Ser, a;i)ersonnelse egeantmLong Inh, saw a omancolonel

edP HP Inher quarters: “Imea os(ethtns ave poInts qn

t] eedles....lt co estoaPomtan ‘it had this Woman pinned in

erwg QUESS sheYv ta]n ?when |t came In and she was
pinne &% stthewl etal in her." A

swo ers evr to nebase N heIJco ersthatweﬁ

ofte ot at so raveI ee cca ot caught

hts en |ns cony t com at

5|t at|o Iace om n| aV| ers ﬁttmet

cec |e Was Tl ws %there on the oorof 1S |ee

sayin om reer Ifa woman f\tpets
ICtnm ectncle 30 nknsgo ontodm Qlcn%eherreacnonto i
an S|m|la eXperiences:

We\vomen, you know renoncomb tantsina Iacewhelrewe
‘ngq %ogen k| @

could nave yas the men
everna echance vvha}
anger ou, internalj 22 It You

8 h our Tear ani~
%sor It eauseyou ave'a job to do, andt atjob Inv ves
taking care of people.dl

Jenkins puts forward the paradoxical position ofwomen in the Vietnam
c? n\R/gmensvt/ta (eé th% same 8aonrs as men dlat1 l)ut theey ere
d|t|onaII requne té)serve men selfless| Thehr role a { a]ers
reed the P tibor Inate thelr own needs to the needs of others
ou'geh the cted as participants In the \iefnam war, t]he werg

onl% nze aso ervers and supporters, assisting men who atten

t eoraﬁ Wlst ries and na rat s contain, at le
Passa ewtsnc numtnate? ?tstheme [ I?Z ﬁ gcﬁsm@S&'F
etired) puts theproblemo womenspart|C|pat|on In the war succinctly:
The gist of it Is that I'm o IaE heP{re Llnal recognizing that
ther werewcfrétenoverth ? ndt mens(%}n siﬁt gh
astheguys | butlna ferentway T |sshoul I3
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the Idea that 4 woman i supposed to give and reand Ve, and
makeevergﬁw nrce nrcep%cfgean ﬁal\/l%Ytera console
eve n¥ ifie time witho trecer rn emotrona 8%r
Selyes Beeauser yr% n( ewomen nee

replarrl)ag dgzyou rea fool. That rndo rnkrng Isjusta unch

Unable to oﬁrcralw recoqnize J service of women in Vretng
because 0 re atronsw lch re uire thatwomen serve In noncomnat
areas the mj rtarz mainta ned 1e myth that women served a S vaorUt
unction an e not reax rrh "the’war. Tpus women Who S

ouraﬁe ungler fire were never red for thelr acgons Lma an
evanter tells the tgr%o anurse w J B rnrn elico ter
t?alr[egscue a wounded man, just seconds oret e venicle xplode N

The head nurser th en ro\m rﬁ)u t Coretta In for
BronzeStarwrt af [ It came a mont
atrrwas rssrn the evrce heheadnurewasfur (m

demanded to now N stol
aheCO Ecommandrngo Icer| t att &Pg dentawarry\t Ings li
that to nurses.33

Karen Bush, an Army nurse stationed in Pleiku, tells a similar story:
S0 ofthe spes CItadwan fed to Ot?]atmedr% ﬁd gs, no(]

ustt e medi caI e. Bu rnord rt at

Wo weeks on a fjre Dase. o e Sal wewan ou to

rreba&e\}\% g WOW headmrrr] ra\n a tao

sar U might an
atsnot the reaso Wn% ere son eII We ont

wan e eag dr would be[r1 Possrbeto

negot ate tt emenwu n’tputupwr because 1

Was a woman.

The ttrtude of male saldiers toward femahe soldiers can
ISl htrnto the nat reofhe malewarexperrence eexPerrence of ar
ra, t\s men anecra Prrvr Ite 0

have undergane a as
cuqlt(r:rrallsb rr‘t‘rdrtrlosrsatlhytumnEelnasle{rl\t/)rjr? ?n ?ent]eert]m cloufdancr)rt]esgaut tsome
omenwer taﬁ %e same risks a rn the same sactifi esa

eywere heco btex erie eso male s re ere valorized,
perrences o emale S0 were ed or e resse
scu l ages mnrnwar dn et ato awoman who
avr ed danger herself, en SaW Women as._bein
re ent orm Ie bene rt—as aretakers—and no asdrrect artrcr an
Thus, wgmen sho S Were oft n forced Into t e rl<

rou
nlet &motronal emands ofmen too center stage. Rose §<a eCcK
a former Army nurse and current veterans’ activist; explains:
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You also learned that you became almost like a commodrty
becau ou wer awoman erw [ nhg twelve-hour shifts
wrtha ebIoo an%g wou change rntoacer%
ressto t0 one of t oca rcers ‘clubs... T‘rere e
one guy er another coming up and more or less ornﬂ Rrs
num er on you: ‘ aven‘tsee aroun -eve In srxmot

ud nce |thme rX L tired. ljustwant
%S”Wo %rpr TrELR o @r : %”odaoe“ f‘”f%a”ﬂ%”
%g deerrg]gv ous (]r %rng% ooc yourse\ﬁ‘
orstaea alkers aco the other nurses, you were
accused of being a leshian...

The % ual burden of omen soldi ers w?s built info the military s Iyste
Into t estrucur hewarrtse Co EunrceSpIawnéUSA tire
explains her ou ebrnd

| .was datin from the Jolly Greens [a helicopter
i h ﬁlwi%‘ea\%et Al ejr]ad%nelvder\l\é%?net%aa&/ %?X

% really sal ‘renhewentoutan got shot
downl ave t

vewrtrr the quilt.3

For Red Cross vvorker the rn ‘ronalb rden was even more
dffrcult Thoqu Red Cross ru es eﬁp ICItly state thaése Wasn?t art
the comfort that Red C rossvrfor Were o pYO\{) thelr ro
Clearly 8 cater to tr]e em “P eeds 0 me e rp ther, srster
?rr riend.” Some so o‘rers leve haértwa t edut ot ewomen
ocatertotherrsexu needsaswel herie an rn a herewere
50 meH/ 0rs, ns fr orsa outt ros women—ever
%ug he ha% |t Sex neo US... I ave uscomeu
wrt moneyrnt eirha san say, ‘Here owmuc reyouget rng

e expectations could be more than simply anno he
ﬁouldbe loqh s?c I? as vrrelg | as emotwna? ?angerouap}{{ krny (PG%CfEbG)S/
er react séoa Ituation where she nearly ecaped being raped by two
American soldiers:

Now here’ theco fIrc ou’te
Younev? nowr ’re¥? |

ot

N
ruc% %t lgg gr%essrona sar Now what aré you
supposed to be doing here n Nam?

ething that.is dangérous, adainst her better f. and In denja
o? erow sehr? mtere?Aftera reat d ofrnten con ICt shedecr e

Rankrﬂs sense. of duty as a i)rofessro aI ‘he (rate led her dro dj
notto report the incident: “Myreason orwantrngtoreportr Was S0 that,
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If these_quys were dangerous, the same thing that happened to m
?én’t%e}/ pentoanot%erwoman E)rtomeaéarn tpr? e wer n%
H erous, Idrq ant:p9 r}yhrn t0.scre 0(ea
Xperience for them act th tRaner as ers
P rience” does not—cannot, by the rules of the game, enter into er
de hons
e pattern ofsubordination ofwom n Sneedstomen’s demands

IS, repeated”in contemporagy treatm Nt o women Vietnam veterab
After the war, Wogren veerans ma %nor re sro on th p |c

noredor e(% gerr ecr%f
mh ad a ream)fhatgaptures

3crﬁ)[rsg S5, aN

C orkr at

\%re aml(bugwrread uartersin gong
Il

e Invisinility of wome veterans
Ihada% am thap |
| roer§ %‘*aﬁr ﬁ; e

Pr]1 %hey?ugtnleft Ah%/lél(jrnem eoye Ing, Doﬁrma\)é

| hurt t00... Don’t eave me! hurt to

McClenahan’s dream 1s a graphic and accurate metaphor for the fate. of
wo enr@ tnamveterans gl(ﬁgleveteransc rmrdtah)errrrSentrtreswrt(h
lona v anrzatrons or wit Vretnam Veﬁer ns A anst
ar (W e Were. antiwar. ? en who Ser
|etnam OWev w wlcomerna %sen?roug Leynda
evane]r%rned he A en she retirne e fr r]touro
escrr es ner experience at a demonstration in Washington,

A L

o avet”1said, “was n leky and Qui N
“Well " he saradveer]heosrrerl,fortabIvr\r/aS IIn uﬁl th]”r L”r r(/)gu re
Suppose; Omarcoldm t was fprvets

F esard ?é utyou'e not a vet."41

Anp Pow saformerAr nurse, joined the American Legion, hopin
tp%sﬁ”r]\(/je her Vets to talmo but her experience has hee ﬂess aﬂ

ewwee aqo at a ball me one ofthem [the vet rans Ven
s[< asuszrJI (}9 dQ ard [s g%

,9 es—howcn h emly ban A esar
quTe a member Gl g heF ion Aust oesré
helieve women Vietnam veterans are real eter ns—ihe older
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vets have no resoeot for any women \Ees What they don'
n erstand about Vietnam, Hg ISt thgrewasn rear—
t waseve here, ev nrnt os Ita peo{o
eweI ifyou werent out in the bus fr mgyolu
nd, fora long time, that Was howlfe ta out

a rea v&eran

myself

. emale eterans t%d elr identit asveteransbeoausegublrc
ogrnrori turne arns letnam war. Among womep veteran

e ﬁotherr rvrceseems havcegeent reva |n tren

d m eac ot esewo nfeare aJopro al, conte p
ause dnrnonveteran and male ve era ke, \Women who
served In Vietnam as cl ran wereeve ess tobeacc tedb

veterans, evenéntherearve sg/ %at etrcenvr onmento eVe eran%’
raﬁ]glr 8 rosjsworke Jéanne Christie went to a rap group wit
e veteran frien

So we opened the do raﬂd Star ed to walk In. The tearH

member whoweéeon ut gHtu and started tow
T P/pornte at Pet and s nr:ﬁmg Irn but S
can one—t Ier demo heﬂ/ evelgdgne
fl hthhere rtunate eter sal at ou mean? She
t)ere e]wasr Nam."..a J ewm nutes_the team
mem ers and the rap group decided to let us stay.

Soeak oo t'ete'ct A tdtt T Stt%s'é’étttectdttvetdt

maleve teran spoke for her and at es o erveteran status,
[0SS or ers d herrs tUs rtr ate \re eran and 0 en
own therrsu enng ene esc a Ways
min| my expeneno tetnam wa S to you
weren a7g Y ren hrn urex,per ncehaeben
ou avea tto ht as only after

e ame |n2vole |nan waon?en crvllra swho ad se

s/ e]d In
letna P nstarlt toct acrvr lanveteran—something
| never tentrt to calmlﬁ/se be ore."s

ent 15 an | portarf]t Ssue for women veterans, hoth

crvrlranandmr an/ Astron bod evrdenceabou WOomen’s experiences
Bn |etnabrn XI5{s.1n the ora hrst fl Pr rsona rratrves at have
een (Pu In recen years a leran work rs
Serve er Ire. BF Brt % ersonnel su terledt

trauma Qf Viewin R e wounds, an rrnP respon rer or
a mgl gand ecisions. . Red Cross WOrkers wr te ast [etters

ome Tor 3? men. Women, like men. CYvere htness the cIvI raa
casualties of tie war—es ecrﬁlly e wouynaed chi F omen serve
scareta ers oy sold]rer 0°ofte t)ur senv(ets—leavrng

ene
err surrogate mother, SISter, gir rrendJI ﬂr vicariou
grietand pdin
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The rcturethateme esfromthefeoraIhrstorresabgutAmerrcan
womenrn eénambsoHeo most unrelenting trauma an represaron
scrr Irsym tomsoposttr% matic stress disqrder—

emo ona n mhl n(? (ftepr 5S10N ewome ho te(ﬂtherr
stories In t ese 00 remarne rs ed until recent when the
m)erren orn —the cationoftheVie namVetera S
moria wa rn as C, ort scoveg fthesorg/ some
other woman Vvet. eve w men escrr e the xpe{rence fco In
across an rnt rvrew rt aVan Devanter, or e rnggoe efor
say %elreve thr

ESG McC eve trme r d start.to
seet san start tO cr

can‘t Ireveso eon eIse rs e esamet rngslam Becausea
those yea]rs ougt Waste
\/ete sAtdmrnrstratron not ackn (lee ethatirv f
teransaso su [ posttraumatrcs S er unti
“ ehtupa or rn on o retnam eterans.
t\/l the VI namvtrana counseorw roneerdra roups
r veterans, ac nowIe es that for a¥ eee more
acute tha Mormen ‘srn he{usua onot fre e 10 express their

tion and Instead co dnd hes 27ssb roelsdﬁng n

nger
éheqrra ean e avrn rgg 0 rr te manner.
omen veterans di ef find t ewomens movement
suaosportrveo Aherrcause el her d Ishkel. a [mer Army nurse who
stationed at Long Binf, hrnvo d In tfe omens

veme d ec aradl SIrJemrnrst w(onbenrnmyra W%roug

letnam utwenevertal about It—we t00

eterrrbet INgS our m rsw ou,serv en we

ree eva ter, seekin fund ort omen’s Pro ect of
eVretnam Ve er ns o America, Was to one of the for
womensgr(igeép?ernt ecountry atwomenvete nswerenotenoug

a cuttin minist ISsue;
ﬂt bs the arP earances of Home Before I\/IornrngtI oral

histor coIIectrons ersonalnarrative a eran magazine articles
h eports, and %hrn eac have Fﬂﬁgd hg 7h Ee of
rrcan omen inwartime Vietham more fa ar aro

Mrtﬁers gg INtS out, the accoynts orwomen veherans have ever re

enet[)at ph@locon rousness ) Mithers ctarms at wome
ave been excldr rom t Enp ar percleptrono the Vietnam war
ecause while “there h w heen aﬁrce for worn]en 0] se[ 8
war., .there Isnota place forthem in'its mythology.”SLMithers conclude

To admit that women servea dsuffer stodesr the
arm 0 sP clal, male hnow edge an pnvr

[Ings the myth of war, amanw I who
he“power of life eath.” can dma Ine rms

woman w o no sohat In the mes own o
pain and bro enVYJ dres can onFy remrnd (hrm that he Is not
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o Though not all male veterans who write about the war frnd glory
mrJ ece a] Sy Mnotco\rncrdenta g |t|smoreofteﬂ R I
aH eaI of e\\,rvvar for Or\rN rrlsterglfeCUIrshe Wear\sl\altes SUC St<'Eal|sg|t
Mojnﬁg whrch 1S excerptew ?rom Philip aputdps es(t]sellrng memorr

| had never experienced anything like it before. ‘When the line wheeled
and charged across the cléaring, the engmy bullets whining past them,
wheeled ‘ana char%ed almost “with drill-field precision, an™ ache as
profound as the ache of orgasm passed through me. And perhaps that
IS why some offrcers make careers of the infantry..just to experience a
single”moment when a ({roup of soldiers under your command and In the
extreme stress of combat do exactly what you want them to do, as if they
are extensions of yourself.53

There are no anal gous passages in agy of the narratives ?/women

veterans. Women naoyt] ngeran competence that theﬂ, warti

ﬁxger{ences Provr thes f (e%sures a[e Never remove fromte
wledge of the price that 1S pal

kwas Seein thrngs rJ Ahrngs tt} t.I never imagined chId
ggeétto lha g 3 trngsonm own, ma |n8
le hrsewl%t“ at could end up saving someone or costin

None oft e narratives su% eit that women can separate, even for 3
rﬂomegt e]sense oT ers owertha therrwarr e roles grante
%mt e Cost 0 ri

e war In terms ofhuman sutfe n
ven nromen Who didnot become antiwar are ferribly aware olfthe
gorntless ufferin INEss, andd ructron Whl(?h 1S the result of
ombat. This consCiolisness rsshare nurses an
and co( mes partial

Red Cross women
as a function ofth obs hu aIsoas resultofthe

careta Ie ass| ned to women ur cut re.. ese womg
veterans arra IVes how us the cuI contra ctro roduced X
WOJnens art ro\ pation In war—contra rctronst at o( %se wome
ﬂ %e untiFnqw, theirstatus asveterans. Thetelling oftheirstories

e [pt to win thF e nPrECt now given Bé Aptt%ncan socjety to tperr

rparts. Tne writing and telli ese_storjes wor
ame lorat %g Vely cu tural pro%Lem they 8

e scnbe ttee S| encrnﬂ%
erasure ofwomen.” [t remains to be seen’how successtul they wi

y the victims;

1 KayJohnson Burnette, from Keith Walker, A Piece of gHeart The Storjes
ogggv ntg58|xAmerrcan Women Who Served in Vietnam (Novato, CA  Presidio)
2 WaIker 2
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