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Art and Community: Do Artists and 
Museums Have a Social Responsibility? 

Miranda Clark-Binder, La Salle Art Museum 
Mey-Yen Moriuchi, Art History 



Diego Rivera, Enslavement of the Indians, 1930 

Diego Rivera, Liberation of the Peon, 1931 

Art as an Instrument for Social Change 

“Art which is not propaganda is not art at 
all.” -Diego Rivera 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Creator: Rivera, Diego, Mexican, 1886-1957
Title: The History of Cuernavaca and Morelos: Enslavment of the Indian
Title: Sugar Plantation in Morelos
Work Type: Painting
Date: 1929
Material: fresco
Repository: Palacio de Cortes, Cuernavaca
Related Item: La pintura mural de la Revolucion Mexicana, 1921-1960, 1960, p.119
Collection: Modern Latin American Art (Jacqueline Barnitz, Art and Art History Department, University of Texas, Austin)
ID Number: 80-09297
Source: Image and original data provided by The University of Texas at Austin. Contact information: Sydney Kilgore, Media Coordinator, Visual Resources Collection, Fine Arts Library, The University of Texas at Austin, P.O. Box P, Austin, Texas, 78713-8916, (512) 471-4337 (ph), skilgore@austin.utexas.edu.
Rights: Please note that if this image is under copyright, you may need to contact one or more copyright owners for any use that is not permitted under the ARTstor Terms and Conditions of Use or not otherwise permitted by law. While ARTstor tries to update contact information, it cannot guarantee that such information is always accurate. Determining whether those permissions are necessary, and obtaining such permissions, is your sole responsibility.



Elizabeth Catlett, Male Sharecropper, 1945 

Elizabeth Catlett, Female Sharecropper, 1952 

“A work of art … does not need revolution as 
its subject in order to be revolutionary…. Art 
will not create social change, but it can 
provoke thought and prepare us for change. 
Art can tell us what we do not see, and 
sometimes what we do not want to see….”     
-Elizabeth Catlett 
 



Peter Pagast and Jane Golden, Peace Wall , 
1997 

Erik Okdeh, Family Interrupted, 2012 

“We believe art ignites change.” -
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program 



Henri Matisse, The Parakeet and the Mermaid, 1952, 
and Joy of Life, 1905 
 

Art for Art’s Sake 

“What I dream of is an art of balance, of purity 
and serenity, devoid of troubling or depressing 
subject matter, an art which could be for every 
mental worker, for the businessman as well as 
the man of letters, for example, a soothing, 
calming influence on the mind, something like 
a good armchair which provides relaxation 
from physical fatigue.” -Henri Matisse 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.henri-matisse.net/quotes.htmlImage from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bonheur_Matisse.jpg 



“Basically I don’t think of anything when I paint. I 
see colours. I strive with joy to convey them onto 
my canvas just as I see them. They arrange 
themselves as they choose, any old way. 
Sometimes that makes a picture. I’m a brainless 
animal…”        -Paul Cezanne 
 

Paul Cezanne, Ginger Pot, c. 1895 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Cezanne, Mont Sainte Victoire, 1902-04 

Presenter
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Painting must give us the flavour of nature’s eternity. Everything, you understand. So I join together nature’s straying hands… …From all sides, here there and everywhere, I select colours, tones and shades; I set them down, I bring them together… …They make lines, they become objects – rocks, trees – without my thinking about them… …But if there is the slightest distraction, the slightest hitch, above all if I interpret too much one day, if I’m carried away today by a theory which contradicts yesterday’s, if I think while I’m painting, if I meddle, then whoosh!, everything goes to pieces.�* artist quote from: ‘What he told me – The motif’, ín “Cezanne, – a Memoir with Conversations” (1897 – 1906) by Joachim Gasquet, Thames and Hudson, London 1991 p. 148- … But there is better. Simplicity, being direct. Everything else is just a game, just building castles in the sky. Basically I don’t think of anything when I paint. I see colours. I strive with joy to convey them on to my canvas just as I see them. They arrange themselves as they choose, any old way. Sometimes that makes a picture. I’m brainless animal. Very content if I could be just that …�* artist quote on his way of painting: brainless: ‘What he told me – The motif’, ín “Cezanne, – a Memoir with Conversations” (1897 – 1906) by Joachim Gasquet, Thames and Hudson, London 1991 pp. 158-159Paul Cezanne, Ginger Pot, c. 1895 from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paul_C%C3%A9zanne,_La_vase_paill%C3%A9,_c._1895.jpg



Frank Stella, Abra Variation I, 1969 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Stella, Zambezi, 1959 

“…after all, the aim of art is to create space - 
space that is not compromised by 
decoration or illustration, space within 
which the subjects of painting can live.” 
-Frank Stella 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But, after all, the aim of art is to create space - space that is not compromised by decoration or illustration, space within which the subjects of painting can live.Frank Stella�Read more at http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frankstell198263.html#wQFLKLgPCgHXLwQT.99



Discussion 

1. Do you think artists have a social obligation/responsibility? 
 
 

2. What value do you place on aesthetics and an artist’s personal vision? Creativity? 
Originality? 
 
 

3. Do you think art should be a tool for social change?  
 
 

4. Can art be impactful if it doesn’t come with a socially or politically charged 
message? In other words, can art just be art? 
 



Do Museums Have a Social Responsibility? 



Are art museums for someone or about something? 
 

• “All museums…are ripe with possibilities for visitors to find personal meaning and 
to appreciate other cultures. But the perspectives of mainstream cultures still 
pervade many museums. By cultivating and expressing a variety of cultural 
perspectives in the presentation and interpretation of their collections, museums 
can foster inclusiveness.”-American Association of Museums 
 
 

• “…the most fundamental change that has affected museums during the (past) half 
century…is the now almost universal conviction that they exist in order to serve 
the public. The old-style museum felt itself under no such obligation.  It existed, it 
had a building, and it had collections and a staff to look after them… The 
museum’s prime responsibility was to its collections, not its visitors.” – Kenneth 
Hudson, UNESCO magazine Museum International 
 

 

What do you think? 



What do art museums want? 

• “I like to think that by providing and preserving examples of beauty, museums 
foster a greater sense of caring in the world and urge their visitors to undergo a 
radical decentering before the work of art.” -Neil MacGregor, Director, British 
Museum 
 
 

• “Buildings don’t make museums; art and only art does. It is art, speaking 
unequivocally for itself, that creates a museum’s imprimatur in the first place. The 
debt of museums to art and artists down through time cannot be overestimated, 
can never be repaid; it is an obligation that can only be respected, abided by and 
learned from.” -Roberta Smith, Art Critic, New York Times 
 
 

What do you think? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neil MacGregor, “A Pentecost in Trafalgar Square,” Whose Muse? Art Museums and the Public Trust, ed. By James Cuno. (NJ: Princeton University Press, 2004) Roberta Smith, “Art/Architecture: Memo to Art Museums: Don’t Give up on Art” The New York Times, December 3, 2000.



In conclusion… 

• What makes good art?  
 

• What makes a good museum?  
 
 

 

Presenter
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Does the level of social engagement of the artist or museum influence our appreciation of their value?Does the level of social commitment on the part of the artist or museum influence what we designate as “good”?If yes, if an artist is not socially engaged or a museum is not inclusive in their programming or collections, does this make them “bad”?
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