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Background 
 National Cancer Institutes study 
 Gain versus loss framed messages related 

to HPV vaccination 
 Today 

 Influence of trust in medical authorities 
(e.g., doctors, health care professionals, 
government agencies) 



Overview 
 What is HPV and the HPV vaccine? 
 Why study perceptions of African-American 

parents? 
 African-Americans and trust in medical 

authorities 
 Design and results of study 
 Implications for health communication 



HPV and the HPV vaccine 
 HPV  

 most common STI in the U.S. 
 primary cause of cervical cancer 

 
 Two vaccines to prevent cancer-causing 

strains 
 parental consent required for vaccine for those 18 

and under 
 

 African American women  
 30% more likely to develop cervical cancer  
 twice as likely to die from cervical cancer  
 



Trust in Medical Professionals 
 Trust in doctor 
 Trust in governmental agencies 



Influence of trust 
 Hypotheses 

 H1 & H2: Greater trust in health care 
professionals/government health agencies 
will be associated with: 
 a) more positive attitudes toward vaccinating 

one’s child against HPV  
 b) greater intentions to vaccinate one’s child 

against HPV 
 



Influence of trust 
 Why does distrust lead parents to be less 

likely to vaccinate? 
 Distrust 

 Vaccine less effective 
 Vaccine unsafe 



Influence of trust 
 Hypotheses 

 H3: Distrust – effectiveness 
 H4: Distrust - safety 



Method 
 Participants - 124 parents 

 At least 1 child between ages 9 and 17 who 
wasn’t vaccinated 

 Self described their racial background as 
Black or African American 





Measures 
 Sex 
 Age 
 Education 
 Income 
 Health care coverage 



Measures 
 Trust 
 Effectiveness 
 Safety 
 Attitudes toward vaccine 
 Intentions to get vaccine 



Results 
 Multiple regression analyses 

 H1: Trust in doctors – not a significant 
predictor of attitudes or intentions to get 
vaccinated 
 

 H2: Trust in governmental agencies – a 
significant predictor of attitudes and 
intentions to get vaccinated 



Results 
 Mediation analysis 

 Influence of distrust of governmental health 
agencies led parents to perceive vaccine 
as less effective (but not unsafe) 

 Perceptions of vaccine being ineffective 
led parents to have more negative attitudes 
toward vaccine and to be less likely to 
vaccinate 



Conclusions 
 1) Focus on increasing trust in health 

information distributed by government 
health agencies 

 2) Enhance perceptions of vaccine 
effectiveness 

 3) More research is needed to understand 
eroded public trust in medical authorities, 
its origins, and its potential detrimental 
effects 
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