
                                                                    

University of Dundee

Reply - 313 Dermatome-Induced Lacerations

Nassar, Mahmoud K.; Jordan, Daniel J.; Quaba, Omar

Published in:
Journal of Burn Care and Research

DOI:
10.1093/jbcr/irz176

Publication date:
2019

Document Version
Peer reviewed version

Link to publication in Discovery Research Portal

Citation for published version (APA):
Nassar, M. K., Jordan, D. J., & Quaba, O. (2019). Reply - 313 Dermatome-Induced Lacerations: Incidence,
Management and Preventative Measures. April 2018, Volume 39, Issue Suppl 1, Page S126. Journal of Burn
Care and Research , 41(2), 441. https://doi.org/10.1093/jbcr/irz176

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in Discovery Research Portal are retained by the authors and/or other
copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with
these rights.

 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from Discovery Research Portal for the purpose of private study or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain.
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Download date: 17. Aug. 2021

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by University of Dundee Online Publications

https://core.ac.uk/display/231951361?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://doi.org/10.1093/jbcr/irz176
https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/en/publications/67717174-4507-4c0a-9af0-fb6a828bf3f4
https://doi.org/10.1093/jbcr/irz176


Acc
ep

te
d 

M
an

us
cr

ipt

© American Burn Association 2019. All rights reserved. For permissions, please e-mail: 
journals.permissions@oup.com. 

‘Reply – 313 Dermatome-Induced Lacerations: 

Incidence, Management and Preventative Measures. 

April 2018, Volume 39, Issue Suppl 1, Page S126.’ 

Authors: 

Mahmoud K Nassar1

Daniel J Jordan2

Omar Quaba2

Institution: 

1: Department of Plastic Surgery, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, AB25 2ZN, 

U.K. 

2: Department of Plastic Surgery, Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, DD1 

9SY, U.K. 

Corresponding Author: 

Mahmoud K Nassar 

Department of Plastic Surgery, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, AB25 2ZN, 

U.K. 

Email: kazemnassar@gmail.com 

Tel: 01224553258 

Presentations: This work has not been presented 

Conflict of interest statement: No conflicts of interest declared by any of 

the authors. 

Funding: None. 

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/jbcr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jbcr/irz176/5588096 by Sandra Angus user on 24 O

ctober 2019

This is a pre-copyedited, author-produced version of an article accepted for publication in Journal of Burn 
Care & Research following peer review. The version of record Nassar, M.K., Jordan, D.J., & Quaba, O. 
"Reply – 313 Dermatome-Induced Lacerations: Incidence, Management and Preventative Measures. April 
2018, Volume 39, Issue Suppl 1, Page S126", Journal of Burn Care & Research is available online at: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jbcr/irz176.

mailto:kazemnassar@gmail.com


Acc
ep

te
d 

M
an

us
cr

ipt

 

 

Abstract 

 

We would like to suggest the use of a simple and relevant mnemonic (‘STSG’) for the safe 

use of powered dermatomes to harvest split thickness skin grafts. Safety checklists have 

been shown to be effective tools for improving patient safety in various clinical settings by 

improving compliance with good practice and reducing the incidence of adverse events. 
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Text 

Dear Sir, 

I read with interest the article regarding dermatome induced lacerations and would like to 

suggest the use of a simple and relevant mnemonic (‘STSG’) for the safe use of powered 

dermatomes to harvest split thickness skin grafts (STSG’s). Safety checklists have been 

shown to be effective tools for improving patient safety in various clinical settings by 

improving compliance with good practice and reducing the incidence of adverse events1. 

In theatre it is often left up to scrub staff (who are in some instances inexperienced with the 

equipment) to prepare dermatomes for use. Often surgeons neglect or forget to check the 

dermatome themselves before harvesting a spit thickness skin graft despite it, ultimately, 

being the operator’s responsibility. We suggest that the risk of injury or improper graft 

harvest, related to incorrect dermatome use, can be reduced by surgeons using this simple, 

easy to recall and quick safety check. 

• Size – correct and intended size of blade fitted to dermatome. 

• Tight – blade adequately tightened and secured. 

• Setting – desired depth setting selected and checked. 

• Go – safety lever off and proceed safely with graft harvest. 

This check list would ideally be said out loud prior to proceeding with each split thickness 

skin graft harvest and if used habitually, we suggest it would help improve the safe use of 

powered dermatomes.  
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