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A&M-Commerce

• Established in 1889
• 65 miles northeast of Dallas-

Fort Worth Metroplex
• Enrollment

• 7858 undergraduate
• 4793 graduate
• 12,651 total



Academic Programs

• Four academic colleges, 
26 departments, 

• 120+ undergraduate 
degree programs

• 38 master’s degree 
programs

• 6 doctoral degree 
programs 



Doctoral
6%

Master's
34%

Undergraduate
60% 

Student Breakdown



Early Efforts

• December 2013 - Proposal 
for a Scholarly 
Communication Initiative

• April 2013 – May 2014 – The 
Faculty Pub

• June 2014 – Proposal for a 
Conference Poster 
Collection

• December 2014 –
Scholarship Symposium with 
CFEI



Citation Analysis

Citation analysis is “the statistical frequency with 
which particular sources are quoted.” 

Mary Mortimer, Libraryspeak: 
A Glossary of Terms in Librarianship 
and Information Management, 2015.

Questions
1. What are our students citing in their dissertations and theses?
2. Who is citing our students’ dissertations and theses?
3. How can we use this information to improve the scholarship 

created by our students?
Library Instruction
Collection Development



2013 Dissertations: Overview



2013 Dissertations: Online Sources



2013 Dissertations: Findings



2013 Dissertations: Findings



2013 Dissertations: Findings



2015 & 2016 STEM Theses



2015 & 2016 STEM Theses



2015 & 2016 STEM Theses



2015 & 2016 STEM Theses



Process of Getting Data
Step One: Identify target theses. 

A list of 2015 and 2016 theses was downloaded from ProQuest, from 
which the STEM titles were identified. Subject categories were 
standardized and each thesis was assigned a number. 



Process of Getting Data
Step Two: Harvest the citations. 

Each thesis was downloaded in PDF format and then converted to a 
Word document. Line breaks within citations were removed in 
preparation for copying and pasting into a single Excel file. 



Process of Getting Data
Step Three: Create the master list of citations. 

As the citations from each thesis were inserted, a unique control number, 
a thesis number and a citation number were added for each. In the 
extensive editing phase a column was added for year of publication of the 
cited work, journal abbreviations were standardized, and multiple lists 
were made for each format. 



Bibliometric Study of the Scholarly 
Impact of ETSU/TAMUC Dissertations

The ProQuest Dissertations and 
Theses Database was used to extract 
the data. The database contains a 
total of 1,856 records for dissertations 
and theses from East Texas State 
University dating from 1965 to 1996, 
and a total of 1,221 records for 
dissertations and theses from Texas 
A&M University-Commerce dating 
from 1996 to 2017, for a grand total of 
3,077 records. 



Overview:	Process

If	a	dissertation	or	thesis	found	in	ProQuest	Dissertations	and	Theses	
database	has	been	cited	by	other	documents	in	ProQuest	databases,	
Cited	by	(N)	will	appear	below	the	citation.	



Overview:	Cited	Dissertations	and	Theses

Of the 3,077 ETSU/TAMUC 
dissertations and theses that 
appear in the ProQuest 
Dissertations and Theses 
Database, 451 (15%) are 
marked as having been cited 
by other documents in the 
ProQuest databases. 



Overview:	Data

Of the 3,077 ETSU/TAMUC found in the 
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses 
Database, 451 were found to have 
been cited within another ProQuest 
document a total of 1,210 times.

Of the 451 cited dissertations and 
theses, 62 were found to be from ETSU 
and 389 were found to be from TAMUC. 

ProQuest introduced cited reference 
searching in 2007 for scholarly journals 
and in 2008 for dissertations and 
theses. Thus the majority of citations 
skew toward more recent years.



Top	Cited	Dissertations

Table	is	updated	to	reflect	additional	citations	since	the	June	2017	collection	of	data.



Top	Cited	Dissertation:	

62	citations	in	ProQuest:
• 57	dissertations
• 3	journals
• 2	books

17	citations	in	ResearchGate:
• 6	dissertations
• 9	journals
• 2	books



Top	Cited	Dissertation:	

92	Citations	in	Google	Scholar



Citation	Frequency,	1967-2017



Disciplines	of	Cited	Dissertations/Theses



Who	is	Citing	ETSU/TAMUC						
Dissertations	and	Theses?



Citing	Documents	by	Format

Of the 1,210 documents that were 
found to have cited ETSU/TAMUC 
dissertations or theses:

1. 992 (82%) are from 
dissertations or theses written 
at other academic institutions

2. 177 (15%) are from academic 
journals 

3. 41 (3%) are from books and 
other academic monographs.



Top	Citing	Universities



Academic	Journals	Citing	
ETSU/TAMUC	Dissertations	and	Theses

1 Citation



Top	Citing	Journals

ETSU/TAMUC dissertations and 
theses were cited a total of 177 
times by 130 academic journals.

Frequency of Citations of 
ETSU/TAMUC Dissertations and 

Theses in Academic Journals

5 Citations 1 Journal
4 Citations 2 Journals
3 Citations 7 Journals
2 Citations 23 Journals
1 Citation 97 Journals

• E.B. Robinson (ElEd 1978) cited in 2013
• C.M. Utay (Psych/SpEd 1992) cited in 2005 & 2007
• J. Anderson (EdAd 2006) cited in 2007 & 2012

5 Citations



Books	Citing
ETSU/TAMUC	Dissertations/Theses

Disciplines	of	the	Cited	ETSU/TAMUC	Dissertations/Theses


