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Summary

With the focus on the Lijiang area of Yunnan Province, China,
this research looks into Dongba characters, its unique shapes
and religious background. This is in order to establish a basic
research for Dongba characters and the development of new
visual communication tools. This study involves the
consideration of the principle of Dongba characters and the
fieldwork regarding the surroundings where the characters
are actually used and its mechanism of the characters in order
to re-design the Dongba characters. By considering the
representation of the visual language of precedent and the
structure of Chinese characters, the research also attempts to
explore the possibility of the Dongba characters as a form of
expression. The research was concluded as follows. Because of
its readability of Dongba characters, Dongba character as a
system of visual language could be created by jointing spatial
axis, verbs and other representatives of symbols accordingly.
On the other hand, there are some drawbacks such as
difficulties in writing, transmitting and memorizing the
characters. These however could be solved by applying the

principle of Chinese characters which are easy to write, to

transmit and to remember.
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