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Summary

By comparing the tree pattern in Edo yuzen kosode “kosode
with blooming cherry trees and Chinese characters’ with
the tree of life pattern in 18th century Indian calico made in
Coromandel coast, this report aims to clarify (1) elements
that each of the tree patterns is composed of, (2) the
similarities and differences between the two, and their own
design principles. Research materials used in this report
are; Edo yuzen kosode ‘kosode with blooming cherry trees
and Chinese characters; Edo yuzen katabira “katabira
with fans and Japanese plum trees; 27 pieces of 18th
century Indian calico made in Coromandel coast (V&A
collection) including V&A IM.49-1919 which is used as a
typical example of tree of life. In order to examine the
above two kinds of tree patterns, the following four design
elements have been considered (1) the expression of tree
stem- four basic forms of Asian tree of life, (2) the expression
of many flowers blooming in profusion which is a key
element of Indian tree of life, (3) the expression of the notion
of the mother earth, (4) the expression of the sense of space

around each of the trees.
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