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The Surgeon General’s Facing Addiction report: An historic document for health care

Sharon Levy, MD, MPH?, J. Paul Seale, MD®, Victoria A. Osborne, PhD, MSW<, Kevin L. Kraemer, MD, MSc?,
Daniel P. Alford, MD, MPH¢, Jeffrey Baxter, MD", Deborah S. Finnell, DNS?, Hillary Kunins, MD, MPH, ms",
Alexander Y. Walley, MD, MSc', David C. Lewis, MDY, Doreen MacLane-Baeder®, and Adam J. Gordon, MD, MPH ("™

“Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, USA; "Mercer University School of Medicine Family Health Center, Macon, Georgia, USA; “Sacred
Heart University, Fairfield, Connecticut, USA; “University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA; ®Boston University School of Medicine, Boston
Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts, USA; ‘University of Massachusetts Medical School, Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, USA; 9Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Maryland, USA; PNew York City Department of Health, Queens, New York, USA; 'Boston University School of Medicine, Center for Addiction
Research & Education, Boston, Massachusetts, USA; 'Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, USA; “Association for Medical Education and Research
in Substance Abuse, Cranston, Rhode Island, USA; 'Division of Epidemiology, Department of Medicine, University of Utah School of Medicine, Salt Lake

City, Utah, USA; MInformatics, Decision Enhancement and Analytic Sciences Center, VA Salt Lake City Health Care System, Salt Lake City, Utah

ABSTRACT

The publication of Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health
presents an historic moment not only for the field of addiction medicine, but also for the United States as
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a nation. The Board of Directors of the Association for Medical Education and Research in Substance
Abuse (AMERSA), on behalf of our organization, would like to express our appreciation of the efforts of Dr.
Vivek Murthy and the Surgeon General's Office to publish the first surgeon general’s report covering

substance misuse and substance use disorders.

The publication of Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon
General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health (https://addiction.
surgeongeneral.gov/) presents an historic moment not only for
the field of addiction medicine, but also for the United States as
a nation. The Board of Directors of the Association for Medical
Education and Research in Substance Abuse (AMERSA), on
behalf of our organization, would like to express our apprecia-
tion of the efforts of Dr. Vivek Murthy and the Surgeon Gener-
al’s Office to publish the first surgeon general’s report covering
substance misuse and substance use disorders.

Facing Addiction is grounded in thorough scientific
research. The report addresses the prevalence of substance use
disorders and the magnitude of their consequences. It describes
effective, evidence-based prevention programs, early interven-
tions, treatments, and recovery supports, all of which unfortu-
nately are often underutilized. Notably, Facing Addiction
carefully reviews the neurobiological basis of substance use dis-
orders and endorses the medical model of substance use disor-
ders. AMERSA has long accepted and advanced the medical
model, although despite our efforts, substance use disorders
have traditionally been viewed as a moral failing or character
flaw. The report supports a cultural shift away from this per-

spective to one that instead recognizes substance use disorders
as a chronic medical condition. Accordingly, it calls for a com-
prehensive, public health approach to address substance misuse
and substance use disorders and promotes the integration of
pertinent services with general health care.

The decision to produce a surgeon general’s report on addic-
tion establishes the issue as one of our country’s top health pri-
orities. Recent health care reforms, including the Mental
Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act (MHPAEA) and the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), have shined a light on the role of
health care providers in delivering substance use services, such
as prevention and treatment, and in conducting research. We
hope the new federal administration will appreciate the signifi-
cance of Facing Addiction as it develops health care policies.
AMERSA is excited by the comprehensive, public health
approach to substance misuse and substance use disorders that
Facing Addiction calls for, and we urge both federal and state
policy leaders to further its progress.
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