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On the reconsideration of D. G. Rossetti’s <Paolo and Francesca>

Keiko FUJITA

This peper intends to present for reconsideration two aspects concerning the watercolouour picture
{Paolo and Francesca da Rimini> . The first being the reason why Rossetti deals with this particular
subject he is not ordered, and the other examines the reason why he painted it again in the autumn of
1855. From comparison at his oil painting <La Pia de’ Tolomei> , one viable suggestion Rossetti was
attracteed by a paticular pair of lovers, especially female who dies owing to their love.

At the time when he intended to complete this watercolour, his fiancée Siddal suffered such poor
hearth that she was staying in France to take a rest. After remaining in Paris for about six weeks, she
asked him to send money to her. Therefore, he had to complete one picture to cover hotel expenses.
There were some unfinished pictures on his easel, especially a most encouraging one, <Found> , but he
decided instead to complete painting <Paolo and Francesca> , which had been already given up.

It is certain that he compared Siddal to Francesca who was killed with her lover Paulo by her
husband. As he believed the lovers might be able to gain enduring love before passing over death. We
know that Rossetti also compared Siddal to Dante’s Beatrice from a first glance. As he thought Beatrice’s
death was the necessity of true love, where she would wait for Dante in Heaven. Rossetti’s Beatrice
likewise might also die.

Considering the poem <The Blessed Damzel> , which is one of Rossetti’s masterpieces, he suggests
his belief that the love of lovers in heaven might be about the same as that found on earth. Meaning that
they love each other, not only spiritually, but also physically. Therefore, the differences between the two
states to Rossetti, were very small, except that love in heaven might be more eternal and absolute. He
desired to be olved by Siddal in the heavenly context, but her hope might have been to be loved by him
only spiritually until consecration by marriage. The devergence between their understanding of love
must have created an extremely stressful and unfulfilling situation during those days.

It is impossble to surmise whether Siddal’s death was an accident or by intention, but it is certain
in the autumn of 1855 that he seems to have accepted she would not recover. It is quite possible then that
Rossetti elected to portray the story of Paolo and Francesca as the subject of the picture, as his love for
Siddal might be comparible as Paolo for Francesca. It appears that he attempted to explain his and
Siddal’s fatal love to Ruskin who began to be intersted in her.
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Only to live as once on earth
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As then awhile, for ever now
Together, I and he.”
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