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HOMICIDE IN CHICAGO: A NINE-YEAR STUDY (1965-1973)

RICHARD BLOCK*

Patterns of violent crime have been typically
characterized as both a changing and stable phenom-
enon. While police statistics indicate that the level of
violent crime is increasing, many researchers have
found that the nature of these crimes is fairly stable.
For example, homicides are characterized as intra-
racial mostly between close acquaintances and com-
mitted by those who have essentially no criminal
career.! While there is an element of stability in the
pattern of homicide over time, the rapid increase in
the number of homicides committed would lead one
to suspect that there are changes in the nature of the
crime as well. Over the nine year period from 1965 to
1973 the homicide rate in Chicago more than
doubled: from 395 criminal homicides and a rate of
11.4 per 100,000 in 1965 to 854 homicides and a rate
of 25.3 in 1973. This great increase in the rate of
homicide is not unique to Chicago, and suggests that
analysis of patterns of homicide over time might add
a useful dimension to the data base provided by
earlier studies.

In 1971 a study was completed of patterns of
homicide in Chicago from 1965 to 1970.% This study
was primarily concerned with changes in rates of
homicide for various age, sex, and race groups and
changes in patterns of motive and gun use in
homicide. This study has now been extended through
1973, allowing analysis of patterns of homicides over
a nine year period. This paper will analyze changes
in patterns of age, race, and sex distribution and
motive and gun use for both victims and offenders.
Rather than using rates to analyze these changes
two new techniques are used: (1) demographically
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standardized excess increases from 1965 to 1973,
and (2) computergraphic displays.

The data for this nine year study were collected
from police records of the homicide division of the
Chicago Police Department. Information was coded
on all 6,075 crimes labelled as criminal homicide by
the police from 1965 to 1973. Although the type of
data collected was remarkably stable over the nine
year period there were some changes. When these
changes affect the analysis presented here the possi-
ble effects of the changes will be noted. This data
source limits possible analysis and explanations.
For example, killings by police are generally
not included in police records and the relationship
between a crime and use or sale of drugs is not coded
in police data for the earlier years of the study. A
recent comparative study has noted a dramatic
increase in drug related homicides in Philadelphia.?®
Thus, many variables which might be useful in this
analysis were not available.

An analytic technique used in this paper, excess
increase analysis, is dependent upon knowledge
and projection of the age, race, and sex specific
population distribution of Chicago. For this analysis,
base populations are derived by linear interpolation
of the 1960 and 1970 population distribution of the
city and continuing with a linear projection of age,
race, and sex specific population distributions
through 1973. Analysis based upon these popula-
tion estimates only roughly estimates changes in
homicide distribution. The population estimates are
even more tentative for Latinos and young Black
males. They are dependent on a census count which
probably grossly underestimated the real popula-
tion in these groups. The Latin population was esti-
mated for 1960 using city of Chicago estimates of
the entire population and the age, race, and sex dis-
tribution for Puerto Ricans.

The primary purpose of this paper is to determine
if the patterns of continuity and change in homicides
observed in the period from 1965 to 1970 contin-
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ued through 1973, or if new patterns of crime have
developed in recent years. Therefore, a special de-
mographically controlled technique was used to
analyze changes in patterns of homicide over time.
This is the technique of excess increase. Using this
technique, a rate of homicide victimization or of-
fense is created for age, race, and sex specific popu-
lation categories for 1965. Then using the popula-
tion distribution estimated for 1973, the number of
homicides expected in 1973 based upon 1965 age,
race, and sex specific rates is calculated. These pro-
jected counts are then compared to real counts and
an estimated number of excess homicides in 1973 is
calculated. This count summed over all race, sex,
and age specific categories is used to calculate what
per cent of the total excess increase is accounted for
by population in each category. In some tables, an
additional variable is added (e.g., age, race, sex, and
weapon specific estimates). However, the analytic
technique remains the same. Thus, the technique of
excess increase allows demographically controlled
comparisons of changes in patterns of crime over
time.

Analysis for this initial paper is not concerned
with multiple regression explanation models of vari-
ance in homicide rates as in several recent studies.*
The analysis is descriptive instead. Thus, where a
graph or table was deemed to be a better descrip-
tion of a situation, it was included rather than a
verbal statement. Later analysis of this data will at-
tempt to take into account such variables as the
business cycle, “southernness,” and the traditional
ecological variables of the Chicago school of crim-
inology. ®

STABILITY AND CHANGE

Some of the findings of this research are quite
similar to those of several other homicide studies. ®
Looking at Table I, it is clear that in the aggregate,
patterns of homicide show some remarkable stability
from 1965 to 1973. For all nine years homicide re-

4Gastil, Homicide and a Regional Culture of Violence,
36 AM. SocioLocicaL Rev. 412 (1971); Loftin & Hill,
Regional Subculture and Homicide: An Examination of the
Gastil-Hackney Thesis, 39 Am. SocioLocicaL Rev. 714
(1974).

58ee, e.g., Hackney, Southern Violence, in THE His-
TORY OF VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 505 (H. D. Graham &
T. R. Gurr eds. 1969); C. Suaw & H. McKay, JuveniLE
DEeLingQUENcY IN URBAN AREas (1942).

¢E.g., M. WoLFGanG, PATTERNS IN CriMINAL Homi-
cipe (1958); Hepburn & Voss, Patterns of Criminal Homi-
cide: A Comparison of Chicago and Philadelphia, 8
CrmiNoLocy 21 (1970).
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mains a crime that is overwhelmingly intra-racial
with most victims and offenders being Blacks. In
1965, 90 per cent of the victims and offenders were of
the same race. In 1973, 86 per cent were of the same
race. The percentage of victims who were Black
varies between 70 per cent and 74 per cent for the
entire time period. During the nine year time period
the percentage of known offenders who were Black
varied from 77 per cent to 83 per cent.

However, hidden by this apparent racial stability
in patterns of homicide was another pattern of
dynamic change. In 1965 there were 284 Black
homicide victims and in 1973 there were 592 Black
homicide victims. Thus, the number of homicides
with Black victims more than doubled in the nine
year period. Similarly, the number of interracial
homicides increased in the nine year period from
thirty-six to 103.

There have been some major changes in general
characteristics of homicides in Chicago. These
changes are primarily in the type of weapon used,
the relationship between victim and offender, and in
the age of the offender. As seen in Table I, al-
though there have been fluctuations during the nine
year period of this study, the percentage of homi-
cides where victim and offender were acquainted
dropped from 76 per cent to 64 per cent; or put
another way, the number of homicides where vic-
tim and offender did not know each other in-
creased from ninety-five to 307 during the nine
year period of the study. While it is still true that
most victims and offenders know each other before
a killing, it is not nearly so true as in the past. The
increase in homicides where victim and offender
are not acquainted has not been uniformly spread
throughout the population. Later in this paper this
distribution will be discussed.

Continuing a long-term trend the percentage of
homicides where the murder weapon was a gun
increased during every year of the nine year period.
During the nine year period the number of all
murder weapons which were guns increased from
197 in 1965 to 608 in 1973. Most of this increase was
in hand guns.

In a period of changing patterns of homicide some
forms of homicide remained relatively constant. As
already noted, killings by and of women did not rise
nearly so rapidly as those involving only men. The
number of intersexual killings and the number of
killings in which victim and offender were sexually
linked did not increase nearly as fast as other killings.
As seen in Table II, there were 149 intersexual
killings in 1965 and 195 in 1973. The number of
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TABLE 1
CrmvinaL Homicipe 1N CHicAG0—1965-73
1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973
Percentage of Homicides with 72 71 71 73 73 74 74 73 70
Black Victims
Percentage of Homicides At- 78 77 78 79 78 83 81 81 80
tributed to Black Offenders
when Offender Known
Percentage of Homicide Vie- 90 90 86 89 89 86 89 88 86
tims and Offenders Same
Race
Median Age of Victim 31.2 32.3 33.4 33.4 32.0 311 29.7 30.4 313
Median Age of Offender 24.4 27.0 30.1 28.8 27.5 26.8 25.8 24.8 25.3
Percentage of Homicides 76 73 73 73 63 62 67 71 64
Where Victim and Offender
Had  Been  Acquainted
Percentage of Homicides by 50 52 57 58 61 65 64 69 71
Guns
Number of Homicides 397 510 552 636 760 831 826 709 854
TABLE 11
NusmBer of INTERsExuaL KiLLings
1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973
Number of Intersexual Homi- 149 167 166 207 206 226 226 183 195
cides
Percentage of Total Killings 37 32 30 32 27 27 27 26 24
Number of Spouses and Ex- 88 108 106 125 104 113 120 111 100
Spouses
Percentage of Total Killings 22.2 21.2 19.2 19.6 13.7 13.6 14.6 15.7 1.7

intersexual homicides increased 31 per cent as
compared to an overall increase in the number of
homicides of 115 per cent. Similarly the number of
homicides in which victim and offender were hus-
band and wife or otherwise sexually linked did not
increase as fast as the overall rate of homicides.
Thus, familial killings and killings of women did
not increase nearly as rapidly as homicides in
general.

AGE ANaLysIs OF VicTiM AND OFFENDER

As Table I indicates, there has been little change
in the median age of the victim of homicide or in the
median age of the offender. The median age of the
offender, however, appears to have peaked in 1967
and has been declining in a fairly consistent fashion
since then. However, Figures 1-18 indicate that
summary measures of age change hide more than
they reveal. In these computergraphic charts, the
“x” axis is age in two year intervals, the “y” axis is
number of homicides. Victims charts (left) and

offenders charts (right) are broken into three groups:
Whites, Blacks, and Latinos. In all cases police
designation was used. It was expected that patterns
of homicides of or by Latinos might be different from
those of either Whites or Blacks. These expectations
were not entirely supported. While the number of
homicides among Latinos was higher than that for
Whites and lower than that for Blacks, the age
distribution is quite similar to the White age distri-
bution. As can be seen in the left side graphs, age of
victimns of homicide has become increasingly skewed
toward the younger age groups among Blacks with
less change in the distribution among Whites and
Latinos. The highest number of victimization for
Blacks occur in the late teens and early twenties.
There is a peak among Whites in late middle
age and retirement—these victims were probably
killed in robberies.

The pattern of age of offenders has changed even
more dramatically than that of the victims. The in-
creased skewing in age distribution is far more ob-
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vious, peaking in the year 1970, and spreading in
the following three years. Because these charts are
by offenders rather than by crime, the peakedness
of these graphs may be somewhat distorted. Mul-
tiple offenders (most likely gang related killings)
peaked in 1970 and have been declining in the fol-
lowing three years. In the last three years there has
been an important change in the characteristics of
homicide offenders. The late teen peak of Black
homicide offenders has spread out.

From the charts just presented it is clear that the
increase in homicides was not spread uniformly
throughout the population or even consistently with
earlier patterns of homicide. The number of Black
male victims of homicide age fifteen to twenty-four
increased 302 per cent from thirty-six to 145, while
the number of killings of Black males of other ages
increased 103 per cent from 171 to 348. Homicides
with White victims, male or female and young or
otherwise, also increased about 100 per cent. Killings
of young Black females increased 150 per cent, while
killings of other Black women hardly increased at all.
There was also a substantial increase in the number
of killings of Latino males, but this may in part
reflect the changing population structure of Chicago.

The pattern of increases for victims is fairly well
matched for offenders. The greatest increases in
homicide offenders are in the category of young Black
males and Latino males. The number of Black male
offenders ages fifteen to twenty-four was increased
from seventy-two to 231 over the nine year period,
while the number of other Black male offenders in-
creased from 169 to 272. (Caution is advised in
considering the characteristics of homicide offenders,
since the number of offenders about whom little is
known increased substantially over the time period
from six to 115.)

Thus, within a context of a homicide rate that
doubled, certain population groups stand out as
contributing most to this increase. The greatest in-
creases in both victims and offenders have been
among Black males aged fifteen to twenty-four.

ExcEess INCREASE ANALYSIS

Demographically controlled estimation of the con-
tribution of particular age, race, and sex categories of
Chicagoans to the overall increase in the number of
homicides seemed to be a concise way of presenting
the changing patterns of homicide in the city while
taking into account changes in the population struc-
ture of the city. The method of excess increase was
developed for this analysis. Table III presents an
analysis of excess increase comparing 1965 and 1973

RICHARD BLOCK
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for both victims and offenders. The first column jn
each section of the table is the age, race, and sex
specific rate of homicide for 1965. The second
column is the number of homicides expected in 1973
based upon these rates and the projected population
of 1973. The third column is the real number of
homicides which occurred in 1973. Column four
is the difference between real and projected.
Column five lists the age, race, and sex specific
percentages of total excess. The same format is
followed in all tables of excess increase.

As can be seen in Table III victimization was
projected to rise to 475.0 in 1973. There were
841 homicides in that year, an excess increase of
366 victims. Similarly, there was an excess increase
of 351 offenders. In calculating offenders a pro-
jected number of unknown offenders was calculated
as well as age, race, and sex specific counts. This was
done because of the large increase in unknown
offenders during the nine year period.

Looking at column five of Table III (for victim
and offender), it can be seen that the excess increase
in homicides is not uniformly distributed throughout
the population. This is expected since homicides
are concentrated among Black males and par-
ticularly high among young Black males. How-
ever, the particular distribution among Black males
is somewhat unexpected. Young Black males con-
tributed 25.1 per cent to the increase in victims and
35.6 per cent to the increase in offenders. Older
Black males contributed 39.3 per cent of the excess
increase in victimization but only 10.8 per cent
of the excess increase in offenders. Thus, offenses
were increasing faster than victimization among
the young and victimization was increasing much
faster than offenses by older Black males. As
we shall see later, much of this excess was in robbery
homicide.

Older whites also contributed more to the increase
in victimization than to the increase in offenders.
There was actually a smaller increase in homicide
victimization and offenses for older Black women
than expected. Both older and younger Latino males
contributed substantially to the increase in victimiza-
tion and offenders, while Latino females were ex-
ceedingly unlikely to be either victims or offenders
in homicide. The quality of the estimates of ex-
cess increase for Latinos is suspect because of diffi-
culties in estimating the real Latin population of
Chicago. Forty per cent of the excess increase in
homicide offenders was among unknown of-
fenders. If these unknown offenders are added to
the known offenders according to the distribution of
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TABLE III
1973 ReaL anD ProjecTED HomicipE VictiMs aND OFFENDERS BY AGE, RAcE anp Sex
Victims Offenders
1973 1973
1965 .Pro- Real Excess % 1965 1 973 1973 Excess %
Rate Jch\tIed N N Excess Rate Project  Real N Excess

White Males

15-24 9.4 15.5 25 9.5 2.6 13.3 219 20 -1.9 -5

Other Age 7.6 52.9 105 52.1 142 5.1 355 47 115 33
Black Males

15-24 54.0 53.2 145 91.8 251  107.9 1063 231 124.7 35.6

Other Age 444  202.4 346  143.6 39.3 42.8 1951 233 37.9 10.8
Latino Males

15-24 379 10.0 30 20.0 5.5 31.6 8.4 31 22.6 6.4

Other Age 14.5 17.2 40 22.8 6.2 11.9 141 30 15.9 4.5
White Females

15-24 29 53 8 2.7 v 1.5 27 0 =27 -.8

Other Age 1.9 17.5 33 15.5 4.2 i 6.5 9 2.5 i
Black Females

15-24 14.6 17.4 30 12.6 34 134 16.0 20 4.0 1.1

Other Age 15.3 78.9 69 -9.9 -2.7 11.3 58.3 58 -3 -1
Latino Females

15-24 5.8 1.6 5 34 9 5.8 1.7 0 -1.7 -5

Other Age 2.9 3.3 5 1.7 .5 2.9 3.3 1 -23 -7
Total Known 13.1  475.0 841 3658  100.0 12.5 4698 680 210.2 59.8
Unknown Offenders NA NA NA NA NA .6 207 161 140.3 40.2
Total NA NA NA NA NA 13.1 4905 841 3505 100.0
known excess offenders, it is estimated that 58.8 TABLE IV

per cent of the excess increase in offenders was
due to young Black males and 30.5 per cent was
due to older Black males. Thus, it can be seen
that the increase in homicide offenders between
1965 and 1973 was extremely concentrated. Sixty
per cent of the excess increase was due to 3 per
cent of the entire population. Nevertheless, homi-
cide is a rare crime even among this most physi-
cally violent part of the population. The rate of
homicide for young Black males was probably no
more than 250 per 100,000 population.

RoBeerY HoICIDE

Much of the increase in homicides can be ac-
counted for by an increase in the number of homi-
cides related to robbery. The number of robbery
related homicides increased from thirty-three in 1965
to 162 in 1973, an increase of 309 per cent. Robbery
homicides increased from a total of 8 per cent of all
homicides to 19 per cent of all homicides. Victims of
robbery homicide are different demographically from
victims of most other homicides. They tend to be far
older than their assailants, as shown in Table IV.

MEean AGE DIFFERENCE VIcTIM-OFFENDER FOR
RoBBERIES AND NON-ROBBERIES

Non-Robbery Strong-Armed Armed
1965 14 26.0 23.9
1966 79 25.5 21.1
1967 .50 33.0 26.1
1968 .30 17.3 11.5
1969 .02 18.1 18.6
1970 1.05 33.1 22.2
1971 .64 29.6 229
1972 1.68 48.2 17.1
1973 1.46 13.0 20.6
Total 5 27.26 20.19

'F = 536.68

The average age difference between non-robbery
homicide victims and offenders was never more than
two years in any period. The average age difference
for armed robbery victims and offenders was twenty
years while for strong armed robbery homicide the
average age difference was twenty-seven years.
The age composition of robbery homicide offenders
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has changed dramatically in the nine year period.
In 1965 there were eleven robbery homicide of-
fenders between fifteen to twenty-four years old
and fifteen offenders of other ages. In 1973 there
were seventy-nine offenders ages fifteen to twenty-
four and twenty-seven offenders of other ages. In
addition, the number of offenders whose age was
unknown grew substantially.

Not only the age composition, but also the racial
composition of robbery homicides changed over the
nine year period. Most significantly, the racial
composition of robbery victims has become similar
to the racial composition of other homicides. In
1965, 80 per cent of all male robbery homicide
victims (most robbery victims are male) were either
Whites or Latins. In 1973, 34 per cent were Latins
or other Whites. During the nine year period the
number of robbery homicides of White males ap-
proximately doubled. During the same time period
the number of robbery killings of Black males
increased from six to ninety-six. The number of
such killings increased 1500 per cent. This increase
is so large that it might indicate that the police have
changed their procedures for designating the cause
of homicides of Black males. Tangential evidence
would indicate that this is not the case. First, the
increase in robbery designated homicides does not

RICHARD BLOCK

[Vol. 66

occur at once but over the entire time period. Sec-
ond, the age difference between Black victims and
offenders in robbery homicide has not changed sig-
nificantly during the time period although the num-
ber has, of course, increased. Thus, the racial com-
position of robbery victims has become more similar
to offenders over the nine year period. It is not likely
that these Black male targets of robberies are afflu-
ent. Preliminary analysis indicated that robbery
homicide is concentrated in the same very poor
neighborhoods of Chicago as are other Black homi-
cides. These neighborhoods are not only racially
but economically segregated.

RoBBERY EXCESs INCREASE

In order to analyze the change in patterns of
robbery and non-robbery homicides from 1965 to
1973, the technique of excess increase is once again
used. In Tables V (victims) and VI (offenders)
counts of robbery and non-robbery homicide are
calculated based upon 1965 rates and 1973 popula-
tion distributions. These counts are compared to the
real occurrence of homicides in 1973. Using this
technique it was found, as in Table III, that there
were over 360 excess victims of homicide in 1973
when controlled for demographic population shiits.
Of this excess increase 65 per cent were in non-

TABLE V
1973 ReaL anp Projectep Homicipe VictiMs By RoBBERY MOTIVE, AGE, Race anp Sex
1965 Rate 1973 Project N 1973 Real N Excess N % Excess
No Rob Rob No Rob Rob NoRob Rob No Rob Rob No Rob Rob

White Males

15-24 9.4 0.0 15.5 0.0 20 5 4.5 5.0 1.2 1.4

Other 5.0 2.7 34.8 18.8 72 33 37.2 14.2 10.2 39
Black Males

15-24 54.0 0.0 53.2 0.0 128 17 74.8 17.0 20.5 4.7

Other 42.8 1.6 195.1 7.3 267 79 71.9 71.7 19.7 19.7
Latino Males

15-24 37.9 0.0 10.0 0.0 28 2 18.0 2.0 49 5

Other 10.5 4.0 12.5 4.7 30 10 17.5 5.3 4.8 1.5
White Females

15-24 2.9 0.0 53 0.0 6 2 7 2.0 2 S5

Other 1.6 2.3 14.7 2.8 27 6 12.3 3.2 34 9
Black Females

15-24 14.6 0.0 17.4 0.0 29 1 11.6 1.0 3.2 3

Other 15.1 1.2 77.9 1.0 62 6 -15.9 5.0 —4.3 1.4
Latino Females

15-24 5.8 0.0 1.6 0.0 5 0 34 0.0 9 0.0

Other 2.9 0.0 3.3 0.0 4 1 7 1.0 2 3
Total 12.0 1.1 4413 34.6 678 162 236.7 127.4 649  35.1
Grand Total 13.1 475.9 840 364.1 100.0
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TABLE VI
1973 ReaL anp ProjecTEp HomicipE OFFENDERS By ROBBERY MOTIVE, AGE, RACE anD SEX
1965 Rate 1973 Project N 1973 Real N Excess N % Excess
NR R NR R NR R NR R NR R

White Males

15-24 11.0 2.3 18.1 38 17 3 -1.1 -8 -3 -2

Other 4.5 .6 313 4.2 44 3 12.7 -1.2 37 -4
Black Males

15-24 96.0 12.0 94.5 11.8 160 71 65.5 59.2 19.1 17.3

Other 40.5 2.3 184.6 10.5 212 20 274 9.5 8.0 2.8
Latino Males

15-24 31.6 0 8.4 0 28 3 19.6 3.0 5.7 9

Other 11.9 0 14.1 0 30 0 15.9 0 4.7 0
White Females

15-24 1.5 0 2.7 0 0 0 -2.7 0 -8 0

Other 7 0 6.5 0 9 0 2.5 0 7 0
Black Females

15-24 13.4 0 16.0 0 18 2 2.0 2.0 .6

Other 11.2 2 57.3 1.0 57 1 -3 0 -1 0
Latino Females

15-24 5.8 0 1.7 0 0 0 -1.7 0 -5 0

Other 29 0 33 0 1 0 =23 0 -7 0
Total Known 11.6 8 438.5 30.3 576 103 137.5 69.7 40.1 21.0
Unknown 4 2 13.7 6.9 101 54 87.3 47.1 25.5 13.8
Total 12.0 1.0 452.2 37.2 677 157 224.8 116.8 65.6 34.8
Grand Total 13.0 489.4 834 341.6 1004

robbery related homicides and 35 per cent were in
robbery related homicides. In 1965, there were ap-
proximately twelve times as many non-robbery
homicides as robbery homicides. In 1973 there were
approximately 4.2 times as many. It is clear that
robbery homicides accounted for a greater per-
centage of the increase in homicides than non-rob-
bery homicides.

The increase in robbery homicide victims was
clearly concentrated in older Black males. More than
half of the excess increase in robbery homicides (19.4
per cent of 35.1 per cent) is due to robbery killings
of older Black males. This is precisely the same
percentage as non-robbery killings of this group.
Younger Black males were victims in approxi-
mately 25 per cent of the excess killings; most of
these were victims of non-robbery killings (some
gang-related). White victimization increased most
significantly in non-robbery killings of older men
and women. Non-robbery killings of older Black
women was actually lower than expected. Most
of the excess increase in victimization among the
Latino population of Chicago was centered in non-
robbery killings of Latino males. It can be seen
that much of the excess increase in killings was

centered upon older Black men as victims and that
this increase was equally likely to be in robbery re-
lated or non-robbery related killings.

The story told by Table V1 is quite different. Table
VI analyzes excess increase of offenders rather than
victims. The excess increase in offenders is clearly
concentrated in two categories: Black males age
fifteen to twenty-four and unknowns. Non-robbery
killings by young Black males accounted for 19 per
cent of this excess increase and unknown assailants
accounted for 26 per cent. Robbery killings by
young Black males accounted for 17 per cent of the
excess increase and unknown robbery assailants ac-
counted for 14 per cent. If the unknown assailants
are redistributed according to the pattern of the
known excess increase, the results are even more
dramatic: 32 per cent of the excess increase in of-
fenders would be in young Black male non-robbery
killings and 29 per cent in robbery killings by this
group.

Thus, as in Table III, young Black males con-
tribute excessively to the increase in homicide
offenders, while older black males contribute ex-
cessively to the increase in victims. Two things
become important in this analysis: first, predicting
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the trend in homicide rates in the future; and second,
attempting to explain the increased violence of young
Black males.

There is little reason for optimism about the
nature of the trend in homicide rates. Graphic
analysis clearly indicated that a violent cohort of
young Black males whose violence peaked in 1970
and remained high for the next three years was
joined by another violent cohort. Thus, one would
expect less of a fall off in violence in this older
cohort with maturity than earlier cohorts have ex-
hibited.

Answers to the second question are far more
difficult. However, part of the answer is fairly sim-
ple: the increased use of guns as weapons in as-
saultive crimes.

Guns anp HoMicipe

As seen in Table I, the use of guns in homicides
clearly and consistently increased over the nine year
period under study. In Tables VII and VIII, the
method of excess is used to examine the relationship
between increases in homicides and increased gun
use. Using the method of excess increase, the re-
lationship between gun use and increased homi-
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changes in the city population and race, sex, and
age differences in choice of weapon constant.

As can be seen in Table VII the entire increase in
homicides between 1965 and 1973 in Chicago can
statistically be accounted for by homicides where a
gun was the weapon. The method of excess increase
predicted that there would be 234 non-gun homicides
in 1973. There were in fact 232. It was predicted that
241.5 gun homicides would occur; there were in fact
607. Thus, 100.6 per cent of the excess increase in
homicide victims was accounted for by gun killings.
About 70 per cent of this excess increase in victimiza-
tion was due to killings of Black males: 27 per cent
due to kil].ings of Black males age fifteen to twenty-
four and 43 per cent due to killings of other Black
males. (In 1973, young Black males were estimated
to form 3 per cent of the city’s population and other
Black males 13 per cent of the city’s population.)

In Table VIII, excess increase in offenders by
weapon choice is examined. Almost 100 per cent
of the excess increase is accounted for by Black male
and unknown offenders using guns. An additional
10.3 per cent is due to non-gun killings by un-
known offenders. Once again, there is a greater
increase in young Black male homicide offenders
than young Black male victims. At the same time,

cides can be examined holding demographic older Black males suffer a greater increase in
TABLE VII
1973 ReaL anp ProjecTED HoMmicIDE VieTiMs BY WEAPON, AGE, RAaCE anD SEX
1965 Rate 1973 Project N 1973 Real N Excess N % Excess
Gun Nongun Gun Nongun Gun Nongun Gun Nongun Gun Nongun

White Males

15-24 7.1 2.4 11.7 4.9 16 9 43 4.1 1.1 1.1

Other 33 4.1 23.0 28.6 63 41 40.0 12.4 11.0 34
Black Males

15-24 33.0 21.0 325 20.7 130 15 97.5 -5.7 26.8 -1.6

Other 22.6 21.8 103.0 99.4 261 84 158.0 -15.4 43.5 —-4.2
Latino Males

15-24 26.3 13.2 7.0 3.5 25 5 1.5 5.0 4

Other 10.5 4.0 12.5 4.7 28 12 15.5 7.3 43 2.0
White Females

15-24 2.2 7 4.0 1.3 5 3 1.0 2.7 3 7

Other 2 1.7 1.8 15.7 14 19 12.2 33 3.4 9
Black Females

15-24 73 7.3 8.7 8.7 19 11 10.3 2.3 2.8 .6

Other 6.6 8.7 34.0 44.9 41 28 7.0 -16.9 1.9 —-4.6
Latino Females

15-24 5.8 0 1.7 0 3 2 1.3 2.0 4 S5

Other 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.6 2 3 4 1.4 .1 4
Total 6.5 6.5 241.5 234.0 607 232 365.5 -2.0 100.6 -.6
Grand Total 13.0 475.5 839 363.5 100
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TABLE VIII
1973 ReaL anp ProjecTep Homicipe OFFENDERS By WEAPON, AGE, RACE anD SEx
1965 Rate 1973 Project N 1973 Real N ExcessN % Excess
Gun Nongun Gun Nongun  Gun Nongun Gun Nongun Gun Nongun

White Males

15-24 4.7 8.6 7.8 14.2 3 11 —4.8 -3.2 -1.3 -9

Other 2.6 2.4 18.1 16.7 9 24 -9.1 7.3 -2.6 2.0
Black Males

15-24 54.0 54.0 53.2 532 185 46 1318 ~7.2 37.5 -2.0

Other 22.6 20.3 103.0 92.6 179 54 76.0 -38.6 21.6 -11.0
Latino Males

15-24 329 0.0 8.8 0.0 27 4 18.2 4.0 5.2 1.1

Other 7.9 4.0 9.4 4.7 19 11 9.6 6.3 27 1.8
White Females

15-24 7 N} 1.3 1.3 0 0 -13 -1.3 -4 -4

Other 5 2 4.6 1.8 6 3 1.4 1.2 4 3
Black Females

15-24 4.9 8.5 5.8 10.1 11 9 5.2 -1.1 1.5 -3

Other 38 7.6 19.6 39.2 32 26 12.4 —13.2 35 -3.8
Latino Females

15-24 0.0 57 0.0 1.6 0 0 0.0 -1.6 0.0 -5

Other 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.6 0 1 -1.6 -.6 -5 -2
Total Known 6.2 6.3 233.2 237.0 471 189 23738 —-48.0 67.6 -13.9
Unknown 3 2 10.3 6.9 136 43 1257 36.1 35.8 10.3
Total 6.5 6.5 243.5 2439 607 232  363.5 -11.9 1034 =36
Grand Total 13.0 487.4 839 351.6 99.8

homicide victimization than in responsibility as of-
fenders.

Use of weapons other than guns by known
offenders was 13.9 per cent lower than projected and
use of weapons other than guns increased less than
expected among younger Black males and actually
decreased among other Black males. Older Black
women homicide offenders also chose weapons
other than guns fewer times than projected. In
fact, the increase in gun use approximated the
decline in non-gun use. Thus, especially among older
Blacks, use of guns in homicides may have been a
substitute for the use of other weapons. The ef-
fect of rigorous gun control legislation upon the rate
of homicide or the increase in that rate, un-
fortunately, cannot be answered by the data avail-
able for this study. It is not possible to know
whether the increase in homicides was due en-
tirely to the increasing availability of guns or if the
increase was due to an increased propensity to
violent crime with a gun instead of another wea-
pon. However, the entire increase in homicides in
Chicago from 1965 to 1973 can be statistically ac-
counted for by an increase in homicides using a
gun as the weapon. .

It is not likely that the entire increase in homicides

was caused by the increased use of guns as a
weapon. Other important changes occurred in the
pattern of homicide in Chicago. Rates of robbery
homicides increased significantly and the proportion
of robbery homicides where the victim was an older
Black male increased. Unless it is assumed that
offenders in robberies where a Black male is the
target are more likely to carry a gun than offenders
in other robberies, the increase in robberies of
Black males cannot be explained by an increase in
gun use. In further analysis, it is hoped that other
reasons for the increase in homicides can be sorted
out using a more detailed analysis of the relation-
ship between the victim and the offender and
ecological and geographical characteristics of the
community where the homicide occurred.

CONCENTRATION

Homicide in Chicago is an extremely concentrated
crime. Thirty-four per cent of all offenders in 1973
were Black males between age fifteen and twenty-
four, as were 18 per cent of all victims. Young
Black males accounted for 60 per cent of the ex-
cess increase in offenders. Black males fifteen to
twenty-four are 3 per cent of Chicago’s popula-
tion.



510

Of the 2,389 homicides in Chicago between 1971
and 1973, 495 (21 per cent) occurred in an area of
375 blocks. Two per cent of the blocks of Chicago
accounted for 22 per cent of the homicides. The
blocks where these homicides occurred are among
the most economically depressed areas of the city.
The areas of highest concentration were the Robert
Taylor Homes on the south side, a massive high rise
housing project, and a burned out area of Madison
Street on the west side. These neighborhoods are
among the poorest in the city. Thus, poverty and
availability of guns appear to be the overriding
phenomena explaining much of the increase in
homicide.

CONCLUSIONS

From an analysis of changes and continuity of
patterns of homicide over the nine-year period from
1965 to 1973 in Chicago the following can be con-
cluded. First, homicides have increased and con-
tinued to increase—in only one year of the study
did the number of homicides decline. Second, there
are essentially two patterns of homicide: a pattern of
altercation homicide based on domestic feuds or
arguments between friends, and a second pattern of
homicide based on robbery. The second form of
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homicide is increasing much more rapidly than the
first, but the characteristics of victims of robbery
homicides are becoming more similar to those of
non-robbery homicides and to those of the offender.
The victim of robbery homicide is increasingly the
Black male. Third, over the nine-year period of the
study there has been a dramatic increase in the
number of young Black male victims and offenders.
If all offenders are included, the age distribution of
Black offenders reaches 2 maximum skew and peak-
edness in 1970, probably due to multiple-offender
gang killings. By 1973, this peak has broadened
out, indicating that one cohort of violent youth has
probably been joined by another. Fourth, the en-
tire increase in homicides between 1965 and 1973
can be statistically accounted for by an increase in
homicides using guns. This indicates, at a mini-
mum, the current failure of gun control legisla-
tion and the possibility that more restrictive gun
control legislation may aid in the control of homi-
cides. Fifth, because of the geographical, racial, and
sexual concentration of the homicide offense among
poor young Blacks and Latinos, the community
may be unwilling to make available the re-
sources necessary to combat the homicide of-
fense.
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