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The behavior of osoroi in confirming close relationships:
In relation to self-esteem and anxiety over being regarded as different

Yuri Yamada
Graduate School of Human Ecology, Kinjo Gakuin University

This study examined the relation of the anxieties of adolescents over being regarded as different from others and their
tendency toward uniformity in their friendship groups with self-esteem and the behavior of osoroi. Osoroi refers to friends
who have matching clothes and stationary or another accessory or item. The subjects were university freshman at a
private women's college (N = 286). The major findings were follows. (1) Anxiety over being regarded as different was
found to be related to self-esteem. (2) Self-esteem was associated with anxiety over being regarded as different and the

feeling of osoroi. The results show that the tendency toward uniformity in friendship groups affect friendships differently.
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