Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

A Republic of Letters in East Asia

TAKAHASHI Hiromi

In the 18th century the Tokugawa Bakufu continued to follow foreign policies of
severe control over international contact from the last century, but Japan was not
isolated from the world. For evidence of these relations, we see that the fictional
Gulliver visited Japan in 1709 (Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’'s Travels, 1726)

This provides some proof that Japan was vague and fantastic like Laputa and
Luggnagg to Europeans. Fact is stranger than fiction. Oddly enough, Giovanni
Battista Sidotti (1668-1714), an Italian priest, came to Japan in 1708 in Japanese
costume as a disguise. Those days Japan was under prohibition toward Christianity.
Sidottli was just an uninvited guest. He was arrested and interrogated by Arai
Hakuseki G4, 1657-1725) several times. Hakuseki was a not only a Confucian
statesman of Bakufu but also an outstanding scholar. As a result Hakuseki frater-
nized with Sidotti and wrote Seiyo Kibun (PirEfiR]) and Sairan Igen (REFEEZ) that
served as a beginning for Dutch or Western Learning in Japan.

Hakuseki also held an interview with the delegations of both the Kingdom of Korea
and Ryukyu. Each delegation was accompanied by eminent literati. Hakuseki received
the Korean Envoys and chatted away like old friends in 1711. Chong-pyong (&¥E)
said to Hakuseki that he thought Japan had been a military state, but after he came
to Japan he realized Japan is cultural and the Japanese people are excellent in the lit-
erary arts. Hakuseki replied that to promote goodwill between Korea and Japan re-
quired nothing more than decency and confidence. Then Hakuseki asked them whether
Sung Chui-ho (B3 E) was alive and well. Sung Chui-ho had come to Japan in 1682
and met Hakuseki then. Unfortunately Chui-ho died that summer. Hakuseki asked
them to transmit his regards to Chui-ho's two sons. All in attendance talked pleas-
antly and smiled at this meeting (Koukan Hitsudan {T.BIZE3).

In 1714 Hakuseki met Tei Junsoku (F2MiHI, 1663-1734), who came from Ryukyu, and
as a result Hakuseki wrote the record, Nantoshi (Fili&). Junsoku went to China five
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times, at first as a student, next time as an interpreter, and last as a diplomat. He
was a compiler of Chuzan Shibunsyu (FILUFFSCHE, 1725). Before that, Koushin Shisen
(327552, 1705) included about 70 selections of the Ryukyu poets chosen by Junsoku.
Ryukyu sent students overseas to China constantly in order to learn Chinese civiliza-
tion. Because Ryukyu is small island they tried to come and go abroad by ship. They
considered their ships as bridges to all countries. (plate 1) This is in contrast to the
Japanese isolation. Anyway these activities were the early fruits of a Republic of
Letters in East Asia. East Asian people communicated with one another in classical
Chinese. The classical Chinese was a common language as like Latin had been in me-

dieval and Renaissance Europe.

This Republic of Letters in FEast Asia blossomed in the
second half of the 18th century. At first I'd like to introduce
the case of Kimura Kenkado CRKATFEE %, 1736-1802, plate 2)
and his friends. They conducted literary and cultural activity
in the commercial metropolis of Osaka. Kimura Kenkado was

a merchant producing and selling the brewed beverage, sake.

At the same time he was a painter, poet, collector of a numer-
ous books and also collector of specimens of rocks and ores.
He was a Japanese encyclopedist.

He had many distinguished friends and enjoyed literary

(plate 2)

company once a month according to
custom. The salon's leader was Daiten CKHi, 1719-1801, plate
3), a Buddhist monk and eminent man of letters in his days.

Daiten wrote that Kenkado maintained good rapport with his
fellows. He at the same time observed decencies of etiquette.
The rapport and decencies were central to Kenkado's way of
life. These principles were based on The Analects of
Confucius. ‘Yu Tzu said, “Of the things brought about by
the rite, harmony is the most valuable” (Book 1, 12). This is
the essence of East Asian civilization. Kenkado's cultural

(plate 3) characteristic was based on the tradition of Confucian, with
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the later addition of western learning.

In May 1764 Sung De-jung Uik, 1732-1809, plate 4), the secretary of the ambas-
sador and a grandson of Sung Chui-ho, paid attention the Kenkado's activities, for
Sung De-jung himself was a man of taste of classical literature. A man, we are aware,
is known by the company he keeps. But Sung De-jung was prohibited from visiting
Kenkado's house. So he asked Kenkado to represent their enjoyment of company to-
gether. This painting was called “An Elegant Party at Kenkado's Home” (GREHEHE
[X). Sung De-jun took the painting back to his country as a souvenir.

After going back Sung De-jung talked about Kenkado's activity to his friends. His
friends had almost had an experience to visit to China as a member of delegation.
They formed the school of practical science named North Learning (JL*#i&). For ex-
ample Hong Dae-yong (#t K%, 1731-83, plate 5) went to China in 1765 and looked for
talented men. When he met such people, they got on well right away. Whether gentle
or simple, it seemed as though they had been friends with him for a long time. He
made friends with three persons at Hangchow (#t/ll) in China.

They promised to maintain a lasting friendship beyond the border. They shared
their experience that they had good friends with each other. Hong Dae-yong men-
tioned that Hosoai Hansai (& 3275, 1727-1803)'s talent, Daiten's fluent pen, and
Kenkado's painting were splendid, and he could not find a Chinese literati comparable
to Japanese literati in his ‘Afterword to Japanese Poetry and Prose’ (HHRZEEHEEK).

The next example is Lee Duk-moo (Zfifk, 1741-93)'s documents. His Seihiroku
(JEMEE) reads that poets make poems influenced by pure ether in the universe. Only
one or two poets of thousand or myriad people can get this inspiration. It is very rare
case. Lee Duk-moo took Kenkado as a close friend and wrote that Japanese literati
were superior to theirs. He continued that they themselves would need to learn to
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read Japanese writing. Lee Duk-moo also compiled Tengai Chiki no Sho (KIEHCZE)
from Hong Dae-yong's writing and communication in writing. In this book Lee Duk-
moo referred to Kenkado's tastes for classical literature and elegance. He wrote that
there was no comparison between Kenkado's lifestyle and theirs.

The third example is Park Je-ga (AFFZ, 1750-1839). He visited China in 1778 with
Lee Duk-moo and wrote Hokugakugi (Jto##%). This writing is remarkably important
to enlighten Korean people in those days. He wrote an introduction of his poem that
he had no ability, but a companionship with intellectuals was his amusement. He
listed his friend's names, including Lee Duk-moo, Park Chi-won (FMiEjE, 1737-1805),
Yu Deuk-gong (MI#$#7§, 1748-1807), and Hong Dae-yong, as well as Taki Kakudai
(e, 1709-73), Daiten, and Kimura Kenkado whom he hadn't seen. I show you his
poem concerning Kenkado and Hosoai Hansai.

PR Hansai has a class at the Green school

FRE A IUESUR Many poets join in Kenkado's activity

AGTIR S Person of taste is not only Sung De-jun

J7 HHERHEEE X How splendid “An Elegant Party at the Kenkado's Home” is!

Thus Kenkado's topics always came up as an example in the North School. Kenkado
probably could not imagine that Korean intellectuals mentioned him as a close friend.
But I believe that they held communion with Kenkado and his fellows. It is just the
Republic of Letters in East Asia.

The explanations show a commonality that Korean intellectuals had experience of
traveling abroad. On the one hand the experience of travel made them open-minded
people. On the other hand Kenkado collected much information from China to Europe.
Korean thinkers identified themselves with Kenkado. It seems to me really miraculous
communion.

They were contemporaries of Voltaire (1694-1778), Diderot (1713-84), Hume (1711-
76) and Herder (1744-1803), etc. While Voltaire and Diderot were flourishing at their
salons in Paris, Kimura Kenkado and his friends promoted cultural exchanges between
Japan and Korea. Even though Korea and Japan were lacking in the existence of the
mistress of the house or prompt modernization, besides seven centuries before Madame
Pompadour (1721-64) we had the literary genius Lady Murasaki (973?-1014?) and Sei-
syonagon (965?-?), I have no doubt that East Asian polite society was polished and

elegantly mature.
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