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Shock Therapy Salvation

explodes in a violent attack. Later, after returning home, Mrs. Turpin goes out
to her hog parlor and is confronted with the realization that she is among the
least who walk the paths to salvation and that those she has judged will walk
before her. 0’Connor reminds the reader in this story that God can make use
of even a meek soul to deliver a powerful message; an individual’s own percep-
tion of self-goodness is not God’s perception of goodness.

One of O0’Connor’s most profound revelations comes in “A Good Man is
Hard to Find.” In this story an entire family is murdered before a grandmoth-
er can see the fallacy in her own sense of self- worth. The grandmother is a
domineering, ill-tempered, judgmental woman living with an identity crippled
by nostalgia. Her unrelenting persistence and defiance of her son’s wishes
lead the family into tragic peril. Even at the height of the crisis, as her son,
daughter-in-law, and grandchildren are being led to their deaths, she can
think only to beg for her own life. It is not

until the final moments before her own death that she understands she
is staring at the face of evil incarnate and realizes her own faith falls victim
to doubt under the weight of such strain.

0’Connor explained her choice of the use of violence as a need “to expose
the ‘distortions’ of ‘modern life’ that appear ‘normal’ to her audience. ..to the
hard of hearing you shout, and for the almost- blind you draw large and star-
tling figures” ( qtd. in Meyer 349-350). O’Connor’s work is meant to compel
the reader to reflect upon his own life and look for complacency that has
found residence in the recesses of the mind blinded to Satan’s distorted view
of a normal world and spirit-filled individuals.
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