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Canine and Feline Protein-Losing Nephropathy: Three Case Studies
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Abstract: A cat and two dogs with severe proteinuria underwent renal biopsy for pathological diagnosis,
and their clinical outcome and prognosis were compared. Their pathological findings were all different: no
abnormality (suspected of minimal change glomerular disease); membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis
(MPGN) and suspected focal segmental glomerulosclerosis. The dog with MPGN died in an acute course. They
were treated with angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor and cyclosporine. The urine protein-to-creatinine
ratio and response to treatment were not consistent in these cases. These results suggest that protein-losing
nephropathy may present various pathological forms in small animalsand thus renal biopsy is essential for
understanding the pathological process of the disease. Further research is needed to determine the best drug of
choice based on the clinical symptoms and biopsy results.
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