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The ability of animals to anticipate coming earthquakes
—A possibility for dogs to predict an earthquake—
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Abstract: There were lots of reports concerning the unusual behavior of animals before the Great Hanshin
Earthquake on January 17, 1995, although those cases were reported after the earthquake. About 20 % of dogs
which were kept at Kobe and its neighboring areas showed unusual behavior: dogs that seldom barked howled;
dogs that were always gentle bit their owners suddenly; dogs showed no appetite; dogs were severely
frightened; dogs were eager to go out their homes, etc. We hypothesize that those dogs sensed extraordinary
changes in their unusual environment, for example, an abnormal production of electromagnetic wave (EMW).
In this study we exposed the unusual EMW, which was observed before the earthquake, to dogs, and examined
the changes in their behavior and neuroendocrine parameters. Finally we have found dogs having the ability to
sense the EMW observed before and at the Great Hanshin Earthquake.
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