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Biographical Note

Eben Elwell was born on January 20, 1921 in Brobkane. His father was a farmer, and his
mother a homemaker. Both parents came from actaéradaratic families, and participated in
Democratic politics. At the age of eight monthsek&lzontracted Polio in the same epidemic that
struck President Roosevelt. He attended Morse Bidiool of Brooks, and enrolled at the
University of Maine. World War 1l interrupted hisltege career, and he went to Portland,
Maine, to build ships. He returned to Brooks in @94hd became active in town politics. He was
on the board of selectmen, serving as the overardralso served one year as town manager.
He made a living by collecting liens on area prtiper He eventually was nominated for the
school committee, where he served for six yearshét@ame active on the Maine Democratic
Committee, and eventually won a seat in the Maiegitlature. He brought forth education
legislation that reimbursed school departmentsii@rest on school building loans. He was also
active in roads and agriculture, and served as nityleader. Eben sold insurance for a time,
and was appointed State Treasurer. In 1966, he aradasuccessful bid for the Democratic
First District Congressional nomination. At the érof interview, he lived in Augusta.

Scope and Content Note



Interview includes discussions of: meeting Ed MagkdSC 1946); clipping bureau debate; 1954
election day; Big Box; dealings with Ed Greeleybtsubsidization on school buildings; debates
with Dave Stevens; debates with Emory Dickey; sthaading formula problems; sales tax
legislation; Republicans for Muskie; gaining NeikBop’s support; getting a free hour of
television from George Hale; supporters of Muskierking on the Maine State Housing
Authority; Muskie’s relationship to farmers; Burtd3s’ re-election problems; Cross’
unwillingness to debate Ed Muskie; Elwell’'s leadgpson school funding; school consolidation;
influence of a Democratic minority in 1954; a staéat about the impact of Elwell’s legislation;
bussing students; school reforms; illegitimacy iaiive; Muskie’s main issues; “Tax and Spend”
debates in Augusta; and rebutting Republican smseapainst Muskie in the Bangor Daily
News.

Indexed Names

Arnold, Lorin

Bishop, Neil

Boucher, Jean Charles

Clinton, Bill, 1946-

Coffin, Frank Morey

Cross, Burton

Damborg, Peter

Dickey, Emory

Furbush, Perry

Gray, Louis

Greeley, Ed

Hale, George

Hansen, Don

Haskell, Robert

Heath, Byron

Hill, Warren

King, Angus

Lowe, Seth

McCarthy, Eugene J., 1916-2005
McMahon, Dick

Molten, Albert, Jr.

Molten, Fred

Murphy, Phyllis

Muskie, Edmund S., 1914-1996
Nicoll, Don

Palmer, Fred

Romney, George W.

Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945
Smith, Margaret Chase, 1897-1995
Stevens, Dave

Stevenson, Adlai E. (Adlai Ewing), 1900-1965



Thayer, Donald
Trafton, Willis
Tupper, Stanley
Twombly, Guy

Transcript

Student: . ... second interview with Eben Elwell on Agg6th, 1998 in Augusta, Maine. Mr.
Elwell, can you tell us about your involvement wigd Muskie’s first campaign for governor?

Eben Elwell: |1 became acquainted with Ed when we were both Ineesnof the Democratic
State Committee, 1946 | believe. And | was impeddsy the way he dealt with controversial
problems and so straightforward, candid, and gffectThen something that | can remember is
when a candidate for governor in the precedingtieledrought in a bill for clipping services,
clipping bureau. And Ed said, “No way,” he saytbat’s his expense,” and he says, “clip is the
right word.” That’s his pun, he’d use a pun to makpoint and he could get away with it, you
know. But it stuck with me because he seemed tohlstraightforward and effective, no arguing
about it all afterwards. And | said to myself, ‘&tls my man if he ever wants to go further.”

He went in that year, | think he went to the legfisie, and | went into local government. And so
when it came time that he showed some interestphe back through the county in ‘48, which
would have been a couple years later. And hewerd to me, and | forget by whom, that he’s
gonna be in Belfast and, at the movie theater, hwtliey were quite active then but they were
always poorly lighted. And it was a place he caggd. So | got a couple of guys together, a
couple of my cousins, and took them down, hearddpeak.

He was on his way down to Campobello, seems agithbtalked about this before. He’'d been
down to Campobello, was on his way back. And utitd there was a connection with the
Roosevelt memorial which would have been abouttthwed, ‘45, but he talked about things,

he’d say just in his own way, you know, for new a&igqtances. Talked about finding a whale, a
seal whale washed ashore on a beach bleeding tio ttheaway they do with their weight. And
so, but he was so, made such a clean cut appeaeattcthoughtful statements, that the two
cousins that | took with me said, “That man willdg@vernor of the state someday.” And they
were old-time Democrats.

And come the day he was elected, they were stamiitgide the voting poll. The man who ran
against me for the legislature had come over arshftk “Unintelligible phrase), | guess you're
spending a lot of money, aren’t you?” | said, “limat spending a cent, Burt, those people are all
volunteers.” These two, cousins on Election Dayd,s'We gotta work today but if you'll give

us a list today at five o’clock that hadn’t gotieanwe’ll see that they get in.” Of course there
were other volunteers, too, so we, but they gotyeveter. Matter of fact, there was one voter in
the next town that a man drove forty miles to getaduse he hadn’'t. He was in town and the
roads were out from the flood, you remember petgleg you about the hurricane? Diana and
Edna?

STU: In ‘54?



EE: Pardon?
STU: In 19547
EE: Nineteen fifty-four. You didn’t get those? Ydidn't get that anywhere?

STU: 1gotthat. Stan Tupper had to deal with it a goesal because he was the Sea and Shore
Commission head.

EE: Okay, so on the weekend before the election, ad We’'d had, the floods I think were
about a week apart. But, | can remember on theotlthe election | go up to the farm to check
things out, | head out and my mind’s off somewlase and wondering if the work is all done

in the different towns. And | drove onto a pie¢eaad that had split right down the middle, half
of it gone. And | drove on it from the other saled look right out and can'’t see it. By the time

| brake my car went on its head, front bumper, trigrar the farm, so we just took a tractor and
hauled it out and | went on my way. | checkedaimly early with the town clerks who were
friendly, but we only had one or two in the wholstdct that weren’'t Republican. And they
were a source of strength for the Republicans [secthey checked the list and gave Democrats
a hard time if they wanted to register and ma@asly for their people to register. So | called a
town, Waldo, between Brooks where | lived and BalfaAnd the town, asked the town clerk if
he had, if they had all the material out there. sHiel, “Yes,” but he said, “do you want a blank
ballot?” And | said, “What would | do with a blamlallot? And besides that, you gotta account
for them.” He said, “Don’t you know the systemA&hd | said, “What system?” He said, “Well

| give you a blank ballot, you put it in your potlkad when somebody comes along that you got
a bottle for or something else, he owes you a vai®; to be sure that you get it you take that
ballot, put a big ‘X’ up in the,” days back, withe straight ballot voting?

STU: Yup.

EE: “Tell him, ‘put that in the box and bring you lkaais blank ballot,” then you know how he
voted.” That was part of the system. And he wBemocrat but he was part of Belfast and he
knew, you know, what was going on as far as elestare concerned. So that was two events
that happened before seven o’clock was my car stgrh end and coming in contact with this
clerk. But I'm getting ahead of myself becausedieka lot of campaigning before that
obviously and, I'll back up to where, well get intdnere we, your question, next question’s
going to be Bishop and Greeley.

STU: Yeah, okay. How did you become involved with N&ighop and Ed Greeley?

EE: | became involved with Greeley in 1946. | wasceédd chairman of the selectmen in
Brooks, | was twenty-five years old. And Guy Twdgnand Phyllis Murphy were the state
committeeman and woman in the county. And thega@ske if they could write my name in on
the ticket, they had thought up a ticket which tdeyjust for respectability’s sake, they didn’t
want to leave it blank. Asked me if they couldtermine in for the state senate and | didn’t have
any objection, | didn’t have any ambition to rurt they were (nintelligible word) a write in.



So | became acquainted with Greeley and this wagyer met him in the campaign.

But | was in the corner store one day and the mamaigthe store was chairman of the local
town committee. And cold turkey asked me whabltjht about Eddie Greeley, and | told him.
| was trying to study government at the time, Ioupffice, go up to the university, take

different things, courses that come along. | s&ddie Greeley is probably the most competent
public spirited man we’ve got in this county.” lgees and tells Greeley. Well, he turned out to
be a pretty damned good friend. He was in Musldetser, and when it come time he was in
my corner. And he helped me get major legislationugh, not by lobbying for me but just give
me some advice in the beginning as to how you, tvogo about it, you know.

And here | am going down to the legislature agalfman while we were outnumbered, at the
time of the election we were outhumbered ten toiorke legislature. Time we, after Muskie’s
first victory and we went into office, it went up tive to one. And I, going in with a piece of
major legislation, piece of legislation that coblgild a billion dollars worth of school houses.
Piece of legislation that Bill Clinton’s copied ftite pass, the Congress to pass, that would
subsidize the debt service on school buildingsother words, lots of people built their own
buildings, each town, school district, whateverhadf it come time to pay the bill, subsidize the
interest, principal interest on it. And they shgtts worked to the tune of a billion dollars worth
of schools here in Maine and a billion dollars dperMaine, can’t help but notice. Especially
when it's something positive, constructive, like gthool system we’ve got. Sometime I'll run
that by you as to what, just what that's doneyoli want it now, I'll give it to you.

STU: Sure.
EE: Okay. The district that | was in down there, Watounty . . . .
STU: Can you start by giving a date of when this hapd@ne

EE: Okay, of course | had the bill drafted on thislésand on that desk in there before | ever
went to the legislature. | sat down and I'd leartaxal finance as far as the towns are
concerned. I'd been on the school, local schooirndtee; | knew the formula that they used for
distributing state aid. When | built my house, nggyghbor was the superintendent of schools.
He used to carry a folder with him which would hawenty-six payrolls at the end of the year,
because every two weeks they made a payroll. Gsetlt’'s broken down as to what category
the expenses come in. You could flick through #rat pick up the bottom line on the last copy,
tell what the balances were all the way along and lmuch had been spent by adding the
columns.

So | learned the formula which was involved, and/\few people took the time to do it. Even
some school superintendents didn’t always know wizat in it. And | discovered that when |
went into the town office, we were in debt and doi borrow money the first year that | was
there. First week we couldn’t meet the school pkyi went to the bank to borrow money on a
temporary loan and they said, “Eben, we can’t libentown money without co-signers.” We've
gotta, two people who usually signed, one of theas this Republican town chairman | told you
about . ...



STU: What was his name?

EE: Freddy Molten. By the way, his son, Al Molterasvin my wife’s class and | knew him

well and he became a supporter of Muskie and hexs la, had a position in the Governor’s
office in Vermont, must be twenty, thirty years,dtays right there. But anyway, and he helped
us big in the, for the Republican Jourrthht’s in the Republican Jourresd far as carrying
materials concerning, we could generally get aasdeyou know how sometimes we get it under
our name and, over our name, sometimes it didBit it appeared in there. Well, anyway, as
far as these two men are concerned, far as Greglsyoncerned, Greeley was soft spoken, very
much committed to helping the small towns, you kntmaado things for the small towns. He was
on the outs with the incumbent governor, Govern@s€ had appointed David Stevens as
chairman of the state highway commission. And & leen told, you know, instructed to cut
out, cut the red tape and be efficient in termspanding the money. And to begin to narrow it
down so that the town roads didn’t count for mumtause he had what they called an
“efficiency rating” for roads. Well of course, aajor artery turned up fairly well on that. But
then when you go to take his ratings and compame thith the state ratings, and come time for
us to budget in the legislature for these highwiaygxample, he would try to get all the money
he could out of the towns for their share of buntgthe local roads. And try to get all the money
out of the feds he could for that. You know, méls® he’d have, might even have a bigger
budget, but it would leave certain deficiencie# inecause the feds didn’t subsidize like state
highways, not in the federal system.

And, but they, people get killed on them, you knawg somebody has a responsibility to do
something. So, Eddie went down to Augusta one slayething that his town needed. They
had a town meeting coming up that night, he ditlaite an answer . ... The problem, he’d been
chairman of the highway committee in the legislatuBut | guess this hurt him some when he
got cut down so that he didn’t have the influen8e, | forget what the matter was that he
wanted, but he said, “Coming down, they were pagithe white line on Route 3 between
Augusta and Belfast,” and when he come back thag veering over it. That didn’t speak very
well as far as their efficiency was concerned, kpow. So whatever it was, Stevens had told
him what he couldn’t do. And Ed says, “Well, wiaat | supposed to tell my people at town
meeting?” He says, “Tell them that son-of-a-bibéla David Stevens wouldn’t let you have it.”
He said, “What do you suppose | told the,” Eddigss “what do you suppose | told them at
town meeting?” That's just what he said, you knodfter coming back and seeing them so
damned efficient and tarring over the white lineytlust painted.

So, but he would, told me that he would go intoldggslature, Muskie was in the legislature six
years and the floor leader at least the last yehisderm. And he would listen, and he’d hear
Ed Muskie talk, he said, you know, “You'd see peojpirn around in their seats to listen. You
don’t see it very often, but you can recognizé you're there. They start showing that sign that
they'’re listening.” He says, “I've read copieshié speeches, never an improper punctuation,”
whatever. And Ed did everything, what he coulddisend his speech, give it in writing to the
clerk because if you don't, the horse blanket com#sand it looks pretty rugged because
somebody would try to take down what you're sawingally. So he became very respectful of
Ed and he was anti-Cross; he just thought thatGrasn’t the man for the job. And Cross was



just the opposite from Greeley in that he wouldph’t know if | should say some of the things
that come to my mind. You know, | don’t want tothat critical. But he was, he allowed that,
as how maybe he wasn’t a master plumber but heawaaster politician. Can you imagine
anybody campaigning on that program today?

STU: No.

EE: But this is, points up the difference betweentthe men. And Cross would try to pull
strings here or there. So we started out withrcmapaign down in the county and the first thing
that | gotois a county . ... There was a graupasn’t an extension group but it was a group
where they invited all the Republicans and allBreenocratic candidates in the county to appear.
| appeared on the stage with all Republicans, efveenty Republicans, because | was the only
Democrat to seek office. And I'd been familiar mtvhat happened in ‘46 when | ran to fill a
ticket and that was just laying over, you knowlingl over and playing dead far as the
Republicans were concerned.

So | said to the leaders at the time, “I have reirddo run that kind of a campaign. I'll run with
anybody that wants to run with me to win, but | waean this way,” so | wound up running on

a, sole candidate on the ticket. So | get dowrethethe meeting and I'm sitting beside that
man from my home town who was the incumbent legpslaHe wasn’'t a candidate for
reelection at the legislature, he was a candidatesklection to the senate. And the, come time
they had to work off the protocol as to who washgdo speak. And so | allowed as how I'd get
the chance to speak, out of the twenty of themgé&tone twentieth of the coverage. And |
wanted to speak to the Democratic Party and foMbEsgkie. And | got away with it. So | got a
chance to rebut, every man that would speak, Itcagshance to rebut, and . . . .

(Telephone interruption.)

EE: .... Emory Dickey who was the incumbent legfist from my district, and it was more or
less . ... He was, well, the guy in town that gein town meetings and objected to anything

and everything that he could to get attention apdot open it up, and he would be booking for
or against topics.

STU: What was his first name?

EE: Emory, Emory Dickey. So, | found, it seemed wrkvout in town meeting, the way to
handle him was he had a quick temper and a boowding, sounded gruff. And | would say
something, you know, just to put him off. Anahintelligible phrase) when he lost his temper.
But on the way down my wife had said to me, “Noy ylon’t have any reason to tangle with
Emory tonight, you want to give him a wide bertbuiyre not running against him.” And |
thought, ‘makes sense’.

So he’s sitting beside me and, on the platform,samdething was said about Dave Stevens.

He’d been tax assessor before he was highway caiames and he had tactics in his, in the tax
collecting, in the tax assessor’s role somewhatladt he had in the highway, basically arbitrary.
And for the reevaluation program, he was respda$drs the reevaluation program of the towns



and cities. Well, the school formula that | toloLyabout, which is the biggest item in any
budget now, schools are, the school formula wésréal such that you could raise or lower that
valuation per capita, valuation against the val8e.he was raising the valuation of the towns
which cut their school subsidy, and he hit ruraliméa

Well, Eddie Greeley could see this, Bishop coulelthés, so what, they had | guess they call it
the three Rs: Reevaluation, Reclassification,Redpportionment of the legislature were the
issues. There again, the Republicans controllddfzy, even though the ten year census
showed certain strips of population, they would@thor it, and we made an issue. The
Democrats picked up | think six seats when theslagire, in the senate now, which can
ordinarily make or break a thirty-three member gro&o, those being the three issues, we were
talking about the one on reapportionment. No, s&aue, on reevaluation. So | said to the
group, “Now, the legislature didn’t pass any lawattbrought this about, it's an executive thing,
administrative thing, executive administrative.’ndi\so | said, “You can blame your governor
for that; he’s the one in charge of the executepaltment.” Greeley says, pops up and he
boomed right out, “That’s a lot of political gobbiegook,” he says, “that wasn’t done by the
bureau of, by the executive, that was done by thiedu of taxation.” Then | guess he realized
that he’d put his foot in it, and he sat down atabked at him and smiled to show, so he could
see | wasn’'t mad, though he sounded like he wak| aouldn’t do that if | didn’t know his
habits. And | said to Emory, “You say that thattst an executive department but in the bureau
of taxation.”

STU: Now this is Emory who said this?

EE: Yup. Sol said, “We have three departments geganent, right? Executive, legislative
and judicial.” Now I'd say, “Would you say it’s ithe judicial part, Emory, part of
government?” He said, “No.” “Would you say it wiaghe legislative part?” | just said “I don’t
think it was.” He says, “No.” “Well there’s onbyne other place to go, the executive.” So |
said, again to try to be lightweight, light, talgiabout it, | said, “Then it's in the executive
department, right in the lap of Burton Cross.” Amalsat; he didn’t get up the next time. So
then Bishop gets up, down the corner. . ..

STU: Now, what was Neil Bishop? Was he a legislatahisttime?

EE: He'd been a senator. He'd got the biggest vetareindependent running for governor two
years before than anybody had ever gotten up tditha. They called him a “celebrated
independent”. Articulate as hell, you know, he weasspoke in a low tone, but he seemed to,
well, like McCarthy, Gene McCarthy. So anyway, fiedver met the man. I'd heard about him
through Greeley. He gets up down in the cornerlangays, “I've got to agree with Mr. Elwell
as far as Burt Cross and education is concerndd.’says, “He’s not an education man. He’s
not an educated man.” He said, “They say he’ghvmay man, | say he’s a highwayman.”
Popped this off and here there are all the Repamblocandidates there for the primary, you know.

STU: So at this time Neil was in the leg-, was stileaator?

EE: No, he wasn't a senator, he’d run for governevmusly. And what happened was, and



I've probably got around here somewheres someneisflout when he ran for governor. He
would, for this reason, that he was a candidatherprimary against Burt Cross and another
fellow down the street here, . . ..

STU: In ‘52?

EE: In ‘52, two years before. And they, when it caimge for the election, the people here in
the Christian Civic League were very aggressivad &ross cultivated them; they were on his
side. They got out a brochure for the three catdgland Bishop was a, | guess you could say
ugly looking person, although, not repulsive anyway just coarse features and a jaw way out
here, you know, and he was very sensitive to iteylgot out a brochure, the Christian Civic
League, and | know the person who printed it f@enthhe’s gone now, no sense talking about it.
But they snowed Bishop’s picture, which was bagdugih before they snowed it, and then they
just put white flecks on the picture. So here’s€drwho was immaculate, groomed, you know,
and they show him and [Frank] Hussey, that’s twil then they’ve got Bishop off here,
whatever reason, they didn’t like him. And theylweays of doing that. | can remember when |
met the director or spokesman for the group . . . .

STU: Who was that?

EE: Oh, let me, well, | could probably tell. It'sssoman over here in our local church, our
church. Anyway, she said to me afterwards, she 8aihy Mr. Elwell, when | joined the

church here in Augusta, | never expected to seeaymember of the Methodist Church.” | look
at her and | said, “Why would you ever say tha8te says, “Well after your record in the
legislature.” “Well,” | says, “I still don’t undstand what there was in my record in the
legislature.” She says, “Well, we never could guatit our finger on you.” | didn’t tell her
that’s just what | planned it be, you know, becalusgured when | was in the legislature, on the
moral issues, stay out of it. | says, “I've gdhert things that are more important and | haven't
got any strong feelings.” So anyway, this wasy there pretty adamant and pretty arbitrary
making their decisions.

So Bishop resented it, he lost the election andgw here in Augusta fought it out for the
nomination. And | knew afterwards, | didn’t knowes a period, quite a period of years | knew
Hussey, that I've known some things about Cross,lgmw. I've been to his home and visited
with him and talk with him now on the phone. Argldninety-five, he’s still as much up with
things as to how government is run as most anybothe city.

One day, for instance, the city made a mistakenévespaper made a mistake in printing the size
of a bond issue put out by the state and Burt@¢aliem up, said, “That bond issue was bigger
than my whole budget when | was governor.” Sa, feas, they’d made a mistake and he didn’t
know it. So when | read his article | called hiotéll him that they’d made a mistake. And |
haven’'t heard more from him since. Well, he cattegiback, | left a message and he called me
back, but the bond issue was printed for sometlikegwo hundred and seventy-seven million
dollars. The budget back then was right arountidh®unt, maybe even less. But it shows that,
the newspaper that published a retraction, anth@lpeople in the community read it, Burt says,
“Well who but you would pick that up,” you know. uBthe fact is that even now he takes the



pulse of the legislature and knows what’s going bmthat respect, you've got to give the guy
credit.

STU: So Neil gets up at this seems like a Republicartimgegorimary debate or something?
EE: What's this?
STU: Where you were speaking and you were talking atimieducation and re-evaluation.

EE: I'm trying to think the name of the group, butnids Donald Thayer, in Swanville was
chairman, he was Republican county chairman. Anldeswas partisan and very vocal, and it
didn’t bother him a bit to go out and talk with etiRepublicans. What they were doing, the
local people down there, what they were doing wasng their own local problems, municipal
problems. They had the Cross program down thetfeedegislature and he thought it would be
inefficient, and maybe was strictly from the statstandpoint as far as their budget’s concerned.
They had just put on a sales tax not very longrfeeftwo cents, and | raised it to three, put the
bill in that raised it to three. The first tim@uit the bill in was for Ed Muskie in my first term,
and the next time | put it in my second term andaht. So | got credit for that when it come
time for me to run for reelection, | had that wrag@round my neck. But that wasn’t the reason
why | didn’t get my third time elected, becausedjaent the time, my time on the school issue.
See we, I'll get back to that.

So we had Thayer and Greeley, Bishop, and of cdbesasual people; Byron Heath was a big
factor among the Republican group. | don’t knoatthe had any opposition that night, but he
picked up on it. And election night, the day befefection, election eve, he came by my house
just at dusk and asked me for material for his.caise sheriff's department had the strongest
organization in the county and they asked me faens to put in the back seat of his cars so
that the people would know. He didn’'t have to gpeethem about it, they’d know that he was
hauling for Ed. |¢nintelligible word) maybe some of my material went out, too. | did@ve a
hell of a lot.

So starting from there, the next morning after,tthiat meeting, | went down to Bishop’s to talk
with him, see how much interest | could generateisn get him involved in the, if | could get
him involved in the campaign and Guy and PhyllisyGwombly and Phyllis Murphy went
with me. And up to that time | had very little paan exposure in the county. I'd been a town
manager and, no, yeah, I'd been a town managebeenl on the school committee for eight
years and chairman of the board of selectmen far, three or four. And so when we get down
to the house, | said to them, “Why don’t you let geein because he might, you know, be
cooperative if he gets partisan . . . .” He wasidadly brought up as a Republican.

Matter of fact, let me tell you the story that bé&ltto that group that night. He said, “You know,
when | was growing up,” he says, “l was broughirup good Republican home but | was told to
stay away from them Democrats because they’reuitmeparty.” He says, “And then later |
thought | saw some Republicans drinking rum and,says, “now I've got proof of it, they can
drink just as much rum as any Democrat, no,” hd,sand they can drink as much rum as any
Democrat and there’s Fred Palmer over on that caongrove it.” A Republican candidate for



county commissioner, his face was red and threetslite the wind, you know. Happy as could
be, just laughing right along with everybody elsedwuse it was, not realizing the joke was on
him. But this is how incisive Bishop could be, yknuow?

So when | get there, | say, “Knock on the door,’shgs, “Well, we waste a lot of time in politics
don’'t we, Eben?” As much to say, ‘| know what y@uhere for’. And | soft pedaled that
(unintelligible phrase), but anyway, | get inside, he invited me in tleellmom éside to someone
else). So this is where his briefcase was, which waesad doctor’s bag, about this wide, maybe

it was a doctor’s bag, but it had all the matenat from the previous campaign. And he was,
he really hurt about the way he was treated angali know. So he starts taking the stuff out of
that briefcase to show me, and | forget how it camethat he ynintelligible word), you know,
when | stood on the steps and he said | was wastinime to getting in there. But anyway, |
guess mostly I just listened. And as he pulleddifferent things out, he had for instance
newspapers folded the usual way, center. And Hedpthat out and here’s the headline, and the
headline is, one of them speaks to a twelve thaldatiar bribe accepted by a former governor,
another one, that guy who was convicted of somgthinelation to the liguor commission.
Incidentally, this was a liquor deal that the brils@s supposed to apply to. Another one was that
van they found, had a number for the governoméogovernor; this made the headlines. So as
he pulled those out, | took them aside that weterfid, you know, useful. And we got,
(unintelligible phrase) month or so.

George Hale, did you, Don said he knew George, ndmeed George Hale; he was advance
man for Adlai Stevenson? He’s still alive, I'ddikko get to speak to him, see how much of this
he remembers because he was a, it was a key pasibhe was in. Television had just come
in. There was the fall, the election came outt ihacome into, more people had it for that
election. Only a few got it at first, but by thleeion we all wanted it, you know. And matter of
fact, I'll tell you a story in connection with thand I'll get back to George Hale.

But the highway supervisors in the counties welréhald to be Republicans, they were appointed
and they had to be Republicans. But they livetthérural communities and their feelings were
alot like the other people in the communities. o8e of the workmen who worked for the local
supervisor lived next door to him, and they bougfitv set. And his wife said to me one day,
she said, “We pull the curtains down on Haroldtdesand we watch Ed on television.” This, his
mother to one of the two cousins I, she was thénaraif one of the two cousins | told you

about. They always called him Ed. They felt, tddyeen down and met him and spent an hour
listening to him. So when it come that night & golls, when they knew he’d won, before Ed
knew we knew by the turnover that was taking pla&e in our own community, you know,
pretty big, by big enough numbers. Incidentallg,dpparently looked it up. | don’t know that |
did, but he said that, told folks in the caucus dag that, they were giving me a hard time and |
wasn’t there. He said he couldn’t criticize a ntlaait got more votes in the election than he did.
But | was down at the bottom of the ticket and lzswp at the top, so | probably could get those
numbers somewhere.

But anyway, we contact George Hale. | don’t knolovwnade the con-, don’t remember who
made the contact. He says, “l can give you adraliour for free.” ‘Special events’ they called
it. Half an hour on TV was something, you knowr, tfee number of people who are going to



watch it. So | took those newspapers, set thei typical easel that you see down at the store
when they have a display, so that different headlcome over each one, got those so the
camera would pick them up. Bishop never mentidhed, a lot of people recall seeing them,
you know. And they brought him on, he didn’t phgrteph good at all, they put, painted, the
screen was black, you know, black and white anywayshadows and all so that, but effective
as hell, far as what he had to say was conceraedsfstimulating Republicans to think
differently. So we got away with that, and themeothe question of the, we had straight
balloting in Maine then, you remember what thatas

STU: Um-hmm, big box?

EE: Big box, yeah. And so this is where we couldeéhbpst. You had to get people to split the
tickets. Because who would vote for Margaret Sraitd that particular, down the row, you
know, all the way down. We were probably runniggiast Margaret Smith without saying so,
we had to be concerned that they didn’t mark tigabbx. So he goes on with the ballot, blown
up, and he was showing people how to properly apiitket, didn’'t mention Margaret Smith,
how to properly ticket.

Well the first thing was that there was interestmowing how to vote, have your vote counted;
the next was by getting half an hour him talkingattit and people going to work the next
morning and chatting with each other, there wasyalpological side to it where they were
thinking, well, maybe we should and who are we gdmvote for, you know. So he goes down
with his pointer, he picked out certain names, lpystoincidence he picked one of his favorite
Democrats that’s going to run against a Republigabhmy name in there, and so we had in total
an hour on TV, how much would that cost today, konaw, to get?

STU: Quite a few dollars.
EE: Yeah.
STU: Was it prime time?

EE: Yeah, yeah. So, and George Hale, he must hal/pdréisan feelings or he wouldn’t have
been with Stevenson. By the way, I've got herdl|,w& were on another subject here. We,
well that, this is it, we’'ve covered haven't wer, & TV is concerned, far as Bishop’s
concerned?

STU: Yup, | was just, you know, | mean, you talked ablmaiv the core of the Republicans for
Muskie campaign, the major players were Neil Bisaog Ed Greeley. Can you remember any
other people that were prominent in the Republi¢canMuskie?

EE: Yup, Thayer in Swanville, and then there wasrupalmyra, you've heard of Perry
Furbush, other people must have mentioned himwét&ed with Ed in OPS and he was
working there with a fellow named Millet who joineg with him and that helped it on that end,
too. | was trying to think if there was anybodsttive left out. Anyway, one of the school
superintendents down in Searsmont, Louis Gray,avaember. And | think maybe the way it



shaped up would be interesting to you. That, Bdiery cautious person.
STU: Greeley or Muskie?

EE: Muskie. Very cautious, conservative in the waydealt, so he was reluctant to meet these
people face to face. He didn’t want to speak amdhim having to, you know, justify what they
said. So he kept an arm’s length relationshipould see that this might put them off, you

know, so | tried to bridge the gap between. Theyld go down and ostensibly write a speech
for him. Well, you don’t need somebody to writspeech for Ed Muskie, you know. He knows
what’s going on, he can do his own articulating. | gemember telling them, “Well look, you

get it done, I'll see that he gets it.” So one niog at six o’clock | had a speech delivered to
him, because | just picked it up, and they workikdight putting it together. But he had it,

down to his camp over here to China Lake, Soutm&Hut how much he used it, whatever, you
know, | don’t know. But I think that the fact tHa¢ and Frank didn’t know how the election was
going until about eleven o’clock says that he didwasn’t that close to the ground, his ear
wasn’t that close to the ground anyway, becausknee at eight o’clock when the numbers,
you know, that were coming in as we get in previpesrs.

And | seen the numbers on Stevenson that fall,anaftfact, wife’s got a picture of him being in
Belfast and pass you the picture and you would mpio& him out as an important candidate.
The newspaper got him at a disadvantage and hetdbe/n to the ground and they take the
picture of the mayor and the owner of the locahplaBut he got probably a third the number of
votes that we got later, | mean as president.

STU: Who are you talking about, are you talking aboulaA8tevenson?

EE: Yeah, yeah. So that kind of sets the picturevioat we were, where we were at. But the
word got out and something about it, there’s soewpfe here in Augusta I'm sure, like Peter
Damborg who was with the . . . . Let's see, Don $¢amwas with the Gannett papers, . . . .

STU: Don Hansen?

EE: Don, he wrote the book on Ed Muskie, do you retmamthat? Remember somebody that’s
prominent in that book named Richard MacMahon, DitdcMahon? Do you remember that?
Well, the first or second time he come into thertguDick was driving him and | remember his
personal flash of temper of Ed. He was tailgating he damn near bumped somebody, you
know. Ed says, “Fine thing,” he says, “I get myneain the paper tomorrow morning for rear
ending somebody.” You know? This was a concdrthalway along that he, this being
(unintelligible phrase), because Greeley had said to me, and | knowhb#ysaid the same

thing. He says, “When you go in there,” he saimif't be looking for all the people that are
with you, they’ll all say they’re with you but itthe ones that's going to be against you that you
want to be watching.” Well, anyway, Ed was veryttaus in everything that he did.

So | found myself, some thirty years, twenty ydater when | was establishing the State
Housing Authority, | was the organizing directortbé Maine State Housing Authority, another
multi-billion dollar program, tax exempt and selfpporting to all intents and purposes. And



they were displacing the Federal Housing Admintgira It was that thing that George Romney
who was secretary of housing and urban developmented to get back to the local level
wherever they could. But we, | had that tax exed®o we could go up and build schools and
fund them. And so McMahon of course being admiaist began to feel the pinch that they’'d
do away with this agency, which they did. But efthey did, he was hurting and he would
make snide remarks. And one day one got in therpdpe newspaper. And he had said
somewhere that | was dealing with old cronies atHlbusing Authority. It was one thing |

didn't do. So | had a job to do, | was committedHousing. | bought a thousand mortgages for
seventeen million dollars when | was treasurehefdtate, out of petty cash. | got that petty
cash by revising their system, leaving money indhecking accounts, fourteen million dollars
the year Ed was elected, in checking accountsngiaivay the interest. Hansen, | think, spoke
to it. And | put the money into something that \Wbhelp Maine and pay us a good return. This
we got fifty basis points, or half of one percemrmthan we could get on similar government
insured investments and these mortgages | bougiet wsured.

So anyway, (I forgot where | was on my [story]), 9@ by Bishop and Greeley in the election.
So when it comes election time | think we had alaofdurth of the registered voters in the
county, and of course we tried to feed my camp&gverybody, you know, Republicans and
Democrats alike. And a fewrintelligible word) Republicans just put that right up there first,
the unintelligible word) Republican. And this is where Bishop come imandy because they
voted for him as an Independent. And you know pdeple that he knew he could influence, he
was such an effective speaker. And so he kindibthe thing up just like [Angus] King has
done now. King is bringing something differenthe table, [than] what Ed brought. But there
was a time when | can remember saying that thistytilost half its population in a hundred
years. We’re growing the kids and educating thach@ut they go. Nothing here for them to
come back to. And this was the truth, you knovd @mit home. The, one man had reported,
one of the supporters in the final analysis, and et he’'d found sixty thousand acres of field,
once field, in the county where people . . ..

End of Sde One
Sde Two

STU: Let's talk a little bit about, if you will, Muskie'relationship to rural farmers and rural
people, in general. How did he get support inlritaine?

EE:  Well first off, Bishop had set the stage, as fath@satmosphere was concerned by saying
the, telling the problems he had on the negatide, ®specially with David Stevens and

bouncing it back to Cross. Greeley had, very aldie, very highly respected in his town, and in
the county.

STU: So they got the word out through that one telenisipot?

EE: Well, | think first that meeting with the farm taau, local farm bureau that we were at
before, with the panel. And so the word got oentlnd at least part of it ran in the local
newspaper, and the local newspaper WasRepublican Journal, very partisan, but see, old,
Albert Molten, Jr. was the editor, who was the ebthe local Republican chairman in Brooks



and . ...

STU: Now, when you say the county, you're talking abai@ldo County, not Aroostook,
right?

EE: Right. I'd forgotten that there was only one baynty. But when you got Bangor, you got
up to Aroostook, too. And so far as they were eoned, you know, they kind of worked around
so they were throwing all the problems back intosst lap. And when you get five thousand

people that you signed on as members, which iadhger they were throwing around, | didn’t .

STU: For the farm bureau, or for the Republicans ?. . .

EE: Republicans for Muskie, that they had five thawseembers. And | have no reason to
doubt it, but certainly more than that showed ugnatelection. So that was the atmosphere that,
as | say, that he worked in, but he wouldn’t ridese issues home. He’d come on as an
intelligent, forthright clean cut candidate and iolisly committed to want to do something,
running. They didn’t know but he did, that he anit win that time, wasn’t supposed to win
because you've got an incumbent governor and haltdp his machine, and you run next time.
Get known this time then you run to win next tiraad that was his philosophy. And like | say,

| think it caught him by surprise when he did whecause he didn’t know what support he'd
gotten over in the rural areas. And there wasdbtsbecause of this thing blossoming down
there in Belfast at the panel meeting, and thehdgigaking it on TV.

And | don’t know how many people that meant, got) ¥now, but probably somebody in every

neighborhood would have a TV. And coming from giR#ican, Bishop had been a Republican
all his life, and Greeley. And | don’'t know, it\iller up in Palmyra, what his background was,

but he was a local leader. So Ed keyirftelligible word) in the campaign, probably Don could

tell you better about the detail of that.

But | can remember one thing that impressed metlhade knew his own capabilities as a
debater and this basic, this was probably the gastpoint he had that carried him where he
went. Nobody could stand up to that guy in a teagh, you know, rough and tumble argument
without somewhere along the line he’d come on smngthe’d intimidate them. Even in the
Senate, in Washington. But if you knew him, whyiyid wasn’t a case of intimidation but
you’re gonna cross him, you know, you gotta figoue the final analysis, how the thing’s going
to come out.

But he invited Cross, he challenged him to a dedateCross was always too busy, had another
appointment, what all. So one night Cross was, hadschedule took him to Camden, the steps
of the City Hall where he was going to speak. Edthere without any invitation, and he, but
where was Cross, you know. Cross got worriedhikatas going to be there so he, as Ed said in
his speech, he says, “I told him that | would beehat seven o’clock in Camden, steps of
Camden City Hall.” He says, “Where is he?” Healsalust as far away from me as he can get
and still be within the confines of the state ofiMg” down at Eastport. Then he goes on and he
points his finger, you know. | don’t know if yower, did you know him at all?



STU: No.

EE: Anyway, his fingers were, he was a tall man, léngers. Waves that finger and he says,
“Of all of the stumbling, fumbled, bongling admitrations, you’ve got to really write Cross

off,” because on the face of it, on the grounds tleawasn’t there to debate with him, you know,
which was still a strong point and the newspaparstb carry it. Welllhe Bangor Daily didn’t

roll over, they had, [Lorin] Doc Arnold was the piimlal writer . . . .

STU: It wasn’t, The Bangor Daily at the time was really a Republican voice, not a.?

EE: Yeah, matter of fact, it was afterwards. I'iVgiyou an, I've got a picture in here that |
could show you to, in fact I'll make a note ofti, prove what you've just said. That writes
about like my pens do. Anyway, so they were, Inail tway of favoring the Republican
candidates. So all | can say is that the votesgaeded and at eight o’clock at night we knew
from the number of people we’d hauled in and themversations as they come in, you know,
expressing themselves how they felt, how the elaatias going. But | wanted to get the
country total so | headed for Belfast, which is veiEhe Republican Journal tabulated the vote.
Ed and Frank were in Waterville, and | think tlvegnt down to John Martin Manor, it's now
John Martin Manor, the Jefferson Hotel. Ed wasagisvgoing to the nearest Chinese place, he
liked Chinese food. And so like | say, | droveBelfast and back, heard the count down there, it
was bed time. And I didn’t know that they were ingva gathering, far as Ed was concerned,
nothing was said about it. So it was certainlyi@an upset and the people that were involved,
like the guy there the editor ®he Republican Journal came aboard as far as | was concerned,
wrote good editorials and anything they did, yoownhe put it in a good light.

And that’s the year, that’s the time when | introdd the school legislation and | didn’t go into
leadership that year. Here again, see, Ed had@owo about rural Maine which was represented
by arch conservative Republicans, that was the lie come from the city, lived in Waterville
then. He was progressive himself and liberal, thedegislature made up, a lot of them were
farmers. And a farm, being on a farm isn’'t necelysa way to get well informed or well
educated, you know. And he had a concern abou¢ sxbrthe decisions they made without
having the logic that he thought ought to go it@nh. So anyway, | was rural, and when it
come time to select the leadership, he hand pittketeaders. | wasn't included and | said,
“Okay, that’s good from the standpoint of my schiegjislation because I, you know, | can
report down the middle of my term dealing with whahere we have five-to-one Republicans
so I've got to sell it to that group, and I've dot(unintelligible phrase).”

So one of the first things | had was, Ed calledimé¢he department of education noticed that I'd
been a school committee member, they asked marpaill for them which would have given
them an architect. The year that we first votedtie school construction. You build a billion
dollars worth of school construction without thattatect, because Ed Muskie said, called me in
to tell me that he didn’t want that in the prograAnd so far as | was concerned it's not a big
deal compared to the bill itself, my bill, | letgb. And they tell me over to the State House that
two years ago they got that architect, in fortyrged backed down, which | wouldn’t have done
probably later; just sheer respect for the guyd Adid know that he could veto the bill if | gat i



passed and | would waste a lot of good will getitqmassed if | did good. And in fact | would
have known what | would have done about tryinguto & bill through with him as governor
because whatever he wanted, you know, we had refgpdom and just didn’t stop to ask or
second guess, you know. But that's one time whemwiked that way.

The next time we had a question about legislativanext session, the first session the house
enacted my bill and the senate wanted to have @ncaus study of it. So they raised twenty-
five thousand dollars to send to, to pay to a fimnThicago, the Jacobs Commission, to study the
legislation and come back and make recommendatidhsy recommended that my formula
should stand, but also they said if you're goingaahis construction, you ought to make sure
that your grouping of schools is such, to be edfiti So they required a high school to have
three hundred students, it sounded reasonable.

Now to get a high school down to Waldo County tied three hundred students, we took eleven
towns, put them together, closed five high scho@an you imagine closing five high schools in
one sweep? And built one, and on a differentted@ any of those five for political reasons,
you know. There’s so much feeling for each highosd, the alumni from one school versus the
other, somebody had a basketball team and thespgghed up or something in some town, but
they were pride, mostly pride. So I've done reskaince that tells me that in those eleven
towns where we have one high school and five gsatieols, I've located a hundred and nine
school houses that existed in the 1870 censusty Eve of the school houses had a school
board, a school district; was handled as a schetia. Now we’re down to one school district
with a, you know, a small high school really, thremdred kids, you probably went to bigger
ones than that.

So we got into the next session and there was $amgetvrong with the formula that the
consultants worked up as far as the subsidy itsetfthe construction subsidy, they agreed on
that, that's what my bill was. But they had a fermsommissioner as a consultant to upgrade the
formula to match it because my legislation said thay should be reimbursed for school
construction expenses, including the interest@astdme rate they were for school maintenance,
teachers, whatever. And so they got to tinkerinty that formula as far as school maintenance
is concerned, the basic formula, it was alreadtherbooks. And it's complicated but once you
get it, you know, you apply things to it.

So they made a mistake, and sometimes | wondewds a mistake in the formula, but it was
wrong, you know, the calculation was wrong, andcaeld lose the bill. The superintendent had
to put, the commissioner of education, that wask#yeman, Warren Hill. So I, he said to me
one day when | found the error, | set up to eletwrlve o’clock working on it, thinking that |
was close to it, that | ought to be able to, seldcked out of the computer down there in
Augusta for all the state. And | was trying dowviriree local level, knowing how the distribution
should be made down there, to see if | could fimatem in the budget that was off. And sure
enough, | did, | went to bed and about two o’cldatguldn’t get to sleep, and about two o’clock
in the morning | found it.

What it was, every tuition-receiving town in thatst was being docked by the amount of that
tuition twice. They intended to do it once, thegk it out twice. And the man who was doing



the programming, he had a, went around with thetsha his pocket, copies of what the law
was going to be, but he’d programmed it on the pegye. Then he turned it over and at the very
end, probably forgetting, programming it again. dAndidn’t cost my town an awful lot of
money, five thousand dollars, though it cost Gaedatown here a sizable amount, over a
hundred thousand, which for a town, back in thasesdhat was money.

So after | talked with the commissioner and hisggaretty damn happy that I'd found it, matter
of fact | went by and showed my local superintendenthe way up. Didn’t have a hell of a lot
of sleep that night, you know, thinking now I'vetdo get this, get back to the legislature and
correct this. So | tried to turn the consultamiend. And | don'’t recall all the conclusions to
what his problem was except that he’s just ovemhilgel guess, and couldn’t quite keep up with
what was happening.

So | head for Ed’s office to tell him that that wae error and that's what we ought to be
correcting. He was just going to lunch, he hadhlaison and was just walking through the door.
And he could see that I, | guess my expressiat,lthvas uptight. He says, “Eben, what’s your
problem?” He says, “Come on in,” and he hung haitsup and he took his coat off and, on his
lunch hour, and I laid it out for him. And | sdfie guy that | just talked to is just being plain
arbitrary. And so he goes on and, what did he &, ‘we didn’t want to upset the bill’.

And we had a hearing in an hour and a hearing@bdiock and | was supposed to go down to
the hearing and support the bill. And he saysld him that, he says, “I don’t want you
speaking for me with any reservations.” He wagr'the bill the first time | got it through but

he was the se-, this one after it had gone to stdat's where he was cautious. Wanted to
know what he didn’t know of his knowledge he wantedet (nintelligible word) on. So | had
told him that the guy who sponsored it was, who,\ila@s consultant, was arbitrary and when he
told me that he didn’t want me to go down, you knasth reservations speaking for him. |

said, “Ed, | guess then we got problems. Farrmascbncerned, if | got to take that bill the way it
is, it's no damn good,” and | threw it down on tlig beside his desk. | was standing up and he
was sitting down. He looked up with that big gte, said, “Eben, now who'’s being arbitrary?”
Reached over and poked the phone to his secretdgd her to get person in the senate, speaker
of the house, the Republican floor leaders in iatises, and the Democratic floor leaders in
both houses, the commissioner of education, thesspo

The second time around | didn’t sponsor the bidehese the Republicans were in charge, they
took the bill because they knew it was a goodasill gave it to one of their people. So anyway,
he asked her to ask them to come in, gave theme tiwaited, and he laid it out, laid out what |
had told him. And the guy who was being arbitrasyl said, the guy that was the consultant,
was in the group. And so one of thedphone interruption), so Ed lays it out for them, just
what | had told him, and the Republican floor leadehe senate who was also | think on
education, the education committee, he turned artmthe . . . .

STU: Who was this?

EE: Seth Lowe.



STU: Now who were these people? Seth Lowe is the . ..
EE: He’s the floor leader.
STU: Floor leader. Who was the minority leader?

EE: We didn't have enough so they even counted, wiln@e. So they got all they needed,
you know. Jean Boucher was, Jean Charles BoudbrarBiddeford §ic he represented
Lewiston] was a Democratic leader. Previous segsidhat . . . .

STU: He was there?
EE: Pardon?
STU: So he was at this meeting?

EE: No, we had, | think there was a different leatiat year. First year he was so Republican
senator, he talked about caucusing in a phone booth

STU: Democratic leader.

EE: Democratic senator, so, let me try to think nds,awhile ago. Bob Haskell,

commissioner of education Warren Hill, and theader was a guy from Aroostook, but Lowe
was on the floor a lot so he must have been aited®n assistant leader. And he had also
previously been chairman of the committee on edorcatBut all the people that called the shots
were there, and Lowe, down his way they pronoung@ame “Eeben” instead of Eben, and he
says to the consultant, how come you don't fighre the way “Eeben” does in the first place.
The guy who was arbitrary when | talked to him, 8l nintelligible phrase) on that group,

he says, “He’s right.” That either should be mebét or gross to gross,” which, what he was
saying was that he had, he didn’t say it in so maasds but he’d taken the tuition receipts away
from the towns twice, and he was supposed to tak® taway once.

STU: Before this he was disagreeing with you, sayinglide’t do this?

EE: He wouldn’'t acknowledge to an error, that thees\an error in the formula, in his formula
and the thing is .. . ..

STU: Wasn't it plain?

EE: ....the way | remember it and the way | rgad the time and | didn’t say it at the time,
but you asked me a question, I’'m going to answeTite guy was a retired commissioner of
education, very likeable fellow. But | think he sva little demented from old age, and you can’t
fault a guy for that, you know. So, he was slout ipthat way. Change the word demented to
slow. And so when they, as | say, when they thtewhim until he felt he had to defend
himself there, he gave up, he gave in. So | agdadd,to them, “Now, here, | want to see the bill
pass, | said I'd rather you didn’t go out of thi®m and involve me in the solution.” | want to



keep it out of politics. And that year, at thanéi | was assistant floor leader, Ed had nominated
me for assistant floor leader, and | carried, anftbor | carried certain debates.

STU: Of the legislature?

EE: Yup, but | kept, some of the debates | was askearry, basically Adam Walsh was the
floor leader and he carried the ones that |, beiotiies | knew about like highways and schools
and rural problems. Those are the things thahdleal.

So anyway, we get back into the house and we didivé much of a, the first time around, we
didn’t have much support in the beginning but weegated a vote ninety-nine to twenty-four,
and | have a, found a clipping where | mentioned th the members when the voted the second
time the in next term the same bill that they’dsongped by a vote of ninety-nine, twenty-four.

Then the senate cut it off for the study and | dskemember asking them to get out and support
it because it was probably the most progressivglesipiece of legislation that we passed in our
generation. You look back on it and wonder with tlonsolidation we’ve got at our schools, the
guality of the education we have. Have you sekthalnumbers on Maine competing with the
other states? I've got a, something right on tiheioside of the door, don'géts up - slight

break) . . . . the, see the thing is, with that schawistruction bill in here, we had state aid for
highway construction on the statutes. And the ®would get matched two to one if they built

a road, or if they build a state road, which waltegan incentive. So you go to town meeting
and you say, now look, you spend a dollar herey lthggve you back two over there. You've

got twenty-thousand miles of road in Maine. Theitbthey got twenty-one thousand now.

STU: Now this is during, twenty thousand during whatipetiof time?

EE: No, no, no, cumulatively we have built in Mai¢ the time we were there, cumulatively
the state, the local people . . ..

STU: Yeah, but from when to when?

EE: Cumulatively it would be at the end, ‘54. In ‘& had twenty-one thousand miles of road
starting from zero.

STU: Okay, starting from zero.

EE: Right? Now we have twenty-one thousand mile®afl forty years later, so that’ll give
you an idea.

So my theory was, and | spent all my time, | gat tundred dollars a year for salary when |

was chairman of the selectmen, spent all my tinie except a few things that I'd do, well, | did

in my second term, | took a job with an insuranampany, but spent an awful lot of time just
educating myself as to what the problems were amat ¥he programs were, you know. And so

| considered that there’s a serious problem inttatstate had never, | emphasize that, never put
up a dollar for local school construction. Towmlho do it themselves. Well, can you imagine,



somebody’s building a lot down here, we're talkatgput a twenty-five million dollar school, to
replace the one we’ve got, and aren’t going tcaggtstate aid unless somebody, we write it into
the law. And, but if they were to get state aiat tvould be an incentive, you know. You could
go to the voters and, so the result was that we dit of one room schools and a lot of sweat
equity in them by the local people building them.

And the end result was that with those, like, figtance, the high schools that | talked about
before, the five, Ed called them the three teabigr schools. Had to have a course for the
commercial kids, had to have a course for the gelldds, going on to college, and the general
course. And the end result was that very few kidsargoing to college.

| had a son, when | lived down there in the lasirytbat | was there he was a junior in high
school, came down here to get him into the higloskhn a good high school, get him into
college the next year. He turned out to be thg bay in that school that went to college, went
on to college. And there was about two thousamgleewithin the communities whose children
were in that school. It's a pretty damn bleak rdcdBut it was that way across rural Maine. So
now, just for size, try this. I’'m saying that | svdown to Memorial High School, Morse
Memorial High School in Brooks, and | had, thistigarticularly well organized because | was
doing something else at the time | got this ofReals) “The length of time it took for me to
school in an unheated vehicle, virtually all cofegjudents who can commute in Maine, can get
a college education by commuting in a safe heaghitle. As the author of the state aid for
school construction statute, chairman of the spamg@ommittee for district three, former
chairman of the sports directors, it's heart wagrim see the results being heralded both here
and nationally.” Now, this i$he Republican Journal in Belfast.

“Come a long way since the 1870 census when whaivisthe area of district three had a
hundred and nine school houses, school house dosativhere we now have six. Every school
then was a school district with a school committiesertainly speaks well for the parents and
tax payers’ foresight who had to vote in town magto close each of those hundred and three
schools over the last century. School districtesg Maine are not only providing a better
education but doing so less expensively than oities equal size and equal number of
students. Credit voter involvement in budget nmegsti”

And this is the part that, where the voter wouldwrbecause they have, they’re not going.
“Notice in your report of the June elections thvaite as many voters participated in the school
budget vote than voted in the state primary elactibhank you Republican Journal for your
tabulation of the votes by each town.” See, theiynivolved. “When we read reports of the
efficacy of school districts nationally and finddwaldo County districts in the top ten among
thirteen thousand districts, then we see Maine whas achieved nearly a statewide
consolidation with students rating first in NEA fttugrade reading tests, tied for first in seventh
grade science, and first in eighth grade math,aaéze that our students are excelling in a world
class educational system, which also includes a ¢gechnical school, good county technical
school. Consolidation has allowed class groupiogeaximize the aptitudes and training of the
teachers. Good teachers are more easily attrectedch in these situations. Transportation
was a major concern for those proposing schoolatmlaion. Prior to that, students living in
towns without a high school had to find their owayo and from the school.” Can you



imagine in a winter day, girls waiting on cornersahatever? “This contributed to absenteeism,
as well as dropouts; teenage pregnancy was mongargrthan now.” By the way, | saw a
couple days ago in the paper that Maine is now fiibm the other side of the graph on teenage
pregnancies. “Students are now transported inysafel comfort by busses to school in the
morning and home at night, students enjoy one@®htbst wholesome living environments on
this earth.”

| keep in touch with my own classmates and frigndse county; | laugh when they laugh and
grieve when they grieve, and | rejoice when | rettelt we were on the right side of history in
education. The president of the United Stategdmsmmended to Congress a nationwide plan
to fund debt service on school buildings, a mirmeage of our program here in Maine. One of
the proponents of consolidation who has since peasgy used to say, “Eben, it's a might
precious cargo you have on those busses.” Inded liwish I could tell him the school buses
drove thirty-three million miles in Maine last yeaithout a fatal accident because the bus
drivers were being conscientious and well traimedriving the buses that are well maintained
over the roads to which the town and state offscgaly special concern, courtesy of the school
superintendents who are up before daylight checload conditions on storm days and winter.
The bottom line is that parents, school officialsl &eachers are usually involved in providing a
world class education within the Democratic processd Waldo County offers a wholesome
living environment and schools that are reasonfibly from drugs and guns. But that's, | read
all those different reports and I'd attach them wgayhere, you know, | thought somebody ought
to tabulate them, to come from where we come faeithout our kids going on to college . . . .

STU: This bill was passed in what year?

EE: lintroduced itin ‘54. It got hung up betweédre thouse and the senate. The senate was on
the defensive so they said we’ll place the bikytleall it a substitution, we’ll give you twenty-

five thousand dollars to send it out to consultaf@@&ay, that's in ‘55. We’'d been elected in ‘54.
Budget session didn’t convene until the first weéls5. So the speaker of the house, the last
night of the session, and | had, well, | had ttiedultivate rural Republican support, and | had it
in the house, but they said that vote, four toaste. But the senate, because there were, | had
damn few votes in there, but | had one very gomhét who was former superintendent of
schools in my home town.

So the legislation that | speak of here is the sthonstruction phase of the law, which both
sides had to be put together but the fact is tithey couldn’t get the help on constructing
schools, there was no incentive to consolidatew!sen they came back, because | told you,
they gave the bill that had been my bill, with teeommended addition to it, to the chairman of
appropriations committee who was Republican. Saeagtion was, “They’re going to pass it,
right?” They put their own label on it, so theyldbut the people in the house knew who had
started the thing rolling. And so on that basguéss, that plus the fact that when they wanted
somebody to sponsor the sales tax that was thexe figured, he’s selfless at least, you know,
you’re going to win votes sponsoring the sales ta&.that would have been prior to our, my
meeting with Muskie about the formula, just abeud years. You know, early on in the session.
So, you got that copy, did | give it to you? $8atts not accurate, that one abbreviation there,
that should be, it says MEA, it should be NEA besgathhe MEA is the Maine Assessment,



Maine Educational Assessment, NEA is national.. So.

STU: You said that Maine was at the other end of thetspe in terms of teen pregnancy.
What end of the spectrum do you mean?

EE: Well, when my son was in college, my daughtelain-who just called my grandson. They
did papers and they’d come home and they’d kin@l&fbehind their hands about the
illegitimacy along the Maine coast, and rural Maind it was something that, you know, they
felt badly about. Their professors did. And tlokgn’t put it in the newspaper, but it was there.
And on the national scale, | didn’t see the reptirés but this is what they were being taught in
school, that we were way down in, well, I'll jusivg you for an example. You got a daughter,
sixteen years old, say, which | know a girl in tbategory who is the daughter of the fellow that
told me | had valuable cargo on those buses. déen her setting on a street corner waiting for
somebody she knew to give her a ride home. Whdlel's a difference between being picked up
at home under supervision at school, and then hgered back home at the door at night.
That's where the thirty-three million miles come a@nlot of travel. So it had benefits other than
just the convenience. So | don’t know where | dduid that earlier statistic, but we’'re fifth
nationally in a particular group, and | think tr@namissioner of education had it in, just as |
wrote that article. | know the secretary to thenoassioner.

STU: Now what were the other issues, main issues, inhEgugh ‘56. You talked about
education, you talked about highways, what wereother main issues that you dealt with?

EE: Well, | was on the highway committee and | had thterest in education. The
educationers asked me to sponsor a bill giving therarchitect and | told you about what
happened to that. Anything that had to do withcadgure, | was on the agriculture committee.
| handled, | brought a bill in that would provideealer of weights and measures, a truck that
would go around the state and check all the platfecales and gasoline pumps and whatever,
which is still in force. | didn’t draft that bill.

STU: What were Muskie’s pet issues?

EE: Well, he was a little thin on highways. He wahte, and Perry Furbush was the guy who
steered him on that. He wanted to have the sidte tllowed to anticipate the state aid road
money, the two-to-one matching. And they couldagead and, at that time they could go two
years ahead and they’d go to the bank and borrewnitney and they’d be repaid on a note, the
note would be repaid by that return from the statéwo thirds of the expense.

This got, you know, if you've ever looked at a mamintelligible phrase), it was a different
generation, but they had a system of little shmtes of road. When they’d come through a
given town, they’d buy, they’d build their sharedago here and the next town, when they come
through, they’d build a little portion of their sieadepending on how much money they had.
And so they had a map that they called the Anglewoetwork, with so many Angleworms on a
map. So this, instead of building like an eightla anile road or a tenth, you could build maybe
a quarter of a mile. It was still not a lot bus nvhat built the twen-, they all added up to the
twenty-one thousand miles of roadway. So thiE€&shad gone with the, his plan as against the



Republican plan was to have a bond issue, tenomitlollar bond issue . . . .
STU: What's a bond issue?

EE: What is a bond issue? Well, this ties into ttleo®l funding, too. See, the constitution
allows the people in the legislature to have a \waylcapital account of two million dollars
that’s revolving, got to have that to do business dhen they are authorized to spend for each
category; that's highways, schools, whatever, wheate appropriated by the legislature unless
somebody challenges it with a referendum. But hdytbat, you can’t go in debt without
amending the constitution of the state. The ctrigin doesn’t allow you any leeway.

So you come down to a case of this instance, ah&elting it head on, he asked me to introduce
a ten million dollar bond issue, which | did. Atiee Republicans are thinking now, we got him,
here we are asking for new taxes and a bond isSaghey come on with something that would
be as palatable as they could make it, had a littlefnuisance taxes that added up to as much
or more than what Ed had asked for. Then theyrgd\g they were being political about it, and
called him a tax and spend artist, and liberaltheit stuff. And so, I'm not sure the first, ifath
passed the first time or not.

| went on TV in ‘55 or ‘57, | don’t remember, wh#me bond issue was out there, | sponsored it
the first year. Then | sponsored it again the esr so it must have not have passed the first
time around. So anyway, | can remember come ton&d to run for reelection. And he run
against the speaker of the house who had befriemaeoi that school bill, more than | knew at
the time. See, the house had passed the bilstrpag vote, when it gets in the senate and they
try to fluff it, you know they sent it to the studyot realizing the study’s going to come back
favorable. Unintelligible phrase). So when it got down to the last night of thessen and they
were cutting the pie in the senate, the speakerdasie to, well he didn’t ask meinfntelligible
phrase), put his arm up for me to go preside over theskowithout a calendar. You know, with
the thing kinda in limbo. And he goes in and |I@shihe senate. And I think he’s the one who
got the twenty-five thousand dollar study.

STU: So a bond issue would just be when the governmeantdineed more money they would
issue bonds?

EE: Right, when the sales tax and the gas tax artiellifferent taxes won’t pay the bills, then
you can say well we, especially capital improveragtitey don’t issue bond issues for
maintenance, day-to-day housekeeping, whatevethéschools or whatever it is. But when
you’ve got a capital improvement you want to makecl has a long life, you know, like a
highway or a school house, you can issue bondsefiixg they didn’t issue bonds on schools,
that’s a matter of history.

STU: How many bond issues do you remember, did Ed Mugiientroduced in his ten years
as governor? A lot?

EE: No, right off hand I only think of that one.



STU: Would you consider the tax and spend big governthent
EE: You want me to comment on that?
STU: Sure.

EE: Let me tell you something. Like | said, | didaitow how much the speaker had
befriended me that year. It didn’t matter becdusas a Muskie man. So the speaker came
down to my town | think it was in April, to my LoégHall where I'd been master of the Lodge.
And he took off on Ed Muskie’s program. And my evias waiting on tables. The Lodge prior
to Ed Muskie’s running, they always had a dinnertfi@ Republican Party, the Republican
candidate.

STU: What Lodge is this?

EE: Masonic Lodge. And | said to my wife, “Now th&§ the Order of the Eastern Star,” |
says, “when that comes up, just, why don’t you asit him to have a Lodge dinner for the
Republicans and the Democrats, amend the motime, Rapublicans and Democrats.” Well,
they weren’t partisan people in the Lodge, andeniithrough. And Ed was the first Democrat
to participate in it. As a matter of fact, | seske him to introduce him, and he turned to me
and he said, “Eben, do you realize that if I'm &eogovernor I'll be the first governor, first
Democrat, or Catholic ever to be elected goverfiddaine?” And I, with my tongue in my
cheek, | said, “Ed, I think all these people kndweat your religion is that you got some.” That
passed it off, but anyway.

Comes the next session, next time around and thaldiRean candidate is there. And | said to
my wife, “Now | need to know what he says, | wamsee if | can get it in the morning paper
right beside his release.” So she said, well fgtteto do this, that, do that. | said, “Look, yeu’
matron of the Star, you don’t have to stay and whshes. | want to know just what he said.”
So she comes home and she had a whole pagedligible phrase) you know. The first line
was, “Ed Muskie’s program was the biggest snowtlat has ever come down the pike.” So |
said, “Don’t go any further, that’s all | need.’o $rebutted by saying, “Speaking of snow jobs,
the snow job of the season were performed by sp&aké&on himself when he pegged Ed
Muskie as a tax and spend artist, and then prodesating the course of the session to support
and sign into law more money in terms of taxes th@xgovernor had asked for.

And | called collect td'he Bangor Daily News, I'd had (nintelligible phrase), I'm running on a
shoe string, you know, because | didn’t have arpeage money or anything else. So | called
and | got in with a collect call . . . .

STU: This was ‘567?

EE: Yeah, this was ‘56, and so, and | guess that maldifference to you, right? You're not
doing ‘567

STU: No, we have time, you knowrfintelligible phrase).



EE: So they put the story up on the upper left haorder of the front page, had his article and
my rebuttal right in his article, which . . . . Hdnning for reelection here, he never mentioned i
to me until he’s down to Washington, coming honmerfiWashington one day, and this is
something that | noticed and never thought abasinite, | just thought, “Well, maybe he didn’t
see it.” But when he come back he said, “You kiitsimportant that somebody’s alert, saying
something when it's needed,” and he referred toghaation there witffhe Bangor Daily

News.

But, see, our position ifthe Bangor Daily News had shifted some in two years. Doc Arnold, |
bet | mentioned his name before, was editorialer@nd | cut editorials. In fact, I'll give you a
copy of something that I've got here. But he,latben | became treasurer of the state, you
know, he was very much in my corner. As a mattéact, they were looking for somebody to
support from that area, you've heard about the ‘®hanes”, right? Rural northern Maine and
southern Maine, the “two Maines” they call it. \Wad that issue come up. Again it was
highways that was at stake, the whole highway budigeas a minority member of the highway
committee, but they asked me to bring the bill@utommittee, which is unusual. And when
this issue come up, the debate on defending thgdbtadter they’d introduced their resolution to
cut off all construction for two years south of Auistg, | guess they would have had the votes
because they took, in the house, | don’t know abimeisenate.

But | had, by that time Stevens and | had put luigs so we could work along together. And |
could tell you a couple things if | wanted to rel&d what kind of a situation it was in ‘54 that, i
highway, that made it such that Ed could win. @t people with good faith and all in the
county who were sponsoring the bill didn’t know whaads were going to be built for the
money that they had planned, engineered and finandad so | had Stevens check to see what
the biggest project there was that would be killader the bill when they cut off appropriations
south of Augusta. So Tookey Bridge in Portlandoh’t know if you know where that is, it's a
clover leaf, right. So | put to the Democrat thais representing that district and asked him if
he’d get a, if he would ask a question throughcttesr . . . .

End of Sde Two
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