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Biographical Note

Eben Elwell was born on January 20, 1921 in Brobkane. His father was a farmer, and his
mother a homemaker. Both parents came from abiraocratic families, and participated in
Democratic politics themselves. At the age of eigbnths, Eben contracted Polio in the same
epidemic that struck President Roosevelt. He dédrMorse High School of Brooks, and
enrolled at the University of Maine. World Waiinterrupted his college career, and he went to
Portland, Maine, to build ships. He returned todks in 1946 and became active in town
politics. He was on the board of selectmen, sgramthe overseer, and also served one year as
town manager. He made a living by collecting liensarea properties. He eventually was
nominated for the school committee, where he sefwesix years. He became active on the
Maine Democratic Committee, and eventually wona sethe Maine Legislature. He brought
forth education legislation that reimbursed schaegartments for interest on school building
loans. He was also active in roads and agricylaumd served as minority leader. Eben sold
insurance for a time, and was appointed State TireasIn 1966, he made an unsuccessful bid
for the Democratic First District Congressional rioation. At the time of interview, he lived in
Augusta.



Scope and Content Note

Interview covers the following topics: family hisyg polio; Waldo county railroads; Brooks
history; Morse High School of Brooks; working ab@atyard during World War II; Returning to
Brooks; collecting liens; chair of selectmen in 8s; Smith and Hoover election; Brooks town
manager; illegitimacy in Maine; Maine School Boandssing; Ed Greeley; Maine School Bill
of 1955; becoming Democratic; fraud in Augusta (\&ih Runnels); being a Democrat in
Brooks; reevaluation in education; Republican disé®m Cross; Ed Greeley in the 1954
campaign.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: . ... June, 1998, we are at Eben Elwell's haom&ugusta, 143 Cony Street. Don

Nicoll, Tuck O’Brien and Rob Chavira, interviewifgr the oral history project. Eben, we’ll
start out by asking you to give us your full name ¢he date and place of your birth.

Eben Elwell: My full name is Eben Littlefield Elwell, born iBrooks, January 20th, 1921.
DN: And you grew up in Brooks?

EE: First forty years of my life | spent in Brooksrn into a family of twelve children, the
seventh son.

DN: Seventh, were you the youngest son?

EE: Youngest son, seventh. | had three youngesrsist

DN: And what was your father’s work?

EE: He was a farmer. He'd had some training ati@asiormal School as a teacher, but he
worked here in Augusta. At the time that he wasrima he came down here and worked in

Augusta and worked for the gas company, gas ahtsligAnd then about the time of, just before
| was born, he went back to Brooks and boughtm fafhe farm was near where he was born.



It was a farm that the family, had been in the farsince the first settlers, and his father’'s name
was Horatio, and his father's name was Ebeneezer.

DN: Soin a way you were named for your great graiheir.

EE: Well, indirectly, but | had a cousin who was rehiEben for him, name was Eben
Littlefield, and he was an active Democrat, wasntpattorney for Waldo county. He became,
to my best knowledge, the first commissioner oblalor Maine, had an office in Portland, and |
don’t know if they gave it that exact title theAnd my sister used to work for him after high
school. | don’t know what business college shetw@n| don’t remember. But she used to
every night when they had closed the office, slo& the newspaper with her -- they would have
it in the office -- which was the New York World [Egram. And she’d put it in an envelope, put
a stamp on it, addressed it back home. So wéhgdilew York World Telegram a day late. In
fact we used to get the Wall Street Journal.

DN: Now where, when was this that your sister worlcedEben Littlefield?

EE: It would be around ‘28, 1928. And | can firetmember it during the, for the election of
1928, and of course having it been a New York papergot some rundown on Franklin
Roosevelt as governor, carried those news. Anddne of the things that you're going to be
interested in, I'm sure, in my early childhood, wHevas eight months old | caught polio in the
same epidemic that Franklin Roosevelt caught itpatgsed through Maine . . . .

DN: That was about 1921, right?

EE: Yup, August, he passed through Maine in thadexpic and came down with it at
Campobello. And just coincidentally, I ran intéitde while ago a person name Delano who
caught polio that same time.

DN: At that same time?
EE: Yes.
DN: You were living in Brooks at the time?

EE: | was living in Brooks and the local doctor gdle first decision on it, but | went from
there to the Eastern Maine General Hospital wheeg tut my Achilles tendon, which was a
mistake, and then | went to the children’s hospitd?ortland twice, once for a bone graft,
another one, | broke that leg, and by this timeswine years old. So | have a brace on my leg
now, which has got to be changed. Going to hadent tomorrow far as | know.

DN: You'd be interested in knowing that that childeehospital is now part of the University
of Southern Maine. It's their outreach center aere their continuing education programs are
housed.



EE: Right. Now, they had a Dr. Abbott and a Dod#tahoney, and Abbott was the older man
and had been in the profession, he had workeckifield longer. Dr. Mahoney was a younger
man, very dedicated. He had appendicitis, he wiaiatenake another round around to see his
patients, his appendix ruptured and he died. Buat real good service there. | went down,
incidentally the first time | went down, | went dowvith Eben Littlefield, he’d commuted from
(unintelligible phrase), he came home to see his brother there in Brogksl another time |
went down with a man who had worked for us on #renfwho was in Boston. And another
time | went down, my sister being down there, drey/tjust put a tag on my coat and just told
them, the conductor, if we went from Belfast to Bwam to make sure | got the right train to
Portland, my sister was there to meet me at the. tra

DN: Now when you went to Portland, you went to B&lifand then took the train to Burnham
and changed there?

EE: No, the train came through Brooks, the railroache through Brooks. Let me tell you,
now that you’ve brought the subject of the railrogd the railroad was built during the Civil
War, at the time of the Civil War, and there wampetition and it had to cross Maine Central.
The name of the railroad was Belfast and Moosehald, they were going up to Moosehead
and had to cross at Burnham, the junction, and &@ientral, by the time they got to Burnham
decided they didn’'t want them to cross. So theyndiallow it so they bought out the railroad
and they had a junction there at Burnham. So vitheame up by the farm where | was born, the
predecessor there on the farm, man who lived thietteat particular time, didn’t want the
railroad to come through. He foughtit. They cahmeugh his pasture and they came up
through what they call Long Bog, there’s not muoltdm in the bog. And after he finally gave
up and, you know, can’t win ‘em, join ‘em, he tomkontractor, put the base in for the railroad,
he put it in in the winter on the ice, when theyneoback the next spring all there was a dark
streak in the bog where they’d put the gravel bzt settled.

The town made a commitment to the railroad, thentaxgnt in debt to help finance the railroad
and | have a letter from one of my great uncles whe in the Civil War and he told about the
horrible town of Brooks for their debt that theyddcumulated and | happened to be in office
when we made the last payment on that debt. elllyiou about, how we come by the surplus
which was set aside like a sinking fund, but | démow if you want that at this point.

DN: We’'ll come to that later, okay? So you wer& sis a child, as an infant, really.

EE: Well, | really wasn’t physically sick other thamy leg, and | got around fairly decent.
Rita’s got a picture of me when | was two years sitling on a cart with one leg in each hand
so it wouldn’t fall off and go under the wheel, togother was hauling the cart. But | learned to
walk the same time that Franklin Roosevelt leamoedalk. | feel quite fortunate, now he’s
been gone fifty three years. So, no, | was heatigugh far as my body was concerned, but |
didn’t bounce around quite as much.

But my father had the blacksmith build me a brategl brace, and it was heavy to put on a
boy’s foot, my legs weren’t that strong. So | usedet on the bus and go to school, but when it



come time to play scrub baseball I'd take it offlgatay scrub without the brace. And I had
some limitations but | could throw good and | cobitigood, so they took, you know, in scrub
they choose up and I'd get picked about the thendgn down. So | never, | didn’'t go out for
baseball or any sport when | was in high schodiywhen | was a senior one of the boys who
was on the club, and we had a building team that, \@sked the coach to try me out for catcher
because they weren’t too strong in that positiSo.| went out to try out and they put me in the
game and | stayed there for the rest of the seaBahit was quite a challenge, | looked down at
first base at a long, long way, you know.

But in the winter time | cut wood for pin money Isstayed muscled up like Carlton Fisk over in
New Hampshire. And | could swing an axe, and anvagighs about twice as much as a
baseball bat, and | would try to see how hard Idit with that axe and | learned how to get
the axe back and get a snap on it and get that eldut into it. So the first time at bat | was
scared and the adrenaline was flowing, the guwtlaréigh fast ball, about right there, and |
stiff armed it, it went out. | got out, | droveiit the park, inside the foul lines, got onto first
base, and the first baseman whose picture I'véngr somewhere, that | hadn’t met then, you
know, one of the boys over at Albion. Anyway, la&ls“That’s going out, you don’t need to
hurry.” So | was stopping at first base to seenatiee ball went and | saw the fielder run
around back side of the fence.

So after that | figured I'm going to swing for tfence every time and | watched for them to
make a pitch to put it in there and | drew halfksgal And the guy who asked me to come out
told me later that they had the on-base percentfagéise club and | had the highest on-base
percentage, and | thought | couldn’t get to firasé, you know, it's a long haul. But it's a good,
you know, builds your courage up for any playes; athletics, but someone who'’s got a
disability that can make the grade, so it helped me

And I'm going down to a class reunion on Saturday btold Rita, got a fellow that I caught
when he pitched, and the last time | saw him, whiels, it's been fifty-nine years since we
graduated, and the last time | saw him which wabably twenty years ago, he come walking
up to the car and | said to Rita like | did herdecé&n tell you what he’s going to say, he’s gonna
want to know if | remember a certain ball game.ndfe said, father speaks of it often, his
father came to watch him play, and he, he had goaottol as a pitcher but we didn’t have that
strong a club, we got to about the sixth inning bed done pretty well, we put a man on base
and | think this is it, so | walked out to the mdusmd | said, “Norm, make like I've given you
the ball or something,” take it back with me, solveel a home plate umpire, local umpire at the
home plate, so there’s a runner led off this baskihg towards second, the first baseman
looked at me and the umpire said, batter up, ayad the first baseman right there so that guy
hadn’t even looked, didn’t even see the ball waftiér it hit the mitt. So his father thought that
was good, it could get the pressure off the pitcheun know. But he remembers that play and
then | had a few more lucky breaks that | got.tt#&y would say that | was tricky, and | got it in
my reputation after | got out of high school, beirigky. (Laughter).

STU: Where’d you go to high school?



EE: Well, that's an interesting thing. | went to Me High School. You know where Morse
High School is? Well, there’s a Morse High SchodBath, but there’s a Morse High School in
Brooks. They were given both, contributed by itthg same man, Charles Morse. Charles
Morse was an ice tycoon. He sold Kennebec Rivedawvn in New York City and one day he

got a corner on it and he bought off the other cammgs and then he raised the price, doubled the
price, became a millionaire overnight. But he mad@nany enemies that he tried to buy back
some good will with his gifts. So we didn’t neetligh school particularly in Brooks, but we

got one as a gift.

And when | went to the legislature, Rodney Rossdawn to Bath, he was one of the leaders.
And so we were chatting one day and he asked meswheent, oh, he saw in the, what we
called the obituary book, descriptions of every rhemthat | had graduated from Morse High
School. He says, “I don’t remember seeing youghkegraduated that same year.” So there
were two and it was very well confusing. But Irlead the day after hearing the conversation
about building the school, something about thetigslof building a school, come in handy later.

But they had a gift of the school and the chairmofthe town official got the mail in and he had
what you'd call what a rotary file where he’d thrélme new mail on top and took the old mail

out of the bottom. And they had so long a timadoept the gift and he got down about that
time and somebody was there when he pulled ther letit, they went downtown and passed the
word and people began to think that would be pneittg to have a new brick school house and
what it would do for the town. And then they begamcompete on whose store it was going to
be the nearest to. Hell with the kids. And thay lan architect make a rendering for a certain
street facing south, and they changed their miftésveards and took the same plan up and faced
it the other way against the sun. And then they site that they first were going to put it on was
a, had a good base, ledge. The site they did put the frogs used to sing there in the spring.
So then they had the chairman of the building camesiwho got voted down on what he wanted
and one of the . . . matter of fact one of my casisivas on the job on the construction, he said
that they, somebody told him that they didn’t hawgthing under one corner of the building, it
was on the sod and it would settle. He says, fftdgive a damn if she falls right over in to
those pines.” This is the way the feeling ran.

Now, they had a building given and they had severah meetings and fought about it, to,
where to locate the school vis a vis the storesd that come in, our knowledge of what was,
how they went at it came in handy when Liberty, valten had a building given to them and
wanted to build a gymnasium beside it, and theytlyggymnasium half built and they got to
squabbling and it's foundation is still there. Ath@t was another town that give us trouble.

DN: Now when did this all occur?

EE: Nineteen thirty-three. | was in the fifth gradénd incidentally, the first year when they
built the building, it had a wardrobe to put thethkes in, we had to put buckets in the wardrobe
to catch the water coming down. And Jean Bouabak the contract to build the school down
to Lewiston.



DN: Jean Charles?
EE: Yeah.
DN: [I'll be darned.

EE: But that problem with the leakage was, they wate in the fall and | think the mortar
chilled because |, so .. . ..

DN: After you graduated from high school, did youayoto college or did you go to work?

EE: | went to the, started at the University of Maend Rita had just had a 40th anniversary,
40th or 50th . . ..

DN: Must be your 50th.

EE: And they had the different members there andgietdres of the buildings on what they
call Hungry Holler which is the, | don’t know if wdve been there, if you've seen it, not the
university cabins but the Littlefield cabins, so weated there, | forget what we paid for rent. |
did the cooking, my brothers were there and angtbeng fella from Gorham, then we’d go
home on weekends and my mother would bake an gpplnd we’d pick up something to eat at
the store and had a fella come up from down toaiBltth, dug clams, and he’d bring us up a pint
of quahogs, so we had a certain routine that wapale our own fire wood with us, so it kept

the expense down.

But it came right so that the war was forming ud aome pretty good jobs opened down to
Portland so | went down and went to the planningad@nent in South Portland Ship, and went
on and | became the supervisor of the planningrd®eat. Had a union. | was on the executive
board of the union, had twenty-five thousand membdrwas a union job, so | had a little bit of
experience there.

DN: Now this was the shipyard where they built thieekty ships during the war.

EE: Right, they had twelve ways, east and west yard,toward Bath Iron merged with the
South Portland Ship. So, my job was to see thagghwent on schedule and . . . . they’re gonna
lay a keel tomorrow morning, we had to know whdt¢he steel was that they were going to
have . ... and if you got a piece of bad steblclvwe would get now and then, a piece of
laminated steel that they rejected, not suitable.

One night in particular I think of is, we had aqeeof steel that was ten feet wide and thirty feet
long with specs which meant we had 40.8 poundidddot, square foot, about twelve thousand
pounds, so in the wintertime in a sleet storm, lands inside in the brick office, brick building
for an office, superintendent left and the firgfishwas on the second shift, got to have that
steel in the morning, so | stayed on it and the guperintendent of material handling had to



bring it in from across town. Imagine a piecetek$ weighing twelve ton, twelve thousand
pounds, and you had to have it in a rack, likerd @&, and they’d take a hold of it and put it
through, onto it this way, pick it up, put it orirack in a sleet storm. So next morning | got
some flack, so all | said was, well you got yowestright? That's what we wanted, so that was
the end of that. But that was the way, what thevyas, and usually things were going smoothly,
there was just a lot of paperwork.

Three hundred thousand tons of steel that we wameosed to know where it was and know
when it moved. And we had to, without a computad card piles that somebody reported on
the card where it was, and then we would haverd sechecker, an expediter out to verify what
the record showed before they’d come to deliver ¢gbation to the ways. So. ...

DN: You were there from when to when?

EE: | was there from September 1942 to 1945, carok iba45. And they were still trying to
keep a run on everybody far as the labor was cardemith the war effort. But | figured when
they got back, down to Brooks | was my own bosad Awas eligible for unemployment
insurance but | fought it philosophically, othervihey were going to tell me what | had to do,
they wanted me to go picking apples on a ladderd go the guy, quite officious, matter of fact
he ran against me for the legislature later, he toé that, where on the farm | was going to go
and what | was going to do and | decided | wasaihg to, and never did any more about it.

But that was the year before | went into town affaind they were changing, they had some
problems in the town government. They had a |ddaufk taxes, real estate taxes and the town
was in debt. It didn’t have enough money the fiveek | went into town government to pay the
school teachers. | went to the bank and they &lidn, we can’t loan the town money without
co-signers, and we usually get so and so. Oneaviastory manager and the other one was the
First National Store owner, and that was a canfaotpry. Then they said, we’ll expect you to
sign if you just built a new house. So | signetbte for thirty times what they were paying for
salary, thinking that I'm going to collect thosada.

They went back to the first year that they werdipgtliens on, they went from the old tax deed
system into the lien, on a system of liens. Slelcked with my predecessors and asked them
what the story was on the liens. They said, WAl Bussey,” who was the senior attorney in
the county, “says, ‘They’re not worth the papewytrewritten on.”” And | said, “Did he tell you
why?” They said, “No.” Well, | said, “I looked &mn over and obviously they were put on good
faith and I'm going to have to assume that thegltgyood until somebody breaks one.”

So | took the biggest lien, and | had a stack abwsthigh, put the biggest one on top, it
happened to be a man who owned the property whHaretéd, I'd see him early in the morning.
| went to his house and | said, “Louis, I've gdiea here that says we own your property. We
don’t want your property, you got a problem.” Hgys, “Eben we haven’t got any problem,” he
says, “l just can't get out to the bank to @antral Maine Power Company coupons.” Of
course, Central Maine coupons were pretty good. theays, “You're telling me then you want
a ride. When do you want to go?” He didn’t hawearn So he said, “Eight o’clock Monday



morning.” We went down and he took his couponslamdsked me to wait while he went down
this way, down the street to pay some bills, angrdthe other way, then went back and: “Gosh,
that was easy.” And | began to look them over staded working my way down through and |
got about two thirds the way down through, | sdith gonna get every one of those, one way
or another I'm going to collect every one of thtisees.” And | had a theory that when you do a
job, it takes about as much energy to do it onmapt@nce basis as it does on an all out basis to
accomplish as much as you can. And | wanted timigopolitics and | wanted a reputation so |
got every one of those taxes and people that sjgmanb-signed for the town, one of them was
the Republican town chairman, the other one agllvgas a factory manager, so when it come
time for me to run for office, the Republican toamirman was one of my supporters.

DN: Now, you told me you ran, that you went into togovernment, you didn’t tell me what
the office was.

EE: 1 was chairman of the town officials.
DN: You were the chairman of the selectmen? Boasglectmen? Okay.

EE: Which included the assessors and overseerggfdbr. So | had to be involved in the
assessing and | wanted to be the leader in the, tvief executive officer they call it now. And

| was a young squirt, and | found that some ofgings that used to come to town meeting and
polish the selectmen . . . the apple with the $elen, making motions when they need them and
all that, they got, their taxes weren't quite sghhas somebody else with the same property.

So one day, and | had a fellow in my class who taasd for it, so one day they come up and the
guy’s property was valued something like four hwabdollars,[brief interruption] and | said
we’ve got to do better than that. And the guy ca@me | talked with him and | said your
property’s worth more than that. He said no. idlsaVell look, | got my checkbook with me,

I'll give you a thousand dollars for it.” He saldl,don’t want to sell it.” | says, “You aren’t
saying it isn’t worth a thousand dollars, so wedéased it.” So when the tax collector went to
collect the tax, he said, “I'm not going to let agiyddamn bunch of boys run me out of town,”
but he paid it. And, there was very few that wargfed but be corrected and made a map, tax
maps, to show where the different property was,duade that hadn’t been taxed at all because
they didn’t know where the property . . . . thegek the wrong piece of property on a wood lot,
something back in the woods.

So anyway, when we got all through, we had borrofseah the bank with the co-signatures,

paid the teachers’ salaries. And when it come timeenext year to borrow money, we got a
letter from the bank saying that we could borrowenmoney than we had the year before, when
we had co-signed and paid six percent. They affewdoan us more money without co-
signatures at one and a half percent. And I'llaxderget, we had an old time Democrat, Clyde
Holmes, Sr., not Clyde Junior, you knew Clyde Juyr@yde, Sr., and he chewed tobacco. And
when | went into the bank he had a grin acros$duis and the tobacco juice on his teeth, but he,
you could see that he was happy to see somebaalyg, Bemocrat doing a job, you know.



DN: You indicated your father was a Democrat. Hadbéen active in town affairs?

EE: No, no, he had a big family, see, | told yowgas one of twelve children, and he was a
hard worker. But he, because of his friendshif\iben Littlefield, who was in politics, county
attorney and a member of the state, under Brankepiein touch with him and they always
talked politics when he come down. And so, butlige following the New York World

Telegram and then when we got the old Atwater-Kadio we could get Roosevelt with the
earphones on the radio, he stayed pretty closebiiad there. And then my mother was always
after me to follow Roosevelt because, see whaideYdou know, you can’'t go out and do, try

to cut wood, different things that the other bogs b you gotta get into something that, where
you use your head. And so | used to listen to Reelss speeches and | just got carried away
with the guy because he could say what he wantsdytpyou know.

| was telling somebody the other day the differelmesveen him and Bill Clinton, and | got
nothing against Bill Clinton. But when Clinton wen, you know, the word was passed that you
could roll him, and some people tried to, and auifyetry to. So when they went after
Roosevelt, he, Eleanor was on the road all the timeeling, the boys were married and
divorced and married and divorced and so, evelittiésdog was running around getting over
the fence and mixing the breed on some of the @&hetties in the neighborhood. So the word
got out and they’d run it all through the pres®. h® gets on to rebut it and he says, “I've heard
the stories, the rumors,” he says, “l want yourtow | don't like it, Eleanor doesn’t like it, my
sons don't like it, and Faltaloesn't like it either.” Well, this ridiculed the you know, so this

is the way he could stop people taking everybodyrdoWhen he got, in his inaugural, his first
inaugural, he laid the picture out and you rememdileout Anothing to fear”. But he said in that
statement that there’s nothing to fear but fealfitsHe said that the money changers have been
driven from the high seats in the temples of ouilization and those temples may now be
restored to the ancient truths. And the measutkatfrestoration lies in the extent to which we
apply social values more noble than mere monetarfitp So then when he comes up with this
program and the Republicans, whom he said weretrey changers and made the mess, he
says they come back now and tell us, let us dedtcan do it better. And, trust us. He said,
they say, cross my heart and hope to die, thiseisay he would enunciate, you know, and, but
it would, he’d lay it on so hard that everybody hadhuckle.

And what | wanted to say though, the general efééethat he did, the way he operated, was the
politics of joy. He had humor, a bright outloole Wwas a guy off his feet. And Winston

Churchill said, “You walk into the room where hesaand see that smile,” he said, “It was like
the first two drinks of a good bottle of champagiBait he had that, the bounce in his talk and
people would be talking about it, farmers wouldo tw three days afterwards.

DN: You spoke earlier about reading the New York M/@ielegram that your sister sent and
you talk about the speeches that President Rodggned. Those were speeches and those were
newspaper articles that you were reading at ayfgoling age.

! Falla was the name of the Roosevelt family dog.



EE: When | was seven years old, | can distinctlyeetber, | was down in the field with my
father, and they were talking about the electioAldbmith and Herbert Hoover. And my father
was lobbying him for a vote. And | remember myghdior saying, I'm just about discouraged,
Joe. My father said, “Well, you should be readyate for Al Smith.” He says, “l can’t do it
Joe, you know, he’s Catholic.” And that made atdemy brain. How could we miss getting a
better man than, we elected, Hoover, because avgsyCatholic. And | thought of it, even to up
when Ed come to run. But to show you how Republite area was, they, when we went to
school, we had, some families, you know, they tapglitics and they taught Republican, and
we had this kid about fifth grade, and the othdras singing, “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah,” and
he was singing, “Glory, Glory, Herbert Hoover.” tBthere was this, as partisan as it was, when
it come time for me to run for the legislaturejdrdt run for the legislature the first time aroynd
as that job.

DN: Now you, let's back up and get the sequenceu ¢&me back to Brooks after the war, and
when did you first run for selectman?

EE: The first year. | came back in April and thae hext March, | . . ..
DN: March of ‘46.

EE: Forty-six, yup.

DN: And how long were you the first selectman?

EE: Three years, and then | went in a year as toamager. | recommended to the town that
they change over to the town manager system, neadifiwn manager system, with the intention
that I'd get out of there. And then there begahd@a@ompetition of who’s going to be town
manager. And they elected a board of people wire winds with me, and they hung on for
me to stay, so | got one year at that.

DN: That was ‘49.

EE: That would be ‘49, yeah. Then in ‘49, well,dbgh up, let’'s see, we had the surplus, but
when | collected taxes then, we went from a defahaving extra cash, so the school
department, we had, we were in a school union wiesfive or six towns, and they started
having overdrafts. And | said to them, “Look, the says that you have authority to spend
what money we give you and no more, and you havaaore right to spend a dollar over that
appropriation than somebody down street has, wanslk into the office and do it themself.”
So | held up with that line, and we had argumehtevan meeting about what was, how it should
be run.

And the school superintendent, who was a youngfnaam Aroostook, and usually we got
inexperienced superintendents, named Gallaghex ymiong fellow, but the school board had to
help him out on making the budget and so forthw8aome down to this controversial meeting



and we were going to try to hold them in line, le¢sgup with a blackboard in front of the, and he
knew that | was one of the guys making noises,krmw, blackboard in front of the town
meeting, put his budget on it and as much as shid,up or put up. And | went up and
borrowed his chalk, and he had six sections irbtidget. Found an error in every one of them.
Made him acknowledge it. The first one was thabh&ae a bus driver and a janitor. The guy did
both jobs. But they carried him in the books astga, whereas if he’d been carried as bus
driver, the state paid half the bill. So | said/tfy don’t you break that down the way it should
be broken down or else put him all over as busedrivl said, “There’s so many thousand
dollars involved as far as the subsidy is concernfaad each item, they'd overlooked, you

know, they hadn’t done their homework.”

What happened was, how | knew the school budgetiill a house beside the current
superintendent, and he was superintendent in gim@ot¢s. And he come home one day and set
down on my lawn, leaned up against the light poéehad all the payrolls from the town for the
year, and he kept a running total on everything,then, so he sat down, he showed me how the
school subsidy formula worked. This come in veapdly later. Ed, if he was here, he could tell
you how. And so, | had that in my head and | fekd it along and | knew the finances of the
town, and school teachers didn't get much pay,gmw. As | recall, | think the guy got

fourteen dollars a week, junior high school priatjr teacher, but it was money, it took up
more than half the budget, the school budget.

But knowing that they, and | debated the issueiitibh students, because our town had the
building and the other towns around had to conte o to school to it, but they, and their home
town didn’t provide transportation for the kidsoy® and girls at high school age had to hitch a
ride with somebody going to work in Belfast or wénadr, or some other person that had a car.
Well, the result was that girls was getting intoschey’d rather not get into. We had the highest
illegitimacy rate on the coast of Maine any plat¢hie nation, back at that time.

DN: That's in, you're saying the coast of Maine gailg, or . .. .?

EE: General, coast of Maine. And back when Garywf| was going to college and would
bring kids home and lament about it, you know. lRigow you look at the numbers and we're
on the other end of the spectrum here in Mained Rargue that it's because of the busses;
they’re picked up at the door in the morning, theydelivered back at night, they’re picked up
for their extra curricular activities and they’negpervised from the time they leave the house
until the time they get home. And so, nobody'®tim into a situation that they wouldn’t want
to be in. And | had, personalities, people thatdw now, nice people, you know, foolish
hearts, you know, but they got into problems. Aswlthat’s one of the things | put the, give
credit to the school district for.

DN: You were town manager for one year?
EE: One year, and then that year they wanted mpuirgn the school committee after I'd

straightened out that selectman, the budget ornosciimd so my cousin was on the board, and
somebody nominated me for the board, school bosmy this is something, again, thankless



job at fifteen dollars a year, and you had the hehds of . . .. So | said, “l won’t be a candidat
against the incumbent,” and, thinking that | hagbad excuse, you know, my own cousin. He
withdrew and wouldn’t run so then I lost my excasel | went on for six or eight years.

DN: What were you doing to earn a living while yoares on the school board?

EE: Very interesting, very interesting questionl dive an example to show you where | was.

| made probably ten percent of what, well, | magksIthan ten percent of what | earned before
being on the selectmen. And one day, along withgogelectman, | was overseer of the poor.
And | don’t know if you remember the old pauper $athat they had back then where, if you had
a person from your town go into another town adidofa for help, they would give them the

help then they’d bill you for it. And we had tldase where a First World War veteran had
passed away and left the wife, fairly young wified &he’d moved to Belfast and started having
children.

And one day | went down to Belfast shopping, sometifior supper. And chief of police in his
summer ducks, | guess you call them, with this gwichis hat and all, met me on the street and
he didn’t say hello. He said, “You know that Gidamily you got down here,” he says, “you
better be getting a barn ready for them up thecalme I'm going to load them into a hayrack
and ship them back to you.” Andkhew that theyould, see. So, and it was my job to not let
something like that ride and | had it in mind thahould have nursed that case along. So | knew
where they lived, or she lived, and | went dowth® house, and here she had the boy in the
kitchen and a baby in her arms and a man theretaong to pant legs, called him Daddy. And

| said to him, “Do you think it's right for you toe living here and raising a family without
getting married? He said, “No,” he says, “I jusvar could get enough money yet to do it.”
“Well,” | said, “don’t worry about the money.” Anldwent up to the mayor of the city of

Belfast, named Hodgkin Buzzell, he used to be gesdiof the Maine Senate, real strong voiced
guy and opinionated, and, he was justice of thege®ut | knew him, I'd taken him to the fair
with my dad and drove a car for him, my father didinive a car. And so | asked him if he

could perform the marriage and he said, “Yes, Weatgotta have a waiver of the five day law,
and you’ll have to get them to sign this waiven ISvent down and they signed the waiver. It
was saying that due to an emergency, the emerdezinyg a child being born of whom this man
is the father, whatever the man’s name was. Sobagk up and, but on the way down he says,
“Look, it's gonna cost twelve dollars and if thegMen’t got it, you gotta have it for them.”

Well, | had just about twelve dollars in my pockedt was going down street shopping for, to do
the shopping. And we performed the, he perforrheditedding, he sent me down to the
sidewalk to get a couple of witnesses to cover it.

Well, | got headed for home and felt pretty goaal) know, got that case off the town, and |
allowed that the woman wasn’t having babies overdlby herself and probably the guy that I'd
get would be a Belfast resident and that chiefadicp could work with him after that, you

know. So | got home and Rita said, “Where’s thecgries? Well, | spent the money | took in
my pocket to go down to buy groceries on, the te@ullars to,” which you could buy your
groceries for twelve dollars then. She said, “LLadk one thing to be public spirited, it's
another thing to be a public damn fool.”



And this is about the role | was playing, you knowe had other cases like that, that happened
to fall our way, so | got a hell of a lot of supp&rom the town, one for collecting the liens
which the old town, none of them had ever collected the other one for cleaning up the
pauper thing. And | did it because | wanted tooagglish something and I'm, very frankly, |

just wanted to establish a record that | couldamnf | wanted to run for office.

DN: You were looking to run for office and you wene the school board and Rita was facing
no groceries.

EE: Well, she cooked me dinner that night. We lascurry around. | had two or three
businesses that | ran, | bought a hundred acrpeopkrty that had a gravel pit on it, then |
bought another pit over in Monroe and so | triedkiy other businesses. And | took a job,
they come and hired me from an insurance compaatywths coming to the state, Concord
Mutual, Concord General from New Hampshire, | bugtabout five hundred customers for
them, and that got me around the district so hdwk people. And what | did, | went about that
in a businesslike way. I'd go down a street coadrand I'd stop at every house. And it's
against the law to take anybody’s insurance, if’'treealready got a policy you can't twist it,
take away from the company it’s in, but you canipu little notebook when it expires, or when
they have, and you come back on that week befatedtite, make a comparison for them. So |
picked up a lot of insurance that way. In facot the, my competitor in town, | worked it
around so | got his business. He come to me tchimugar insurance and | had a pretty good
recommendation, especially from his clients. Ha&g his insurance from me, you know, why
should he, but | wanted to tell you though abaut..

End of Sde One
Sde Two
EE: ....the overseer of the poor then. Buthisd to tell you something that | forgot. When

I’d go to school on the school bus, it took us anrito go and come each way. And the biggest
problem was, in the winter time it was colder tiafi, sit there, you know, without moving.

And so by comparison, the way things have changped $hen, at least ninety-five percent of
the kids in Maine can go to a, commute to collegthe time it took me to go to kindergarten or
first grade. That's the change that’s taken plasdar as highway travel is concerned, with the
modern busses and improved highways. But one dayWwivas about seven years old, | went to
the post office for some reason and there wasyattete about thirty years old, very, very pretty
lady, and very friendly. And she was married tarakey at the jail, and mind you, I've told

you that Eben Littlefield was county attorney. Astte had to be a Democrat in order to be in
the post office. She knew my name, Eben Littlefi@ind she beamed a look through the
window and wanted to talk with me, and | got treldtke I'd never been treated before. She
could see a vote there, some twelve, fifteen yahesad, and you know the person, Phyllis
Murphy. How about that?

DN: Oh, my. Phyllis was later state committeewoman.



EE: That was seventy years ago and I'm telling e, was a beautiful lady. She was when
she was older, you know. But she was the mostdhjebecause she knew that | was named for
the county attorney who was the ranking Democr#téncounty then.

Now | want to tell you another one that | overlodk®o, as far as politics are concerned. The
first year that | went on the board as selectmahldrad a fairly good public relations thing
going, they asked me if | would let them write ngnme in on the state legislative ticket as
senator. Well, | wasn’t ready to run for anyththgn, but they, | let them put my name on, |
don’'t know why. So one day | was in the First Naéll Store, shopping, and the guy who
owned the store asked me what | thought about Edkeley who was the incumbent senator.
And | said, “Eddie Greeley is probably the moseefive public servant in this county.” And
here | was supposed to be running against himtoldeEddie Greeley that, and Eddie Greeley
became one of my best friends. When | got readwyndor the legislature, he come up for one
of those meetings we held in the lodge hall, yoveva at least one of them, and stood in the
back and told people he was related to me. | Hafigared out yet how, but | was awful happy
to have him say it, you know. So, that guy, whercbached me on how, what to watch for on
bringing a bill in the legislature. He says, “Ydan't, you’ve got to have support, and don’t
start counting your supporters. Look for the gugt's gonna screw you.” That's the word he
used. He said, “He’ll keep going back to the llegige.” He had a different way, every time,
every day of killing a bill we had.

DN: Now, what was the year that you were writtefomnthe senate?

EE: When | was written in, | don’t know that | wasitten in. Yes, | guess | was. That would
be 1946, and | think that was the year | met Ed4kie.

DN: So you met Ed during that campaign?

EE: | went on the state committee that year, toay 3wombly] and Phyllis [Murphy] wanted
to get off and they put me on. So | met Ed in éla#ll, in the old Worcester House, and | don’t
know if he was chairman but he was leading the @eltae discussion. And somebody brought
a bill in, Adrian Scolten who'd been a candidatedovernor, brought a bill in for a clipping
bureau where they were clipping newspaper itemgpattthg them in an album for him. And he
was running for the exposure that he was gettiagidver expected to win and | guess probably
didn’'t want to. So Ed took issue with it, wouldtrgm along. And he said, “Clip is the word, to
the clipping bureau,” that was his pun, you kndvatts the way, that was his trademark. And |
thought having seen him stand up there, run thgttiie way it ought to be, | got, it really gave
me some encouragement. So from time to time weplkdmmto each other. Ran in 1954, we
had just a shade under ten percent of the legislatund that's when | brought my school, then
we went from ten percent to twenty percent, antdghehen | brought the school bill in.

DN: You brought the school bill in when, ‘55?

EE: Fifty-four, yeah ‘55, but | wrote it in ‘54. dome down and visit the legislature in
September and | was introduced to Bob Haskell, bgdess it was Greeley that introduced us,



and he said, “He’s a Democrat.” Bob says, “We tleay Democrat around here, we say Damn
Democrat.” That was my greeting.

DN: Let’s, | want to have Rob ask you about . . ..

RC: We sort of glazed over your high school careertaedne year at the University of
Maine. But it's really integral in terms of youolgical development. I'm curious, just
ideologically what sort of, what were you goingdihgh at that time?

EE: Well, you mention high school?
RC: The end of high school.

EE: Yeah, but |, in my senior year in high schowlds still, | had used Roosevelt's speeches in
the prize speaking contest, had one over to Calbg,used it at the intramurals, debated in high
school. And then | had the class oration and Itha] it wasn’t one of his speeches, or one with
the same outlook as he would give, you know. Amthen when | went to the University | was
started with the pre-legal course and | was whay ttalled a special student, whatever. And so |
took the debate course, what debate courses | getlland radio, and | . . . . So we had debates
on local subjects. Brooks Brown was in my clagswias a senior and | was freshman. You
know Brooks? And, of course he was in the legistatater.

DN: Yes, leading Republican, lawyer and lobbyist.
EE: Yeah, yeah, so, | forget your other question.

RC: Towards the end of your high school career you meat that you used Roosevelt’s
speeches during prize speaking contests. What stineof extra curricular activities did you do
in high school, in your senior year or beforehand?

EE: Well, I had an hour ride from, in the morningdaan hour ride at night from home so | had
a little longer day, and we didn’t have a way to lygme if you didn’t go on the bus. So | played
baseball and took part in the intramural prize kppgpbetween courses, between classes, and
between schools, among schools. But I, that's ath@uextent of my extra curricular activities.

RC: You say when you went to the University of Maineiyeere vehemently Democratic. At
that age, what was so influential to you that mgale. . . .?

EE: What made me Democratic? Well, the biggesithivat touched it off was the Al Smith
election and electing somebody because they weagb&tholic. And that partisan politics just
seemed to play such a heavy role in everythingide d

And, I'll give you, and this is something that heppd during my high school years and it's
something that'll give you an insight into statesgmment. Had a robbery in the state
government and the accusation was two hundreditipdifousand dollars, and that was a hell



of a lot of money back then, it would have beeniejant to a couple million dollars today.

And Barrows was the governor, Republican goverord the man’s name who was suspected
was named Runnells, R-U-N-N-E-L-L-S, William RuniselAnd we read about it in the paper
and we got part of the information, which | got thieole story on later, and | guess the story
will be a lot better if you tell it all in one piedhan to break it up into two pieces.

But the man was controller of the state and beorgroller under the system that they had, they
issued the checks in his department and they Imanirdoered system, everything was coded with
a number. Very few people knew the codes. Hedcaallk into an office and pass them a piece
of paper and ask them to sign it and they didndvknvhether it was debit or credit. He knew it.
The treasurer issued the checks, mailed the chvdoich he had issued, and the checks come
back from the bank and they went back into therodiet’s office. And if there was a check that
come back address unknown, someone in there cayJdao bad to waste that one, and they
could endorse it, take it out to the bank and @ash

But at any rate, they didn’t have any proof in liegjinning, so the governor called him into the
governor’s office and he put a book on the corrieh@ governor’s desk, entitled One Hundred
Ways to Embezzle. And they didn't call attentioriti but they made sure he saw it, he did see
it, and he walked out of the governor’s office tigh the council chamber, he had a big
briefcase that people joked about because theshdeged, he was a bachelor, a fastidious
dresser, he changed his tie several times a ddywhan he got into the council office which
was empty, he opened that up, pulled out a pistlpat it up there and pulled the trigger, and
didn’t make a go of it. So they rushed him to llespital and the news hit the press and his
mother heard the newscast. And she put two anddgether and realized that there was a
problem.

So she went to his room to see what there miglthdtethe police would find when they come,
and she found an album, ladies that he had datedhay had one thing in common, they were
all nude. She thought now, she recognized fandsjidual faces, and she thought this was
going to be bad for those nice people, so she aqukir of scissors and she cut all the heads off
and destroyed their faces and left the bodies toerthe police to find, the state police, local
sheriff.

So they came and they looked at the album and &lighd guffawed a little and then they

shook their head and, got no evidence. One cdipeopiped up, says, hell, | know that one,
that’s Big Red. So they checked with Big Red askkd her if she’'d ever dated the state
controller. She said yes, and they asked her wthesewent and whatever, she said they went to
Boston for a weekend and, well, they stayed attbie| Statler. And so they called the Statler
and they asked the desk clerk if he could cheabutiin the records and see if Mr. William
Runnells ever had a room there. He says, “Oh,matter of fact, he has a suite of rooms there
now.” Here he was over in the hospital with a &éuthrough his head. And I got this from |

think the attorney from Maine municipal, Frank Civegm, you know Frank? He was local in the
town.

So they, the guy recovers and they put him ingad they held their hearings and all and they



got him convicted for about fifty thousand dolldesaving a couple hundred thousand dollars
unaccounted for. One morning they went in to diwe his breakfast and this time there was a
pistol beside his body. He was dead. And they'tlikhow how he got the, who shot him or
whether he had, somebody brought in the pistolhendid it himself, or whether somebody shot
him through the window and threw the pistol in.

So then everything was opened up suddenly, thegrbeghold hearings and they called the
treasurer in. And this old lady who was, workedtfee treasurer at that time, told me this story.
She says, | was asked to testify for Mr. Smittl bacause he, quite embarrassing, you know, it
looked pretty bad for him. She says, “I think Ved him.” She says, “I testified that he couldn’t
possibly have been involved in any such intrigusause he only came to work on Wednesday
morning to get his paycheck, otherwise than thavagin Bangor.” This was the system.
You're not ready for the treasury yet, probably.

DN: No, we’ve got other things.

RC: All of these things are, you're describing as igfitial to your interest in politics, and you
said that you took as many debate courses as ydd and politics was really important to you.
What were your aspirations? What did you warddon particular when you were at U Maine,
or what did you see yourself as doing?

EE: Well, | thought of a legal career, but steppexliad what , money was pretty tight and |
didn’t get any scholarships, and what money | caalch in the winter time or during the
summer and then go back and have in the fall. thimdjs weren’t too good on the farm so |
didn’t get help there outside of living at home ayadting food on weekend. Mother baked pies,
| said. But | had sort of thought whatever opeitself up, you know. And | talked with my
mother about it and she encouraged me and wartediked Roosevelt very much.

Now, Brann was governor, he broke the ice in Méameone, in ‘32, but they roughed him up.
Allowed he was a drunk and, in fact he came to tdwvas about eleven years old and when he
come into the hall somebody a little older thamitls“Oh, he’s tighter than a teddy bear.” His
face was red. You know the name of the, of hisuffear down to Lewiston. Maybe he’s still
alive. But he’s much older than | am. He maylm®though, but last time | saw him he looked
pretty healthy. | forget his name. But at angra¢ didn’t carry legislative, enough support,
though he got some, that was the last time thagrad2rat from my district was elected, and
Tozier from Unity was elected in ‘32.

DN: What was Tozier's first name?
EE: Lloyd.
DN: Lloyd Tozier?

EE: | believe, yes. | didn’'t know him well, but, aden we come to campaign up there, he
was one of the people. But I'll, if you're ready that, . . . .



RC: Oh, I have just a couple more questions and tHeleti' Tuck go in further in your later
political career. I'm curious, what was the ultimaeason that you left University of Maine?
Was it financial?

EE: Well, partly that and the war work was openipgamd, we got married in ‘42, 15th of
February.

TOB: How’'d you two meet?

Rita: The 14th, dear, we were both very romantic.
DN: Ah, married on Valentine’s Day.

TOB: How did you meet?

EE: How did we meet? In school. Well, let me yeu, while there’s time that | remember, |
was in church, it was on Memorial Day . . . .

TOB: Is this in Brooks?

EE: Yeah, and we had one church, Congregationalc@hso everybody went to that, and |
was asked to give Lincoln’s Gettysburg Addresslierceremony and we had a minister who
had been, he was an old timer and he’d been atermdaring my wife’s, my mother’s lifetime,
and she had a lot of respect for him. So shequaatily wanted to see it, and so Rita and her
mother were sitting in the front row or whateverthe church, so that's where I first remember
seeing her. But she told me afterwards that, wiaatit your mother said, “Who is that little
Jewish boy?”

DN: Because his name was Eben?
Rita: | guess.

EE: But that's where we met, and then we knew edlesbrahrough grade, through high school,
and got married before | went to Portland. We hall, lived with my sister first winter, then
we bought furniture, which included this table.isTtable was in the World’s Fair, physically,
this same table, 1939, so it's become an antiqulewile’ve owned it. And the desk in there
was, a man, we couldn’t get an apartment becauseatar, and a furniture salesman had an
apartment and he was going to be moving and heisgiol buy my furniture, I'll just let you
move in behind me. And | think the bank ownedhlhbéding, | think that they, as long as they
know that the rent’'s coming . . . so | sent Ritéaa pay the rent the first time, took advantage of
her....

Rita: He wasn’t going to take any hassle, you undedstbhad to. He almost said he wouldn’t
take the check, and he said, “I don'’t like thidph't like this sub-letting,” but he took the check



EE: So we got an apartment, which was hard to comeMe’d spent a couple of, | spent a
week in the barracks down to the shipyard.

Rita: Did you forget that | spent a week there with you
EE: Well, | spent more time and you spent part afntome back home.
Rita: Yes, you did, but I also spent a week in the duzks.

EE: So that's the sequence there. We lived on Mgétiouse Hill in South Portland, right by
the church.

DN: Congregational Church.

EE: Yeah, and that's where, and the minister wasetb@uptill.
DN: Nat Guptill?

Rita: Yeah, Samuel.

EE: And his brother was my high school teacheraite who, . . . .
Rita: Orville.

EE: Yup, that helped me pick the article for my slasation, and, | was out of, in high school |
said | made excuses for not making valedictoriam| lolid getvoted Amost likelyto succeed”

the other class members. And we're having a ckssion Saturday, 59th class reunion. Not a
very big class either. But | had a chance to leyon know, about the tuition that the kids
coming in, and one of the things that we debatédwn meeting was about the value of the
tuition students to a school structure. When yad & town that didn’t, without school districts
that we got now.

And | remember giving the school board a hard toeeause they were discounting tuition for
the sake of building up their courses. They didmetke that point very clear, you know, that a
student, because you couldn't, if you had fivee¢hor four students in a Latin or French class, it
wasn’t very efficient where the teacher’s concernBatk up a half a dozen more tuition
students, you could justify that class. So whewihe time at the town meeting, and they were
running behind financially and they weren’t keepihgir numbers together, so | was trying to
explain to the townspeople what the problem wasd they weren’t too convincing, but they
were taking in tuition students for less than capita cost.

And | said it’s like the guy who went away and gub the business of manufacturing pencils.
He come home and he had a new car and you coulteseras making money. So somebody
asked him how he did it, well, he said you know,faeend that we can manufacture pencils for



two and a half cents apiece and sell them for tmbaquarter cents. The guy said, “Well how
do you make a living doing that?” He said, “If'getvolume that does it. That's the story of
your tuition students, you get enough of them yda€gl all right.” Well, they had that saying.
They put somebody on the school committee and btieemther guys, which he would be
nitpicking, he’d say, “You're just still countingepcils.”

But, one of the jobs that | had in town office giweelittle humor, a couple of them as a matter of
fact, that I'll try to get in. | had to issue thermits to carry concealed weapons, and one night,
on a Sunday night, we had a fellow who got drinkamgl, guy who’d come home from the
service and the man’s wife was running the cewfifade, telephone office, and he was up
visiting and the husband got to drinking and hetwgnunder the window and began to yell
threats at them. We could hear it down the homerg/hlived because windows were open . . . .

Rita: Well, he yodeled just in case we didn’'t know stmnmg was going on, he was yodeling
also.

EE: So when | went to the, the guy was holed uphepet, but you know, that he was hollering
at, and the town office was right across the sfireaet where he kicked him out. So he saw me
in there and he come down, and dodged right athesstreet and come in and asked me for a
permit to carry a concealed weapon. | thoughan'tcdo this. So | said, “I'll tell you what
Lester, you tell me who it is you're fixing to shpt it's somebody | think needs shooting, I'll

let you have it.” He turned on his heel and hetveert and he went to my opponents, you know,
thinking that they're critical of me. And they,@guy coined the name Little Caesar, because |
wouldn’t let the guy have a permit, and he was @irtfe top guys down to the American
Legion, he was a professional sailor | guess he \Bas anyway, nobody got shot, and, that was
one of the items that | thought I'd, took some erid to clearing.

(Aside discussion between Rita and Don about food.)
(Phone interruption)

DN: ....Razor or Raynor was his real name, R-AFO-R.
RC: Crossman.

DN: C-R-O-S-S-M-A-N, was an auctioneer and a coantymissioner and several other
things in the Democratic Party up in Somerset count

EE: Corinna, town of Corinna. You don’t want thairg now, right?
DN: No, I think there are others that. . . .

RC: Now, if you could for us just go over the chrongtagf from when you joined the
selectmen in Brooks until when you ran for stafgesentative in ‘54.

EE: Okay. | ran for representative in ‘54 first @mBut | didn’t let them write my name in for



the Senate in ‘46. And | put off running but | hadt Ed and | started to tell you, we came
down through the county to go to Campobello anthenvay he come by a beached whale.

And he, so when we . ... | took my two cousiog/d and very few people were there, maybe at
most half a dozen, but they, he made an impressidhem so that they were inspired. And
back when | did run for the legislature they wéreré with their car bringing votes in. For Ed
and for me. So, | did another writing that | wahte mention but maybe it'll come up later.

TOB: So the chronology of from the time you joined te&stmen in ‘46 until you ran in ‘54.
You can just give us the years that you did cettaiimys, when you were on the Waldo county
committee, and . . . .

EE: Yeah, okay, that was the year that, it'd be, yay ‘56 that we had Stevenson up, that
sounds right. All | did was just go around to tinyget people to enroll. | was on the road with
insurance and we’d talk politics and so | manageget members.

But one of the cutest things was | used a telepladoé And it was the local telephone, Liberty
Telephone, and the town clerk who was rank Repaibliber husband was chairman, but he was
friendly. She was rank. And there’s some thirngd happened there. One thing was that she
could, no one could calufintelligible word) because they had to be itemized, she’d know the
people that | called, and when she made up a newephook one year, she left my name out of
it. My little daughter, the kids at school mengaiit to her, you know, tears running down her
cheeks. But this troubled her because | was dbiegroundwork, you know, and making the
calls and getting people up for the elections dhdad long before | ran for office.

So inasmuch as | had my name written in in ‘4®]d the members in the committee that |
didn’t want, that | wanted to run, but | didn’t wao run on any such arrangement with write ins
or people who just wanted their name in the papéat anybody that wanted to run with me, I'd
like to get some people to, otherwise I'd run alo®® | made an issue when they did get, run
alone. | would say to people, “Is this good gowveent? Do you want it? There are twenty big
candidates about in the spring primary time ambegRepublicans,” so they had a AMeet the
Candidates” night, the extension service heldald it down in Swanville. This would have
been in the spring of ‘54, and | went down andlenway down Rita said to me, “Now, you
don’t want to get into an argument with Emory tdniy This is the guy that called me Little
Ceasar, he had a booming voice and a hot tempgthewmwas in the legislature in the seat |
wanted, but he was retiring and running for thea®&n So on the way down Rita says, “You
ought to give him wide berth because you've goguarrel with him, right?” | thought, “That’s

a damn good idea,” but he sat beside me and thessome up, the three Rs: reapportionment,
reclassification of highways, and reevaluationhaf towns.

The reapportionment of the legislature called fpthe constitution, they weren’t doing because
they’d lose votes for the cities growing, and theat area not growing. And reevaluation of the
towns meant we got less money for schools, schdasdidy. And then reclassification of
highways, they could take a road that the statemaataining, throw it back on the top.

So we were, happened to be, they happened to laginkgbhe reevaluation and | got my charts



and | insisted that | wanted, that instead of hgvirte come up one out of every twenty times,
that you should have Republicans and Democratsyexy time a Republican spoke | got a
chance to speak. So, came this issue of reevatuatid | said, “Now | want to make a point.
I’m not blaming the legislature for passing a ldattchanged the rules on reevaluation, they
didn’t pass any laws, this was done in the exeeud®partment, it's right in the lap of the
governor,” and this guy pops up, bad? He saysat'$la lot of political gobbledy gook,” he
says, “it wasn’t done by the governor, that wasedoy the bureau of taxation.” And he realized
he’d put his foot in and he sat down quickly.

| got up and smiled and made sure that everybodidaee | wasn’'t mad, | says to him, “You
say that that wasn’t done by the governor but veaedy the bureau of taxation. Now, we have
three branches of government. We agree it wasihe legislative department, would you say
it's in the judicial department?” He shook his tieaAnd | said, “That leaves only one, the
executive department, the governor is head of teewgive department, and it’s in his lap.” He
never said any more. So then Bishop comes insays. . ..

DN: This is Neil Bishop.

EE: Neil Bishop. And that's when the thing startadd he said, “I've got to agree with Mr.
Elwell,” he said, “Governor Burt Cross,” he saigipti shouldn’t expect too much from him for
education, see, this reevaluation cut our subsitie’says, “He isn’t an education man, he isn’t
an educated man.” He says, “They say he’s a higlman, I'd say he’s a highwayman.” And
he’s got all the Republican candidates there. theg pricked up their ears on that one.
Somebody said the state house ought to settlezofeat on that one. You see, he’d run for
governor the year before, two years before, anltbldehis brief case and he made a splash and
he got thirty thousand votes which is enough [dflatk to switch an election. So then he starts
in, he says, “You know, | was brought up in a g&=gpublican home and told to stay away from
them Democrats because they’re the rum party.'sayes, “as | got to growing up, | thought |
saw some Republicans drinking rum.” And he safthd lately | found that they can drink just
as much rum as any Democrat, and there’s Fred Paigiet over there in the corner to prove

it.” That candidate for county commissioner, abibuee sheets to the wind and his face was red
and he was laughing with them, you know. They waughing at him, he didn’t know it. So

the thing really took off then.

So, but some of the meetings began to stir up soterest, so next morning with Guy and
Phyllis, | was on his doorstep, but | said to th&Rgw look, you're old time Democrats, he’s a
Republican at heart, so why don’t you just let rnerg” And | go to the door and knocked on
the door and he come to the door and he said, Wellwaste a lot of time in politics don’t

we?” Which is pretty clear. “Well, | guess we @iil, but | got some things | wanted to ask
you about.” And he, “Well, come on in.” So we igahe bedroom where he had his briefcase
that he’d used in the election two years beforéeuthe bed, he pulled it out and it was all dusty
and he dusted it off and opened it up. He stagkihg things out that he’d used in the
campaign. He had a series of newspapers witheadlimes on them. One of the said, Twelve
Thousand Dollar Bribe Claimed, this was for thegmor, the former governor. Wait a minute.



DN: That would have been Fred Payne.

EE: Yeah, and then another one, Papalous has Gaietidisted Number. Headlines, and
there were three or four of them that were gooadgithat, if you looked at them you’d
remember, things would come back to you, you krtbe things that you didn’t like when you
saw them the first time. So | set these to one aitl somehow or another we got together with
George Hale, who you must have driven with withad@tevenson, right? George was an
advance man for him in ‘52.

DN: He didn’t come back though in ‘56. He wasn’that trip, ‘56.
EE: Now wait, he wasn't in ‘56, but was in ‘52?
DN: I think, | remember Hale from ‘52, yeah, but 8.

EE: Okay, that's when you, that, so they set upthstation that year, so | worked it out with
him, he was very much in sympathy with what | wggy to do, he gave us a half an hour for
Bishop to go on tv. And we took an easel, thatdia the drug store with the newspapers on it,
we put those newspapers with those headlineswghte the camera would be on them. He
didn’t mention them, but all the time, that haluinopeople were looking and remembering what
was there. And it went over good. So then weagther half hour and they called it Special
Events, and the next time we took a ballot, a legvtup of the ballot, and then we had the
straight ballot voting, so if you put that . . . .

TOB: The big box?

EE: ....big box up the top, that took everybddyn. And so Neil said, “Now if you're
thinking of splitting your ticket, don’t make thbity ‘X, he says, “you have to go down here
and pick out all the names that you want to vot¢ fof course he had my name in there, and put
the ‘X’ after their names. And he ran that by watpointer, and he got people doing two things.
One, they were thinking of first of all the meclwanof splitting your ballot and thinking of that
they began to think well now maybe, do we wantpid sur ballot, and of course he’s got plugs
in for Muskie, and a Cross every now and then. Eddn fact, we got, they had five thousand
members of a Republicans for Muskie committee lgefioat was over. Had Millett up to
Palmyra, or not Palmyra, | don’t know if it's Palmay near where Perry Furbush lives, | guess,
Perry Furbush.

DN: Yeah, Palmyraugintelligible phrase) Millett.

EE: Oh, that's right, that’s right. And then theuoaty chairman, the Republican county
chairman came with his, he presided over that mgehiat | told you about.

DN: Now what was his name?

EE: Donald Swanville Thayer, Donald Thayer. Andikee had the town chairman down to



Searsport, Searsmont, who was superintendent obs;H.ouis Gray. And, who were some of
the others? Well, the people around, basicallhaeto have these people to make noises, you
know, so that we're covered. Then we had the gy was in Rita’s class in school and we all,
she was a couple classes behind me, who wrotbddkénn-, for the Republican Journal, he
was editor of the Republican Journal. So | gowualfive hundred words a week in there and he
liked the tone that I, you know, soft sell, so tthe Republican paper could carry it, and | saw,
in here | saw the editorial comment on something..

DN: Oh yes, the Republican Journal.
EE: Yeah, and so to have the Republican Journalatd@/county . . . .
DN: What was his name by the way?

EE: Russell Grace, but Al Nolan left down there amht to Vermont, and he’s been on the
governor’s staff about ever since, whether theyevWRepublicans or Democrats, he stayed as
assistant or something on staff. |1 saw him backvell we come down for, when his mother
passed away, and, but | wanted to tell you about .

DN: Excuse me just a minute, Eben, | wanted to nsake on one name. The Russell Grace
you mentioned in connection with the Republicarrdaly also known as Rusty Grace?

EE: That was his son.
DN: Rusty was his son?

EE: Right. Yeah. And so, Al's mother was the orfeowvorked so hard for the Republicans
and she used to, she worked that every day. Sioe'e down the street with a shopping basket,
she’d have applications in there for voting, whatevShe would give people, she was soliciting,
she’d give them a ride to church. If you wouldit it, she, you wouldn’t get the ride. She’d
bring voters in, haul voters in except once in dgvbhe’d take one, just by being in doubt she
could switch it. | remember one day, one womantsbeght in and she was laughing, she says,
“Betty thinks I’'m going to vote Republican,” buteskvas going to vote Democratic of course,
you know, she made a big deal of it. But, hereésway it worked in the town office as far as, in
the woman’s home, far as being registrar is corezkrn

Came the 1948 election with Harry Truman, and thivwgre pretty rank, people had their minds
pretty well made up anti-Truman. These two guys Worked for me, lived on the farm, and
they’d come in the night before, afternoon befarearly evening, and wanted to know if they
could get on the vote, if | thought they could getthe voting rolls, what they had to do. | says,
“You get in tonight, but you be careful becausgoifl don’t say the right things she’ll, you'll
carry over and you won't get on at all. So juskendamn sure she doesn’t know that you're
going to vote for Harry Truman because she’ll fmday to stall you.” So they go down and
they come back and they’re laughing, splitting itisedes, and | said, “Apparently you got on the
voting roll, how'd you work it?” He said, “We didst what you told us.” And | said, “What did



you say?” “Well,” he said, “she was making somabitalk and | said, AGoddamn that Harry
Truman”, to the town clerk, and she said, Aoh”.teifthat she opened the book right up, he said.
That's how, | did that just to try her, and to ey know, an upstart, that | liked to do because
that’s part of the joy of politics, you know. See never did get the numbers up.

But let me give you an idea of the way she operatedas an officer in the church, she was
treasurer of the church, and they didn’t have maoshbrance, a thousand dollars on the church.
So | said, “Hell, I'll, what I'll do is I'll put sane insurance on and call it a contribution. If I'd
just done it and not charged them, it would havenleetwisting, you know, a rebate, rebating.

So looked out, and by God they had a little fir¢ghie church, in a waste basket, setting up
against the wall and stained the paint on the w&dl.l said to my brother-in-law who was a
painter, carpenter and what all, “Why don’t youdyavn and take care of that?” He was active
in the church. And he said, “Sure,” and he dichdAe took a little paint and a paintbrush, he
was no time at all in fixing that up. So, | sdidpw give me a bill because | can collect from
the insurance company on this. “Oh, that didbtpok me a few minutes, I’'m not going to put
any bill on that.” 1 said, “I've got to have sorhetg for a bill.” “Well, call it ten dollars, I'll

take ten dollars.” So I run it by to the Aroostdokurance Company, and took the check and |
took it in to give to Fanny. She said, “We catiitf) not going to accept that, that’s not enough
money for it. I'm just not going to accept the cké

So | put it back in my briefcase, in my billfoldadh it in the seat of my car, thinking well, I'm
going to have to find a way to work that out. Analas calling on a guy to take his temperature
far as the election was concerned, he says, “Yowkranny’s telling a story about you. She
says that you took the check for adjusting therasce on the church and put it in your pocket
and never brought it back.” | says, “You want tone with me, and | opened up my billfold and
there’s the check and that’s just what she sagdrite, there it is. | don’t know what I'm going
to do with it.” She was using that in the campammd that’s the level that they’d work on. It
was rugged, you know, especially if he hadn’t $hat to me, the guy come up and he told me,
thought | ought to know.

DN: What did Ed Greeley do in the ‘54 campaign?

EE: Well, do you remember the story, | thought maybe were behind it, putting the story in
the Downeast Magazine, with the picture of Ed Maskown there to Greeley’s pasture?

DN: No, | wasn’'t behind that, but go ahead andthalistory.

EE: Okay, well one of the things, of course he céamneur meeting, you may have met him at,
when he was at one of the meetings. But | tooklddecause | wanted to get Republicans on
record for supporting Ed. And Ed Greeley had $iaad he liked Ed and that he used to go in the
house and listen to his speeches, and he saiknow, you'd see him in the Register the next
day, it was called the Ahorse blanket”, every wpuactuation, letter perfect. Of course, Ed
could dictate that way, he could speak that way pftentimes people wouldn’t record it as he
said it so we edited it every night to make sued tiorse blanket didn’t get out without



everything letter perfect in there. And he saysised to go and listen to him speak,” and he
says, “I can remember when he would speak the peoplild turn around, up in the front, and
want to hear him, listen to it but look at him wHegis speaking. He’'d get their attention.” And
he spoke very highly of him and | thought, welk ihot going to be hard to get him to come
across, but he was chairman of the highway comenitt¢he legislature.

So we come to a meeting one day, went to a towningeend he [Ed Greeley] said, you know,
| went down to Augusta this afternoon, knowing heasing a meeting tonight, wanted to get
some answers. And he said, “Went out, on the veaynd going down to Augusta, they were
painting a white line on the highway,” he says, ‘&iH come back they were tarring right on
over it.” That set his mood, you know. And he lsathething that he wanted for, money from
the state, highway department. And David Stevexsldieen appointed by Cross for an
efficiency man, hard nosed; and so he refuse8atEd says, “What am | going to tell the people
tonight down the town meeting?” “Tell them thahsaf-a-bitch of David Stevens wouldn't let
you have it.” So, that's the way he talked, th#t's way he operated, he was, you know, when it
come time to allocate money . ... And this isaample and it's a pork barrel. If we wanted
some money for a road, we had a state highway mgmight up from Belfast to Moosehead
Lake, right through Brooks and it was a road tlat hever been built through part of Brooks.
So the guy who was chairman of the Republican towmmittee ran the First National Store and
it affected his business, whether we had a good ttw@ugh or not. And we were talking about
it, he says, “I think that | could help, make adle says, “and get an in with the highway
commission,” he says, “they owe a favor,” the amain was Lloyd Morton. So | go down and |
make an appearance for that road, and get a bettde: 1 didn’t tell him | was a Democrat and

he didn’t tell him | was a Democrat but they weagng) it for him, not me. And | got a letter
saying that as a result of your conference we lavarded four hundred dollars.

Well, of course that was money in a little town lb#teen, we could pass that letter around and
get votes on it, you know, you'd accomplished sdnimgt. Four hundred dollars the way | had it
figured would build fifty feet of road on a statighway at the rate it costs to build state
highways, which wasn’t very effective. That was gork barrel system. So when | went in the
House, that was one of the things that | killegpént all winter, Dana Childs will tell you, | sat
right behind him, he was floor leader, Republidaoif leader before he became Democratic
floor leader. And | rode them, and they put theytchanged the, they named the bill hardship
money. They were going to pass it off, and | s&/@p, it's hardship if you've got somebody
that can’t get elected without some help, youllegghim some hardship money.”

TOB: Tape’s about to run out, so we’ll stop.
DN: We canreschedule. . ..

End of Sde Two
End of Interview
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