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graduation, Lndholm taught for a few years at tleats Hill School, then he sold text books for
seven years. Milt returned to Bates College asaié®dmissions in 1944, and stayed there for
thirty-two years, retiring in 1976. At the timéioterview, Lindholm was Dean of Admissions
Emeritus. The Bates College Admissions Office béés name.

Scope and Content Note

The interview covers a variety of topics, includi@pvenant Church; Waltham, Massachusetts;
the Depression and Bates; Bates football; Batéseiri930s; Lewiston and Bates; the Lewiston



trolley; Bates Student Council; Student Council &udMuskie; Bates professors; chapel at
Bates; and Muskie as a politician and as a person.

Indexed Names

Bartlett, Paul Burroughs
Biernacki, Joe

Chase, George M “Goosey”
Coffin, Frank Morey
Donovan, John C.

Emrich, Fredrick Ernest
Gould, Raymond R. N.
Lindholm, Helen (Hess)
Lindholm, Lambert
Lindholm, Milt

Morey, David

Muskie, Edmund S., 1914-1996
Quimby, Brooks

Ramsdell, George Edwin
Rowe, Harry

Saunders, Bob

Zerby, Rayborn

Transcript

RC: Will you start by stating your full name and Kipg it for us?

Milt Lindholm: My name is Milton Lindholm, L-I-N-D-H-O-L-M.

RC: And where and when were you born?

ML: 1 was born in Collinsville, Connecticut in the ye&#11, June 3.

RC: And that's not where you grew up, though?

ML: No.

RC: Where did you grow up?

ML: 1lived there in Collinsville one year, at whicimé my father died. And my mother
moved with me and two older siblings to Waltham skchusetts where | lived until | went to
Bates.

RC: And what were your parents’ names?



ML: My father was Lambert Lindholm, Rev. Lambert Lintthpand my mother was Helen
Hess Lindholm.

RC: And growing up with a single mother, what did sleetal get by by herself?

ML: Well, she brought her brood to Waltham where heeqta lived, so in effect | was
brought up by grandparents, both of whom were imamits to this country from Sweden. My
first language was Swedish. My grandparents disimtak English, so | grew up in a home
where Swedish was the language. You asked how otlyansurvived with three kids, well, she
went to work immediately and worked all of her adiéé¢ after my father’s death in the Waltham
watch factory. Are you aware of the Waltham watahll, up until fairly recently, it was
probably the most prominent watch in the world.eyhad a factory in which were three
thousand employees making watches, so most of latves worked in Waltham watch. In
fact, Waltham was called the watch city.

TOB: How old were you when your father passed away?

ML: One year old.

RC: He was a reverend; was your mother also a vergioels person?
ML: Oh yes, | would say so, yes, church going, religiparson.
TOB: What denomination?

ML: Well it was a Swedish denomination which now has fairly prominent denomination
country wide referred to as the Covenant. Thenev@®venant churches throughout the
country. In those days the church that I grewrum iWaltham, which is the church my mother
grew up in before she was married, was called ¥nedish Congregational Church. It had
affiliations with the Congregational, the Americ@ongregational denomination. There is still
a, in Waltham, a Swedish Congregation church. nivtscalled Swedish any longer because that
language is not used and most of the members bElhach are not now Swedish. It's called
the Covenant Church.

RC: Now is Waltham predominantly Swedish immigrants?

ML: No, although there was a sizeable Swedish populati®valtham. There were two
Swedish churches, the Lutheran church which wastdéte church of Sweden, and then this
other church which, like the pilgrims and puritam&ngland, broke away from the state church,
and they called themselves mission friends. Tlis @omparable to puritans and pilgrims, and
they had churches throughout the country. But fireyested the state church in Sweden and
many of them came to this country because of that.

RC: Can you tell me a little bit about Waltham, whatds like growing up? Was it
predominantly Protestant and Anglo, was it a venyservative town?



ML: Well in those days it was a city of about fortydsand people, fairly sizeable. It's not
much larger than that now, but it's on Route 128 ias had growth as a result of that. You
probably go right through Waltham on your way hdméname), don’t you?

TOB: Actually | take Route 1. | go through Saugus.
ML: If you use 128 you do.

TOB: Yeah, yeah. During traffic | do.

TOB: A lot of mills?

ML: It was an industrial town; it had the watch factatyich was the predominant industry.
But there was also a cotton mill called the Boswtamufacturing Company for some reason or
other which was, had a thousand or more employAasd.it was the industry that my
grandfather, who was the financial support of tiredholms, worked in. But other than that it
was a typical cosmopolitan community with many&liéint nationalities represented, French, a
lot of French, Polish, Italian, Swedish.

RC: And politically how would you characterize it?

ML: | would say probably predominantly Democrat inimslinations. | grew up in a
politically and religiously conservative home anslippose there were a lot of homes
comparable to that.

RC: Did your family try to instill conservative, sorf political values in you,
Republicanesque?

ML: My family I don’t think was particularly politica}l occupied. | think our activities other
than working were pretty much centered around theah, and the church | think had a very
conservative outlook.

RC: And at what point did the Depression become a facto

ML: Well, of course | attended Bates in the Depresgears, entered in ‘31, graduated in ‘35
which was right in the depth of the Depressiont Blon’'t have any recollection that the
Depression affected us at all. We never had amgtand consequently we didn’t lose anything
in the Depression.

RC: Makes a lot of sense.

ML: Yeah. Unlike my wife, when she was interviewed sfent from riches to rags in the
Depression. She came from a very affluent family they lost everything. So we didn’t feel
the effects of the Depression, except as in cofegedidn’t have anything, any money to spend,
you know. You had to work. In that respect ydutlee effects of the Depression.



RC: Even if your family didn’t feel it, were the effecthemselves noticeable around with other
people and so forth?

ML: Oh, I would say so. But everybody was pretty munctne same boat in those years, you
know.

RC: So no one was really distinct from one anotheerms of aff- ?

ML: 1don’t think so. At Bates there was very litttethe way of affluence. If a person had an
automobile it was very unusual.

TOB: How did you end up at Bates?

ML: | worked two years after graduating from high sdhd®@nd my mother in her wisdom saw
that | wasn’t going anywhere and she thought | edddrther education, so she sent me to a
man who was connected with the Congregational deraiman in Massachusetts. He had been a
clergyman, was now working for the state organaratis secretary or in some capacity. He had
befriended my father and so he was a sort of adrad the family. | went to see him, he was
then probably in his late “80s or early ‘90s. Ahcemember him telling me that he had
connections with two colleges that might be helpdule was the University of lowa and one was
Bates College. And | told him that | thought itsrvienportant for me to get away from home. In
the two years that'd I'd been out of high schob&t probably gained some friendships that
would help in my future in any respects, but | digvant to go as far away as lowa. Now, did |
want to go to a college in Boston? And he expladitteme that Bates College was not in Boston,
it was in Lewiston, Maine. So he wrote a lettemoybehalf to Harry Rowe, have you run into
Harry Rowe in your deliberations?

RC: Yes, Ruth Rowe’s father.

ML: This man’s name was Emrith Can’t remember what his first name was althoigive

a, in my library | have a biography of him. Andwas a Bates graduate and had been a Bates
trustee, and he sort of paved the way. So onetlrofiduly weekend | drove up here to
Lewiston, Maine, saw Bates for the first time asmd lan interview with Harry Rowe and he told
me | could come to Bates in the fall.

RC: And you went to Waltham High School?
ML:  Hm-hmm.

RC: Tell me a little about your high school experien®gere you really involved
extracurricularly and so forth?

1 Rev. Frederick Ernest Emrich. Graduated Bate876.1 Served on the Bates College Board of Overseers from
1891-1921.



ML: Yeah, my chief activity was sports, | was a captdithe football team. And | am a
member of the hall of fame in Waltham High Schéadbtball hall of fame. | could show you
lots of plaques and stuff. You’'d be interested tha traditional game for Waltham in those
days played on Thanksgiving morning was with Brookiext door, right? And | played some
baseball and basketball.

TOB: Any extracurriculars as far as student governnugtiate?
ML: Not in high school.

RC: Did you stay involved with the church when you baealder and got into high school
and more independent?

ML: Yeah, | stayed involved in the church, right. &ctf | contemplated the ministry myself
and | majored at Bates in religion. So | was imred those two years, throughout high school
and in those two years | was out of high schodbreel ...

TOB: What were you doing for work?

ML: In those two years? | worked one year for a cantitn company out in New York State
road building, and | worked one year with the Waitthwatch factory in the purchasing
department office.

TOB: So you came to Bates in 1931. Where did you live?
ML: In Bates?
TOB: Yeah, at Bates.

ML: Well, that’s sort of interesting in that there weg enough dormitory facilities for all
incoming students. And about twenty of us werd tbht we couldn’t live on the campus and go
find a place to live. But they had a list of peopl those days that welcomed students as
roomers and boarders. They welcomed them bechageneeded the income. So one day one
of these twenty and myself walked down Nichols &tend went to 136 Nichols Street, which is
two houses below the health center, rapped ondbeahd told them that we were looking for a
place to live, and they welcomed us. So for tret 8emester of my freshman year | lived off
campus. Then it was customary in those days, galdaot work on the campus as a freshman,
but they made an exception in my case and gavejoteia the dining hall in the second
semester. But in order to do that job | had te im campus. There were some openings. So |
and one of the other guys down at 136 Nichols Stame and lived on the top floor of Parker
Hall, in a room that no longer exists. But we thia that room, or | lived in that room for three
and a half years, the same room in the top flodtaoker Hall, East, what in those days we
called East Parker. Parker was east and west.

TOB: Where did that room go?



ML: Well, if you look at Parker Hall today, on each eidhe building is a staircase, are you
familiar with that? That staircase was not therthbse days. Those are additions to the
building, and that'’s all that we lost is a staiea8ut when they made major renovations in that
building, oh | would say around maybe the middi@s®r even the late ‘60s, the building codes
required an external staircase. Prior to thasthgcases were in the building. And my room,
this room that | occupied for three and a half gesas at the end of the old building. And in
constructing the addition to East Parker, that recas done away with so it doesn’t exist. So
you can’t go and say Lindholm lived here any more.

TOB: So, working in the dining services, you worked B John Bertram Hall? Were you a
waiter or a bus ...?

ML: Yes, yes, | was a waiter for three years, | wasadtwaiter for one year.
TOB: So you worked with Muskie then?

ML: Oh yeah, yes. He was a waiter there, too.

TOB: Tell us about being a waiter. It's a very differeiming experience than students have
now. Students would come in for dinner, sit dowd gou would serve them just like a
restaurant?

ML: That's right.

TOB: They could order different things?

ML: No, no, there was a standard meal, everybody wasd¢he same meal. But they were
served by a waiter, white linen table cloths, limapkins, much more formal experience than
you guys have now.

TOB: What was the food like?

ML: Oh, we thought it was good, we were getting thrpease meals a day. A lot of people in
those days weren’t. We were fortunate.

TOB: Now did everyone who lived on campus eat in théndimall?

ML: Yes, there were two dining halls, you know, onerfan and one for women. There was
a dining hall in Rand Hall where the women ate.

TOB: And could everyone fit in there at once?

ML: No, they had two servings. Probably three quadées hour apart, or something like
that.

RC: Now, you became involved in a lot of activities whgu came to Bates. Student council
and so forth.



ML: Yes, | did.

RC: Did you have some sort of political awakening ansthing like that because you get
involved in something other than sports?

ML: No, but | was an active undergraduate studentahltivas president of my class, junior
and senior year. And | was president; | was orsthdent council for three and a half years.
The student council in those days was a significagrs governing student body, organization.
And | was also president of two other organizatio®@ne was called the athletic council which
in those days ran the athletic program of the gelleAnd the athletic council was made of, as |
remember, three or four students, a couple of facnémbers, the athletic director, and three
alumni, that was the athletic council and they wesponsible for the athletic program. And |
was in my senior year president of that organiratiected by the male student body. And then
there were also in those days the YMCA and the YWIater became the CA, the Christian
Association, later became the Campus AssociatWhat it is now | don’t know but it was, in
those days the Campus Association was pretty mesponsible for the extracurricular life of the
campus. The YMCA was essentially a religious grang | was president of that.

| was involved. | said at the time, | was prestdaifour major campus organizations which was
unusual. In fact, | was told by the then dearhefdollege, Harry Rowe, that | couldn’t do that,
that it was against the rules of the college toehaere than two major organizations. And that
was all right with me. And | told him, okay, | Widive up the presidency of the student council
because the student council the year before hatbtedf problems, disagreeable things and | ...

RC: It still does.

ML: Does it? And so | wasn't terribly anxious to be tiead of that organization. But Harry
Rowe, and | said | would, Harry Rowe said, you tamé need you in that position so you can’t
resign from it. Then | says, well, I'll give updlpresidency of the YMCA. And the then faculty
advisor of that organization who was a man callag-RProfessor Rayborn Zerby, Professor
Zerby, said you can’t, we need you as the healdatfdrganization. And | refused to resign as
president of the class. That was a distinctionamtionor that the classmates had bestowed
upon me that | was not willing to forego. And fuged to give up the presidency of the athletic
association. So | wound up with all four of them.

TOB: Now, was Muskie, what was your major interactiottmiluskie? Were you friends
with him, did you meet him straight off for yourdt year? Well, he came your second year.

ML: Yeah, he came when | was a sophomore. | didn'tagewvell acquainted with Muskie

until he became a member of the student councikiwie did | think as a junior, maybe as a
sophomore. Yeah, | think he was student counesigdent, uh, member for three years, his
sophomore, junior and senior years, so | would ansvn him for two years. And we became
good friends. When | was president of the studenncil he was the secretary-treasurer of the
student council. And he was obviously an outstagdiudent and smarter than all of the rest of
us and in fact, he was sort of my ghost writewak president, he was secretary, and if | needed



to make some kind of a statement to the student,b@balways go to Ed Muskie and ask him
to write it. So he was very active, very promingnstudent affairs. And | considered him a
good friend. We didn’t pal around together mucbause there was, you know, a difference in
our class. My friends were, close friends, werenmotates and classmates, you know. But he
also roomed on the top floor of East Parker Hallws had that proximity and saw each other.

TOB: What was he like socially?

ML: Oh, he was a good guy. He was quiet, reticentemely able, well liked, not
exceptionally popular as an undergraduate but popufie was president of his class as you
know. | was amazed when | resigned as presidethieastudent council, because | was a senior
and graduating, | think everybody expected thawiadld be elected president, but he wasn't.
The president was a guy by the name of Bob Saunaedshe then became vice president of the
student council. To be on the student council prabably the most prestigious role that one
could play on campus at that time and I'm surpriged Muskie didn’t make it. But you had to
be elected to that office of course.

RC: You say you and Muskie didn’t chum around ...
ML: No, we didn't.

RC: ... what did people do to chum around at Batebattime? Like, what were some of the
free time activities that people partook in on gutar basis?

ML: Well, if you were involved in extracurricular adties, that was somewhat time
consuming. And you’d horse around as studenttiesetdays, | suppose, to a degree. You were
limited in what you could do because nobody hadraogey. As an example, to improve
conditions in the dining hall, you know . . . Someds they got a little bit rowdy and what not
and kids’ manners weren’t the best. And there weevgitting at tables with white table cloths
and linen napkins and stuff, and they instituteddaa of having a person sit at the head of the
table and serve students. So the waiters wouldlni the food and it would be a dish of

mashed potatoes, let's say, and a dish of meaa aigh of, and maybe you do this at home, your
father served. And these were tables of eightt t@Bbe at the head of the table, you would be
paid fifty cents a week. And those were desirgdibs. Fifty cents a week. That's hard to
believe, isn't it? And they’d pay you at the erfidhe semester. So at the end of the semester
which was what, how many weeks, ten weeks? Yoatdige bucks. Five dollars, that's a lot

of money. So ...

TOB: How far would fifty cents go?

ML: Well, you could buy an ice cream cone for a niclgely could go to the movies for ten
cents.

RC: Were there many things that students could do widten? How was Lewiston different
back then?



ML: Well, there was not much involvement on the padtatients in community affairs and
city affairs, and I think it was largely a reflemti of the economy. We were pretty much
confined to the campus. Nobody had any automab#iesl you'd go downtown, you’d walk or
you’'d ride the streetcar.

TOB: There was a streetcar?

ML: Haven't you heard about the figure eight?

TOB: No.

ML: Oh, well, you should know about the figure eighgtts an institution. There was a
trolley car that came down Campus Avenue, rightd@ampus Avenue, made the turn onto
College Street, went downtown across the bridgelenaaloop in Auburn and came back across
the bridge and went down Lisbon Street and up Btreet, up to Campus Avenue. That's why
it was called the figure eight. It made a loo,dike a figure eight. That cost a nickel.

TOB: That was fairly expensive for a trolley ride, fauy nickel.

ML: So you were limited. What I'm saying is you weretpy much limited in what you could
do by the fact that nobody had any money.

RC: Were town-gown relations just as bad then as theyaw?
ML: | don’t recall that there was any problems in thdags, none.
RC: Just a lack of maybe involvement.

ML: Yeah, | think so. | think people in Lewiston, thegre having a hard time, a lot of
unemployment, and the kids were having a hard tiowe,

RC: Comparatively speaking, even though it was the Bgpon and so forth, was Bates still
considered a wealthy institution?

ML: No.

RC: Not like it is today?

ML: No, no, it was rather considered, and | don’t kdmw you would compare this with other
institutions in those days, as a poor institutiomas poor. There was no affluence, any

evidence of affluence at all.

RC: Did a lot of, did most of the student body comarfrmore privileged backgrounds or
varying degrees, or?



ML: No, I'd say that very few students came from afiiieackgrounds. | suppose there was a
wealthy class in those days, but it was extremeilglls Bates in those days was not as
prestigious an institution as it has become andday. It's interesting that the prestigious
institutions in New England, and New England themaw, was thought of the acme of higher
education. The prestigious institutions were ihgle sex colleges. It was Harvard and Yale
and Dartmouth and Amherst and Williams and Wesleyathe one hand, and Smith and Mt.
Holyoke and Radcliff and Vassar on the other haRdere were only, among the private
institutions, three coeducational schools, that Baigs, Colby and Middlebury. And it was
much more prestigious to go to one of the singkeiisgtitutions in those days than to go to a
coeducational college.

TOB: How did you find living in Lewiston after living ilValtham?

ML: We've lived in Lewiston now for fifty-three years.

TOB: So you obviously liked it.

ML: We had a good living here.

TOB: You were coming from outside of Boston, and youwnpretty cosmopolitan place,
pretty, you know, it was the Depression, but comipgo Lewiston which I’'m sure was very,
very ...

ML: I didn't find life, | had a better life here at Batthan | had at home. You know, we had a
hard time having enough money, having enough foothe table. | got three square meals a
day, good meals, too, you know, here. So I diint life much different here, maybe better
than | had at Waltham.

TOB: How much did you get paid as a waiter and then mestér, a week?

ML: You got paid, you didn’t get any cash. You gotdday receiving credit for, depending on
how much you worked, half board or full board.other words, if you worked as a waiter,
depending upon how many hours you worked, youtdeeiget credit for the cost of your meals
full or half. The same thing was true with youomo. Now | was, the last two years that | was in
East Parker Hall, | was a proctor and | got my rdonfree, no cash.

RC: What was the enrollment of Bates back then? Wasetlly large school?

ML: | think about half the size of the present enrofitnabout eight hundred.

RC: So it wasn't that small, | mean, it still had a dateal of people.

ML: Oh yeah.

TOB: What other kind of social activities were thereZr@/the football games popular, were
there dances or anything like that?



ML: Yeah, | can remember football games at which tixene ten to fifteen thousand people at
Garcelon Field. The field was surrounded with gstands, both end zones.

TOB: Would Bates win, ever?

ML: Oh, sure. We had a good team.

TOB: Actually that's true, | remember ...

ML: | played on a team that played Yale to a scoredesee.

TOB: Yeah, that was the heyday of Bates football tea¥fau beat U Maine that year, right, in
the state championship?

ML: Two out of the three years that | . . . We hadHrean football, you know, freshmen were
not eligible yet. You had freshmen teams, so yida'tlbecome eligible for varsity football until
you were a sophomore. But two out of the threes/tat | played, we beat Maine.

TOB: And Colby and Bowdoin?

ML: Well, my recollection is, we beat Colby both yednm, the last two years | know.
Bowdoin | think beat us once and then we beat thece.

TOB: There was one year when you won the state chantpmnghich was a big deal back
then it seems.

ML: Yes, it was.

TOB: It seems that there was a lot more coverage ihégston paper of Bates activities than
there is now.

ML: There certainly was.

TOB: It seems like now all you hear about in the Surridalus negative things that will seem
embarrassing to the college, and anything positoesn’t get put into the paper. But back then
it seems like they were really proud to have Batdswiston and that it was part of the
community.

ML: 1think that's true. Certainly the newspaper caggr was much better in those days, and
the coverage of sports was a lot better in thel loeaspaper than it is today. Prior to a game,
there would be pictures of the opposing team, ttidre pictures of the Bates team, there would
be write-ups of the game. And then after the gamaeh the same. I've been turning pages here,
you asked about the dining hall and there’s a pectu here somewhere of the dining hall staff. |
thought it would be interesting to you.



RC: Speaking of which, what was Muskie like in thattsdrsetting, working? He worked
under you | suppose for awhile.

ML: Well, in a sense he did because | was a head waltleough | think he became a head
waiter in his senior year.

RC: He did.

ML: There was another interesting rule at that tima, you could not be employed by the
college when you were a senior. And that was sintgpbive, to spread the jobs around. |
suppose they figured that if you got to be a sesiomehow you'd be able to pay your bills, you
know, without work. And the only job that was dahie to students on the campus was the head
waiter in the dining hall, and that was only foe first semester of your senior year. So |

worked, | was fortunate to be able to work thet fivalf of my senior year. And | think that was
true of Ed Muskie, too. But, | don’t see a pictuge ahead.

RC: You have one of the best quotes I've heard, | tivinthke yearbook, described as a, | guess
a, the description of you in the yearbook, in resaoto that you said, apparently my Waltham
reputation as a two time ...

ML: I've never known quite, see, | didn’t get a paridely good write up in the yearbook here.
For example, under the student council, let me fiivad, it should be right in the beginning here,
yeah, “the 1934-35 student council was typicalcitive.” This is the write up in the yearbook.
“Some effort was made to supervise Sunday tennth®campus.” We were not permitted to
play tennis on Sundays. “And the council organitedinteresting mayoralty campaign in
which Frank O’Neil was elevated to the positiom@dyor of Bates. The council tried but failed
to have the constitution of the mens assembly aswknililton Lindholm was a popular leader.”
That's the extent of the write up. And the eddbthis Mirror and | were not good friends. And
where they got that quote about, you know, they | was chosen what, the most popular man
on the campus, and then they said something apowijuoted it as my Waltham reputation
hadn’t caught up with them.

RC: | thought you said that.

ML: No. No, I think they said that, didn’t they?
RC: Oh, that changes the whole color of it.

ML: | think that's the way it was.

RC: As a two timer even.

ML: As atwo timer, yeah.

RC: My Waltham reputation as a two timer.



ML: Yeah, and | don’'t know what was meant by that, koow. Because | didn’t have any
reputation when | came up here, from Waltham paldity. They were interested in me
somewhat as a football player, but in those dagyg thdn’t recruit the way they do now. | was
recruited by the University of New Hampshire, whista sort of an interesting story. Both years
that | was out of college, between high school esltége, | had applied and had been accepted
at the University of New Hampshire. But the fanglygcumstances were such that there was no
way that | could go to college in either of thoa® tyears. So I'd been out of school a couple of
years, well, you're right about this apparenthgafls) “ my reputation as a two timer hasn’t
reached Bates.” That makes it sound like it wgaa@e from me, right?

RC: Butit wasn't?
ML: No, I'd never say anything like that. A lot of $hétuff is made up, be sure, be sure.
TOB: So football was popular. Everyone would go to letis&ll games and ...

ML: My, my junior year we played Harvard and Dartmounly, sophomore year we played
Yale, my senior year we played Harvard ...

TOB: Did you win?

ML: ... and lvy League football in those days was t& bootball that was being played in the
United States, Ivy League, and you know what anlleggue is of course. | had a thought, so,
you know, we had scoreless tie against Yale, uebalfile. That was an interesting experience
for ...

TOB: Did you play at Garcelon Field?
ML: No, we played at Yale Bowl. | don’'t know how mucshould go into this stuff . . .?
TOB: We've got time.

ML: You gottime? We went to New Haven by Pullman mbee We were bussed to Portland,
got on the train Thursday night, we were in New éfaearly Friday morning. Friday afternoon,
we were in the Yale Bowl for the usual pre-gaméruttions and what not. And the coach,
whose name was David Morey, a very unique perdtar,\&@e had done the usual things like
running down under kicks and passes and runnirmgitiir some plays and so forth, preliminary
to the game the following day, suggested that e the next fifteen minutes and go up into the
stands of the Yale Bowl. The Yale Bowl seats gighbusand people ...

RC: This is in ‘34 that this happened?

ML: ... thisisin ‘32, to become acclimated. Here had played most of our games on
Garcelon Field, and here we were in the Yale Botwid he was afraid that if we walked into
the Yale Bowl on Saturday at the game that it wanddan awesome occasion. So go up in the
stands, and then he says come back and we’ll agsemlithe fifty yard line for some very last



minute instructions. | was standing beside a switstfullback by the name of Bob Dylan. And
as the coach was speaking to us, | saw Bob Dyl#nthis expression on his face, he looked like
this. And then | heard him in sort of a stage whissay, there’s nothing like this in Machias. |
think that’s funny, don’t you? And he was so sheceGod, he said, there’s nothing like this in
Machias. You know, you could have put the popaftabf Machias, Maine into the Yale Bowl
twenty times. Well anyway, that ended up a sceeetie. We played Dartmouth for fourteen to
nothing, they beat us, they scored both their tdaams, one at the end of the first half and one
at the end of the second half. They had much mmargpower than we did.

TOB: What position did you play?

ML: | played center. And we played Harvard and, yoovknvery presentable scores. We
were in the ball game throughout. The next year ..

End of Sde One
Sde Two

ML: ... that's enough about Bates and football, | guess

RC: | have a question. You say that you had quitenea&sociations with Muskie even if you
didn’t chum around, you still had interactions wiiim.

ML: Oh yes, we had student council meetings every \peakably, every other week. We met
in the john at the top floor of East Parker freglyenl was in his room, he was in my room. He,
his junior year he roomed with a guy who was sonawifia friend of mine by the name of Joe
Biernacki and, another Polish guy, and who wasrg geod friend of Muskie’s. If you ever, he
could tell you a lot about the personal side of kieishe lives in Connecticut. Joe Biernacki.

RC: How would you characterize Muskie’s general demeaidas he a really loud,
extraverted type of person, very shy?

ML: No, he was shy, somewhat reticent, very articuldteu know, he didn’t, he had friends, |
don’t know that he dated at all at Bates.

RC: What was dating like at Bates? Was it really comymtid everybody have a girlfriend or
a boyfriend?

ML: | married a Bates student, and that was not uncamimthose days. Itisn’'t, you
establish relationships and it's not uncommon lat al

TOB: Do you remember any stories about Ed during cojlaggthing that sticks out in your
mind, anything that's particularly indicative of athhe was like?

ML: No I don’t, unfortunately. | was, prior to comihgre | was giving it some thought and,
no. Of course he was an exceedingly good debatkel bad no particular interest in debating, so
| didn’t have that association.



RC: You were both exceedingly good students and ...

ML: Well, he was ghi beta kappa, you know, he was, we didn’t have it in those dayshe
was a four point student. No question about thatas not far from being that.

RC: Did you ever sit and have any really academic aocbnversations with ...?

ML: No, not with Ed.

RC: Not with Ed?

ML: No.

TOB: Was he a very neat person?

ML: Yeah, | guess so.

RC: Would you say your, just from being in student caliand so forth together, would you
say your political ideas agreed? Did you find yalirin agreement with a lot of things he felt
about...?

ML: Yeah, and there wasn’t a whole lot of conversaitiotmhose days amongst students about
the state or the national political situationhihk probably among the debaters there were
because they debated topics, you know, that wéseamt to the political economic situation in
those days. But | never had much conversation Rdtlabout things of that sort.

RC: Now, you weren't on the debate team?

ML: No, no, | had no particular interest in that.

RC: Tell me about some of the professors that taugBasds at that time. Was there anybody
that was particularly influential to you, that yddike to mention their name, maybe?

ML: Ohyes. Well, the person who was the head of &padment in which | majored was
Rayborn Zerby who was a relatively young profesgmt, out of graduate school at that time, but
who became dean of the faculty before he retivead he stayed at Bates for thirty, forty years
or so. In fact he performed our wedding, Raybuenoy did, so we were ...

TOB: Was he a minister or a justice of the peace ...?

ML: No, he was a clergyman and, although he, | domikthe ever had a church. He was a
professor of religion and was entitled to have arch. He was probably an ordained clergyman,
and he may have had a church for a year or twe fwibis coming to Bates, | don’t know. He
came, he went to the University of Chicago, | knemj he was a very learned man. He was |
think by far, even in my day as a young man, prbbtie best read, most learned man on the



faculty, Rayburn Zerby was. But then there welat af characters among the faculty that we
became attached to. Have you heard about Goos&seCh

TOB: No.

ML: George M. Chase, there’s a biography of him inlittrary. He was a professor of
classical languages, essentially Greek. He wasdhef the second president of Bates.
President Chase, and his son whom we called Gdesmuse he looked like a goose, had a
beak, and everybody called him Goosey. All thdgssors had nicknames in those days
anyway. This yearbook was dedicated to a guy bynime of Paul Bartlett, and he was known
as, by the students as Sleepy Joe because hegllgdell asleep while he was delivering
lectures. Paul, Paul [Burroughs] Bartlett. Thees professor of government who was highly
respected by the name of R. R. N. Gould, knowih¢ostudents as Pa Gould. Uncle George
[Erwin] Ramsdell in the math department. And hthour relationships, | can’t say this with a
certainty, but because of the size of Bates anditteeof the faculty in those days, | think we
were probably closer to faculty, our relationshigse closer than they may be today.

TOB: Tell us a little bit about chapel in the morning/hat was that like?

ML: Chapel, required chapel, six days a week. Six daysek, including Saturdays. We had
classes on Saturdays in those days, you know.

TOB: Full day of class?

ML: Saturday mornings. You know, you took five counsethose days, you guys what, take
four, or three? We took five, so you usually, yeahedule worked out to be three hours on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and two hours ondayss Thursdays and Saturdays. So you
arranged your schedule in such a way that younedsy noon time on Saturdays. Chapel, the
first class was at twenty minutes of eight, sexatids, you used to try to avoid having seven
forties because that was pretty early in the mgrniNever bothered me because | was working
in the dining hall and | had to be there at siXat& in the morning. And the first period ran
from seven forty to eight forty. Chapel was fromghe forty to nine, then the classes were on the
hour, nine, ten, eleven.

It was called chapel but except for Wednesdaysresémber, the programs were pretty secular
in nature, they were more in the nature of asseslttian chapel. Wednesday was always
thought of as a religious service. And we werainegl to be in attendance, they took attendance
in the chapel. There were monitors up in the batand when | was a student, those monitors
were faculty members. They were up there withadiisg chart and they indicated whether you
were in attendance or not. One of the famoud, farsous pastimes was for a student to, if you
couldn’t go, you'd find a student who had not babsent much to sit in your place, because all
these monitors could see was the back of your hadishey probably wouldn’t recognize the
back of your head and they’d call you present. \But were permitted so many absences, cuts
as we called them in those days, and this wasofrakass attendance also.



Class attendance was mandatory. You were permittgou had a three hour course, three
absences in the semester, that’s all. If you hiaebehour course, you had two absences, two
cuts, and a record was kept of that. One of mg'wibbs, part time jobs when our kids were
growing up, they couldn’t get anybody else to dovis to be in charge of what they called the
cut book. And on the, in the registrar’s officesnthis book with a page for every student and on
that page was recorded that student’s absencescfes® or from chapel. And if you exceeded
the allotted number of cuts, there was a pendiyd the penalty in those days, instead of what
we call four point, three point ratios, there westgat they called quality points. And if you
absented yourself more than the number allotted yere denied certain quality points which
had an effect upon your academic average. Somaale sure you went to class and you went to
chapel.

RC: Was Bates very cliquey back then, did athletes terithng out with athletes, some of the
more academic students hanging out with the madeaic students, everybody had sort of a
circle of friends would you say?

ML: Yeah, I think that is an accurate descriptionhimk of my roommates, | had three
roommates, one of them was, all three of them \iaotball players; one of them was an end,
one of them was a quarterback - two of them weds.eMy best friend was my senior year
roommate who was an exceedingly good football plajy junior year a substitute quarterback
who was a fine student, who was also active igi@lis affairs, who became the youngest dean
of the Chicago Divinity School. So my roommategeveeople that | had something in common
with.

RC: What clique would you say Muskie belonged to?

ML: | would say, except for Joe Biernacki who was g \ggrod friend of his and who also was
a very good football player, big guy, his friendsihk were more academically oriented. They
were probably the debaters. Debating in those dagsvery important, very prominent. They
had exceedingly good debate teams, as they do.totlay perennial debate coach, the speech
coach, Brooks Quimby was, you know, the best ircthentry. He had that reputation. He made
great demands on the student debaters.

RC: Once you finished Bates, did you follow Muskie'dipcal career at all?

ML: Yeah, of course he went to law school, Cornell, lame@stablished a practice, all this that
you know, in Waterville. My first job out of Bategas to be a teacher-coach up at a private
school here in Maine called Kent's Hill, you knot® ilt's up, twenty miles from here. And
that’s when he was in law school so we didn’t haneeh contact then. Then, for seven years |
became a book salesman. | worked for a publisbamgpany that published educational
textbooks and | was here in Maine. My customensvgehool superintendents and school
principals and so forth, so | traveled a great de#tie state of Maine. And at that time Muskie
had established his law office in Waterville. Seemever | was in Waterville we’'d get together
and have lunch and chat, visit. And when he beagornernor he used to stop in here, ring the
doorbell, come in and stretch out his legs and ...



TOB: This house?

ML: ... yeah, and visit.

TOB: Do you remember any, what you talked about or hewhanged?
RC: How he changed, yeah.

ML: No, I think, you know, | think, you know everybogyedicted big things for Ed Muskie
even in his student days. And it was, he waseadlly guy and we had that kind of a
relationship so that he could, if he was in Lewish@ usually rang the doorbell and would come
in and visit.

RC: Did you support him as governor? When he was canjpey?

ML: Yeah, and of course his campaign, and you knowetttesgs, was pretty much run by
Frank Coffin and John Donovan, and John Donovanaya®fessor here at that time. Frank
Coffin was practicing law in Lewiston at that tim&o we all became very much interested in it
because there had not been a Democratic govembityoyears or something of that sort.
Maine was predominantly Republican and not manylgegave Muskie much of a chance.

RC: That brings up another question for me, going lzalittle ways, was Bates a
predominantly Republican school would you say, as\t more left of center?

ML: Idon’t know. And when | was a student here andrafards, | don’t know what the

political affiliations were of faculty people and ®rth. Pa Gould, who was the professor of
government, people always speculated and he wawdrmreveal in his class lectures and
discussions what party he was most intereste@®é@uople used to speculate as to whether he was
a Democrat or a Republican.

RC: Didn’'t he used to joke that he was a Communistthelmdy told me that.

ML: Did he? | don’t remember that. He was far frormgea Communist, though, but he may
have, because everybody knew he wasn’'t he mayrhade some remarks about it.

TOB: How would you characterize Muskie as a politiciakfowing him as he developed after
college and . . .

ML: Well, he must have been a pretty good politicianwas elected, what, to the state
legislature a couple of times and became the niin@ader as a very young man. Of course the
legislature was dominated by Republicans, but hetiva leader of a minority, and so he must
have been respected by Democrats. And then o§edwe became a candidate for the
governorship and he was elected the first time,thad reelected, so he must have been a pretty
good politician. And then, | don’t think he eveasvin Congress except as a senator, was he?

RC: He was just a senator.



ML: Yeah, he ran for the Senate and was reelectedtires, | think he served three terms, he
was reelected twice. |think he served three tenow that’s eighteen years, right? And so, but
| think | would characterize Muskie more as a saian than as a politician.

TOB: What do you mean by that?

ML: Well, he stood for the right things in my book, Isure ...

TOB: Which were?

ML: Well, clean air, clean, you know, environment And he came from a very poor
background, he was interested in the distributionwealth in this country. He stood for things

that | certainly stood for. | was raised in a Raman family but it wasn’t long before | became
a Democrat.

RC: In retrospect, if you could think, | mean, you ¢fue opportunity to see him in college
when he was green, as a freshman wandering araumdork atmosphere in college, you got to
see him and know him as a politician or a statesasayou put it; if you could think of two or
three words that most aptly describe or illustrab@t Muskie was about, what would they be?

ML: Well, certainly you’d have to describe him as hyginitellectual, you would have to
describe him as, in his student days as beingieusgthard working student. And | would say
those attributes carried on after he got out degel and went to graduate school and became a
government official. He was, as I've said befdre was on the quiet side as an undergraduate.
He was a very effective speaker.

TOB: A very effective speaker.

ML: Yeah, affable, friendly, smart, a good guy.

TOB: Just in conclusion, what do you think was Musklatggest contribution to the state?

ML: To the state?

TOB: Yeah.

ML: And to the nation?

TOB: Just to the state.

ML: Well, I would say probably that he made the statélane into a two party system, which
| think is very important. The Republicans neederhpetition, they ran things pretty much as
they wanted to. And here was a guy who came amigly you know, opposed many of the

things, and successfully opposed. | would saywlmatld be his biggest contribution. There’s a
famous quote of Muskie’s that said when he wagsetiegovernor you could put the whole



Democratic party in a phone booth and there’d laespeft over, or something like that. You
know, Democrats didn’'t amount to anything. And lye must have, by the, just by the strength
of his personality and his intellect, convinced Yogers of the state of Maine that he was the
guy, that it was time for a change. | think thag/im, | would classify that as, you know, as far
as his legislative program in the state, | cantha time think of, there’d be other people who
would be much more aware of that. Some of the leaibat you've interviewed who were more
closely allied to the whole political process.

TOB: All right, excellent. Thank you very much.

End of Interview
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