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HOW TO KEEP PARISH RECORDS

Every Parish and Mission should keep three books or sets of books. The CHURCH REGIS-
TER is kept by the Rector; the MINUTE BOOK by the Clerk of the Vestry; the FINANCIAL
ACCOUNT BOQCKS by the Treasurer.  All three are to be open to all proper parties at all times.

The CHURCH REGISTER contains the vital records of the Parish, and is legal evidence as to
births, marriages, and burials. It is to be examined by the Bishop at his annual visitation. The records

mediately upon performance of any office, by the minister himself. The Marriage

should be entered 7
Record should invariably be signed by each of those parties specified in the Canon.  [In the larger Regis-
ters, the Marriagz Register constitutes a second volumel.

All permanent entries should be recorded in black ink. Temporary Memoranda as to Communie
cants and Families—as "can't find," "ceased to communicate," etc., if made, should be in pencil as easy to
erase and not proper as matter of permanent record. No name should ever be erased or scratched. Every
name, once entered, must be accounted for in the Register.  Where communicants are transferred to an-
other Parich, enter "transferred to A. B." with date. I Letter of Transfer is not issued, enter "removed
o A. B It is wise in such instances, to apprise the Rector of the parish into which such parlies have
moved.

A new name entered on any page should also be entered in the Index. The Index should refer
te each page upon which any name is entered for any purpose.

The List of Families entered in the Appendix is also required by canon, though not properly a
part of the Parish Register. It is bound together with the smaller Registers in order to save the expense
and trouble of keeping two books.

:Suitable blanks and certificates for Martiage, Letters of Transfer, Application for Baptism and other

offices, Blanks for Family Recosd, etc. may be obtained from the Publishers of this Register.
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THE CANONICAL
MARRIAGE REGISTER

COMPILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

The Canon on Marriage and Divorce, enacted in 1904,
for the governance of the Church in the
United States of America.

BEING VOLUME II OF
“The Canonical Church Register.”

MILWAUKEE, WIS.:
THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN COMPANY
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CANON OFI' MARRIAGE. AND DIVORCE.

ENACTED BY THE CENERAL CONVENTION OF 1904. IN EFFECT ON AND AFTER
JANUARY 1, 1905.

§ 1. Munisters of this Church shall be careful to secure the observance of the law of the State
governing the civil contract of marriage in the place where the service shall be performed.

§ 2. [il] No Minister shall solemnize a marmiage except in the presence of at least two witnesses.

[i] Every Minister shall without delay formally record in the proper register the name, age, and
cesidence of each party. Such record shall be signed by the Minister who solemnizes the marriage, and,
if practicable, by the married parties, and by at least two witnesses of the marrage.

§ 3. No Minister, knowingly after due inquiry, shall solemnize the marriage of any person who
has a divorced husband or wife still living, if such husband or wife has been put away for any cause arising
after marriage. But this canon shall not be held to apply to the innocent party in a divorce for adultery;
provided, that before the application for such remarriage a period of not less than one year shall have elaps-
ed, after the granting of such divorce; and that satisfactory evidence touching the facts in the case, includ-
ing a copy of the Court’s Decree, and Record if practicable, with proof that the defendant was personally
served or appeared in the action, be laid before the Feclesiastical Authority, and such Ecclesiastical Author-
ity, having taken legal advice thereon, shall have declared in writing that in his judgment the case of the
applicant conforms to the requirements of this canon; and, Prowided further: That it shall be within the
discretion of any Minister to decline to solemnize any marriage.

§ 4. If any Minister of this Church shall have reasonable cause to doubt whether a person de-
sirous of being admitted to Holy Baptism, or to Confirmation, or to the Holy Communion, has been mar-
ried otherwise than as the Word of God and discipline of this Church allow, such Minister, before receiv-
ing such person to these ordinances, shall refer the case to the Bishop for his godly judgment thereupon:
Provided, however, That no Minister shall in any case refuse these ordinances to a penitent person i

immmnent danger of death.




HOW TO USE THE MARRIAGE REGISTER

The Canon governing the use of this Register will be found on the preceding page. It is required
that each entry "shall be signed by the Minister who solemnizes the marriage, and, if practicable, by the
married parties, and by at least two witnesses of the marriage."

A convenient way to secure these signatures, will be to have the Marriage Register, lying open
at the appropriate page, resting on a table standing in the Church Porch, pen, ink, and writing conveniences
being also provided. The preliminary entries prior to the signatures should have been made in advance.
As the bridal party passes out of the Church, they should be stopped as they pass the table, and the
signatures should then and there be affixed. The bride, signing first, should append her full signature,
thus: “Mary Flisabeth (]ones) Smith," her maiden name being within the parentheses. The signaturc of
the groom will follow, then those of "at least two witnesses.! Space is provided in the Register for the
signatures of eight witnesses. The officiating minister should sign last of all, immediately after he has
returned from the vestry, and before the Register has been removed from the table.

Detailed instructions should have been given to the Bridal party in advance, as to order and place
of signatures and as to the style of the signature of the Bride; and an usher or aitendant should have the
custody of the Register and the table which supports it, continuously, before, during, and after the solemni-
zation, until the Register is removed from the Church.

In the event of the marriage of any divorced person, according to the terms of the Canon, care
should be taken to enter the date of the decree granting such diverce, which must be "not less than one
year" prior to the time of this marriage ; and also the name of the Court which granted the decree. The
"eatisfactory evidence touching the facts in the case,” with "a copy of the Court’s decree, and Record if
practicable," and the "judgment" of the "Ecclesiastical Authority" "in writing," should in every instance be
carefully preserved among the Parish archives, unless the Ecclesiastical Authority in any Diocese may ar-

range (as would be wise) for the lodging and safe keeping of all such papers among diocesan archives.
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Date QM 4~ [ 6 Place /E: W L‘Luk w
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BRIDE
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!
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Yo (X9« Y D (lien (Qreddny Weoldds
SIGNATURE OF GROOM: SIGNATURE OF BRIDE:
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" [/ SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES:
'We, who have subscribed our names below, were {{Jithe¢$$¢$ of the marriage of the above named parties, at the place and time stated:
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SIGNATURE OF OFFICIATING MINISTER:
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SIGNATURE OF GROOM. SIGNATURE OF BRIDE:

Date J\'MM ”l | !b'.

SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES:
We, who have subscribed our names below, were {{Jitle¢$$¢s$ of the marriage of the above named parties, at the place and time stated:

&W&ff//m ?-:)"Wm

NATURE OF OFFICIATING MINISTER:
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Date Ypoee 7 Ve 2/ Place //M/ A %W 2
GROOM BRIDE .
(Sl Fptemre Cateng w2 Foa s 1
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B Ae bt s p |
Age Residence Age Residence L
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P
\Q\UJ Y SIGNATURE OF GROOM: SIGNATURE OF BRIDE:
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2 ; 7 .
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BACHEL.OR OR WIDOWER?

Date | } .

C" M’/ 1727/4

\,
1N
v N,

Age J 4 Residence | 7~
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f SIGNATURE OF GROOM.

& Foni

/ SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES:
We, who have subscribed our names below, were {{Jitne$s$es of the marriage of the above named parties, at the place and time stated:
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/ (20 A P P/ L LA
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SIGNATURE OF OFFICIATING MINISTER:

P (Spred o) B Sodeemen
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[ 2
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, su%; )

RE OF GROOM:

SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES
"We, who have subscribed our names below, were {{Jitf1¢$$e¢$ of the marriage of the above named parties, at the place and time stated:
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SIGNATURE OF BRIDE:

SIGNATURE OF OFFICIATING MINISTER:
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SIGNATURE OF GROOM. SIGNAT OF BRIDE:

S o i A W addut
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‘We, who have subscribed our names below, were {{Jiti¢$$es$ of the marriage of the above named parties, at the place and time stated:

W A
/M Lo prenzes.

Parents

SIGNATURE OF OFFICIATING MINI% R
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