State University of New York College at Buffalo - Buffalo State College
Digital Commons at Buffalo State

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church Papers The Monroe Fordham Regional History Center
[1900-1970] Digital Collections
1904

Book of Rememberance; 1904-

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany lutheran

Recommended Citation

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, "Book of Rememberance; 1904-" (1904). Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church Papers
[1900-1970]. 2.
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany_lutheran/2

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the The Monroe Fordham Regional History Center Digital Collections at Digital Commons at
Buffalo State. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church Papers [1900-1970] by an authorized administrator of Digital

Commons at Buffalo State. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu.


http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany_lutheran?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany_lutheran?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/monroe_fordham_regional_history_center?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/monroe_fordham_regional_history_center?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany_lutheran?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/bethany_lutheran/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu%2Fbethany_lutheran%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@buffalostate.edu




g - Church Now in New Location

s

Bethany Lutheran church, of which the Rev. J.
~E. Nelson is pastor, is now in its new location in
Hyde Park boulevard at Porter road, affer having
been moved from its old location at Ferry avenue
and Twenty-seventh street,

The church was moved on Wednesday. The
‘.route over wmm tha' wooden buﬂﬂing m «&ek%

. ; oS

To permit passage of the building it was nécessary
to remove telephone and electric light wires in

- some instances and at Pine avenue and Hyde Park

boulevard the traffic light signal had to be re-
moved.

Before > services are again held in the church al

inspection will be made to determine if the

aithe iauild&ngm damagsdinﬁhemb
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Out of the free-given toil of such men as these is evolving the
enlarged building that is to house the congregation of Bethany Lu-
theran Church at the new site, Hyde Park Boulevard and Porter Road,
Niagara Falls. Pastor Joshua E. Nelson, at right, is himself one of
the hardest workers. Elmer Johnson, 605 92d Streetf, is at the lefi
‘and Albert Olson, 205 69th Street, is in the center. [

Falls Church Being Rebuilt

M T e

On a Pay-As-You-Go Policy

Pastor and members donate labor, cash to
construct new Bethany Lutheran edifice

Courier-Ewpress Niagara Falls Burean

Niagara Falls, Aug. 2—There’ll
not be any heavy debt to worry
about when the present expansion
activities. of Bethany Lutheran
Church are completed. It will all
have been paid-for and worked-for
in full. :

For some years several of the
lay organizations have been con-
tributing their finances in this di-
| rection; John A. Anderson, 414
(72d Streef, contributed one of the
| lots for the location in Hyde Park;
sale' of the old site at Ferry Ave-
nue and 27th Street yielded some
| more working cash,
'y And the actual work is being
idone by the clergyman and men
| of the church. This honor roll in-
cludes besides Pastor Joshua E.
Nelson, William Eklof, Charles A.
Johnson, Theodore Pettitt, Fred
Olson, Charles Johnson, Elmer
Johnson and Albert Olson. Oscar
Munson is chairman of the build-
ing committes, -othar:ma_mbérs be-

money in the organ fund.
there’s another lot alongside

chairman;

Steinwall, treasurer; Mrs. J@?ﬁs{n
K, Nelson, Annette Johnson, Edith
Johnson, Herman Nelson,
Pearson, Everett Benson and L. P.
Olson.
To Be Greatly Enlarged
The basement is considerably
larger than the edifice; this will
make possible the building of a

 chancel, choir room and study for
‘the pastor. In the basement will

be a kitchen: as well as Sunday
school class rooms. The interior
is to be renovated, new siding is
to be placed on the outside and an

attractive front stairway is to be

built. _ Ry
This isn't the end of the plan-
ning' and financing in advance,
though. There's already some

which is being used, which vill |
take care of future expansion |
needs, i

Services, interrupted by :
of the edifice from ]




CONFIRMANDS OF BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

CLASS OF 1905
Henry Yngve
CLASS OF 1506

Victoria Bdlund ¥ngve ¢

* Arthur Ynpgve ‘
Theresa DahlgrennWheeler *
Osslan BRlixt 2/

* Doris Blixg
Elsa- Lindbergh -

CLASS OF 1910

Hildur Johnson
Augusta YngWe Flood

CLASS OF 1913

Lilly Johnson Babcock
Henry Johnson #

Fred Johnson

inna Odell

CLASS OF 1617

Fabel Carlson
* Carl Frid
George Frid
Albvin Johnson
Hazel Carlgon Martin
Florence Strom
Edith Ynpve
Emil Yngve

CLASS OF 192 y

Alice Johnson

Edith Johnson

Alice Larson

Anna Nordstrom Yackenzie
* Viola BSteele Nelson

Ellen Carlson Swetland

CLASS OF 1925

Evelyn Carlson Allen
Walter Carlson

Edgar Johnson

Arline Hartburg Justice
Mildred Frid Leinig

* Margaret Nelson f@@&@igzy

CLASS OF 1928

Rbea Hartburg Clark
Helen Olson
Futh Olson
Esther Olson Storin
Mabel Frid Williams

CLASS OF 1931

Eva Carleon Harvey
Sylvia Olson Aleksaviech
May Wheeler Short
Thelma Corlson Wetzel -
Stanley Thesler -

CLASS OF 1934

Hapold Ankenbaur
Robert Ankenbaur
Margaret Carlson
Carolyn Hartburg Nixzon
Geprge Pettitt

Arthur Sandstrom

CLASS OF 1936
Margaret Sandstrom
Norma Warren
Gloria Yngve

CLESS OF 1840

Marcella Peterson Johnson
Edna Lofstzdt
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CONFIRMATION CLASS—Members of the 1045

Confirtation Class of Bethany Lutheran church,
¢ Hyde Park boulevard and Porter road, are shown in
. the above photograph. -

Pictured above, ‘in the first row, from left fo

Photo by Kondo Stuﬂéb,*

right, are Janet Atkinson, Ann Johnson, Rev. J. E.
Nelson, pastor of the church, Martha Sandgren
and Betty Seaman. In the second row, from left
to right, are Riclard MacKenzie, John Petersen,
Esther Olsen, Gary Rink and Albert Messing,




Bethany Church |

Will Celebrate
50th Birthday

_ The Bethany' Lutheran Church,
Hyde Park and Porter Rd.. will re-

view its 50 vears of church activ-

ity at special services tomorrow
and Sunday.

Tomorrow night ‘a golden an-
niversary dinner will be held at

the church with T. I. Antonson, |
general chairman of the anniversary |

program. as toastmaster. The Rev.
Harris Willis and Carl Ericson. will
bring greetings from the congrega-
tion of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Buffalo, with which the Bethany
church has had close association.

The Rev. T. A. Gustafson, D.D.,
of East Orange, N. J., will deliver
the dinner address. Four charter
members of the'congregation, Mrs.
Swan Johnson, Mrs. Charles John-
son, Miss Bertha Viberg and Gust
Johnson, will receive special rec-
ognition.

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. the worship
service will be held with Bethany's
pastor, the Rev, J. E. Nelson, as
liturgist. The sermon topic,
“Golden Opportunities,” will! be
preached by Dr. Gustafson. The
senior choir will sing the anthem
“In the Quietness,” by Ellen June
Lorenz. The junior choir will sing
“Shepherd Divine.”

The anniversary service will be- ||

gin at 3:30 p.m. Sunday. At that
time Dr. Gustafson's message will

be *One Loung Look Ahecad.” !The ||

choir will sing the anthem “Praver
of Thanksgiving.” A quartet| ac-

rangement of “Praise Ye the Hath-|

er” by Charles Gounod will be
sung by, Mr. Antonson, Charles
Gierach, George Guinther and
George Ross. :

Pastors of the Jamestown district
will attend. A social hour in the
church basement will follow the
anniversary service.

H_




HISTORY
1904 1954
BETHANY IUTHERAN CHURCH

The first recorded visit of an Augustans
Synod representative for the purpose of con-
ducting services of worship in the Swedish
language, was student J. A. Nordling's visit
here while serving as student pastor in Buffalo
during the year 1903. Through the efforts of
Miss Bertha Viberg, who traveled to Buffalo to
worship in our church there, the first service
of worship was held in the home of Mr, an? Mrs.
Alfred Johmson, 1519 Vhirlpool Street. Uhen
Student Nordling returned to the seminary, Rev.
A. M, Benander, pastor of Immammel Lutheran
Church, Jamestown, New York, and president of
the Jamestoun District, made wisits to this
city because it was evident that services of
worship in their mother tongue were desired by
the Swedish speaking people.

In Jamuary 1904 the Swedish Evangelical
Lutheran Church Association was organized in
the home of lr. and Mrs. Swan Johnson, 523 1l9th
Street. The first officers of this association
were: Swan Carlson, chairman, Gust Johnson,
secrstary and Swan Johnson, treasursr. This
association was the forerunner to the organiza-
tion of the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Bethany
Church on August 16, 1904 in the German Evange-
lical Church on Michigan Avenue near Main Strest.
Four of the charter members, lrs. Annette Johnson,
Mrs. Serafia Swanson Johnson, Miss Bertha Viberg
and Mr, Cust Johnson, are still active members of
our church. Rev. J. 4. Nordling who after ordin-
ation became pastor of the Buffalo church
assisted in the organization, hence a petition
was sent to the Buffalo church for the privilege
of sharing his services.
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of Fast Orange, N. J., will deliver
the dinner, address. Four charter
members of the congregation, Mrs.
Swan JTohnson, Mrs. Charles John-
son, Miss Bertha Viberg and Gust
Johnson, will receive special rec-
ognition.

Sunday at 10:30 a:m. the worship
service will be held with Bethany's
pastor, the Rev. J. E. Nelson, as
liturgist. The sermon fopic,
“Golden Opportunities,” will be

{preached by Dr. Gustafson. The

senior choir will sing the anthem

“Shepherd Divine.”

gih at 3:30 p.m. Sunday.. At that
time Dr. Gustafson’s message will

rangement of “Praise Ye the Fath-
er” by Charles Gounod will be
sung by, Mr. Antonson, Charles
Gierach, George Guinther and
George Ross, ;

Pastors of the Jamestown district
will attend. A social hour in the
church basement will follow the
anniversary service.

Bethany Church l’

view its 50 years of church activ-|

Tomorrow night a golden an-
niversary dinner will ‘be held at
'the church with T. J. Antonson, |
general chairman of the armive:sary-f*
pragram, as toasimaster. The Rev. |
Harris Willis and Carl Ericson will |

church has had close association. |

“In the Quietness.,” by Ellen June |
Lorenz. The junior choir will sing ||

The anniversary service will be- ||
be “One Long Look Ahead.” The 1

choir will sing the anthem *Praver |
lof Thanksgiving.” A gquartet| ar-§

e



N P
i O

PO

lembers of, the 19
1y Lutheran chure
r road, are ShQWn

t row, from left

3

summer vacation in the service of the church
and in making a survey of the possibilities for
the future., Dr. F. V. Hanson, then president

of the New York Conference, together with the
congregation strongly urged the Mission Board to
place a full-time pastor in Niagara F,;lls since
the Sunday afternoon, twice a month, services of
worship by the Buffalo pastor were deemed
insufficient to warrant an Augustana church here.
As a result of the survey and persuasion the
Board called Rev, Joshua E, Nelson who accepted
the call and became Bethany's first full-time
pastor June 1, 1929, thereby severing our
connections with the Buffalo congregation,

On March 12, 1941, the decision was made at
a Congregational Meeting to purchase a lot on
Hyde Park Blvd, corner of Porter Road. The lot
next to it was donated to the Congregation by
Mr, J. A. Anderson, The Building Committee
began work immediately with plans to move the
church building from 27th Street to the new
location, The last service of worship in the
church at the 27th Street location was conduct-
ed Sunday, June 29, 1941 and the first service
of worship at the new location, Sunday July 30.
Through the willingness and generosity of the
membership, the building was moved and complete-
ly remodeled without going into debt, mmch of
the work was performed by the members and
friends. The Dedicatory Service was held June
27, 1943,

In 1945 the ladies! Ald purchased and gave
to the Church the lot on Hyde Park ajacent to
the lots already owned by Bethany together with
the lot on Porter Road bordering the corner lot.
In 1946 a fourth lot in the block on Hyde Park
was domated to the church by Carl and Ludwig
Laurier in memory of their parents.
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The growth of our congregation since relo-
cation, and especially the Sunday School,
brought. visions of the nesed for additional
building and in 1948 committees were appointed
to explore the possibiiities of building expan-
gion and raising of funds. Again the Ladies'
Aid came forth and purchased the final lot in
the block, the one at the cormer of Hyde Park
and Cleveland Ave., The deed for this lot was
pressnted to the Trustees in 1948, The Build-
ing Fund now totals $8618.83 cash plus Govern~
ment Bonds whosse present value 1s approximately

51136.20, and the expansion is still being explored.

In 1948 an amendment was made to the charter
of the church which changed the name to read
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, The use of
the Swedish language had been dropped for many
years,

Bethany Church has been remembered with
bequests in the wills of the following members:

Mr. A, G, Larson
Mrs, Elizabeth Selfert
Mrs, Hilda Allinson

The growth in the membership of the church
in the last twenty-five years is evidenced by
the increase in membership, as shown below:

Total membership December 31, 1929 89
n ‘December 31, 1940 1003
o " December 31, 1953 208%

#Adult members and children.

Bethany has received no lMission monetary
support since 1933, It has met all of its
financial obligations to the General Body,

5

Conference, Church and Missions, It has sup-
ported generously Lutheran liorld Action Offer-
ings, Upsala College Chapel Fund and Seminary
Building Fund. In 1943, during its remodeling
and relocation program, it subseribed $1225 to
the Augustana Centennial Thanks Offering. Dur-
ing the current year $1380 was subscribed to the
Advance For Christ program. Boxes have been
packed and shipped periodically to the Lutheran
World felief.

On November 3, 1929 at the Twenty-Fifth
Ammiversary Celebration, Pastor Nelson presented
& brief Historical sketch which included these
statements: "This our Twenty-Fifth Anniversary
Celebration with the evident enthusiasm that
prevails, encourages your pastor, I dare
prophecy, that by the grace and power of the
Lord, we love and serve, even Jesus Christ, the
twenty-five years of labor and prayers expended
upon this field will yield as results a harvest
that shall prove the promised hundredfold re-
turns." "let us hope and pray and labor to the
end that the half century celebration may be one
to gladden the hearts of all -~ a congregation
worthy to represent the labors of the past and of
the next twenty-five years; a well equipped, if
not large, churchj........" The last twenty-
five years have covered periods of finaneial
depression and prosperity, years of devastation
and wars and still the harvest has proved the
pramised hundredfold returns. The "well
equipped, if not large, church" clearly needs
extension in order that the youth program may
contime to grow so that the next anniversary
celebration may include in its history hundred-
fold returns to a praying and laboring congre-
gation,
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CHART:R __MEMBERS

(According to the Mimtes of Neetings)

Arvid Aschan
Serafia Carlson

Mr., and Mrs. Swan Carlson
Mp, and Mrs. Carl Hermanson

Gust Johnson
Reinhold Johnson

Mr, and Mrs. Swan Johnson
Mr, and Mrs. Edward Larson
Mr. and Mrs. John Munson

Herman Nelson
Hjalmar Swanson
Serafia Swanson
C. J« Sellman
Bertha Viberg

PASTORS

Rev. Julius A, Nordling
Student Edor Larson during vacancy until
1909-1915
ing vacancy until
1916-1920
19211926
cancy until
1926-1928
June 1, 1929

Rew.s A« J. Okerbloom

Reve J. Be Swanbom, retired, dur

Rev. "mil F., Bergren

Reve Charles E. Anderson
Student Otto Bergguist during va

Rev. Robert li. Ericson
Rev. Joshua E, Nelson

Who have served Bethany Church
1904-1908

7

ORGANIZATIONS

Year
Organized

1905 lLadies? aid
1905 - Sunday School
1508 - Luther League

]

1948 =~ Couples Club

19,9 - Bethany Brotherhood

Historians:

Rev. Joshua E. Nelson
Mrs . Mead Swatland
Edith Ingve

(originally organized as
Young Peoples® Society)
1920 - Sich and aid Society

1941 - Bethany Circle

Wil Cold e
Vill Celebrate |
e A :

50th Birthday
. The Bethany Tutheran Church,
Hyde Park and Porter Rd.. will re-
view its 50 years of church activ-|
ity at special services tomorrow ||
and Sunday. ! L "o

Tomorrow: night a golden an- ||
niversary dinner will be held at|
the church with T. I. Antonson,
general chairman of the anniversary |
program, as toasimaster. The Rev. |
Harris Willis and Carl Ericson will |
bring greetings from the congrega- |
‘tion of Trinity Lutheran Church, |
 Buffalo, with which the Bethany |
church has had close association. |

The Rev. T. A. Gustafson, D.D., |
of Fast Orange, N. J., will deliver
the dinner address. Four charter |
members qf the congregation, Mrs.
Swan Johnson, Mrs. Charles John-
son, Miss Bertha Viberg and Gust
Johnson, will receive special ‘1ec-
ognition. |

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. the worship
service will be held with Bethany's |
pastor, the Rev, J. E. Nelson, as
liturgist. The sermon topic,
“Golden Opportunities,” will| be ‘

| preached by Dr. Gustafson. The

senior choir will sing the anthem |
“In the Quietness,” by Ellen June |
Lorenz. The junior choir will sing |
“Shepherd Divine.” ‘
The anniversary service will be- |
gin at 3:30 p.m. Sunday. At that|
time Dr, Gustafson’s message will
| be “One Long Look Ahead.” The
choir will sing the anthem “Prayer |
of Thanksgiving.” A t_;ﬂ-atietLj ar- 4
rangement of “Praise Ye the Fath-|
er” by Charles Gounod will be
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George Ross. = .
Pastors of the Jamestown district
will attend. A social hour in the
church basement will follow the

anniversary service.
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BANGUET _PROGRAM

T. J. Antonson = Toastmaster

George Ross - Song Leader

Mrs. C, Gierach- Accompanist

God Bless America Assembly

Invocation Rev. Harris Willis
Community Singing during Dinner

Songs Assembly
Children of the Heavenly Father

Greetingss Guests

Song: Quartet
My Hops is Built on Nothing Less

G.Ross, G. Guinther, C. Gierach, T.Antonson

Introduction of Speaker Rev, J. E. Nelson

Address: Dr., Thorsten A, Gustafson
Jubiles Memories

Benediction: Rev. Willis

Closing Songt _
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.

9

Ged bless America, Land that I love;
Stand beside her and gulde her
Through the night with a light from above -
From the mountains to the prairies

To the oceans white with foam,

God bless America, My home sweet home,

God bless america, My home sweet home.

Children of the heavenly Father
Safely in flis bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e'er was given.

God His own doth tend and nourish:
In His holy courts they flourish,
Froam all evil things He spares them,
In His mighty arms He bears them.

Praise the Lord in joyful mumbers:
Your Protector never slumbers.

At the will of your Defender
Every foeman must surrender.

Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne'er forsaketh,

His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.

Let me ¢all you sweetheart, I'm in love with you
Let me hear you whisper that you love me too

Keep the lovelight glowing in your eyes so true.
Let me call you sweetheart, I'm in love with you.
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The more we get together, together, together,
The more we get together,

The happier we'll be.

For your friends are my friends,

And my friends are your friends.

The more we get together, the happler we'll be.

This 1little light of mine,
I'm going to let it shine
This little light of mine
I*m going to let it shine, let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel? No,
I'm going to let it shine,

Hide it under a bushel? No,
I'm going to let it shine, let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine,

Don't you try to blow it out,
I'm going to let it shine.

Don't you try to blow it out
I'm going to let it shine, let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine. :

[embers of the 19
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Hold it high so all can see,
I'm going to let it shine.
Hold it high so all can see,

I'm going to let it shine, let it shine,
lst it shine, let it shine.

i Iar

To see wh
- il
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Will Celebrate
50th Birthday

‘The Bethany' Lutheran Church, /|
Hyde Park and Porter Rd.. will re-
view its 50 years of church activ-|
ity at special services tomorrow ||
and Sunday. S

Tomorrow night a golden an-
niversary dinner will be held at
the church with T. I. Antonson, ||
general chairman of the anniversary ||
program, as toasimaster. The Rev. |
Harris Willis and Carl Ericson will |
bring greetings from the congrega-
tion of Trinity Lutheran Church, |
Buffalo, with which the Bethany
church has had close association,
~ The Rev. T. A, Gustafson, D.D.,
of East Orange, N. J.. will deliver
the dinner address. Four charter
members qf ‘the .congregation, Mrs.
Swan Johnson, Mrs. Charles John-
son, Miss Bertha Viberg and Gust
Johnson, will receive special rec-
ognition.

Sunday at 10:30 am. the worshi
service will be held with Bethany's
pastor, the Rev, J. E. Nelson, as
liturgist. The sermon topic,
“Golden Opportunities,” will be

senior choir will sing the anthem |
“In the Quietness,” by Ellen June
Lorenz. The junior choir will sing
“Shepherd Divine.”

The anniversary service will be- |
gih at 3:30 p.m. Sunday. At that
time Dr. Gustafson’s message will
be “One Long Look Ahead.” The
choir will sing the anthem “Praver |
of Thanksgiving” A quartet| ar-
rangement of “Praise Ye the Hath- |
er” by Charles Gounod will be
sung by, Mr. Antonson, Charles
Gierach, George Guinther and
George Ross. *

Pastors of the Jamestown district w
will attend. A social hour in the
church basement will follow the
anniversary service.
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TUNE: You Are My Sunshine

Dear Rev. Nelson, he is our Pastor,
He tells us what we should not do,
He spreads the gospel and makes us happy
And he wears a number 12 shoe.

Dear Mrs. Nelson, you spread the sunshine,
You're always happy and never blue.

You are so pleasant and diplomatic;

And that's the reason we all love you.

When You and I Were Young Jennie

I wandersd today to the hill, Jennie,
To watch the scens below,

The creek and the old rusty mill, Jennie
Where we sat in the long, long ago.

The green grove is gone from the hill, Jennie,
VWhere first the daisies sprung;

The old rusty mill is still Jemnise,

Since you and I were young.

The green grove is gone from the hill, Jennie,
here first the dalsies sprung;

The old rusty mill is still Jennie,

Since you and I were young.
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The Bethany' Lutheran Church,
Hyde Park and Porter Rd., will re-
view its 50 vears of church activ-
ity at special services tomorrow
and Sunday. I

Tomorrow night a golden an-
niversary dinner will be held at
the church with T. J. Antonson, |
general chairman of the anniversary |
program, as toasimaster. The Rev. ||
Harris Willis and Carl Ericson will ||
bring greetings from the congrega-
tion of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Buffalo, with which the Bethany
church has had close association.

The Rev. T. A. Gustafson, D.D.,
of East Orange, N. J., will deliver
the dinner address. Four charter
members of the'.congregation, Mrs.
Swan Johnson, Mrs. Charles John-
son, Miss Bertha Viberg and Gust
Johnson, will receive special rec-
ognition.

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. the worship
service will be held with Bethany's
pastor, the Rev, J. E. Nelson, as
liturgist. The sermon topic,
“Golden Opportunities,” will, be

senior choir will sing the anthem
“In the Quietness,” by Ellen June |
Lotenz. The junior choir will sing |
“Shepherd Divine.”

The anniversary service will be-
gin at 3:30 p.m. Sunday. At that
time Dr. Gustafson’s message will
be “One Long Look Ahead.” The
choir will sing the anthem *‘Praver
of Thanksgiving.” A quartet ar-
rangement of “Praise Ye the Fath-
er” by Charles Gounod will be
sung by, Mr. Anfonson, Charles
Gierach, (George Guinther and
George Ross. !

Pastors of the Jamestown district
will attend. A social hour in the
church basement will follow the
anniversary service.




BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH __

Vs, WEST THIRD STREET at CATLIN AVENUE 'y JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK

LAWRENCE F. NORDSTROM, Pastor!

IREE ke Tl anna

UPSALA COLLEGE
EAST ORANGE
NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 13, 1954

Rev, Joshua E. Nelson
Bethany Lutheran Church
Niagara Falls, New York

My dear Brother:

I am so happy to send you this brief greeting from your
Alma Mater, Upsala College. You have always been a loyal son,
and that we appreciate very much indeed. We are happy to learn
that you are being honored on this occasion, and only wish that
we could be present to share in the joy of the evening.

We will never forget your visit on the campus a few years
ago, when we paid a tribute to our first football team, in ‘
history, at the same time doffing our hats to Josh Nelson, the
first manager. Our hats are still off to youl

Cordial gréetings, and best wishes.

Very sincerely,

Evald B. Iawson

sident

1:B

'
Lawrence F, Nordstrom
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WHEN BETHANY MEMBERS CELEBRATED ANNIVERSARY

Left to right, seated: Dr. Thorsten Gusta
Mrs. Gustafson and the Rev.

e

fson, president of the New York Conference;

Harris Witlis, pastor of Trinity Church, Buffalo. Standing:

Dr. Joshua E. Nelson, pastor of Bethany Church; Mrs. Nelson, and Theodore J. Antonson.
general chairman of the anniversary celebration.

- A Niagara Falls Jubilee

By Thedore J. Antonson

HE last days of October were joy-
Tous days at Bethany Church in Ni-

agara Falls, New York, when the
50th anniversary of the founding of the
congregation was celebrated.

The two-day celebration began with
a jubilee dinner on Saturday night at
which time the Rev. Joshua E. Nelson
was honored for his twenty-five years
of service to the congregation. Theo-
dore J. Antonson, anniversary chair-
man and toastmaster, read the mes-
sages of congratulations and apprecia-
tion which had been received from out-
of-town members and friends.

William Stube, deacon and Sunday
school superintendent, in presenting a
monetary gift from the congregation
and friends, thanked the pastor for his
leadership during his pastorate in
Bethany.

Dr. Thorsten A. Gustafson, New
York Conference president, speaker
during the two-day celebration, spoke
Saturday night on “Jubilee Memories.”
He congratulated the four charter
members, Mrs. Annette Johnson, Mrs.
Serafia Swanson, Miss Bertha Viberg
and Mpr. Gust Johnson, who are still

16

active members of Bethany, for the
work they had done in establishing a
congregation in Niagara Falls. He re-
ferred to memories of difficulties in the
early history of the congregation,
which was organized August 16, 1904,

by the Rev. A. M. Benander, pastor of .

Immanuel Lutheran Church, James-
town, New York.

Services during the first year and a
half of the congregation’s history were
conducted on Sunday afternoons twice
2 month by Pastor Julius Nordling of
Buffalo. Sunday school and Ladies Aid
meetings were held in the homes of
members,

Call Full-time Pastor

In 1928 it became evident that Sun-
day afternoon services twice a month
by a visiting pastor were insufficient to
warrant an Augustana church in Ni-
agara Falls. Dr. F. V. Hanson, then
president of the New York Conference,
joined the congregation in strongly
urging the Mission Board to place a
full-time pastor in Niagara Falls. As
a result of this persuasion, the Board
called the Rev. Joshua E. Nelson, who

accepted the call and became Bethany's
first resident pastor on June 1, 1929.

In 1941, after many years of reloca-
tion exploration, property was secured
on Hyde Park Boulevard and Porter
Road, and the church which had been
built in 1906 was moved from its origi-
nal location to the new location, a dis-
tance of approximately two miles. Here
it was completely remodeled. In the
past thirteen years five lots adjacent to
the corner lot have been donated to the
congregation, one by Mr. J. A. Ander-
son, three by the Ladies’ Aid and one
by Carl and Ludwig Laurier in memory
of their parents.

The growth of the congregation since
relocation, and especially the Sunday
school, shows needs for additional
building. Committees are at work ex-
ploring possibilities of building ex-
pansion and fund raising. To date, the
building fund approximates $10,000.

Clazette Photo—Leep Zelones
BETHANY ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED
Standing, from left, are the Rev. Mr. Nelson, Mrs. Nelson and Mr.
Antonson. Seated, from left, are Dr. Gustafson, Mrs.
Gustafson and the Rev. Willis.

Conference Official Cites Progress
| Of Local Bethany Church in 50 Years

| Fifty vears ot progress by the
| Bethany Lutheran Church was out-
lined by the Rev. Thorsten Gustaf-
{son, D.D., at 2 jubilee dinner of
the church Saturday which was at-
tended by a capacity crowd of

{more than 90 parishioners and
guiests in the parish hall.
Dr. Gustafson, who is presi-

dent of the New Yerk Conference
of the Augustana Lutheran Church,
mentioned 1n particular the moving
of the church from 27th street and
Ferry avenue to its present loca-
gnn at Hyde Park Blvd, and Porter

d.

He said the four charter mem-
bers. of the ciaurch have many
memories of the accompiishments
made during the past half century
and congratulated the congregation
and pastor, the Rev, Joshua E.
Nelsnon, on the great ptogress made.
","Thc four charter members are
| Mrs. Annetta Johnson, Mrs. Serafia
| Johnson, Miss Bertha Viberg and
Gust Johnson. Dinner chairman
was T. J. Antonson, vice president
»f the board of administration,

Highlight of the dinner was the

presentation of a purse to the Rev.
Mr. Nelson in recognition of his
25 years of service as Bethany’s
pastor.

The Rev, Mr. Nelson. who com-
pletes 40 years in the ministry this
vear, accepted a call to serve at
Bethany in June, 1929. A native
of Whitehall,” Mich,, he was
graduated irom Upsala College,
East-Orange, N. J., in 1911, and |
received his divinity degree from |
Augustana Theological Seminary.}
Rock Isiand; 11, in June of 1914, |

He married Miss Tennie Johnson,
this city, and served congregations |
in Brooklyn, Titusville, Pa., and
Windbur, Pa; A o |

The presentation . of the™ purse |
was made by William Stube, a|
member of ihe board of administra- |
tion of the ¢hurch., Invocation was |
given. by the Rev. Harris Willis, |
Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo. |

Services mmarking the anniversary
were held vesterday morning and
afternoon. Mr. aad Mrs. Perry At-
kison were accepted as anniversary

| service.

members during the afternoon
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New
Niagara Falls
Church

By EDITH M. YNGVE

agara Falls, N. Y., is worshiping in
a beautiful new sanctuary. The
first service was conducted by the Rev.
Joshua E. Nelson on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 1959, when a capacity congrega-
tion filled the structure. Dr. Thorsten
A. Gustafson, president of the New
York Conference, dedicated the new
church in the afternoon, assisted by Dr.
Daniel Nystrom and all of the pastors
of the Western New York District.
Pastor Russell Swanson, District
president, brought greetings and com-
mended Pastor Nelson for the leader-
ship he has given to Bethany during
the thirty years he has been its pastor.
The new building marks the second
major expansion since Pastor Nelson
came to Niagara Falls in June 1929, In

BETHANY Lutheran Church in Ni-

16

'®

Left: ;
BETHANY'S NEW SANCTUARY

Below:

ON DEDICATION SUNDAY: Left
to right are T. J. Antonson, president
of the board of trustees; Pastor Rus-
sell Swanson, president of the Western
New York District; Pastor J. E. Nel-
son of Bethany Church; Dr. Thorsten
A. Gutsafson, president of the New
York Conference; and William Stube,
chairman of the building committee.

1941 the small chapel, which was
erected in 1906 at 27th Street and Ferry
Avenue, was moved to the present lo-
cation at Hyde Park Boulevard and
Porter Road, where it was enlarged
and remodeled to provide a seating ca-
pacity of approximately 100.

Growth Necessitates Expansion

The growth of the congregation, re-
sulting from the change in location,
necessitated more facilities for Sunday
school work. The new church, de-
signed by Charles F. Obenhack, a Iocal
architect, has a seating capacity of 225.
Members of the congregation, under
the direction of William A. Stube,
building committee chairman, did much
of the work, thereby saving approxi-
mately 20 per cent of the estimated

cost of $80,000.

Miss Bertha Viberg, who became a
charter member of the congregation
when it was organized in 1904, was
present at both the morning worship
service and the dedication service. The
only other living charter member, Mrs.
Swan Johnson, who will be 94 this
month, was unable to attend the serv-
ices because of ill health.

The chapel will be remodeled and
used for educational purposes and so-
cial functions.

Although the Rev. Nelson resigned
some months ago as pastor of Bethany
Church and was voted the honorary
title of “Pastor Emeritus,” he is serv-
ing the congregation until his succes-
sor, the Rev. S. Kenneth Arntsen of
Omaha, arrives on July 1.

The Lutheran Companion

a—
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Sunday, .Iuly 26, 1959

Niagara Falh Gazette.

; ion of 'thy obureh

‘Members Join in Bulldmg

By DON GLYNN
Gazette Staff Writer
MEMBERS OF the Beth-
any Lutheran Church, Hyde
Park Blvd. and Porter Rd.,

| found a way to have a new
church built at a minimum

cost—they’re helping to ;
build it themselves and -
their task is nearly com-
pleted. .

The exterior of the build-
ing is construected and only
some interior ﬁmshmg work
remains.

rection of tne
building committee with Wil-

H Iiam N. Stube, a mechanical

y chairman. -
ilding _committee’
nheral contractor
ponsible for the
mblettmg of confracts for
work which cannot be done
by the parishioners. -
Serving on the committee
are the Rev. Joshua E. Nel-
son, pastor of thé church;
Osecar Munson, T. J. Antom-
son, Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert
Yngve, Gordon Storin, Peter
Sherman, William G. John-
_son and Mrs. Rlchard Hart-

beﬁ

Munson a former sex-
' ton of the /church and a re-
tired DuPont engineer, was
also instrumental in laying
the foundahon of .the old
- church in 1941

-

=

MR. ANTOMSON is on
tha board of trustees and
- president of the board
administration of the
church.

J. Robert Yngve is treas—
_urer of the church and Mrs.

ngve is secretary of the
committee.

William G. Johnson, a
salesman at Bell Aircraft
Corp., engaged the contrae-
tor for laying the founda-

Peter Sherman, a mechan-
ical engineer, Gordon Storin

and Mrs. Richard Hartherg

are also committee members.

The new church will re-
place the old chapel which
‘was built at 24th St. and
Ferry Ave. in 1905 and
moved to its present site in
June 1941.

Rev. Nelson has been pas-
tor of the church smce June
1929. ;

Construction of the new

‘N ew Lutheran Church Here

building and thus pillars are
not needed in the basement.

When the sound proof
basement is completed it
will be used for church din-
ners and club meetings. It
will have a seating capacity
for 200 persons.

. % % W

CARPENTRY, painting,
waterproofing of the walls,
much of the masonry work

__and even the planting of a

church actually began n

September 1957.

LT R

ufﬁh*mﬁ*mwmm it uss}?an’BWc‘ﬁ drles
‘ éer ‘the

Obenhack, the church will
have many modern features.
The building is 80 feet long

~and, 30 feet wide and will .
- ‘have a seating capaecity of :

225 in comparison with the
old chapel which seats only
100. .

The church will have be-

sides the new chapel, a sac-
risty, a church office, a con-

ference room, a basement
with kitchen facilities and a‘-

store room.
The roof of the church is

made of tectum, a fiber ma-

terial which is supported by
beams of southern pine
wood. :

The front and rear of the
church is built of white pine
wood and aluminum is used
for the siding.

A large red wood eross

is at the front of the church.

The arms of the church
serve as part of the frames
for the stained glass win-
dows.

New electric lights will be
in hidden clusters which re-

duce the glare of overhead |

lighting.
The church w111 be heated

" by gas from a central boiler

which has three units to heat
rooms individuals, .
Steel rods welded to

\
o

support the floor - of the
i : ; ¢ .

new lawn are being done by
‘church members.

‘The original cost was esti-
mated at $80,000 but Rﬁv
, Nelson says that ° ,,;mh
that is beifig absorbe
through free labor and the 1
unselfish work of the parish-
oners and even some who
are not members of the
church.” .

Plans are already under-
way for the formal dedica-
tion to be held in the last
week of October.




'Prayerful plans for a new church
building for Bethany Church in Ni-
agara Falls, N. Y., came to fruition

recently when the fifty-five-year- |

old congregation dedicated its new

sanctuary. It was on November 8th

of last year that Pastor Joshua E.
Nelson held the first worship ser-
vice in the new church and thus
was brought to completion the sec-
ond major expansion program since
he came to Bethany in 1929.

The beautiful new temple was
dedicated in the afternoon of that
memorable - day by the New York
Conference president, Dr. Thorsten
Gustafson, assisted by all of the
pastors of the Western New York
Distriet, including Dr. Daniel

‘Nystrom, now retired and living
in Alden, N. Y. Greetings were|

given by the president of the Dis-
trict, Pastor Russell E. Swanson of
Tonawanda.

The new church is built at right

angle fo the chapel, which the con- |-
- gregation has used at its present
‘location since 1941, and is con-
‘nected to it both in the basement

and on the main floor. Above the
altar is an oak cross with its in-

" ternal lighting throwing a lighted

background, outlining the cross on
the planking in light. The wood-

" work is of red oak in blond dress-

ing. The colored windows pulpit
and lectern Bibles, the lectern and

 deveral benches, a credence shelf,

-1

Interior of Bethany Lutheran Church in *Niagara Falls, dedicated |
last November. Joshua E. Nelson has been pastor of this congregation

since June of 1929.

stand are all memorial gifts.

On the outside a cross is built
into the wall fronting Porter Road,
around which are built beautifully
colored windows.

The new building was dgsigned
by Charles F. Obenback, a local
architect. Members of the church,
under the direction of the building
committee chairman, William M.

| Stube, performed much of the

structure were conducted on Aug-

'CONFERENCE NEWS

New San(:tuafy Dedicated In Niagara Falls l

g Lo

thousands of dollars. The total |
property value is more than $125.-
000.

Definite action to erect a new
church came on October 7,1856,
when it was decided to build a new |
edifice so constructed that the
chapel could be used as a parish
building annexed to it. Ground
breaking ceremonies for the new

ust 11, 1957.

and the memorial gift record and

work with resultant saving of
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‘ first worship service.

“NEW CHAPEL — Bethany Lutheran
Church s new sancfuary in Hyde Park

Dedicate Luthemn i 1

' The Rev. Thors!

Sanctuary on Sunday

; Gustafson, D.D., president of‘

the;New York Conference of the Augustant Lutheram

Chiirch will dedicate
anctuary in Hyde@aﬁ'

Evangahcal Lutheran C
Town of Tonawanda,
dent of the Western New York
District, and visiting clgrgy
from Jamestown, Falconer ahd
Ambherst, will assist. !
At'11 a.m., the Rev. J. E. Nel-
'son, pastor, will conduct the

“The new puilding marks the
second major expansion since
1929. It will replace the chapel
built in 1906 at 27th St. and
Ferry Ave., which was later
moved to Hyde Park Blvd.
~ Charles F. Obenhack design-
ed the structure and member5|
of the congregation, under the'
direction of William A, Stuhd.a
building committee chairman,
did much of the work. ;

‘The chapel will be remodel-|
ed and used for e‘dueaﬁonal

Mase& and social fu functions.

ny Lutheran Church’s new
. Sunday.

Blvd., will be dedicated at a spec
serVICe Sundoy at 4 p.m.



B__ETHANY. DEDICATION —The Rev. Thorsten A.

Gustafson, D. D., president of the New York Con-
ference, Augustant Lutheran Church, dedicated

Bethany Lutheran Church’s new chapel in Hyde
Park Blvd., before 250 persons Sunday. Participat-

ing in the ceremony were, from left, T. J. Antonson,

IAGARA FALLS GAZETTE

Monday, November 9, 1959

vice president, board of administration; the Rev.
R. E. Swanson, Augustant Evangelical Church, |
Town of Tonawanda; the Rev. J. E. Nelson, Bethany
pastor; Dr. Gustafson, and William Stube, building

committee chairman.—Gazette Photo..
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Old church as it appeared wt dedicatory service, June 27, 1943.

Members of the committee at the ground breaking service, left to

right: Charles F. Obenhack, T. J. Antonson, Rev. J. E. Nelson, William
M. Stube and Oscar Munson.

Rev. J. E. Nelson afcepted, a call to serve
Bethany in June, 1929. He was born in
Whitehall, Michigan. He graduated from
Upsala College, East Orange, N. J., in 1911,
and received his divinity degree from Au-
gustana Theological Seminary, Rock Island,
1L, in June of 1914, and was ovdained at
Sycamore, 11,

TO BETHANY'S MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:
“The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord,;
She is His new creation
By water and the Word:
From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride,
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her lile He died.”

Fifty-five years ago Bethany became “His new creation,” when a little band
of Lutheran immigrants founded her on the “Church’s one foundation.” Two of
her founders are still with us, one a nonagenarian, her oldest member.

Bethany has suffered birth, growing, depressing, and transplanting, pains
but her “Foundation” remains intact. Through the years:

“One holy Name she blesses,

Partakes one holy food

And to one hope she presses,

With every grace endued.”
Bethany has been and is blessed by faithful and dedicated members full of grace,
strong in faith, rich in love, devoted and willing workers. Bethany’s heart is
overflowing with gratitude to God and her children for past and present blessings,
and for the prospect of a still more fruitful future.

With wide open arms Bethany invites all her children, and her many friends,
to congregate and to rejoice in the Lord as her beautiful temple is dedicated to
the glory of God, divine worship, and expanded facilities for serving this com-
munity and His kingdom at large.

God grant that in days and years to come many souls, through Bethany’s
missionating spirit, may find their way to the outreaching arms of Him who
calls: “COME TO ME, ALL WHO LABOR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND
I WILL GIVE YOU REST. Take my voke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden light.” Matt. 11:28-30.

— Bethany’s Pastor.




Charter Members

(According to the Minutes of Meeting)

Arvid Aschan Mr. and Mrs. Edward Larson

Serafia Carlson Mr. and Mrs. John Munson

Mr. and Mrs. Swan Carlson Herman Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hermanson Hjalmar Swanson

Gust ]ohﬁson Serafia Swanson

Reinhold Johnson C. J. Sellman

Mr. and Mrs. Swan Johnson Bertha Viberg
Bequests

Bethany Church has been remembered with bequests in the wills of the
following members:

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Larson Mrs. Hilda Allinson
Mrs. Elizabeth Seifert Mr. J. A. Anderson

In Memoriam

Memorials and giﬁk are listed in the Book of Remembrance, located in the
Narthex.

We pause to give thanks and to remember with thanksgiving those who have
loved and served thee in thy church and now rest from their labors.

It was this heritage of the past which provided our blessing of today. How
well we protect this heritage and how well we find and face the opportunities of
today will determine our blessings of tomorrow.

At home on the beautiful hills of God
By the valley of rest so fair

Someday, sometime, when our task is done
With joy we shall meet you there.

CHURCH OFFICERS

REV. J. E. NELSON ..o R semieiteamssmad SRR s Pastor
MISS EDITH YNGVE oot .. Organ
MRS. ROBERT BROADBENT ... Choir Director
GORDON SANDSTROM ... T Thmmme—— ..... Custodian

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION

T B NEBLBON ot ssasmisosmommsmmmisesmsmss o s e Chairman
T. J. ANTONSON ..o L L R L Vice-Chairman
TWILLIAM M. STUBE i aatsimmmsmoss v rssssssnsos s s onns e S350 Secretary

BOARD OF DEACONS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Axel Anderson T. J. Antonson

George Guinther Charles Gierach

Floyd W. Peterson Daniel Larson

Edward Phillips Robert Outland

Peter Sherman Hugo Sandstrom

August Storm C. R. Steinwall

William Stube Gordon Storin
MRS, FLOYD W. PETERSON ... Secretary of Congregation
WILLIAM EKLOF ..., e e Financial Secretary
CHARLES GIERACH ... Treasurer




ing a basement unit for future church; 3. asmall addition to the present chapel

to care for immediate Sunday School needs; 4. a church so constructed that the
present building would be utilized only for Sunday School with added room in
the basement of the new church for classes and providing room for social func-
tions. Recommendation No. 4 was favored and a Building Committee consisting
of William Stube, Chairman, William Johnson, Gerald Moldenhauer, Peter Sher-
man, Gordon Storin and Axel Anderson were elected. This committee was later
enlarged to include Mrs. Richard Hartburg, Oscar Munson with Edith Yngve
to serve as secretary. At the October 7, 1956, meeting a Finance Committee, con-
sisting of I. J. Antonson, Chairman, Charles Gierach, Robert Outland, John
Weisflog, Robert Yngve, Edith Johnson, Edith Yngve and Mrs. Evelyn Allen,
secretary, was elected. The committee added William Eklof, Ann Antonson, Axel
Anderson, Arline Justice, Ruth Olson, Floyd Peterson, Hugo Sandstrom and Ru-
dolph Steinvall to its membership. On December 2, 1956, a final report was
made to the congregation by the Financial Committee, showing $26,879 had been
pledged.

Charles F. Obenhack was selected as Architect and subsequently ground-

breaking ceremonies for the new sanctuary were conducted Sunday, August 11,
1957.




UPSALA COLLEGE
EAST ORANGE
NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

April 21, 1960

Rev. Joshua E. Nelson
3124 Highland Avenue
Niagara Falls, New York

My dear Josh:

I am so happy to learn that Bethany Lutheran Church, of
Niagara Falls, is to honor you on Friday evening, April 29.

Your name is still something of a legend among the "old
timers" of Upsala College. During your student days here you were
very active on the campus, and you made a name for yourself through
your ability in public speaking. Needless to say, you also made a
real reputation as a mighty good fellow.

Upsala College congratulates you on what you have achieved
in the ministry, and at this moment we are thinking particularly of
the erection of the new church in Niagara Falls.

Just the other day our Director of Admissions, Professor
Theodore B. Fleck, gave me a review of his recent trip, and he made
special mention of the very cordial and spirited reception he was
given in Niagara Falls, and particularly through you. "Just like Joshl!"
was my thought and comment.

We also wish to greet Mrs. Nelson on this occasion. She has
been your faithful helpmate, and I know that she has assisted you all

your years in the ministry.

To both of you Upsala College extends most cordial greetings,
and best wishes for future days.

Keep going!

Very sincerely,

o
EBL:rb

e




Bethah urch Stands_ 2. ibu
of Hard Work, Dedication

To Years

By JERAULD BRYDGES
Gazette Staff Writer

THE SPANKING, white
church that sits solemnly
at the corner of Hyde Park
Boulevard and Porter Road
was not always so spanking
white.' :

It stands as tribute to
years  of ‘hard work and
faithful dedication of par-
ishioners, The congregation
at one time met in a priv-

ate home when there was .

no “church” to greet the
faithful.

This history of Bethany
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, one time member
of the Augustana S
one of patience, traye
trial.

It all began in
1804 when the
Evangelical Luthe’
Church  Associations!
formed at the home
and Mrs. Swan
523 19th Street on 2

cal Lutheran Beth
Church was organized in

1904, the Swedish E%I 'ﬁ

the German Evangelical |

‘Church in Michigan Ave-
nue near Main Street. :
w® W L3

A CHARTER member of
this latter congregation,
which later grew into the
. Bethany Evangelical Luth-
eran Church, still worships
at the Hyde Park church.
She is Bertha Viberg.

In succession, a Sunday
school was organized, then
a new location was enjoin-
ed in 1906 at 27th Street
and Ferry Avenue,

In 1928 church officials
here and members of tHe
hierarchy sought the call-
ing of a full-time pastor
for the Niagara Falls par-
ish. On June 1, 1929 Rev.
Joshua E. Nelson became
the first pastor of Bethany
Evangelical Lutheran
Church. | i

The church has had only
two pastors since its forma-
tion. The current minister,
Rev. E. Kenneth Arntsen,
succeeded the Rev, Mr. Nel-
son on July 3, 1960. after
31 years of service.

BETHANY EVANGELICAL

» -

THE CHURCH in Hyde
Park Boulevard was first
built in 1940 The new
building: 'was ° completed
and dedicated on Nov. 8,
1959. : ‘
The new contemporary
style building has a seating
capacity of 275 persoas.
Bethany Hall, in the lower
level of the building is
large enough to accommo-
date 10 church school
classes. i

During Pastor’ Arntsen’s
ministry, the congregation

thas grown to 275 haptized:

members and Sunday
school attendance to 111
regular, members.

Under Pastor Nelson's
pastorate, the church ac-
quired new property to en-
large, founded 2 Ladies’
Aid Society which donated
purchased property, and
eventually built the new
Church.

£

AS A RESULT OF the
merger of the Augustana
Lutheran Church with the
United Lutheran Church of
America, American "Evang-
elical Lutheran Church and
Finnish Evangelical Tuth-
eran .Church, the local
Lutheran group will be-
come a member of the
Lutheran Church of Amer-
ica in 1963. The new organ-

" ization comprises 3,200,000
members. -

Other designs at the new
parish include a dossal cur-
tain, window drapes, land-
scaping and kitehen. A
new organ is - expected
soon. el 0

In carrying on the 58
year-old tradition of the
church, Pastor Arnt sen
still relies on the parish’s
first minister, the Rev. Mr.
Nelson, He still ‘takes an
active part in the worship
and organizational life of
the parish and has served’
as pulpit supply pastor in
the absense of Pastor
Arntsen.- ;

LUTHERAN CHURCH




Ongan Dedécation and Zeectal

Sunday, November k4, 1962 L:00 o'fclock

\li
|  BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK

I
The Rev. S. Kenneth Arntsen, A.B., B.D., Pastor
The Rev. J. E. Nelson, A.B., B.D., Pastor Emeritus
Mr. Thomas Weisflog, Organist
Mrs. Robert Broadbent, Choir Director
Miss Edith Yngve, Junior Choir Director




ALL SAINT'S SUNDAY November 4, 1962

THE SERVICE
‘The Prelude "Oh Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall" Bach
#The Processional Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . .Hymn 131
- .The Confession of Sins Page k41
The Absolution Page L2
The Introit Page 114
#The Gloria In Excelsis Page 49
The Salutation Page 51
The Collect Prayer Page 11h
The Epistle Revelation T.2-17
The Alleluia Page 52
The Holy Gospel Matthew 5.1-12
The Apostles! Creed Page 5
The Anthem
The Temple Talk Mr. Robert Outland
The Dedicatory Hymm « « « + s + « & « = » « «Hymn 491
The Service of Dedication Pastor Arntsen
The Offering
The Offertory "Out of the Deep” Boehn
The Offering Response  (III) Page 56
The Thanksgiving
The Preface Page 58
The Sanctus Page 61
The Prayer of Thanksgiving Page 62
The Lord's Prayer
The Pax and Agnus Dei Page 63
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
The Nunc Dimittis Page 66
The Prayer Page 68
The Benediction
The Recessional Hymn . . . - . . . . . . . . Hymn LU3
The Congregation will remain standing in silent medi-
tation while the candles are extinguished.
The Postlude "Be Glad Now,All Ye Christian Men" Bach

# - Late worshipers may be seated at these times




ORGAN DEDICATCRY RECITAL

Sunday, November k4, 1962 4:00 pm
The Invocation Pastor Arntsen
i
Preambulum Girolamo Frescobaldi
Ricercare

Toccata

Variations on a Galliard by John Dowland S. Scheidt

A Mighty Fortress is our God Dietrich Buxtehude
Féntasia f Johann Pachelbel
Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lord Friedrich Zachau
Trumpet Voluntary in D-Major Henry Purcell
Tambourin for Flute and Reed Stops J-P. Rameau

Prelude and Fugue in E-Minor J. 8. Bach

Philip Crawford, Mus. M.
Orgenist, Zion Lutheran Church

The Offering
TiE
I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ J. S. Bach
0 Hail This Brightest Day of Days
Prelude and Fugue in D-Minor

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Johann G. Walther

Organ Sonata No. 2, First Movement Paul Hindemith
Improvisation on the Eighth Psalm Tone E. Titcomb
Legende Flor Peters
Thanksgiving - Richard Purvis

Thomas Weisflog
Organist, Bethany Lutheran Church

THANK YOU

We are grateful +to Mr. Philip Crawford and Mr.
Thomas Weisflog for assisting us in the dedication of

. our pipe organ.

Mr. Crawford, a member of the Niagara Falls Chapter
of the American Guild of Organists, is the Minister
of Music at Zion ILutheran Church, Niagara Falls, N.Y.
He has dpone outstanding work in connection with the
music department at his church and has composed many
selections for use by the choir.

Mr. Weisflog, an able young musician, and member of
the Niagara Falls Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists, 1is organist at Bethany Lutheran Church.

THE ORGAN

An organ properly designed and so situated to ade-
quately serve all the musical requirements of this
church and yet be a part of the architecture present-
ed both a challenge and an opportunity to the organ

‘builder. It is our belief that the M.P. Moller organ

c¢ompany has created an instrument which blends with
the building both visually and acoustically.

A specially designed tone chamber was built at the
left of the chancel. The pipes of the organ range in
size from the large Pedal pipes over 10 feet long, to
the smallest ones which are about the size of a lead
pencil with a speaking length of less than & inch.

The +two manual organ console is situated at the
right of the chancel opposite the choir. As is usual
with organs built by Moller,the console is completely
electric in operation and is equipped with the ade-
quate accessories which are listed in the specifica-
tions.

The instrument was installed by the Burger and
Shafer Organ Company.




SPECIFICATIONS

GREAT CRGAN - 61 notes
Diapason 87 73 pipes
Gedeckt 81 85 pipes
Viole Dolce 81 85 pipes
Octave bt 61 notes
Flute bt 61 notes
Fugara bt 61 notes
Twelfth 2-2/3" 61 notes
Fifteenth ot 61 notes
Trompette 8! 61 notes
Chimes (prepared for)

SWELL ORGAN - 61 notes
Bourdon 16t el L9 notes
Gedeckt 8t 61 notes
Viole Dolce 8¢ 61 notes
Flute ht 61 notes
Fugara 1 61 notes
Flute Twelfth 2-2/3¢ 61 notes
Flautino 2! 61 notes
Trompette gt 73 pipes
Clarion Lt 61 notes
Tremulant

PEDAL CRGAN - 32 notes
Bourdon 16! 12 pipes
Diapason it 32 notes
Flute 8¢ 32 notes
Octave Lt 32 notes
Flute it 32 notes

COUPLERS ADJUSTABLE COMBINATIONS

Swell to Great
Great to Pedal
Swell to Pedal

PISTONS NUMBER 1, 2, 3, L

PEDAL MOVEMENTS
Great to Pedal, Reversible
Balanced Expression Pedal
Balanced Crescendo Pedsl

Electro - pneumatic Action

(Operated by pistons
under Swell manual)

Affecting Full Organ

The following members of Bethany Lutheran Church

have made
commended
for funds:

donations to the Organ Fund and are to be
for their generous response to the appeal

. & Mrs. Bernard Aderman

. & Mrs. James Aderman

& Mrs. Nicholas Aleksivich
& Mrs. Walter C. Allen

. James Allen

. & Mrs. Alfred D. Anderson
Miss Ann Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Axel Anderson

Miss Dorothy Anderson

Mr. Gustave Anderson

Mrs. Henry Anderson

Miss Ann Antonson

Mr. Theodore J. Antonson

Rev. & Mrs. S. Kenneth Arntsen
Mrs. Thyra Arntsen

Mr. & Mrs. W. Perry Atkison
Mrs. Harry Bearss

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Berk
Bethany Lutheran Churchmen
Bethany Lutheran Church Women
Bethany Luther Ieague

Miss Dorothy Bower

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Broadbent
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas H. Bunston
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Calkins
Mr. Dennis Calkins

Miss Bonnie Calkins

Mr. & Mrs. John Cane

Miss Mabel Carlson

Miss Frances Chapin

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Clive

Mrs. Ethel Cummings

Miss Linda Cummings

Mrs. Robert Dahlgren

Mr. & Mrs. Milford R. Dale
The Dorcas Circle

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Easton

Miss Sally Eklof

Mr. & Mrs. William Eklof

Mrs. Kenneth Emerson

Mrs. Carl Frid

Mrs. Thomas Furan

Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Gee

FEEEES




. Robert Gee :

Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Gierach
Mr. Charles F. Gierach

Mr. & Mrs. James Gordon
Mr
Mrs

5

. George L. Guinther
. Beverly Wagner Harold
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Hartburg

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Harvey '}
Miss Maryanne Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Angus Henwood l

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Jacobs
Mr. Gary Jaccbs

Mr. Paul Jacobs

Miss Alice Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Carl V. Johnson
Mr. Duane Johanson

Miss Edith L. Johnson

Mr. Filmore Johnson

Mr. Fred Johnson

Mrs. Gustave Johnson

Miss Hildur Johnson

Mrs. Roy Johnson

Mrs. Swan Johnson

Mrs. Thomas Justice

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Iarson
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Lee

'The Martha Circle

Mrs. Thomas Martin

Mrs. Jack McKie

Miss Judith McKie

Pfc Charles 5. Messing

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Messing
Miss Marilyn Messing '
Mr. Franklin Meyers

Miss Carolynne Mickiewicz (h
Mr. Jearld Moldenhauer ;
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Moldenhauer A
Mr. Richard Moldenhauer
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Munson
Mr. Lonnie Nearhood

Mrs. Albert Nearhood

Mrs. Herman Nelson

Rev. & Mrs. J. E. Nelson
Mrs. John Nixon

Mr. Albert Olson

Mr. & Mrs. L. P. Olson

Miss Helen QOlson

Miss Ruth Olson

Mr. & Mrs. Sigfrid A. Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Outland
Miss Iaraine Outland

Mr. Einar Pearson

Miss Elsa Pearson

A2/c Einar William Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd W. Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pettitt
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Phillips
Mr. Alfred Sandstrom

Mrs. Arthur Sandstrom

Miss Gail Sandstrom

Mr. Gordon Sandstrom

Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Sandstrom
Miss Lorene Sandstrom

Mr. Robert Sandstrom

Mr. & Mrs. John Schwenkbeck
Mr. & Mrs. William Scott
Mrs. Ida Setterblade

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sharp
Miss Diane Shelstad

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Steinvall
Pvt. Carl Steinvall

Miss Harriett Stewart

Pvt. Nelson C. Stewart
Miss Barbara Storin

Miss Brenda Storin

Miss Carolyn Storin

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon K. Storin

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Storr, Jr.

Miss Karen Stube

Mr. Roger Stube

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Stube
Miss Trma Sundling

Mr. & Mrs. Sigfrid Swanson
Mrs. Mead Swetland

Miss Bexrtha Viberg

Mrs. Thomas Volante

Miss Joanne Weisflog

Mr. Thomas Weisflog

Mr. & Mrs. John Weisflog
Mr. & Mrs. M. Bert Winans
Mr. & Mrs. Martin 0. Winans
Miss Edith Yngve

S



Our congregation has also received donaticns from
friends and non-members who have expressed their in-
terest in our new organ. We would express our sin-
cere thank you and appreciation to them for their
kind and generous support. These donors include:

Mrs. Anna H. Anderson

Mrs. May Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Annette

Mr. Neal Annette

Dr. Dean Babbage

Miss Gloria A. Baratta

Mrs. Ruth Barnes

& Mrs. A. Horton Bassett
Mr. Donald L. PRassett

Dr. Leslie A. A. Benson

Mr. & Mrs. Felix O. Blixt
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Brydges
Mrs.
Mr.

5

A. Campbell

& Mrs. Farl F. Campbell
Dr. Donato J. Carbone
Mr. & Mrs. Walter N. Carlson
Mrs. Archie Case
Mr. & Mrs. lester Case

Miss Marie Colosi

Mrs. Erwin Freke

. Gilbert Fraser

s. Clifford Gewley

. BEugene Gebguer

. Jack E. Gellman ,
. Phillip S. Gellman
. Vernon Grandin
Harvey

. Harvey Hayes

o . D HolTey

. Alfred W. Hopton
Horgan

8. Marian Jones

. & Mrs. Arthur Kemp

, Francis J. Kennedy

. & Mrs. Richard Kennedy

. & Mrs. Robert Knowlton

. & Mrs. Bryant S. Kurtzman

g
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Mr. & Mrs. Isac Lammi
Mrs. Mildred Leinig

Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Matteson
Miss Ellen Mortenson

Dr. R. Osgood

Mrs. F. E. Peabody

Mrs. Erma S. Peterson

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Reap
Mr. & Mrs. George Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. Newell Shields
Mr. Rudolph Stenbeck

Mrs. Robert Stevens

Mrs. Susan Stevenson

. & Mrs. August Strom

& Mrs. Andrew P. Swift
Thomas K. Terrell

. Donald Terryberry

. & Mrs. James P. Terryberry
. & Mrs. William J. Tilford
. & Mrs. Norman Tuurie

. & Mrs. Gerald Volante, Jr.
. Gerald Volante, Sr.

. & Mrs. Richard Volante
. & Mrs. Thomas Volante
Mrs. J. M. Wainscott

Dr. Alan Winterberger

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Worgilen
Mr. Ronald G. Wright

Miss Mary C. Wynes

Mrs. Victoria Yngve
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The

following loved ones have been memorialized
J through gifts which have been given by menbers and
friends of our congregation: ‘

Mr. Axel Anderson

Parents of Mr. & Mrs. Axel Anderson
Mr. Charles Anderson

Mr. Charles Anderson, Jr.
Mr. Ernest W. Anderson

Mrs. Ida Anderson

Mr. Leo Anderson

Mrs. Marie Anderson

Mr. Marius R. Arntsen

Mr. William M. Arntsen
Parents of Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Atkison
Mr. Carl Oscar Blixt

Mrs. Emma C. Blixt

Mr. Elmer Carlson

Mr. Elmer Carlson

Mr. Glen Carlson

Mrs. Ida Carlson

Mr. Robert Carlson

Mr. Rudolph Carlson

Mr. & Mrs. Swan Carlson

Mr. Sydney Chappell

Mr. Auguet Dahlgren

Mrs. Maria Dahlgren

Mr. Robert Dahlgren

Miss Sally Rae Eklof

Mr. Carl Frid

Mr. Carl Elmer Frid

Mr. Albert Johns

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Johns
Mrs. Annette Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson
Mrs. Thomas Johnson

Mrs. Gunda Cromwell ILaCombe
Mrs. Hilda C. Landeen
Parents of Mr. & Mrs. Harry lLee
Toved ones of Mrs. Mildred ILeinig
Mrs. Laura Moy ILewis

Mr. Arthur MacDonald

Mrs. Evelyn Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Messing
Mrs. Carrie Messing

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Nelson

Parents of Mr. & Mrs. Sigfrid A. Olson
Mrs. Grace E. Fearson

Mrs. William Robson

Mr. Arthur Sandstrom

Mrs. Ida B. Scholl

Mr. Birger Setterblade

Lt. Russell Setterblade

Mrs. Fmma Steele

Father and brother of Mr. C. R. Steinvall
Parents of Mrs. C. R. Steinvall
Mothers of Mr. & Mrs. August Strom

Mr. Mead Swetland

Mr. Mauritz Viberg

Mr. Adolph Yngve

A gift to the organ fund was given in loving memory
of Mr. Ernest W. Anderson and in tribute to his fam-
ily; Mrs. Anna H. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Robert F.
Anderson, and Rev. and Mrs. S. Kenneth Arntsen by
Mr. and Mrs. A. Horton Bassett and Mr. Donald L.
Bassett.

A gift was given to the organ fund by Mr. and Mrs.
Charles A. Gierach in honor of their children,Charles,
Richard, Nancy, David, and Mary.

A gift was given to the organ fund by the Bethany
Luther League in tribute to the five men of our con-
gregation who are now serving in the Armed Forces of
our country. Those honored include:

L/Cpl. John Anderson, U.S. Marine Corps
Pfc Charles S. Messing, U.S. Army

A2/c Einar William Pearson, U.S. Air Force
Pvt. Carl M. Steinvall, U.S. Army

Pvt. Nelson Charles Stewart, U.S5. Marines




ACKNCWLEDGMENTS

We are pleased to express our appreciation to the
following additional firms and individuals for their
work and cooperation. :

M. P. Moller, Inc., of Hagerstown, Maryland.

Mr. Vietor I. Zuck, Moller Company sales represent-
ative.

Burger and Shafer Organ Company, for the installa-
tion and voicing of the organ.

Mr. William M. Stube, Mr. Peter Sherman, Mr. Daniel
larson, Mr. Oscar Munson, Mr. Roger Stube,
and Mr. George Guinther for preparing the
organ pipe chamber and the electrical and
windpipe work.

The Organ Committee

Mr. Charles A. Gierach, Chairman
Mrs. Robert Broadbent

Miss Edith Yngve

Pastor S. Kenneth Arntsen

The staff and members of the Senior Choir for ar-
ranging the social hour following the organ dedica-
tory recital.

The total cost of the organ with the completed in-
stallation amounted to $8,324.70.
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CHURCH SERVICE HONORED — Trib-
ute for 31 years of service to Beth-
any Lutheran Church was paid to
Rev. and Mrs. J. E. Nelson by the
congregation Friday. A room in the

honor. The Rev. Mr. Nelson is pastor
emeritus. Shown from left during
ceremonies are Miss Irma A. Sund-
ling, Mrs. Nelson, Mr. Nelson and
Peter R. Sherman.—Gazette Photo.

church has been named in their

Rev. and Mrs. Nelson Honored
By Bethany Lutheran Church

The Bethany Lutheran
Church congregation at its an-
nual meeting Friday night
honored its pastor emeritus
and his wife, Rev. and Mrs.
J. E. Nelson, 3124 Highland
Ave., by naming a remodeled
and redecorated fellowship
lounge, the Nelson Room.

The resolution unanimously
passed by the congregation
cited the pastor and his wife
for their “31 years of faithful
and loyal service fo their Lord
and this congregation,” and
“for giving unselfishly of their
talents, interest, and witness”
during that time.

Unveil Plague

Miss Irma Sundling, secre-
tary of the congregation, pre-
sented Mrs. Nelson with a cor-
sage on behalf of the mem-
hers. Peter Sherman, vice
president of the Church Coun-
cil, unveiled a plague which is
to be placed in the Nelson
Room. The plaque features a
colored picture of the Nelsons
with the added inscription:

“This room has been named
the Nelson Room In honor of
Pastor and Mrs. J. E. Nelson
who ministered at Bethany
June 1, 1929 to July 1, 1960."

The Nelson Room will be
used for informal organiza-
tional meetings, committee
meetings, and for various fel-
lowship functions of the con-
gregation. It will also be used
in part as a church school
classroom and church nursery
during the morning worship
service. The room has been
appointed and furnished
through efforts of the con-
gregation and organizations of
the church.

Hear Reports

The congregation also re-
viewed the financial and or-
ganizational reports of the past
year at the meeting.

Rev. S. Kenneth Arntsen,
pastor, cited various members
of the church staff and congre-
gation who had given gener-
ously of time and talents dur-
ing the past year. He also
called upon the members for
a Trenewed emphasis upon
“gpiritual growth and a
strengthening of the faith,”
during the coming year.
Read Beck Note

A communication from the
Rev. Dr. Alfred L. Beck, pres-
ident of the New York Synod
of the Lutheran Church in

America, was read by thel
church secretary. Dr. Beck|
congratulated the congrega-|
tion for its “excellent bhenevo-
lence record.” He stated that
“we know well that it required|
sacrificial giving on the part
of many to reach the 100 per
cent mark, so please express
our gratitude to your members
for all they are doing to ad-
vance the cause of the King-

dom in their midst and across,

the world.”

Elected as deacons on the
Church Council for a period
of three years were Charles A.
Gierach, Helen C. Olson, Irma/
A. Sundling, and Gordon H.
Sandstrom.

Joseph Clive was elected as
a deacon on the council for
one year. Carl Johnson, Mrs.
Esther Sherman and Mrs. Wil-
liam Eklof were elected to the
nominating committee for
1964.Mrs., Mead Swetland was
elected as delegate to the Ni-
gara Council of Churches.

A fellowship hour was held|
at the conclusion of the meet-
ing. Refreshments were served
by a committee of women un-|
der the chairmanship of Mrs. i

Charles A. Gierach.
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Tribiateto .
Planned by Bethany Church

will honor its pastor emeritus,
Rev, Joshua E. Nelson, 3124

the 50th anniversary of his

ordination. The congregation
has designated the day as
“Pastor Nelson Sunday” in
his honor. Uik

‘He will deliver the sermon
at the morning worship seryv-
ice. A dinner for all members
and friends will be held im-
mediately after fthe service,

.at which time greetings will

be presented to the guest.
The Rev. Mr. Nelson was
born Feb. 11, 1881, in White-
hall, Mich.,, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Eric Nelson. He
matriculated as a student at
Upsala College, East Orange,
N.J., in 1907 and received a

1911. Graduate studies were
‘taken at the Augustana Theo-
logical Seminary, now known
as the Lutheran School of
Theology at Rock Island, ILL
He received a bachelor of
divinity degree from that in-
stitution in 1914.

The Rev. Mr. Nelson was
ordzined into the ministry
on June 14, 1914, by the
former Augustana Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, which
was recently merged into the
new Lutheran Church in
Amecrica. He accepted a call to
serve as pastor of Emmanuel
Lutheran Church in Green-
point, Brooklyn, where he re-
'mained for four years. .

B‘ef.hany Lutheran Church .

Highland Ave., Sunday, on

bachelor of arts degree in

The Rev. Mr. Nelson was

{
i

REV. J. E. NELSON

called as the first fulltime
pastor of Bethany Lutheran
Church in July, 1929. He has

been at Bethany the langest]

period of time serving as
pastor for 31 years, and re-
tiring on June 30, 1860. The
congregation honored him on
the occasion of his retirement
by calling him to the pqsition
of pastor emeritus. :
On Aug. 26, 1915, he mar-
ried the former Jennie
EliZabeth Johnson, a resident
of Niagara Falls, and the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Johnson, who at that
time lived at 3120 Highland
Ave. The Nelsons continue to

make Niagara Falls their

home and are active members
of the congregation.

Shortly before his retire-
ment, the Rev. Mr. Nelson
climaxed his long ministry at
Bethany when he dedicated
the new church building
which was erected by the
congregation under his lead-

_ership. -

He served the Mayor's Food
Committee during ‘World War
II. : i A

"Rev. S. Kenneth Arntsen,
pastor of Bethany, and mem:
bers of the Church Council
have made the arrangements
for the golden jubilee cele=
bration. L, :

Mrs. Raymond Calkins,
chairman, and members of
the Christian Service Com-
mittee of the Bethany Luth-
eran Church Women are in
charge of the dinner.

Greetings on behalf of the
congregation will be given by
Peter Sherman, vice chairman
of the congregation; Mrs.I
Charles A. Gierach, president
of the Bethany Lutheran
Church Women; Hugo Sand-
strom, president of the
Bethany Lutheran Church=
men, and Miss Maryanne
Harvey, president of the
Luther League.

Special music for the pro-
gram will be sung by tha |
Bethany Choir, wunder the |
direction of Mrs. Robert |
Broadbent, and accompani_ed‘
by the church organist,
Thomas D. Weisflog. The an-

niversary service will begin
at 11 a.m, Sunday.
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A project begun 10 years ago terminates Sunday |
with a mortgage-burning ceremony at Bethany Lutheran|

Church.

apleted in 1962.
. S. Kenneth Anrsten, pas-
. will conduct the ceremony
e morning worship service,
hy Rev. Joshua E. Nel-
son, under whose pastorate the
ehurch was built.
ﬁﬂj.ers to Assist
. Also assisting will be Theo-
dore J. Antonson, chairman of
1 oard of trustees and chair-
“man of the finance committee
during church construction;
William Stube, building com-
" mittee chairman, and Douglas
‘Bunston, vice chairman of
the church council. = ‘
‘Iihe Bethany Lutheran Church
woien will sponsor a fellow-
_ship hour after the ceremony
“and_service. Chairman of re-
freshments is Mrs. Hugo sand-
! strom. i
. Two complete silver services,
presented to the congregation
by the former Ladies Aid Soci-
ety, will be used for the first
time during the fellowship hour.
' The new church at the c?;n'er

‘The program will officially mark the liquidation (;f.
ebtedness incurred in construction of a new church

1956 by a planning committee

comprised of Alex Andersom,|

chairman, and Peter Sherman,
Mr. Stube, Gordon Storin and
William Johnson, . :

The late Charles F. Obenhack

was architect for the buildin_gi' {
which replaced a small frame| | |
chapel on the same property. | S

Headed Commitiee

Mr. Stube headed the building :
committee which incorporatedt
members of the planning com- | ’

mittee and Jerauld Moldenhau-{
er, Mrs. R. A. Hartburg, Oscar

Munson and Miss Edith Yngve,

secretary.

Ground - breaking ceremoties i
were held Aug. 11, 1957, with|
construction . commencing the|

.oxt day. Much of the interior
work was volunteered by mem- .
bers of the congregation.

Cost of the building was $69,ﬁ-—‘;:i

000. In addition to the mort-|

gage, money from the church’
0}
$1

$27.00
amilie

building fund and
edged by 70 chur

=

Niagara Falls Gazette - Monday, Sept. 19, 1966 ~

MORTGAGE BURNING — Bethany
Lutheran Church officials partici-
pated in @ morigage-burning cere-
mony on Sunday which marked
the end of indebtedness for the
church building which was com-
pleted in 1962. Joining in the

Bunston, vice chairman, Church
Council; Theodore Antonson, for=
‘mer chairman of the Board of
Trustees; William Stube, chairman
of the Building Committee; Rev. S.
Kenneth Arntsen, pastor, and Rev.
J. E. Nelson, pastor emeritus of

VT

 ceremony, from left, are Douglas  Bethany Luth
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 1906/1973

1941 HYDE PARK BOULEVARD
AT PORTER ROAD

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK
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