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Biographical Note

David Harkins was born in Lewiston, Maine on Jaguirl929. His mother, whose father was
brought over from ltaly as a chef, came from Poaistn, New Hampshire. His father’s family
emigrated from Ireland to Lewiston. His father, tas Harkins, learned the mason trade in
Boston and worked for St. Peter’s Church and theisgten Public Works, where he worked on
the underground system and paving. Harkins attétitee Gosselin School, Frye School, Jordan
School, and Lewiston High School, where he gradlietd 948. He attended Bates College and
graduated in the class of 1953. He attended phlysierapy training at Columbia University for
one year. He worked at New York State Rehabititatiospital in West Haverstraw. He joined
the National Foundation for infantile paralysis wdée worked at a polio emergency center in
Providence, Rhode Island. He established a phyts&gaing center at Pineland Hospital in
Pownal, Maine in 1957, at Montello Manor Nursingrioin the 1950s, at the Marcotte Home in
1961, and at St. Mary’s Hospital in 1964. He wakk¢ St. Mary’s for 20 years. He had a
private practice with Dr. Parisien and Dr. Dumawoinf approximately 1987-1997.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Muskie’s serwigéeh Jalbert; meeting Muskie at a
Democratic field day; 1976 Senate campaign; Rungasgposition to Muskie memorial; 5



anniversary of Sisters of Charity; Lewiston farnftere during the Great Depression; Bernard L.
“Barney” Harkins; Bill Harkins; Bates as an islamdhe 1940s; Bates football games; Bates
science; Cultural Heritage; John Donovan and F(zaoiin; Bates professors active in Kiwanis
and Rotary; Harold Rusk’s article about physicatiome department; Columbia professors in
the physical training program; muscle reeducatiehabilitation; transfer test; proposed
overpass to connect St. Mary’s and Marcotte Honae8and CMG (later CMMC) in 1940s
and 1950s; Bates and St. Mary’s; Bates and Lewiganday morning breakfasts at St. Mary’s
cafeteria; and improved Bates-Lewiston relations.
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Transcript

Jeremy Robitaille: The date is June 8th, 2001, and I'm here aMbskie Archives with
David Harkins, and interviewing is Jeremy Robiwgilhnd David you were just telling me about
this photograph you have.

David Harkins: Yes, this photograph. | was at a Democratic eatien back, | would think

it's probably in the late sixties because | wasewhcame to St. Mary’s to set up the department
there | was thirty-five, and I'm going to say th'ah somewhere in that range between, you
know, thirty-five, thirty-eight, so it's a late gigs, mid -. And Ed Muskie was the principle
speaker for the Demaocrat rally that day. It wastouhe Chalet, at the Montagnard, that they
had at No Name Pond.

JR:  Okay.

DH: And so, because we were two Bates gradsvilaeyed to get a picture taken of us, so
what happened is that before the picture got tatkese two people came in -

JR: On the right?
DH: On the right, whom I don’t know, and this lachme in -
JR: In Between you and Muskie?

DH: Between Ed Muskie and I, and she was a, | kinemu high school and she worked in the
Androscoggin County building, and her name is LioeaRoberts.

JR: Okay.

DH: Now, there was an article that appeared wihlcture in the Lewiston paper, but, and |
thought that | probably may have had a copy ditt,| scanned the family history book, the
scrapbooks that | have, and unfortunately coulfimtt one. But it may be, you know, on file at
the Sun-Journal.

JR: Sun-Journal, okay, great. All right, well | think we’ll getazk to that. | just want to kind
of start the interview right off. And if we cousdart out just by stating your full name and
spelling it?

DH: Yeah, my first name is David, middle initial, @nd the last name is Harkins, H-A-R-K-I-
N-S.

JR: Great, and what is your date and place of ®irth

DH: | was born in Lewiston, Maine, January 3rd,4.92



JR: Great, okay, and what are your parents’ names?

DH: My father's name was Thomas Lawrence, and mtheravas, first name was Florence,
her maiden name was Orlandini, and she married &kd#arkins.

JR: And how do you spell your mother’s last namajdan hame?
DH: Maiden name is spelled O-R-L-A-N-D-I-N-I.

JR: Great, and how did, had they been in Lewistoraflong time, or how did they end up
there?

DH: Yes, my mother was born in Portsmouth, New Hglnirp, and her dad was a chef who
was brought to this country from Florence, Italytbg fiame) brewery people and he cooked for
them at their resort in Portsmouth, New Hampshiad then moved from there to Lewiston
and he worked at the country club, cooking at thieneuth Country Club.

JR: Okay, great, and how about your father?

DH: My father was born in Lewiston from, his motlagéd father emigrated from Ireland and
he came, but he was born in Lewiston and he ledtreechason trade in Boston as a young man
and then later came back, and that's what he didifoliving.

JR: Okay, sois he at all, did he build any of thids, was he involved with that?

DH: He was involved in St. Peter’'s Church, he waslved, he had a long standing career
with the Lewiston Public Works because many ofdfneets he wound up paving, and he also
knew the underground system of the city at thae¢tim

JR: Okay, great. Now, | understand you come fromery large family?
DH: Yes, | was the last of twelve, nine boys andelyirls.

JR: Okay, tell me about Lewiston growing up, te# fke, like you were born in 1929 so
maybe you might have some recollections of the Aearession maybe, or like through the
thirties, tell me about that a little.

DH: That's right. The early years of my youngearngawere, you recall, basically pretty lean
years. And that was pretty much so for most ofpieeple of my age growing up. We lived on
basically what was then a farm area, which todajligrown up, and that farm area was up on
the corner of East Avenue and Montello. My fatbened several acres of land, and we had
cows, hens, pigs, horses, and we actually livedhefigarden area in the progress. My mother
used to even raise turkeys and, some which wefkepurselves, but she also sold them to
neighbors around Thanksgiving time. And we usesktbeggs as well, there was a couple of
the hotels that used to come up and buy the eggsds. And so it was lean, your lean years.



Everybody was in the same boat, you were poor butdydn’'t know it.

JR: Right. What can you tell me about like yourguds’ religious views?

DH: Both my folks were of Roman Catholic. And tivegre, my mother was a lady that every
night before going to bed did her rosary, and ntlgefg | always remembered before going to
bed is that he would kneel down in front of hiskiog chair and say his prayers. As young kids
we used to try to listen to see whether you coelar what the prayers were, but we were never
successful. But that was a ritual.

JR: Did your mother work?

DH: No, no.

JR: She was a homemaker.

DH: She worked all the time.

JR: Well, yeah, right.

DH: Because in the summer time, you know, cannaggtables and tomatoes and so forth
and all that. And when you think of the washingattshe did by hand, and | can remember the
very first washing machine that they were ableuyp Wwas one of those easy washing machines
that had a wringer that you ran the clothes through

JR: How about your parents’ political views?

DH: My father was a very staunch Democrat all ifiés IAnd typical of the Irish heritage, he
loved politics. My mother was much more liberauyknow. He was a staunch Democrat.

JR: Did they, did either of them get really involvim the community, or otherwise?

DH: My father very much so, and of course | hadlder brother, Barney, who became an
alderman, went to the legislature, went to the tseasa a Democrat. And then after law school,
he came back and he switched to the Republicag.Part

DH: Barney?

JR: Much to my father’s chagrin, and then was,rlatas appointed the municipal court judge
in Old Town and he had a law practice in the Barggea.

JR: Okay, that’s your brother, all right. Was yodid your father ever hold any offices
around?

DH: No, no, but very, very active in the politicallies and so forth, the ground roots level
type . . ..



JR: Right, right. How about, any other of yourlsigs besides Barney?

DH: My brother Bill was, Bill, who was, who workéar a number of years in the newspaper
business with th&un-Journal, and then later was public relations man for BMékand then
Hillcrest Poultry. Bill was very active in the pidal scene and ran for the alderman’s seat at
one time. He was defeated by John Telow, but leeweay active because of the background of,
with his newspaper work, but he was always veryhmaoterested, you know, in the political
aspect.

JR: OK, great. What can you tell me about Lewisjast like the city in general growing up,
like what you observed? Maybe some perspectivesigin Barney or Bill, through their service,
like politically, socially?

DH: It was basically, you know, | have fond memsrié growing up in Lewiston. At the

time, for us to go down to Lisbon Street was reallyeat because it was a very busy area. On a
Saturday it would be wall-to-wall people from, aach side of the street, and that was really
something. And there were a number of very, veydgstores on that street. Not only, you
know, the Woolworth’s and the J.J. Newberry’s, #m@Kresge’s, but there were a lot of fine
clothing stores both for men and women, and of sswwvhen you had, too, where L.L. Bean is
today, the D. Peck store which was a wonderful dapent store. And usually at Christmas time
that’'s where Santa Claus always came, you knowilaatdvas always a big treat. And it was a
type of town and city where people seemed to knogranother. Even as a youngster growing
up, you'd go down and, you know, and older peopbeilel speak to you and so forth and seem
to know you, either, whether it was through a fgmgsemblance or maybe, but it was a very
warm area.

And | know playing sports at Lewiston High wheneédnt to, there was a number of adults who
followed the sports scene religiously. And youldayo out and you could see them almost in
their favorite sections of the bleachers where gayegularly. And they were politically
active, both at the school board level and so forth

| can relate a personal story, that my junior yrdrigh school | came out for football practice in
August and | came down with a ruptured appendikrieaessitated an appendectomy. And so |
was in the hospital, and there was a man who wakeoachool board come to see me, and we
had had two new coaches who came in that year wtiadplaced a previous coach who had
been there for a number of years, and they werdaiaog well. So he said to me, “I don’t want
you to go back to school,” he said, “We’re goingy&d rid of those two coaches,” and he says,
“We’re going to bring a football coach who was afttard Little (nintelligible phrase) across

the street here next year.” “So,” he said, “stayayear,” he says, “and come back.” And | did.
So |, instead of graduating in the class of ‘4grdduated in ‘48, | came back and played two
years of football, and the last year was the stgenpionship team. So, it was that type of thing
where you had people who were very much interasteahd knew, the boys and girls who were
at that level and took very much an interest ihtoAnd that was a thing that | saw, you know, as
a result of coming back here over the years begéede.



My children, as they now, my oldest son is fortywf@and my second son is forty- one, my
daughter is just thirty-eight, even when they cdraek they always kind of go down and they
leave with such a saddened heart because theyrsddhey experienced even when they were
young, what it was like. And of course, unfortigdlptnone of them will be back to this area.
My oldest son has said to me, “If | ever come backlaine,” he said, “probably Portland would
be my first choice to come back to.” You know, but-

JR: Yeah. Tell me about, you were talking abouirytime at school, where did you go to
elementary school?

DH: | wentto elementary school, | started outia little Gosselin School, which now is

where the car wash is up here on the corner of Ra=tue and Sabattus Street, Elizabeth Ann’s,
there was a, this was the Gosselin School, andithdya kindergarten, first and second grade,
and the third and fourth grades were in the sammyohey were divided and we had one
teacher. She would teach the third grade in thenimg and fourth grade in the afternoon.

JR: Really, wow, and then you went -?

DH: Then from there | went to Frye School, whichvris being converted into a housing
project for the elderly, and | was in the fifth deathere, and then from there | went to Jordan
school where | went to the sixth, seventh and &ighnades.

JR: And then on to Lewiston High School.
DH: And then on to Lewiston High.

JR: What were your, like | guess, hobbies or irgey®r like favorite subjects while you were
growing up?

DH: Well | was, probably from the standpoint of ari¢he big interests, because my, | had
eight other brothers that preceded me in athlebiat) in football and baseball. So naturally it
was something that followed, we were, it was atgeeastructive outlet so that was, you know,
so that was almost an natural, you know. But hrostprobably | had, you know, when | look at
the elementary level, | had some wonderful teacivbis were really, really good, both, even in
my high school level. But, you know, history, yknow, even spelling back then pretty good. |
remember in the sixth grade every Friday afternmamteacher would split the class in half and
line us up, and we’'d have spelling bees, you krtbat, type of thing and geography. And the
sciences were always of interest to me.

JR: Do you remember like particular teachers wha lilee a really, really significant
influence on you?

DH: Yeah, | would say that probably my fifth gradacher, Theresa Burns. She was the
principal of Frye and | had her for only one yeard she was very much, very much like kind of
a turning point. Because one of the things thatréssed me at the beginning, | was in that class
with a fellow by the name of Don Bard, and Don @iolly had stayed back | would say



probably, maybe three years in total, and so heoldes. And to me, you know, at that age, and
he was, because he was older and bigger, you kmellvi thought, you know, that this guy was
almost an adult as far, when you're looking peripedrom a fifth grader. But he had a natural
talent to draw.

And | remember Theresa Burns, you know, spendmg twith him and | remember her one day
saying to him, “Donald, this is a God given talerid you must work to develop that because
this is something that you cannot let go of, beeawsi will become successful with this if you
do what you have to do necessarily to get the estucand develop the skills that God has given
you.” And it was so true, because he went on audime very, very successful in the art
business.

JR: That's cool. So, what happens after high stthoo

DH: Atfter high school, | had been accepted forrekrship to go to Colby. And at that time
Colby had just moved from down in the city by thédroad tracks up to Mayflower Hill. And |
had gone up there for the initial session, andag,Ww came away with a kind of a real cold
feeling. It was not a kind of a warm receptiond &mame back home and | remember saying to
my folks, you know, “I’'m not going to go there, evihough | had been accepted.” So my
father, he said, “You want to go to college, g®Bties, Bates is a good college.” You know,
and so | worked a year, took a couple of post gatlaourses, and | made application to Bates
and came in in the fall of ‘49.

JR: What had been your experience with Bates growpf? Like, as, like essentially it's
relation to the city, | guess?

DH: Well, | think that, I've had a good relationghvith Bates largely because of, | think
through the athletics. Because when we were ih safpool what would happen is that if Bates
would happen to be playing, if we would play a mieggame and Bates would be playing in the
afternoon, then they would allow us to be abledaengand to witness, and that was really
something because, you know, high school and wagchicollege game, you know, and so
forth. And in those days the crowds, the game®wery well attended. There were a number
of local people who attended Bates College footipathes in those days. And so that was, that
was really something. It was most interesting. geer really came into contact with the
campus. It was more through the athletic field @ had a connection with the college. And |
realize that even at that time that it was like, ¢bllege kind of sat on an island as far as the re
of the community was concerned, but those of us wéi@ involved with the athletic program,
you see, we didn’'t sense that same feeling as mofime others. And then as | was a student
here, | witnessed that type of thing because dveungh | was a local boy and | was going to
Bates, it was then that | probably really becangnaant about how distanced the community
was from the college.

JR: Right. At the time that you went to Bates dibbt of local people attend Bates?

DH: Yes. When | graduated from Bates, there wasityvone Lewiston and Auburn in the,
that graduated that year.



JR: Really? Okay, so | imagine you were involvedithletics while here at Bates.

DH: Yes, | was involved both in football and badklmy four years. Freshmen then at that
time were not eligible for varsity competition, weed to be the opponents in the scrimmages
getting ready for games. But we had our own scleeaie had a freshman schedule.

JR: And, like what did you major in, what were yoaigews?
DH: | was a biology major, with a minor in chemystr
JR: Okay, and did you involve yourself at all picktlly or otherwise like on campus?

DH: Well I, politically | was not active. | was moactive with the, you know, the George
Ramsdell, the, you know, the science group becasskyr as assistantships and then, and we
used to give science fairs where we brought iddbal students of surrounding areas to attend,
you know, and that type of.

JR: And do you remember, were there any other peafies who really had a, besides George
Ramsdell?

DH: Oh, what the, the professors that, probablyioriee biology department, we had Dr.
Crowley, Mark [Thomas] Crowley. He was a great.guy

In the Cultural Heritage program, which existedates at that time, which was a two year
program where you went into the arts, and archite¢cimusic and so forth and all of that, John
Willis [John Randolph Willis], Professor Willis wasally a, had a strong influence. 1 had to
take, then you had to take a core English coursegs mandatory, and | happened to have Bob
Berkelman, and he was a, that was a, it was a,dreauld have to say that at the time |
probably hated him, but I later began to appreciaddly what a great teacher that he really was,
you know, after, you know, so often is the caset tBat, they happened to really stand out.

And in the chemistry department, Dr. [William Bemja] Thomas was a real fine man who, and
a good teacher. And in government they had Dr.dvan, who was another one, who later left
and was down at Bowdoin for years, and then helssame very politically active and wound
up in Washington. He was active, he was very mineblved in Muskie’s campaigns, along
with . . ..

JR: Oh, John Donovan?
DH: John Donovan, along with Frank Morey Coffin.
JR: Now you mentioned that the community kind aised sort of this isolation about Bates.

Did you get a sense that that was reciprocal wkththe faculty and the professors, or were they
more willing to outreach?



DH: Yeah, | think that they were, | think that thegre more outreach because, you know, you
take like Brooks Quimby who was, you know, he wasactive in Kiwanis, you know, a lot of
the, and there were some that were Rotarians,@atiteprofessors were, you know, there was
probably a handful who at least were active withim community at that time while | was there.

JR: Okay. And at your time at Bates, did it reagrve the, | guess maybe, did it give you like
a new perspective on the world, like did you geéase of that, or -?

DH: Yeah, |, you know, | was probably, another ghismithat | don’t think | really appreciated
the education | got from Bates until after | gralsand | went to Columbia to do my physical
therapy training, and | was there and | was thkim¢gg you know, more science and so forth and
all of that. And then I, because | was probabligest a, you know, a C student through my years
at Bates, and then on Columbia | came out secondyaflass.

JR:  Wow!

DH: Soitreally was a, but at first | think, yondw, maturation, | had, | graduated one week,
got married the next so | had, you know, and thentwn to Columbia, so | think | had settled
down some, you know, somewhat more than | did hBrd.| had a great four years here at
Bates, though, | was with a great class and lygafid so | probably could have done better but
| was, you know, there was so much going on | thdoitgvas just wonderful to be able to
participate, everything that was going on.

JR: So you went to Columbia. How did you decidgaato Columbia?

DH: In my junior year at Bates | broke my leg ibJaiversity of Mass football game. And |
was in a long leg cast and | was over in the olca@oLibrary. At that time | was planning to go
on to get involved and to probably go into reseavith drug companies, and probably get my
master’s and probably, you know, my doctorate, shtae direction | was leaning towards. And
| was in the Coram Library and | was readifigg New York Times and | read an article by
Howard Rusk who was a physiatrisitc] who had established the physical medicine departm
at New York University in Bellevue. And he had tien this article about the rehabilitation of
the G.l.s who were coming back from the serviceynd®d and so forth, and it kinda caught my
attention and | thought, boy, you know, this is stimng that | could relate to, say, you know, to
athletics because they threw a long leg cast orthmg,gave me a pair of crutches which were
way too high for me, you were never fitted, you kmthat type of thing. So | wrote him a letter
and he in turn responded and sent me the catal@j@@sdumbia and NYU to read more about.
And so that was the turning point, and | applieda@mission to Columbia my senior year. And,
you know, you may sometimes, you know, | couldelphbut when | attended the, this, the
Bates graduation and listened to Robert Reich, Wigawas mentioning to students about, you
know, being receptive and you never know what,ahbcould think of was that from that
newspaper art-, from that broken leg, reading tleatspaper article and how it turned around
and | wound up in a career that | couldn’t havenblegppier with, couldn’t have enjoyed any
more. So it was a, you know?

JR: So how long were you at Columbia, was uriftelligible phrase)?



DH: It was a year program, from September righdugh October.
JR: And what was your experience like in New Yoiky@

DH: Oh, that was, well to me that was a, that veadly, in the fifties was a great time to be
there. | had a, | was down, | had a landlady tiaat a room, Mrs. Stein, lovely lady, and | had a
room there which was probably about five blocksyaWwam the university. And there was a
Jewish deli that was right outside on the corned, iawas there the first time, when | had my
first bagel. And so, and the interesting thinthat they would have doughnuts and they would
have chocolate doughnuts, but to them a chocotaighthut was a plain doughnut with
chocolate frosting on it. And so |, as | got todbeegular | used to say to some of the men there,
| said, “When | go back to Maine I'm going to briggu back a real chocolate doughnut.” And
so on my trip home, when | did go back, | luggedkoa dozen of chocolate doughnuts with, you
know, some that were plain and some that were dlaaad it was the first time that these men
had actually truly seen a pure chocolate dougtamd,so this was really something.

JR: That's great.

DH: Butitwas a great year to be in because, you ktlosvBroadway shows, through the
college we were able to get, even when money wagight, but we were able to get tickets,
you know that, of course, so you had a chancedo ¥¢e cut class on St. Patrick’s Day, about
five of us, and we got down and we got into thePatrick’s Day parade, you know, and so
forth, so it was a great experience. Coming frawiston, Maine, you know, it was a real eye
opener.

JR: Yeah, definitely. So you spent a year thakthat were, what professors there were really
influential?

DH: 1 had, there was two professors that, that wealy great to me. There was one | had in
physiology, a Japanese professor by the name aVBng. And one of the things is is that | was
doing very well in that class, and for years, frim time | was a freshman in high school, at
Christmas time | worked at the Lewiston post offiedivering mail because that was a job in those
days that in a week’s time you could earn a hundodiérs, and that was really good money. So |
had to leave to go back, and | had told him ttmetd had this job, but there was an exam coming up
but he said it was all right, | said, when | camedback I'll make it up. So when | come back, you
know, | went to him to make it up, and | always esnber he said, “Well no need to make it up,”
and so forth. He said, “You got a very good gr&ide; And | said, “But maybe if | take this exam |
can get an A.” “Nothing wrong with B+.” And soats the way it stood. So, but he was a very
good professor, you know. Then | had a professmeurology, Dr. Green, who was a, who was
excellent. And he was a man that, who really khesstuff clinically and so forth, and | thought of
him many times as | practiced over the years. thah another man who taught us, | always
remember this piece of advice, it was a man byhtlmee of Dr. Garavich, he said to us on the last
day of class, he said now, he said, “You'll be gi@thg, you're young, you're enthusiastic, you
want to go out,” and he said, and you really warrehab the world.” But, he says, he said, “Just
remember,” he said, “And don’t make the mistake,$hys, “of the young minister who upon giving



his first homily, you know, tried to give the pdr@ers the whole Bible in one lesson.” He said,
"Just dole it out a little at a time, you know."nd it was one of the best pieces of advice in dgali
with patients that you could, that happened becanisetimes, you know, you just need to listen to
them, hear them out, you know, reassure them aridrdo And it was so true because you're
anxious to want to do well and show them how mumh khow, you know.

JR: Great. So after a year at Columbia what did go?

DH: |then had my first job at, it was then New K &tate Rehabilitation Hospital in West
Haverstraw, New York, which is now renamed the Hétayes Rehab Hospital. Beautiful area,
just kind of six miles south of Bear Mountain iret@atskill, probably twenty minutes away
from West Point. And oftentimes on the weekendsmyhve only worked a five day week we-,
the Hudson Bay Ferry used to come up and stopat Beuntain, we’d get on that for a really
token, and ride up to Poughkeepsie and so forttcante back. It was just a wonderful and it
was a great experience.

| was in the rehab section of that, the physicatdpy department was divided: you had one
section where they did all the muscle reeducattoey did all the modalities and so forth, and
then this was the rehab section where you taugiplpdiow to really transfer, use crutches,
stairs, manage braces and so forth, along witlstiteeagthening exercises. We had mat classes,
parallel bar, crutch management classes, and therodthem before graduating, we had a tour
where they would have to transfer into the hospitabmobile, go actually into West
Haverstraw, board a train, go to the next stoppffeind cross the street, go into a department
store, and we had a whole thing where we would timen and everything and grade them and
so forth, and that type of thing so it was a, isv@avery well structured program.

JR: And how long were you there?
DH: | was there for a year.
JR: Justayear.

DH: And then | joined up with the National Foundatfor Infantile Paralysis, they had a polio
emergency in Providence, Rhode Island. And sontirem there with them, and | was in the
section where | dealt with those who were in regpns, the iron lungs and so was involved in
that. That was a great, great experience. | #awe was a lady who had contracted polio and
she was really aufintelligible word) high level type, and she was pregnant, and tledyated

her infant son in the iron lung. And that was lgeah amazing thing to absolutely see. And the
youngster came out and had just a little weakne8weaankle, which they cast, which they
casted upon. It was amazing just to see this inféth this small little cast on, but it turned out
well. She held right up, you know, was appareptlyalyzed for the rest of her life, but she was
a remarkable lady who later went on and won twordw/as Polio Mother of the Year. But she
was, after coming out of the iron lung to a walkbve and then to a portable chest, but she,
through dictaphones and so forth drew a portrait apbook together and everything else. She
was a marvelous lady.



JR: So how long were you in Providence?

DH: | was in Providence two and a half years, bgeaiter, the original assignment was for
three months, but after the three months was updbpital administration asked me to stay on
to another department, and so | was there for tvdbaahalf years before | came back to Maine.
Came back to Maine in 1957 to establish the departmf Pineland Hospital, the training
center, in Pownal, Maine. | had never had any e&pee with mental retardation, and that was
a great teaching and learning experience, belieaie Amd | had to develop a whole new set of
criteria down to evaluate these youngsters, yowkamd the treatment process and so forth.
Pineland at the time had between twelve hundrdiftéen hundred residents, you know, on the
grounds and so that was a, we had a total, thepatkage we had the education, the school,
department of education, we had a speech theramdtad an occupational therapy department.
And the, then we also had one of the teachers away to get instruction in Braille and, so we
could work with some of the blind patients thathesl there. So it was a great learning
experience. And especially at the time becausehiigiren were being born, they were young
and you really develop that real sense of appiieaiathat fine dividing line between so-called
normalcy, and normalcy, and it was a, but a manglearning experience that | never regretted
it.

And | left there in 1964 to come to Lewiston toadsish the department at St. Mary’s Hospital
over here. And | have actually set up the departrize the sisters at Marcotte Home, which is
now D’Youville, three years before, in 1961. Aralteree years later they asked me to come to
do this in the hospital, and so | did. | was therealmost twenty-three years before | left. And

| had the opportunity to establish the departméMantello Manor Nursing Home in the fifties
up there, while | was there. Then the last teng/dwat | practiced was, | was in a private
practice situation under, over here right on Salkaftreet, underneath Doctors [Victor M.]
Parisien and [Jacques R.] Dumont.

JR: Okay, and so now you're retired from that?
DH: | retired four years ago the 30th of this April

JR: Okay, great. If we can kind of change gedidle. When you came back, | guess | just
kind of want to get an impression from you of justean like the political scene or social scene
in Lewiston. Like how did it change, how had iadged like when you came back after your
years away? | guess start there-

DH: Well, amazingly | didn’t see a real big chandiewas, Lewiston was still politically very
active, still very strongly Democratic. And of e¢sa | had, had the opportunity to have as a
patient the man who they used to call Mr. Demokeaie in Lewiston, Louis Jalbert. And it was
largely through Louis Jalbert that | met Ed Muskie.

JR: Oh, okay.

DH: And that's how that, that's how that contacjdre. When | was out of the state, Ed
Muskie later came as governor of the state, yomknBut | had not met him personally until,



when it was through Louis Jalbert. And it washattmeeting here, and that’'s how it happened
to, they wanted to get the picture of the two Bates.

JR: Right, okay.

DH: Because when Louis had brought me over toduoite me to Ed, he said, “There’s
another Bates grad,” he said, “that you should khofnd so.

JR: Okay, I'm just going to flip the tape over.
DH: Sure, no problem.

End of Sde A
SdeB

JR: Okay, we're on side B of the interview with DdvHarkins, and you were just telling me
how you first ran into Muskie through your contadth Louis Jalbert.

DH: That's right. And so, at that time | had neés a decided difference in the political
scene, it was still, as | said, very, still stauldmocratic, still very politically active at thiene.

JR: Okay.

DH: And my years at the hospital, we saw plentgaditical activity because during Sister
Rachel’s tenure, she wanted to create a campus fimirthe St. Mary’s and then the nursing
home, and one of the proposals was that they waatedild an overpass from, connecting St.
Mary’s through Marcotte Home, over Campus AvenBeat they wanted to be able to close
Campus Avenue off of Central to Sabattus Streef; #end so, CMMC reacted very strongly
against it, politically there was an alderman tjpatinvolved, so the thing is it was forced to a
citizen’s referendum. And so naturally we who weatlat the hospital were very active in going
to city hall and speaking to the aldermen and st fand all of that before it went to a vote. The
proposal got defeated, but it was a very, it wgseat active, politically active campaign, and
you had, you know, some of the aldermen who wefavar of it, and others who were not, and

JR: And when was this, about what year?

DH: This had to have been in the, I'm going to selyat, maybe 1975 probably somewhere in
that-.

JR: Okay, and so they wanted to have that overpassCampus and to build they were going
to have to close off.

DH: That's right.

JR: Oh, okay, and that was what became-.



DH: So, what happened is that they felt, see, & wabe able to do it with, it was more cost
effective for them to go over than it was to go emdBut when the proposal got defeated, then
what they did is that they went underground with tiing and kept the street open.

JR: Okay. Yeah, actually, | was actually goingrention, | wanted to just ask you about just
the relationship between CMMC and like St. Mar¥ileg kind of like the political infighting, of
what you- what sense you have of that.

DH: That was interesting because, you know, thesytsat | was at Bates as a student, the
college and then, what was then Central Maine Gémtspital before it was CMMC, they
were very close.

JR: Really?

DH: Very close. Norm Ross was a board of trusas the bursar here and purchasing agent
for years, he was a trustee and so forth, a ltteprofessors had contacts, you know, through
the hospitals and so forth. And | think probablgtaof that had to do is that in those days,
because Bates having been a Baptist college, avasialways in growing up | know in the
town, you know, the locals used to refer to CMGhasYankee hospital and St. Mary’s as the
Catholic hospital, you know, so-. But there waggy strong allegiance between CMMC and
the college. And a lot of the doctors who for weaere the key physicians and the, who
operated the infirmary, all came from CMG.

And it was later during Rachel’s tenure that shig]/§bomas] Hedley Reynolds, who then was
the president of the college, onto the board afadors over at St. Mary’s. And, boy, that really
created a furor because some of the doctors whe vesy, very strong CMMC, a couple of
them who were Bates grads who | had known, theg wearite upset about the fact that Hedley
would go onto the board over here. But it wases&ihg in disguise because the thing is is that,
more ways than one | think that it began to ursssy, the college properly with that hospital for
the first time in years. But also in the procesgeBavas able to negotiate the land deal that the
sisters had owned where you see now Merrill Gymthrcthew track facilities, all the way over.
That was all the sister’s land, and that deal vwegotiated during Hedley's tenure as part of the
board. And it's interesting now that | look at sk the relationship between St. Mary’s and
Bates, probably today is, probably reminds me citwtwas like when | was a student here at
Bates and it was the college with CMMC. It's rgdfimiliar.

JR: Do you think that that transition for Batesirigemore affiliated with St. Mary’s, had an
influence on like the community, like Lewiston’smamunity, Lewiston’s outlook on Bates?

DH: Oh, | absolutely do, I really do. Because thejas, for years in the early years, you
know, it was, it used to be that actually thatN&ry’s was looked upon as the local Franco-
American hospital. CMMC was kind of the, you kndhe, referred to as the Yankee hospital,
Baptist, and the affluent from Auburn, you knowattkype of thing. And | think that's where you
see now where it's much more of an interminglingchnmore liberalization of views and
everything else, and you're seeing much bettet aoperation than you've ever seen before.



JR: Okay, that's really interesting. | guess mawgecan go back to Muskie a little bit, and
maybe what your sense of, like for example, likevhwhat were the exact circumstances of this
meeting?

DH: This was a field day for a Democratic rallyhey used to hold those annually at the, le
Montagnard Club had a chalet out at No Name Pamdiffzey used to hold these Democratic
rallies out there, and they would always bring praminent speaker, and this year it happened
to be Ed Muskie who they brought in. Later on,iaglais would have to be in the seventies,
Louis Jalbert got Ed Muskie to come back to bepitigciple speaker of a 75th anniversary for
the Sisters of Charity. It was held at the Armdrgcause | was the emcee that night, and so
forth. And I only wish that I, again | looked teeswhether, see when my mother was living she
was the great saver. | have family scrapbooksgbdtack to 1924 all the way up until her
death. And so that's the reason why, but I'm suweould be the type of thing that would be
within the archives of th&un-Journal.

JR: Right, yeah.

DH: Itwas a, it was the 75th anniversary of th&e3s of Charity here, and Louis Jalbert, and |
was on the committee when Louis actually calledvitgkie secretary in Washington to tell him
that he was going to have to come back and giypeach.

JR: What was your impression of Louis Jalbert?

DH: He was a very, he was a consummate politické& was a throwback to the Jim Curley
type of politician, of Boston, because he was dagrled his politics through Louis Brann who
later became governor of the state who had acthalliypbeen a disciple of Jim Curley, and so.
And he was a most, most interesting guy.

| said, being a consummate politician, | rememlsandp with him, he always would make it a
point on Sunday mornings to go and have breakfabeacafeteria at St. Mary’s hospital,
because oftentimes after some of the masses tAeHoench people would go over and have
breakfast, it was inexpensive and they had a goeakifast. Louis always made it a point to be
there. And sometimes whoever the first few thati@ome in, he would go up and he would
pay for the breakfast, you know, and so forth, gn®y’d come up to pay and they’d say, “Oh,
Mr. Jalbert took care of that,” you know, and sdtand all that.

| had a girl who was my secretary, and this onéiqdar, her mother had worked in the dietary
service, and Louis was in getting treatment this day and she happened to be saying to
another one of the patients who was waiting thatLouis ic] Chevalier was coming to town

to be the principal speaker for the awards nightife Bates Mill employees. And so this girl
was saying, “Oh, he is my mother’s favorite, whag svouldn’t give to be able to see Maurice
Chevalier,” you know, and so forth. And so, it véasnething in passing, and never thought of
it, you know, the day went on. Well, Monday moghiceme around and this girl comes in to me
and she was so excited and she’s saying, “Mr. iHarkiou’ll never know what happened,” she
said. “Saturday morning Mr. Jalbert came to owrdsoand he had two tickets, one for me and



one for my mother to go and see, you know, Mau@ibevalier.” And so, all | kept saying to
myself, “Well, there’s twenty-five votes there, ta&s twenty-five votes there.” This was, this
was the way that this man had operated.

He was, he was a very interesting dichotomy bechad®ad probably as many enemies as he
had friends. But | saw at this kind of grass flegtl a lot of the good things that a lot of people
did not probably see. | knew of people comingito tvho were having hard times, who had big
families, that needed shoes, that needed clothimgdjhe would send them down to a local
clothing store or a local shoe store, outfit théskand he’d take care of it, you know. I'm sure
that he got that money from other sources, but thehess he did it, you know. | remember a
lady who had a mentally retarded youngster, ang really an undue hardship, she had to
work and to be able to care for her, it was a lgigiglon, to be able to get into Pineland. And she
had made application, there was a waiting lisfosthh. She come to, | said to her, she had told
me, | said, “Well, you pick up the phone, you &afl Jalbert. You tell him your story just as
you're telling me today.” She did that night. Sja verification two days later for her child to
be admitted, yeah.

And | used to, | used to go and, he’d invite meigat with him at his home, and he was a, he
had, | always remember he had probably the biggésdex that I've ever seen in my life. And
he had, and he operated from that telephone ewsty And, you know, when you saw him he
was, like he had just walked out of Baum Bros. alh¢unintelligible phrase), always
impeccably dressed, you know, so forth. And heldgesay to me, he said, you know, he said,
“I learned this from Louis Brann. You may not havaickel in your pocket, but you’'ve got to
dress the part.”

JR: That's great. What sense did you have of Jg#belationship with Muskie?
DH: | sensed, because they had served in thedagisltogether -
JR: Oh, Jalbert served that far back?

DH: That far back. And so forth, and so he way eetive, so, and obviously from the
standpoint of having seen, you know, having beesoate of the rallies and seen actually the
response that he got when they were trying todméhe emcee for the Sisters of Charity, and
how, you know, he picked up the phone and calledhivgton and was able to get, | think that
there was actually a very mutually good relatiopsiiou know. It may have been adversarial at
times, but nonetheless they, there was a certaidibg there because he was able to get things.
| think that, you know, in the political career,las sure that Louis probably early on may have
been helpful to him at the state level, and | ttimkt as a result of that he never forgot those
political favors and loyalty, and subsequently, koow, it would reciprocally work both ways.

JR: Interesting. Do you have much of a senserdfke impressions of other prominent
Lewiston figures, like political or -?

DH: Well, of course one who comes to mind is Fristadcey Coffin.



JR: Tell about him.

DH: Well, there is a finer a gentleman who, youwnthat you couldn’t meet and, you know,
brilliant mind, and probably who you would not asise with politics at all. And | think the
shameful part is is that he never got to be goveshthis state, you know, because he would
have been a wonderful one in that seat, and | thewwould have been a wonderful man in
Washington. As it turned out, of course, you knbe/s second to none from the standpoint of
his role as, as, in the law field. And | thinlatiprobably the thing that may have hurt him was
the fact that he didn’t look like the political ®pyou know, if there is such a thing. | think he
was just too straightforward, you know, he just edorward with so much sincerity that it was
hard to believe it. But he was that type of a mhthink the world of him.

I’m on the, I’'m one of the directors on the NatibRaotball Foundation, the Maine chapter, and
three years ago the distinguished service award todfrank Morey Coffin. And he, in my
tenure on this board, he gave perhaps the finestcépthat I've ever heard from any recipient
there. He just had that audience eating out op#ien of his hand, and it was with, you know,
levity and, you know, and so forth, and it was pissolutely great. So he, | have the utmost
respect and regard for him. And another man wats We mentioned earlier, was John Donovan
who, and he was a bright and regular man. Thaserses that really stand out, you know, for
me.

JR: How about Ernest Malenfant?

DH: Ernest Malenfant wasiintelligible phrase) [laughter]. He, when, as the gate tender to
become the mayor of the city, he was, he was lgsbpposite end of the pole. But | think in his
own right, | think Ernest was a sincere, honest,rbanlimited in intelligence, political know-
how, you know. Easily malleable by the others thate more sophisticated in their ways.

JR: If we can talk a little more about your brotheBarney and Bill. When, do you know
about when Barney served?

DH: Yes, he would be back in the thirties.

JR: Oh wow, that long ago, okay.

DH: Yeah, see, because he was the third oldekeifamnily.
JR: Okay, so you guys were pretty spread out.

DH: It would be back in the thirties, ‘35, ‘38, y&now, because he was still in the senate
when World War One broke out. He was married &nelet children, and got drafted.

JR: This was WWI?

DH: Yeah, WWII.



JR: Oh, oh, okay.

DH: And then he, and he volunteered for the submaservice and so, and that, at the time he
was, he had two years of law school done at St'dolAnd then after the service he came back
and transferred to Boston College and got his @efyoan B.C. Law, and then established
practice in the Bangor area and then got appomitgaicipal court judge by, then the governor
was Fred Payne.

JR: Oh wow, okay. So that long ago. So do you kifdve ever had any run ins with Muskie,
like maybe in his early years? He’s probably lkefore Muskie was Senator.

DH: Probably a little before Muskie’s time, yeah.

JR: Okay.

DH: I'm sure my brother Bill had connections, yowol, with Muskie because Bill was
politically quite active, and then having beenhe hewspaper business and also public relations
and so forth and all of that, I'm sure Bill had tacts with him.

JR: Yeah, you don’t have any stories that say sbimgtabout -?

DH: Butl don’t have any stories of him.

JR: What years did he, like was he with gum-Journal, or theLewiston Sun?

DH: Yes, thesun.

JR: Or both of them?

DH: BiIll, Bill started working with th&un-Journal when he was a senior in high school,
which was, would be the ‘41, '42. He graduatedi, ‘then was in the service and then when he
came back he was married and worked, he workedrd@uof years at the, during my high
school and college years he was with the newsghpar

JR: Okay, and he also, did you say he, did he serre any political positions?

DH: No, he ran for alderman.

JR: Oh, that’s right.

DH: That's right, ran for alderman against Johrowel

JR: Oh, right.

DH: John Telow was the incumbent at the time.



JR: And but he lost.

DH: Yeah.

JR: Now this is the first time you met Muskie, righ

DH: That's right.

JR: And did, what was your initial impression ofrhiike when you first-?

DH: It was very, you know, it was very informal rydriendly. And, you know, asked me
about, you know, when people are introduced asBates people then he wanted to know, you
know, what class | graduated from and so forth god,know, all of that. And then we talked
about, then he said, well, | said, “I know sometira you know real well because he was
instrumental in admitting me to Bates,” and thasWwaélt Lindholm.

JR:  Who was that?

DH: Milt Lindholm.

JR: Okay, who's that?

DH: Milton Lindholm was the Dean Emeritus of, DedrAdmissions, Emeriti from Bates.
He was the dean of admissions when, who admittedenause he was | think graduated the
year before Muskie, | think. Yeah, | think Muskwegas Muskie in the class of ‘36?

JR:  Yes.

DH: Yes, I think, Milt | think was ‘35 | believeh¢ year before.

JR: And did you have any other interactions withdkie?

DH: Other than -?

JR: Other than this one?

DH: The next relationship | had with him was at the

JR:  When you were emcee.

DH: When | was emcee for the Sisters of Charity Zbniversary and he was the main
speaker for that.

JR: Okay. Did you have a sense of, like throughskiel's years as like a senator, kind of
what his relationship to Lewiston was, or like hdike maybe how Lewiston, the people of
Lewiston saw him and how he helped out Lewistorsesved them | guess?



DH: Because he was a Democrat and Lewiston was@swl/ Democratic, he was naturally
kind of a favored son here from that standpoirdon’t recall that, basically that he, that he adid
lot for Lewiston, and that's one of the things thaving, having known a lot of people from
Rumford and actually had a classmate who was framfBrd, they were, there was a number
that was opposed to the memorial that they sebupd Muskie that was just dedicated about a
year ago over there, because they felt that hermeveed up to being a Rumford native, that he
always considered Waterville his home town bec#uses where his, that’s where he practiced
law out of, you know. And so there was a lot diveaRumford people who felt very remissed
about that. And that, | remember them, you kntwat bne of my classmates who he graduated
with one, you know, talked about that very much Bat they, you know, spoke very highly of
his father who was a tailor there, you know, aredftmily. But a lot of them felt that Muskie
avoided Rumford and never considered it as hiveaity.

JR: I'mjust curious as to just your impressiong gtiess Lewiston politics, | guess like later
on, like more recent, like in, and compared to tike past. Just for example, like, if you have
any impressions like the new charter back in 1980.

DH: I, you know, probably at that time | would haeesay that | probably, you know, got
really away from the political aspect of the thirignvas, | got taken up in my work, | had to deal
with the politics of being in the hospital, andfegh. And so the city politics were kind of
really put on a back burner.

JR: Okay, well then how about, like | understand yome to Bates pretty much every day for
coffee, right?

DH: That's right, | come regularly to, | walk eatigre every morning, and | work out in the
Davis gym afterwards, and then usually over tolbka to, for the coffee break with some of the
regulars, Don Gautier who was a classmate of EdkMiss you know. Don’s wife, late wife,
was my seventh grade school teacher.

JR: Really, okay, yeah, right. | read a transcoifpthe interview we had with him. Who are
some of the other regulars?

DH: One of the other regulars is a man who isedtibut, Ernest Roy. He is actually a
Rumford native, but who lived and worked in, atliiys Elmet. And his connection with Bates
is that he had a son [Ernest M. Ray, Jr.] who vikené, graduated | think in 1986d] [1983]

and who | had forgotten until Ernie reminded me tieadid a student internship with me and
that | was instrumental in directing him into ploaditherapy, and he’s a practicing physical
therapist in Laconia, New Hampshire now, and sad #ken of course, Bob Provencher. Bob is
a retired elementary school principal who, he amgie high school classmates together, we
played football together at Lewiston High. Aftaes hetirement from education, he worked for |
think four years in the equipment room at, oveB&des, and then left that and then this past year
worked part time as a courier, you know, transpgrthe students to their student teaching
assignments.



JR: Oh, okay.

DH: And so he’s a, he’s been a regular. And ofsethil Malgram, who was an engineer
who was here at Bates, and of course I've knowhfBha long time because I, his wife was a
high school classmate of mine, and their two soeewontemporary with my kids, they were
musicians together and so forth and all of thatess a, he’s kind of a regular. And a number of
others usually join the round table, and so weudis@ll the foreign affairs and, baseball,
everything, anything that happens to come up, ymwk

JR: That's great. What is your impression of héivet of all how Bates has changed since,
like since you came here, and also how it’s reteiop to Lewiston has evolved?

DH: Oh, | would say that probably the relationshguv, both from a student level and | think
even from an administrative level with involvemeurith the community is far superior than it
was when | was a student here. From the studstatrglpoint, | think their interaction in the
community is far greater than it was when | wash#rere’s no question about that. And | think
even from the administration. And | think, you kndPresident [Don] Harward had a lot to do
with that. And I think in the, | think in the lomgn it’s, it really will begin to, I think it's

showing signs of paying off now, but in the long duthink it will even be more so.

You still have a lot of the old diehards who thihlat, well, you know, Bates has amassed too
much property, you know. And they fail to see thih the constructions and with students
who come here and how students spend in the conyramd so forth, and what it does for the
community, then | simply say to a lot of them, “Bou ever stop to realize that if the college
wasn't here, you think this town is dead now,” yoow.

So it has much to gain by this, and | think thaaassult of that influence with the younger
generation, some of the older diehards that dieyoff know, because it's interesting when you,
from my standpoint is that when you talk to a Ibthe local people, you know, and they say,
well, something’s going on, Bates has started geptowell, they got plenty of money, you
know. They, for some reason or other this atmospbEBates is just loaded with money
pervades this segment of the community. Whenseree, you know, | say to them, well, if you
compare Bates with Bowdoin and Colby, they’re &N/ man on the totem pole from the
standpoint of endowments, you know. Really, sban amazing thing.

But | think that student involvement, the admirasitre involvement, you know, | think with this
Lewiston-Auburn Excels, I think it's really begimg to make some inroads, and | think it may
be, you know, another five years or more, but yoovk, it will really bind and have a real
telling influence I think by then.

JR: Are there any other, well like do you know d@wgtes alums, who are still like in the area,
like from like when you came here?

DH: Yeah, there’s a fellow by the name of Benoitelnelre who, | think Benny graduated a
year after | did, | think he was the class of ‘gdah. He lives locally here, and his wife, Jackie,
her maiden was Boucher, B-O-U-C-H-E-R, her fathas & legislator in this community.



JR: Oh, yeah, J.C.?

DH: Yeah, Jean, Jean Charles, yeah. Well, Jacki®anny married and they were both
social workers for the state and are retired, yoavk and live here locally, and they winter
down in Fort Myers in the winter time.

JR: Really? Any others that you can think of?

DH: Let's see, who, well of course | mentioned M&mutier, oh yeah, and there’s a classmate
of mine, Dom Gaccetta who lives up on Champlaie&there in Lewiston. He’s a Rumford
native, and he was in my class at Bates. He’sedefrom Scott Paper, you know. And let’s see,
and there’s another fellow who also graduated wé#) a guy by the name of Gordon Howard,
and Gordon, who lives up on Montello Heights, htit’s, it may be Del Cliff Lane or, it's on
Montello Heights. He’s also retired.

JR: Great. Yeah, | guess I'm just about done., Jiugou have any more impressions of
Muskie that you'd like to share.

DH: Well, basically those were my probably two elsiscontacts, you know, with him at the
time. And, you know, they were very impersonahyeiendly and cordial and so forth, you
know. And of course not having the, any politidahlings with him, and so | didn’t get a
chance to see that side of him, but | followeddaiseer and voted for him and so forth. | was
disappointed that he didn’t become president, yoank

JR: What do you think his legacy is for Maine, @,tyou know?

DH: Well, | think it's a very positive one, you kngl really do. | think you know he really
did very well, and I think, you know, from the sthooint of the state of Maine, you know,
served with distinction.

JR: Okay, now besides the two you gave me, cartlyiolk of anyone else that we might want
to interview?

DH: Let's see. If I don’t right now, Jeremy, yondw, sometimes in passing it will come, |
can always give you a call, give you a call, anid/éai know.

JR: Yeah, we're pretty close anyway. Great, ghtj well then | think I'm all set.

DH: Okay, and as | said, if this is something gt feel that the archives would be interested
in -

JR: Yeah, | definitely think so. Yeah, that'll beegt.

DH: Well, you're welcome to have it.



JR: Thank you very much.

DH: Because you can follow up and probably geirtff@mation from the archives of the
LewistonSun-Journal, it would be there.

JR: Right, okay.

End of Interview
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