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Abstract
Building Healthy Christian Families at a Traditional Korean Church:
with Special Reference to the EDEN Presbyterian Church
Won Hur
Doctor of Ministry
2019
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

Since the Korean church’s rapid growth in the twentieth century, it has more recently
become stuck to traditional growth methods and values, unable to keep up with the comprehensive
and rapid changes in Korean society. Families and young people have left the church because of its
ministry focus on the middle aged. To correct this problem, churches must focus on raising healthy
Christian families with a Christian worldview. This study seeks to uphold faith education for the
next generation and recovery of families to energize the Korean church for renewal and for
changing the world.

Chapter 1, the introduction, spells out the research motive, purpose, method, scope, and
significance. Chapter 2 surveys secular and biblical definitions of the family in order to discover
God’s original meaning and purpose for the healthy family. Chapter 3 addresses the foundation for
building up healthy families; it examines communication between parents and children according
to biblical relationships, noting that the majority of families in the Korean church are unable to
practice this kind of healthy communication at this time. Chapter 4 studies the context of traditional
Korean churches—churches that have accomplished unprecedented explosive growth but then
negatively settled for the glory of their past—as well as the church’s younger generation who are
leaving the church hurt by such settings.

Chapter 5 describes the history and the pastoral ministry vitalization strategy of EDEN
Church designed to change it from a traditional church to a healthy one. Chapter 6 examines
EDEN Church’s process and specific ways of recovering and healing families through worship and

the Word and connecting families to the church. The conclusion, chapter 7, summarizes the



findings and makes proposals for future research directions and for the Korean church. May the
efforts to build up healthy families within the church bring recovery and healing to families, return
the younger generation to the church, and allow the church to exercise its appropriate influence in

the world.

Theological Mentors:  Ohgueon Paul Kwon, PhD
Yong Hwan Kim, PhD
Euiwan Cho, PhD
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<E 8> AW okb 15074 = 9B

1L Elxel shide] HAE FastAuz} (F 11)

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

Fbelo]

Ol

2. Hjzol @o] A} o] Tgo] bt A Aoy o] ¥R
AUk (& 11)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

2 shpdo] AEow o] 7S Sulelsl Holgov] HHe mE 3 2 shidel

w
to

N

A M= FEEA =L (2 2:10)
but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of

God. (1 Corinthians 2:10)

4. Q3 oEsle] AaAlS Buo} abxlolr) TelA Tahs A o) gler)
(X 34:8)

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. (Psalms 34:8)

5. L3)7}F N2 Al olmx HE Alge] Lslrh ) ARl & otele (2 13:35)

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (John 13:35)

gk Zlo] WAl frejolet o] = Ew|gtol W7t 7o S-S vl HAUelth (A
H 119:71)

It was good for me to be afflicted so that | might learn your decrees. (Psalms 119:71)

SPid e olAl ofulshs A7k u del dulsAel (& 424)

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24)

CAHER S SESHe A e ue w5 2ElE 7] flste] 28o] Bt Skl
s telzt gleluiet (3 4:16)
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace

to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)
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