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Abstract
A Strategy for Revitalizing Young Adult Ministry in a Local Church:
with Special Reference to the Daejeon Sungnam Church
Jaekil Yu
Doctor of Ministry
2013
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

One of the most serious challenges facing Korean churches now is that they
are losing young people—and so also losing their future. The purpose of this
ministry focus paper is to present an effective strategy for revitalizing Korean

churches’ young adult ministries.

This ministry focus paper consists of six chapters. Following the introductory
chapter, chapter 2 defines “young adults” in various aspects and discusses the
importance of ministry for young adults. It then describes four essential factors in
ministry for young adults: professional ministers, a proper understanding of the

gospel, genuine Christian community, and good programs for training leaders.

Chapter 3 studies the main reasons young adults are leaving churches and
why many churches have failed to minister to young adults. Chapter 4 introduces
three churches that provide good examples of effective ministries for young adults.
After describing the visions and pastoral philosophies of these churches, the

chapter examines their young adult ministries.

Chapter 5 scrutinizes the Daejeon Sungnam Church’s ministry for young
adults. After surveying the area where the church is located, its history, pastoral
philosophy, and the current state of the church, this chapter presents the church’s

pastoral strategy for revitalizing its young adult ministry and discusses the
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strengths and weaknesses of the ministry. It then provides suggestions for

improving the ministry.

Chapter 6 concludes this ministry focus paper by summarizing the study.

Theological Mentors: Seungkeun John Choi, Ph. D. .
Ah Young Kim, Ph. D
Jin Ki Hwang, Ph. D.
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