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Abstracts
Church Growth and Ministerial Strategies in the Korean American Dual Culture:
Agape Korean Church, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Sung Woo Hong
Doctor of Ministiry
| 2013
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

All the Korean immigrants of Agape Korean Church in Colorado Springs,
having lived in a foreign land for at least ten ‘to thirty vears, not only had
emotional wounds that made them fragile, but also had much of their identity as
Koreans fade away, thus calling for a different ministry approach than the one
accepted in Korea. Therefore, in order to form a strategy for healing, it was
necessary to first understand their backgrounds from their point of view. I sought
to comfort these lost immigrant members, heal their wounds, strengthen their
faith, improve their lifestyles through proper worship of God, and foster continuous
spiritual growth based on sound biblical and theological methods. This paper,
excluding the introduction and conclusion, includes two parts: one part covers
theoretical and practical approaches to church growth, and the other discusses the
ministry strategies that were implemented to help the church grow in its dual
culture. '

Chapter 2 discusses the need to base a healthy church on biblical teachings,
and it explores the process of healing hurt members and boosting the people’s
self-esteem and confidence. These measures were essential for nourishing and
supporting the faith and spiritual worship of the original members.

Chapter 3 describes the characteristics that make Agape Korean Church in
~ Colorado Springs stand out among the other churches in the community and
stresses the unique ministerial methods for rapid church growth. Chapter 4 deals

with the strategies for revival through new and lively worship, emphasizing the



iii

long—ignored importance of worship. This research focused on how such worship
could bring the members to appreciate worship and could give newcomers comfort
and opportunity to grow spiritually. -

Chapter 5 touches upon the strategies of balanced growth by setting up the
atmosphere of a beautiful family church that is rich in love and comfort, assisting
the settlement of newcomers. The chapter also observes the growth of healthy
faith through enthusiastic ministerial activities, worship, training, and Bible studies.
Chapter 6 focuses on the ministry of healing and revival, rebuilding the lost trust
due to previous pastors’ leaving within a year. In addition, various case studies
are analyzed as the practical grounds of the research. Chapter 7 discusses the
process of creating a good image of the church within the community, which
helps in distributing information, increasing attendance, and maintaining the good
fellowship of the members. '

Lastly, chapter 8 concludes by summarizing the research and proposing a few
methods, which 1 wholeheartedly hope and pray will aid fellow immigrant
ministries in a dual culture, so the Lord’s church will perpetually grow and

expand.

Theological Mentors: Jin Ki Hwang, PhD
Jeong~kii Min, PhD
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