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Abstract
A Pastoral Strategy for the Growth of a Rural Church:
with Special Reference to the Shinjung Central Church
Shin Ku Kwak
Doctor of Ministry
2015
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

Korean churches in rural areas are facing serious challenges: Young people
are heading for cities, church members are aging, and shamanistic influences are
still strong. In such a context, many people think the growth of rural churches is
hardly possible. This ministry focus paper, however, argues that it is. The purpose
of this ministry focus paper is to present a pastoral strategy for the growth of
churches in rural areas.

This ministry focus paper consists of seven chapters. Following the
introductory chapter, chapter 2 describes issues of rural areas and problems that
churches in rural areas are struggling with. Chapter 3 introduces two rural
churches that provide good examples of great ministries for revitalizing rural
churches. After describing the histories, backgrounds, and pastoral philosophies of
those churches, the chapter examines how their ministries have been effective for
the growth of their churches.

Chapter 4 surveys the Jungeup area where the Shinjung Central Church is
located. After describing its history and current state, this chapter examines the
Jungeup area demographically, economically, and religiously. Chapter 5 describes
the history, background, and current state of the Shinjung Central Church. It then
analyzes the membership of the Shinjung Central Church in terms of age,
educational level, worship attendance, and so forth.

Chapter 6 presents a pastoral strategy for the growth of the Shinjung Central

Church. This strategy has three parts: community service, joint ministry with
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churches in cities, and worship renewal. For the community service, this chapter
describes how the church serves its neighbors through a haircut service, medical
service, bathing service, etc. Concerning the second component, the chapter states
how the Shinjung Central Church has worked with churches in cities for joint
worship, retreats, a weekend farm, farmers’ market, etc. Regarding worship
renewal, this chapter examines the church’s worship and makes some suggestions.

Chapter 7 concludes this ministry focus paper by summarizing the study.

Theological Mentors: Ah Young Kim, Ph. D.
Seungkeun John Choi, Ph. D.
Jin Ki Hwang, Ph. D.
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