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Abstract
An Effective Strategy for Revitalizing Small Group Ministries to Build Up a
Healthy Church Community: with Special Reference to the Bukmun Church
Chan Ho Lee

Doctor of Minisiry
2015
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

An urgent task for the Korean church teday is io regain its communal
character for the sake of becoming a healthy Christian community. I think building
up healthy small groups is one way to regain the church’s communal character.
This ministry focus paper demonstrates how a local church can recover its
communal character through various small group minisiries and become a healthier
church.

This ministry focus paper consists of six chapters. Chapter 1, the
introductory chapter, presents the purposes and methods of this study. After
exploring the concept of community in terms of characteristics of the Trinity of
God and the incarnation of Jesus Christ, chapter 2 explores the biblical foundations
of the church as a community.

Chapter 3 deals with small group ministry as a means of building up the
church community. After describing small groups in terms of a disciple -
community, family-community, and mission-community, this chapter argues that
small groups can be effective for building up the Christian community. It then
introduces two churches, the Houston Seoul Baptist Church and the Hwapyung
Church, as examples of great small group ministries, and it examines their
ministries.

Chapter 4 surveys the area of Cheongju city where the Bukmun Church 1s

located in terms of history, geography, demography, education, religion, and
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culture. 1t then describes the history and current state of the Bukmun Church and
scrulinizes various ministries that the church has carried out for the purpose of
realizing a genuine Christian community, such as Bible study, QT school,
discipleship training, intercessory prayer schooi, Sunday school, and so on.

Chapter 5 focuses on the Bukmun Church’s small group ministry, It presents
a pastoral strategy for developing healthy small groups based on the “family
church” model. This strategy consists of five steps: the preparatory step in which
the church's vision is shared through preaching and lay leaders are selecled and
trained through a discipleship training program; the introductory step in which the
church’s small groups are reorganized, the transition step in which small groups
are changed into family churches; the settlement step in which family churches
become healthy Christian communities; and the final step in which family churches
conduct various ministries such as community service, evangelism, mission, and so

forth. Chapter 6 concludes this ministry focus paper by summarizing the study.

Theological Mentors: Moon Sang Kwon, Ph. D.
Seungkeun John Choi, Ph. D.
Jin Ki Hwang, Ph. D.
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