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Revitalization of Small Groups for the Recovery of Church Community:
with Special Reference to the Young Seok Church
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2015

School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

This ministry focus paper uses library research and field research to search
for ways to activate small groups in a local church. Researching biblical models
for healthy community and analyzing current Korean churches, this paper is a
quest for the right solutions to the weakening communily spirit in the Korean

church.

This paper consists of five chapters. IFollowing an introductory chapter,
chapter 2 clarifies the definition of the church and examines the role of community
in the church’s essence. It also provides the biblical foundations of the church's
community. Chapter 3 examines the crisis of the Korean church communily. It
also suggesls small group ministry as an effective alternative o the current

church system and presents the usefulness of small group ministry.

Chapter 4 investigates the history and characteristics of the Young Seok
Church, It analyzes the weaknesses and difficulties that the Young Seok Church is
facing now. Chapter 5 focuses on strategies to activale small groups in the
church. It points out the deficiency of the church’s sense of being One Body.
Reviving worship services and communion is also presented as part of the way to

recover the church community.

The concluding chapter summarizes the main ideas of this paper and proposes



iii

biblical insights and vision for church growth. From the recovery of the essence
of the church, numericai growth follows naturally. The chapter emphasizes the
leadership of the lay people in the church. It also points out the need to pay the
price fo educate the healthy and powerful lay people. By not giving up the process
of training lay people, spiritual reproducing will happen eventually. Strong small

groups will nourish new believers and become a driving force in the church.

Theological Mentors: Moon sang Kwon, Ph. D
Seungkeun John Choi, Ph. D.

Jin Ki Hwang, Ph. D.
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