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Abstract
An Effective Strategy for Planting a Church in the New Town Area:
with Special Reference to Hope of Gospel Church
Ju Won Han
DPoctor of Ministry
2015
School of Theology, Fuller Theclogical Seminary

In the context of the Korean church’'s numerical stagnation and loss of
credibility in society, one of the ways suggested for overcoming these challenges
is planting churches with a healthy and biblical concept of the church and proper
pastoral philosophy. The purpose of this ministry focus paper is to present an
effective strategy for planting such a church.

This ministry focus paper consists of seven chapters. Following the
introductory chapter, chapter 2 surveys proper biblical and theological
understandings of the church. It then examines the traditional church and the
emerging church through the lens of those understandings, and then establishes an
ecclesiology that overcomes wealinesses of the traditional church and the emerging
church. This ecclesiology emphasizes that the church must be Kingdom-of-God
centered; it must preserve traditional values; it must be missional; it must eguip
lay people; and it needs to generate another church, meaning planting churches.

Chapter 3 discusses theories and practices of church planting. This chapter
explains essential factors for church planting (people, message, and mission),
theoretical strategy (praver, vision and value, and target group), and practical
strategy  (relationship, evangelism, leadership, small group, and blueprint). This
chapter also deals with severai obstacles to church planting,

Chapter 4 surveys the Songpa area where the Gospel Hope Church was
planted, a new town area, in terms of history, geography, demography, economy,

education, and relgion. Chapter 5 describes how the Gospel Hope Church was
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planted. After explaining why the Songpa area was selected, the chapter explains
the pastoral philosophy and vision of the church, which are summarized as
recovering biblical faith; emphasizing worship, mission, and education: and seeking
to be a church that is clear, that repents, obeys, dreams, and is supporting.
Chapter 6 then deals with how the Gospel Hope Church could grow as a healthier
Christian community. It argues that discipleship training, family ministry,
community service, evangelism, mission, and so forth could be helpful for the
Gospel Hope Church to become a mature Christian church. Chapter 6 concludes

this ministry focus paper by summarizing the study.

- Theological Mentors: Nam Hyuck Jang, Ph. D.
Seungkeun John Choi, Ph. D.
Jin Ki Hwang, Ph. D.
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